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NEW FACES GET H'WOOD BUILDUP 








Broadway Niteries 


at Lowest Ebb 


Since Depression of Early 1930's 


With the closing of the Embassy,+ 


N. Y., last week, the number of 
Manhattan niteries are at their 
lowest point since the depression 
Amount of large- 
seaters has dwindled down to a 
fistful. Major cafes remaining are 


.the Latin Quarter, Diamond Horse- 


shoe, Copacabana, Havana-Madrid 
and Leon & Eddie’s. Of course, 
separate and_ distinct 
from such spots as the Stork, Ver- 


‘ -sailles, El Morocco, and the like, | 


which are not niteries per se, but 
more in the idiom of restaurants. 
Embassy was the latest fold on a 


‘list that in the past few months in- 


cludes the Harem, Carnival, La 
Martinique and Le Directoire, all 
of which have been standard sites 
on the N. Y. cafe scene for some 
years, although a few operated un- 
der different names. 

As a result of these shutterings, 
the remaining cafes are in a 
comparatively solid position. 


by the now closed spots has been 
sufficient to put most of the cur- 
rent operations on the black side 
of the ledger or close to it. 
However, the scramble for 
business will most likely resume 


(Continued on page 63) 





The! 
minor amount of trade drained off , 





Lauder Cavalcade 


Glasgow, Jan. 25. 

Sir Harry Lauder, now in his 
79th year, is to be honored by the 
first theatre he ever played, the 
Glasgow Metropole. 

Management is to stage “Roamin’ 
in the Gloamin’,”’ a Scottish musi- 
cal cavaleade of Lauder song and 
story, as Christmas show of 1949. 
It will trace in song the comedian’s 


'eareer down through 60 years. 





Chi Tele Future 


Seen Promising 
Via Talent Setup 


Chicago, once a key origination 
point for some top radio shows, 
may assume a similar role in tele- 
vision in the near future. Despite 
ithe mild bickering between tele 
|officials in Hollywood and N. Y. 
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By HERB GOLDEN 


This will be one of films’ great- | 
That’s the | 


| est vears for new faces. 
promise of major company talent 
execs. They see a tremendous 
| break for the newcomer and for 
|the young contract players as an 
janswer to the demand on every 
|front for economy in Hollywood 
production. 

Studios are demanding cheaper 
'talent in place of name players 
getting top fees per picture. 
They feel that in many cases these 
| people mean little at the boxoffice 
land substituting contract players 
lean produce a dual advantage. 

First is a saving of perhaps $75.,- 
| 000 or $80,000 in production costs 
| —a sum that can only be compen- 
|sated for by a mighty quantity of 
| coins tossed on boxoffice sills. 
| Second advantage is the fact that 
|a studio, by using contract players 
in these parts, can start building 
its own performers. Whatever click 
|they are able to achieve will re- 


|dound to the studio’s credit, since ' 


'the players are under contract at 
/low salaries for future films. 

Natural result of the entire pro- 
| duction trend currently, talent ex- 
perts maintain, will be greater at- 








Look, Ma - - - 


Héllywood, Jan. 25e *; Columbia 


The New Show Business: 

Local nitery, ready to ink a 
chirper for its floorshow, discov- 
ered that to the lady. there was 
something more important than 
money, position or billing. Before 
she'd sign, the management had to 
| guarantee to provide a baby sitter 
so she could come to work each 
| night. 


Tele Threat Seen 
Key in Pic Names 


Going P.A. for B.0. 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 





} 
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Nate Platt and Harry Levine, here 
‘lining up personals for stars, be- 
lieve the threat of video is making 
it imperative for vaude-shy film 
names to hit the road. They claim 





Paramount Theatres talent execs , 


nigs DEMAND TV to Provide Market for 5,000 Hours 
CAPER TALENT Of Pixina Few Years, Paley Predicts 


By ABEL GREEN 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Estimate by William S. Paley, 
Broadeasting System 
prexy, that video within a few 
years will provide a market for 
5,000 hours of film annually is a 
source of both relief and perplex- 
ity to the picture industry. Five- 
thousand hours of film is a tre- 
mendous order when it is realized 
that Hollywood’s current total out- 
put of features, westerns and shorts 
occupies something less than 650 
| hours of screen time. 

Above all, even the most casual 

| visitor to this capital of Celluloidia 
!must realize that the potential in- 
{road of TV is one of the principal 
| problems bothering execs. There 
|is apparent a great deal of con- 
'fusion and consternation in the re- 
alization by studio toppers that 
they’ve got to get into the video 
act but they don’t know exactly 
where. They know they can 
hardly expect to sublimate TV, so 
| they’re ready to accept that hoary 
advice: “If you can’t beat ’em, join 
’em.” The question is how—by 
‘station ownership, film production 
‘or some other way? 

.That’s why Paley’s estimate of 
'TV’s whopping maw for pix is a re- 
lief. If tele actually proves to be 
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over which will take over the | (Continasd on pane 20) ; 20) a 
U | |uppermost role in programming, | one vee _ Porm gee sete (Continued on page a 
ncie Don Off WOR |industry observers now believe | aged, hence the importance of 


After 23-Year Reign; 
Kids Too Sophisticated? 


Just when TV is taking over as 
a baby sitter, WOR, N. Y. an- 
‘“mounces the bowing out of Uncle 
‘Don, (Don Carney), who has been 
‘on the station for 23 years. 

Starting Feb. 6, “Uncle Don 
‘Reads the Funnies” will be re- 
- placed by the Gainsborough As- 
“Sociate package, “Here's Heidy,” 
‘with Heidy Mayer telling stories 
to the moppets “every Sunday at 
8:45 am. WOR programmers felt 
that kids were losing interest in 
-Uncle Don's funny paper stint, but 
‘would perk up to Heidy’s modern 
e&pproach. 

In addition to the growing 


(Continued on page 15) 





NY. Paramount Video 


| that Chi will have a definite part, 
| at least for the less ambitious pro- 
| ductions. ; 
Chief reasons for the Windy 
City’s emergence into the TV pic- 
ture are the wealth of unexploited 


and inexpensive talent there and | 


the limited production facilities of 


the networks and ad agencies on | 


both coasts. Now that the coaxial 
cable link has been effected be- 
tween the east and midwest, it’s 
expected that a steadily-increasing 
number of shows, especially for 
(Continued on page 22) 





§. Africa Nixes Daggers, 
Guns on Posters, Stills 


Cape Town, Jan. 25. 
| South African Board of Censors 
jis tightening up on posters and 
stills considered objectionable. Ap- 
| parently acting on edict from gov- 
‘ernment quarters, censors now 














Draws "Em for Inaugural order excised all pictures of revolv- 


Theat . /ers or daggers. ae 
des — re television proved itself} For som time now exhibitors 
= + he boxoffice last Wednesday have been ordered to paint in 

nd Thursday, when the Broadway alterations to bathing costumes 
-gtamount theatre projected on its | considered too scanty, and_ simi- 


ull-screen the festivities attendant | larly to alter dresses displaying | 


— Truman’s inaugura- too much flesh, but rule about 
joint t was all televised in a weapons is a new one. These 
Major Pool pickup by the four have to be painted out before post- 
Pick networks. ers or still is passed for exhibition, 
. the the were the first ever run and frequenters of cowboy films 
publicit eatre to be Biven advance will now see stills of their favorite 
result it - the N. Y. dailies. Asa hero holding up the horde of bad 
the first b tang possible to judge for men with his empty hands. 
Meant ms om whether theatre TV Reason for all this is apparently 
ccordi nything at the boxoffice. pad effect the shooting irons or 
‘ng to the Paramount's man- | stilettos might have on the minds 
(Continued on page 20) joi the natives. 


Benny's TV Preem 
~ Set for March | 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Jack Benny will be the first of 
the new CBS star roster to bow 
in as a television emcee. Amos ’n’ 
Andy and possibly Bing Crosby 
and Edgar Bergen will also appear 
on the show, set to tee off about 
|March 1. 

Tentatively slated to run some- 
‘time during the middle of the 
week, so as not to interfere with 
Benny’s Sunday night radio show, 
the program will last an hour or 
an hour-and-a-half. Benny as 
|}emeee will 
talent, including Margaret Whit- 
ing, Lum ’n’ Abner and possibly 
Crosby, Bergen and other CBS 
newcomers. Show will also include 


(Continued on page 22) 


Bedded Cage Coach 
| Directs Team Via TV 


Salt Lake City, Jan. 25. 

A new era in sports coaching 
dawned here when Coach Vadal 
Peterson of the Utah Univ. basket- 
ball team coached his team to a 
69-35 victory over the Colorado 
A. & M.... Via video. With coach 
sick at home, a rush installation 
of a TV set and a telephone to the 
gyn) made possible the 
tance participation. KDY.u 
‘ (Continued on page 15) 





coVv- 


parade the top CBS, 


‘names dragging customers away 
from tele sets. This would also 


build stars’ importance to studios. | 


Pair are on prowl for big names, 
“and they don’t have to sing, dance 
or juggle.” 


Several deals are hot, including | 


those for Eddie Cantor, Gene Kelly, 
Betty Grable, Harry James, Judy 
Garland, Betty Garrett, Larry 
Parks, Van Johnson and Dan 
Dailey, plus ‘borderline’ cases who 
cannot compete in _ song-dance 
league but can be be built via mon- 
ologs or dramatic sketches. 
Industryites cited for helping 
(Continued on page 2) 


Paramount Defines 
Video Do’s-Don’ts 
| To Crosby and Hope 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Bob Hope and Bing Crosby can 
do all the televising they want as 
long as it isn’t put on film or is 
competitive to pix made by Para- 
mount, to which they’re under con- 
tract. Under their pacts they must 
first discuss any video project with 
the studio before venturing into it. 

Tele rights were defined by the 


(Continued on page 20) 
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Death of ‘One Big Union’ Plan Keys 


Tangle in Tele; AFRA Preps Takeover 





With the proposed consolidation # 
of actor unions now virtually a 
dead issue, speculation in execu | 
tive circles has turned to the ques- | 
tion of performer jurisdiction in | 
the television field. Key to the, 
situation may be the moves of the 
American Federation of Radio Art- | 
ists, which holds the strategic po- | 
sition in video through its con- | 
tracts with the radio networks, ad | 
agencies and sponsors. 

Three obvious possibilities ap- 
pear to face AFRA. One would be 
to step into the tele situation and 
attempt to assume _ jurisdiction. 
This would presumably set off a 
jurisdictional battle with the, par- 
ent union, the Associated Actors 
& Artistes of America, and with 
the other’ affiliates. However, 
AFRA has a “mandate” from its 
national convention to make some 
such move, and is in a strong prac- 
tical position to do so. 

A second alternative would be 
to approach Screen Actors Guild 
with the idea of a joint takeover 
of the TV jurisdiction. Under such 
a setup, AFRA would represent 
live tele and SAG would cover 
video pix. That, in general, would 
follow the lines of the arrange- 
ment recently proposed as part of 
the AA’s consolidation plan. It 
would also undoubtedly cause a 
jurisdictional fight, but might put 
AFRA and SAG in a stronger po- 
sition than AFRA could assume 
alone. Jack Dales and Kenneth 
Thompson, of SAG, came east last 
week for 4A’s confabs. 

Third possibility might be for 
AFRA to try to work out with 
Equity, SAG and presumably the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
a cooperative video setup, some- 
what along the lines of that under 
the proposed merger. However, 
since AGVA is fighting the unifi- 
cation plan so hard, there might 
be difficulty working out a prac- 
tical tele setup with the vaude- 
nitery union. 

Webster’s Monkey Wrench 

Most serious wrench in the 
merger machinery thus far was 
tossed last week by Margaret Web- 
ster, who submitted a long and de- 
tailed adverse report on the idea 
to the Equity council. Although the 
exact contents of her statement 
were not disclosed, it is reported 
to have made a strong impression 
on the council. Subsequently, it’s 
reported, George Heller, execu- 
tive-secretary of AFRA, tried to 
persuade Miss Webster to modify 
her stand on the merger, but failed 
to sway the actress-director. 

One thing appears certain. That 
is that pending some agreement 
among the various unions _in- 


(Continued on page 15) 





French Riviera Casinos 
Run a Bad Luck Streak 


Paris, Jan. 25. 

French Riviera casinos have just 
experienced a run of very bad 
luck. During the first half of Janu- 
ary. all Riviera casinos have been 
in the red, whether at roulette or 
at baccara. At trente-et-quarante, 
gamblers have had runs of 17 and 
even 19 winning strokes in a run. 

Payoff came when three English- 
men named Winecourt, Hymann 
and White, all three living in 
Cannes, breke the bank twice in 
a week. They took $120,000 from 
Legendre-Blum at the Casino 
Municipal of Cannes and $25,000 
from Monte-Carlo’s Bernard. 


One Word, Yet 


Rome, Jan. 25. 

Joe-miller appears in the 
new Italian Casa Nova Dic- 
tionary, printed recently in 
Torino. 

It’s on page 1,077, and the 
one word “jo-miller” is listed 
as “una vecchio scherzo,” an 
old joke. 


Hope Seen Doing 
5006 in 1-Niters 


Miami Beach, Jan. 25, 

In a town which at this time of 
year is filled with topliners in some 
20 class niteries, plussed by at 
least 40 more in the outlying Dade 
county area, Bob Hope rang up the 
biggest gross for a one-night stand 
in the area history, at the Orange 
Bowl. He even topped the boxing 
bouts staged in recent years in the 
arena, and, in some cases, the foot- 














ball games there. Gross ran to 
$34,600, from close to _ 18,000) 
people. 


Aided by a solid promotional | 


campaign, the lagging sales came 
up to a pitch on the last two days 
for the record gross. Total here 
brought Hope’s one-night-stand 
route to close to $375,000 for 19 


cities with 16 to go, with an ex-| 
pected gross of well over $500,000 | 


for the full junket. 

Group Hope is presenting com- 
prises his radio setup; Les Brown 
orch, Hy Auerbach, who works 
with him in bits and impreshes; 
Doris Day, vocalist; Billy Farrell 
and his baritonings; Irene Ryan, 
a balancing team, and orch. 
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Tele Threat 


Continued from page 1 


—_ 


— 
business, insuring their own fu- 
tures via personals, are Bob Hope, 
Burt Lancaster, Jane Powell, Jerry 
Colonna, Jack Carson, Janis Paige, 
Robert Alda, Tony Martin, Mickey 


Rooney, Peter Lorre, Jackie Coop- | 


er, Gloria Jean, Lionel Stander and 
Mischa Auer. Takes range from 
$750 to $1,750 for smaller names, 
through $3,500 for next higher 


bracket, $7,000 to $10,000 for names | 


in Carson orbit, to high as $52,000 
for unit consisting of Benny, Roch- 
ester, Phil 


Benny’s radio crew. Air comic got 


,that much out of a $113,000 week’s 


gross in Chi. 

Execs report that studios and 
agencies are eager to cooperate, 
with pie schedules being rear- 
ranged for several stars. In cases of 


Cantor and other radio personali- | 


ties, vaude deals will go through if 
networks and sponsors can get to- 
gether on tape-recording deals like 
Bing Crosby’s. 





Gordon-Warren Re-team 
Hollywood, Jan. 25. 


Metro is reuniting songwriting | 
team of Mack Gordon and Harry | 


Warren, for “Summer Stock,” 
forthcoming Joe Pasternak produc- 
tion. 

Gordon is being borrowed from 
20th on a one-picture deal. 

Pair split five years ago after 
winning Oscar for ‘You'll Never 
Know.” 
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346th Week! 

3,539 Performances 

All-time long run record 
legitimate theatre. 


KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1949” 
E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


And now in world-wide release 
“BILL AND COO” 


Ken Murray's 
Academy Award Film 


Garbo Back to Pix, 
As The Duchess’ 





in the 
| 
| 


| 








Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Greta Garbo is returning to the 
screen in an American version of a 
French picture, ‘““The Duchess,” to | 
be produced independently by | 
Walter Wanger and Eugene Frenke. 
Rights to the French film were re- | 
cently purchased for $10,000. 

Story of George Sand, originally 
slated as a Garbo starrer by the 
Wanger-Frenke outfit, has been 
shelved. 


LOEW’S TO APPEAL 





VERDICT TO COLE 


| Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

| Loew’s will appeal in United 
| States district court this week the 
|decision which ordered Lester 
|Cole reinstated to a writing con- 
‘tract. Filing will automatically 


|continue stay of execution of judg- | 


ment in which writer was awarded 
some $75,000 back pay after being 
fired as an outgrowth of Congres- 
sional citing for contempt. Follow- 
ing action, due to be filed by at- 
torney Irving Walker Thursday 
(27) or Friday, counsel will have 


| 


90 days to file briefs. Hearing 
{probably won't be before late 
spring. 


Inasmuch as appeal to Supreme 
Court is permissible after circuit 
court hearing. final determination 
of Cole suit may not come until 
/early in 1950. Pending outcome of 
circuit court hearing, Loew’s prob- | 


|ably will file stay of bond in 
amount of $175,000, covering full | 
sum Cole can realize if he wine | 
final round. 


Tom Ewell Going Latin 


For Paramount Shorts. 


Justin Herman, producer of Par- 
amount’s Pacemaker series. of 
shorts, heads to the Caribbean 
| with a crew Friday (28) to make a 

pair of the one-reelers. Tom Ewell, 
Broadway legit star, who recently 
closed in “Small Wonder,” is 
, going along to appear in the films. 
| Producer’s idea is to make humor- 





| 


/ous travelogs with a name player. | 


Herman, Ewell, assistant direc- | 
tor Eddie Fay, and five other | 
players and technicians, will be | 
gone about a month. First stop is | 
| Venezuela, and then Colombia. 
'They fly one way and take a boat. 


| 


hour?” 


“I'd like to know what you mean. ( 
| in the country and they never objected to my receiving callers in my 


room. Why the idea!” 
“We need a few props. 
didn’t. 


canters. 


Heard Years Ago In the Lobby 
ona Qne-Night Stand 


By JOE LAURIE, JR. 


“How far are we from New York, clerk?” 
“Number 30 wants more towels. 
“What's the name of this town?” 
“How late can we get breakfast?” 
“Do we get a lunch after the show?” 

“The show-feller in 19 wants a needle and thread.” 

“I certainly insist on having as good if not a better room than hers” 
“Can I get some wash done today? 


What do they charge for a 


“Do you think I can have the use of the sewing machine for an 


I've stopped at the best hotels 


The manager was supposed to get them but 
Can you let me have a table cloth and a half a dozen napkins, 
| six plates and some knives and forks. 
|tea and a loaf of bread and a pie. 


And oh yes, a quart of cold 
Have you any old fashioned de. 


Oh yes, and we need a couple of clean sheets and a pillow, 


I'll see that everything is réturned and everything is well taken care 


of. 


If the property man don't return ‘em tonight after the show you 
can send over for them tomorrow. 


xyive you a couple of passes, sure.” 


“My dear sir, you surely can see you won't gain anything holding 


us here. 
us in the next stand. 


I tell you honestly our share was only $9 and that won't put 
We can arrange with the railroad to take care 
of us and our tminks to the next stand. 


We are sure to do big there 


and I’ll send you the money or you can send a man along to get it, 
I never beat a man out of a dollar in my life and I'll give you my 


personal word that you'll get every cent. 


live. 


man, I'll never forget you.” 


Inaugural Week Falls Far Behind 





You know you may be in hard times yourself sometime. 
send every troupe to stop with you. 


Come now, live and let 
lll 
All right old 


Is it a go? Yes? 


Estimates for D.C. Amusement Spots 


Inauguration Chaiter 


By Florence S. Lowe 














The inaugural festivities found 
Hollywood and Broadway playing 
supporting roles to star Harry S. 
Truman. Despite the presence of 
top show biz names at practically 
every inaugural function, it was 
the Prexy himself who was show- 
stopper at every performance. 
Second only to her famous father 
was Margaret Truman whose graci- 
ous and smiling presence all over 
the place, rather than in the con- 


Washington, Jan. 25. 
Washington’s Inaugural Week 
was not the bonanza it had been 
figured to be. Best info here is 
that the take was a fraction of the 


$30,000,000 estimated by some 
columnists. 

The D. C. theatres generally 
found it a routine stanza. The 


nabes did their normal trade but 
the downtown houses ran far be- 
hind what they had _ expected. 
Washingtonians were scared out of 
the center of town by early re- 
ports of expected overwhelming 
crowds—which did not materialize. 
The out-of-town visitors had other 





fines of the Presidential box, 
should give her coming fall tour a 
terrific push. 
| At that, show biz can take a bow 
for the creditable, dignified part it 
played in the event. President 
Truman went behind stage during 
the gala intermission to thank 
| the entertainers. The first family, 
| incidentally, stayed throughout the 
_ entire 342 hour show, despite a 
| general pre-curtain exodus from 
| the brass section. 
| Show stoppers of the _ star- 
studded bill were Lionel Hampton, 
Jane Powell and Lum ’n’ Abner. | 
(Continued on page 15) 


Adler, Draper File 1006 — 
Libel Suit for Red Tag. 


Greenwich, Conn., Jan. 25. 

Larry Adler and Paul Draper 
have filed a $100,000 libel suit 
against Mrs. John T. McCullough, 
wife of a Time mag ed. The har- | 
monica-tap team charged she “ma- | 
liciously” accused them of ‘‘Com- 
munist leanings,” in an attempt to | 
prevent them from appearing in 
the Greenwich, Conn., High School 
Friday (21). 

Last month Mrs. McCullough 
sent back her ticket for the per- | 
formance, protesting that the men | 
had been “openly denounced in 
the press as being pro-Communist.” 











Noel Coward’s Plans 


Noel Coward arrived in New! 
York Monday (24) on the Queen | 
Mary enroute to Jamaica, B. W. 


things on their minds than going 
to the pictures. 

Niteries and restaurants also 
failed to find the pot of gold at the 
end of the Truman rainbow, with 
some of the spots actually running 
sub-normal and the eateries com- 
plaining they had prepared far 
more food than was called for. 

The hotels generally did well. 
They , all operated under hypoed 
room tabs—in some instances at 
least double the normal tickets. 
Their only vacancies were last- 
minute cancellations, and these 
were few and far between. 

Railroad and bus figures also 
showed a subs.untial customer in- 


crease during the four days of 


celebration. 

Airline companies gave a con- 
fused picture. Some said the in- 
augural had jumped their business 


| substantially. Others noted little 
change from the normal. D. C. 
department stores found things 


about the same, 

In view of the fact that the In- 
augural Gala, the Inaugural Ball 
and the seats for the Inaugural 
Parade grossed a total of about 
$300,000, and that these were the 
Big Three events of the celebra- 
tion, it is hard to figure where 


| anything remotely like $30,000,000 


was spent by 
visitors. 

Situation on spending actually 
parallelled very closely what took 
place in Philly last June and July 
during the Republican and Demo- 
cratic National conventions. There, 
too, the hotels got all the business, 
and the theatres, niteries and 


in Washington 


| restaurants found the take far be- 











Please Send VARIETY for One Year 


(Please Print Name) 


Regular Subscription Rates for One Year—$10.00 
Canada and Foreign—$1 Additional 


VARIETY nc. 


the other. 


Art Masters Draw Big 
In L. A. But for B.O. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 25. 

| The art masters are drawing 
;more customers in Los Angeles 
these days than a lot of film heroes 
and heroines equipped with sound, 
makeup and press agentry. At the 
County Art Museum in Exposition 
park, in two weeks, 92.378 art fans 
paid 30c apiece to see the works 
of Rembrandt, Holbein, Manet and 
_the other masters. 

}_ Exhibit, known as ‘Masterpieces 


From the Berlin Museum,” is paus- 
New York 19, N. Y. |ing here on a national tour under 
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ae «AUSPICES of the U. =. government. 


where he will “write a book.” He, ind their optimistic estimates. 
described the project as a continu- | 


Coward: whe cusener works. | |2 More Bills Hitting 
20% Tax Introed in D.C. 


Gotham about a week, said that he 
had no ay Fay at for the 
|present. In the event he does do a : ‘ 
picture it likely will be handled! ‘two mow rinston, oan. ene 
through the company of Filippo del 20% admissions tax were offered 
Giudice, British independent. in the House of Representatives 
‘yesterday (24). 
| Rep. Abraham J. Multer ‘D.. 


FRIARS HONOR (7?) TODD 


|_ Mike Todd was given a roasting N. Y.) introduced a measure to 
Friday at Toots Shor’s when he was eliminate the entire levy. ReP- 
luncheoned by the Friars. Abbot | Henry O. Talle (R., Ia.) put in one 
| Milton Berle was the roastmaster. to drop the bite to the prewar 
| Occasion was to mark Todd’s!10% level. 

‘show business’ comeback via “As| Nearly a dozen such bills have 
|the Girls Go,” current Winter been introduced so far in the new 
/Garden, N. Y., hit. i Congress. 
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Film Financier Giannini Sees “49 B.O. 
At Present Levels; ‘Tele No Threat’ 





Business at the boxoffice during+ 
the next year will continue at pres- 
ent levels, Bernard Giannini 
opined in New York this week. 
Giannini, who leaves for the Coast 
today (Wednesday), is v.p. in| 
charge of film loans for the Bank | 
of America in Los Angeles, largest 
single source of picture-financing. | 
He has been in New York for the | 
past two weeks interviewing dis-| 
tribution and circuit execs on b.o. | 
prospects in order to formulate the | 
bank’s plans regarding further} 
film backing, he said. 

Giannini also made a brief study | 
of what effect TV might have on 
films, he revealed. “It’s actually 
too soon to tell,” he stated, “but 
my personal opinion is that tele- 
vision won’t hurt theatre business. 
As a matter of fact, when the 
novelty wears off, television may 
help. It may make people more 
movie conscious and cause them to 
want to see additional films in the- 
atres.” 

Although he expects grosses to 
hold up during the next year, Gian- 
mini said that on the basis of 
his talks in New York he believed 
audiences would be even more se- 
lective than in the past. Good pic- 
tures will continue to do well, he 
said, while weaker product will 
register a complete flop. 

The tremendous trimming of 
production budgets by producers— 

(Continued on page 15) 


RKO Theatres Take Up 
$3,000,000 Loan Option | 


On Lower-Interest Rate 


In a move to pick up “cheap | 
money,” RKO theatre chain has| 
exercised an option for an addi-| 
tional $3,000,000 loan from the 
Equitable Life Assurance Co. The 
coin, turned over to the circuit last 
month, is evidenced by debentures 
given to the insurance outfit. It 
brings RKO’s obligations on out- 
standing debentures to a present 
total of $23,600,000. 

Under terms of the loan, RKO is. 
aying 3% annual interest. Addi- | 
ionally, a small amount of prin- | 
cipal is amortized yearly until 1966, 
when the balance falls due. 

While there is no urgent need | 
for the added cash, RKO manage- | 
ment took the step open to it under | 
an arrangement of credit which ex- 
pired at the close of 1948. Reason 
for the action is the fact that in- 
terest rates have risen in the past 
12 months so that credit now would | 

| 


| 











carry a 312%-4% interest charge. 

Boost in interest rates, it is | 
noted, does not apply specifically to | 
the film biz but is general as a) 
result of tightening of all credits. 


JOHNSTON TO CLARIFY 
OFFISH B.0. STATEMENT 


; Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Eric Johnston, due in for hud-| 
dies with company toppers, will 
be principal speaker at L. A. Cham- 





Goddard’s 1756’s 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Paulette Goddard is getting a 
straight $175,000 for starring in 
“Anna Lucasta” at Columbia. 
She reported Monday (24) to 
start work under 10-week guaran- 
tee at $17,500 weekly. 








Report Feldman, 


MCA in Duel For 


Selznick Talent 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Tremendous underground 
struggle is reportedly going on be- 
tween agents Charles Feldman and 
Music Corp. of America over David 
Q. Selznick’s plans to unload his 
stable of talent. Bitterness results 
from Feldman’s efforts to make a 
deal with one of the major studios | 
to take over the talent, most of 
which is represented by MCA. | 

If Feldman succeeds, he'll get 
the commission on everything paid 
by the studio over and above what 
Selznick is now paying the players. 
MCA will continue to get its com- | 
missions only on the Selznick fees | 
to the performers under their pres- | 
ent contracts. Since Selznick talent 
deals were all set at much lower 
figures than Feldman is now ask- | 
ing, there’d be a considerable dif- | 
ferential on which he’d get com- 
mission. 


It is understood, therefore, that | 
MCA has been endeavoring to sty- | 


mie Feldman’s efforts and to set a 
deal of its own. Warner Bros., which 
reportedly had been brought close 
to inking by Feldman, is under- 
stood still interested in the pack- 
age. 

Selznick is said to be planning to 
go to Europe for as long as two 
years with Jennifer Jones, follow- 
ing their expected marriage. 


Brit. Studio Unions Ask 
Gov't Emergency Meets On 
Rank’s Dim Prod. Plans 


London, Jan. 25. 
Three studo unions with J. Ar- 
thur Rank’s knowledge and ap- 
proval have telegraphed Board of 


Trade prez Harold Wilson urging an 
immediate industry conference to 





Appeal to the government comes 
as a sequel to the unions’ meeting 
with Rank yesterday (24) following 
the latest dismissals at the Den- 
ham and Pinewood studios. 

It’s understood that Rank intf- 
mated the D & P axings were in- 
evitable and others may follow 
later in the year. Britain’s ace 





ber of Commerce’s annual meeting 
tomorrow night (26). Expected 


Slant of his talk, with both com-| 


Pany and chamber members, will 
be to clarify his recent Miami 
Statements that domestic biz is off 
10% and foreign biz 20%. 

Gloom which followed statement, 
which was meant to be optimistic, 
was unwarranted, Johnston feels. 
Decline was from alltime peak year 
of 1946. Boxoffice has been “good.” 

It’s anticipated Johnston will re- 


veal that real problem facing stu-| (93) with Athengoras I, Patriarch- 
Greek Orthodox | 
|Church, to attend the latter’s in- | : 
stallation as head of the Greek Or- ing like a prairie fire, is a strong 
thodox Church tomorrow (Thurs-| fourth. “Joan of Arc” (RKO), with | Every Sunday” (20th) shapes on 


dios is overhead expense. Studios 
currently are taking all possible 
Steps to correct this. 


Frank-Panama Set 
By Schary for M-G 


D Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
ore Schary concluded deal with 
Producer-writer team Melvin Frank 
“ee Panama. 
ey checked 
Menhey ‘30. onto Metro last 
Understood first assignment is to 





'producer is also reported having 
| stated that his present production 
program (between 40 and 50 pic- 
tures annually) is within the limits 
of his financial resources and at 
this juncture it’s impossible to un- 
dertake further expansion. 





Skouras to Europe 


Twentieth-Fox prez Spyros 
'Skouras flew to Europe Sunday 





elect of the 


day) in Istanbul. 

Skouras stopped off in Paris 
|Monday (24) to lunch with Prince 
Peter of Greece and then left for 
Turkey. He’s scheduled to return 
to Paris next Monday (31) for busi- 
ness huddles with 20th execs in 
France before returning to N. Y. 
Twentieth chief and Athenagoras 
flew in the “Sacred Cow,” former- 





be “Reformer and Redhead,” 
ead,” Rob-| ly the private plane of President 
ert Carson Satevepost story. \ Fruman. 


KS LAUD H WOOD ECONOMIES 





rE COST CUTS 
OPPORTUNE NOW 


Cutbacks in costs, which are 
starting to be reflected in film com- 
pany financial statements recently 
issued, are winning applause from 
New York bankers holding loans 
to the industry. They feel that 
the shaking out of excess expendi- 
tures came at a particularly oppor- 
tune time to put the companies in 
a strong financial position for the 
future. 

“It is much better that the in- 
dustry went through its reorgani- 
zation while the boxoffice was down 
only 10% to 20% than if this in- 
evitable cutting had been post- 
poned to a day when boxoffice re- 
ceipts might be down 
50%,” one top banking exec point- 
ed out this week. He added: 

“If the industry was to continue 
on a solid economic basis, the ne- 
cessity for getting the water out 
of its cost structure was evident. 
The manner in which this has been 
accomplished in the past year has 
seen a minimum of disorganization 
and chaos. What we feared is that 
the companies would wait until a 
real depression came and then go 
through their organizations hacking 

(Continued on page 26) 


Rank Boycott On 
U.S. Films Easing 





40% or, 
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| Einfeld in H.0. Huddles 


Charles Einfeld, new 20th-Fox 
ad-publicity veepee, is slated to 
arrive at the homeoffice Friday 
(28) to assume his new position, 
with his contract starting Feb. 1. 

Einfeld will spend 30 days in 
New York lining up his staff and 
huddling with h.o. officials 
plans for upcoming product. He’s 
due to return to the Coast early 
in March. 


Provisional OK By | 
Govt. to Schenck | 
On Chain Interest 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Joseph Schenck’s proposed 
acquisition of a 50% interest in the 
giant United California circuit has 
/been handed the blessings of the 
| Dept. of Justice providing Schenck 
iresigns his executive spot with 
20th-Fox’s studio, it is reported 
here. Understood that Schenck 
{proposes to cut his connections 
|with 20th as soon as the pending 
‘Government anti-trust action in- 
‘volving his company reaches some 





conclusion in the N. Y. Federal 
London, Jan. 25. court. ‘ 
gan. 35 Government greenlight means 


By a gradual process the boycott 
of major American product on the 
two Rank circuits, Odeon and Gau- 


that Schenck will become one of 
the largest theatre operators in the 
country. United California’s hold- 


on, 


consider the new production crisis. | 


' catching on better, will snag third 


| mont-British, is being overcome. 
| After running for several months 
with very little Yank product other 
than Universal International and 
Eagle Lion, which is handled 
through their own organization, 
| dates are now being inked for top 
| Hollywood offerings. 


oe ae a ae tig Arnall in N.Y. to Set 
| the Odeon Circuit, when “The Se- 
SIMPP Headquarters 


cret Life of Walter Mitty” com-| 
mences its London release. Gau-' 
mont-British circuit, commencing! Ellis Arnall, new prexy of the 
May 9, will be showing “Mr. Bland- Society of Independent Motion Pic- | 
ing Builds His Dream House.” An- (ture Producers, arrived in New 
other important Yank offering York this week to set up office 
booked for Odeon release is SRO’s facilities and staff, and to start 
“The Paradine Case,” which is be- actively handling details of his. 
ing distributed here by British post. SIMPP headquarters hereto- 
Lion. |fore has always been on the Coast, 

Although-the playing time being and difficulties are being encoun- 
made available to Yank product is tered in getting suitable office 

(Continued on page 6) I (Continued on page 22) 


National Boxoffice Survey 


‘Bad Weather Trims Trade—‘Pit,’ ‘Juan,’ ‘Accused,’ 
~ Witch,’ ‘Joan,’ ‘Sky,’ ‘Shoes,’ ‘Hamlet’ Leaders 


With 11 more new pictures being | chantment” (RKO) and “Walked 
unveiled and holdovers still clut-| by Night” (EL) in that peg 
: +43 ~atran| “980. Dear to My Heart” ( ) 
un 
ay we, mony: Day Lo saa |looms as outstanding newcomer on | 
biz is very spotty this Session. | nasis of initial playdates this) 
Snowstorms, sub-zero weather, icy | stanza. Preemed in a four-state 
streets and heavy rain also are area centering on ae gh 
‘mpi rade. . bably | Cincinnati and Louisville, new 
clipping ene somaehg ii = ” | Walt Disney is topping all opposi- 
more different films playing cur ‘tion in last-named key and In- 


rently than any week since late last dianapolis. It was smash in latter 
heptdernaied with biz widely split up. | and terrific in Cincy. “Criss Cross” | 
‘ ‘haa? 7499 Iso started well in L. A. 
Pacing the field is “Snake Pit” ‘U) a ; | an f | 
(20th) which will take first-place! . Letter to Three Wives” (20th) 
by a wide margin. “Don Juan” did very good biz on first week at 


( 4 : hon preem N. Y. Music Hall. While out be-| 
aeons ac “hold six | fore, “Command Decision” (M-G) | 
weeks, is pushing up into second | a a T: hong - pa | 
“ sea” (P; *), } ich is MY Ww r Vv ar), ue | 

spot.“ Accuse pl A age 3 at N. Y. Paramount next, is just 
money |okay in K. C. “Dear Secretary” | 
pica vee /(UA), another new entry, looks oke| 
Wake of Red Witch” (Rep), 80-| in Buff. “Act of Violence” (M-G) is | 
getting no place in N. Y. “Chicken 


ings in both the Golden State cir- 
cuit and T. & D., Jr., Inc. give it 
control of over 115 theatres. 
Schenck, additionally, is the con- 
trolling stockholder of United 
Artists Theatres, which has com- 
(Continued on page 22) 




















additional dates, will nish close disappointing side on N. Y. preem. | 
| moving higher once into further | going Ms a Phang orcad Mh ye nd 
release. Sixth slot goes to Mad oor int A 
Sky” (20th), currently mostly ho 4 “Return of October” (Col) looks | 
over. “Red Shoes” (EL), “Hamlet big in Ot. Laws ted ates im fA. 





(U) and “Words and Music’”’ (M-G) 
round out the Big Nine. Strongest 
in runner-up class are “Kissing 
Bandit” (M-G), “Paleface” (Par), 
“Man From _ Colorado” (Col), 
“Every Girl Married” (RKO), “En- 





“Last Days Pompeii”-“She,” RKO} 
| reissue combo, is registering some | 
| strong to sock biz this stanza. 


| (Complete Boxoffice Reports on | 
| Pages 8-9). | 


UA Gets Rooney Indie, Others In 
Hughes Swap; Owners Mum on B.R. 


Howard Hughes, after months of 
negotiation, will finally get back 
his three pictures from United Ar- 
tists as a result of deals approved 
by the UA board at a special 
session in New York yester- 
day (Tuesday). Slated to be made 
with part of the $600,000 which 
Hughes is making available for the 
financing of UA indies are ‘Mrs. 
Mike,”’ a Sam Bischoff production 
starring Dick Powell, and “Quick- 
sand,” a Sam _ Stiefel - Mickey 
Rooney production in which 
Rooney will star. 

The two pix togethér will use 
only $380,000 of the financing 
which Hughes is advancing to com- 
pensate UA for the trio of his pix 
to which it is giving up distribu- 
tion rights. The remaining $220,- 
000 will be spread over one or 
more additional films, but since 
Hughes is definitely committed for 
it, the board voted to release his 
films to him. 

Directors also okayed a distri- 
bution deal, in no way connected 
with Hughes, for “Runaway,” 

(Continued on page 4) 





All-Industry Meet 
On Coast Called Off, 
Publicity Held Untimely 


Plans for an all-industry meet- 
ing on the Coast to discuss all 
phases of production-distribution 
problems are definitely off. Idea 
was discussed by company prexies 
at their conclave in Miami Beach 
last week and vetoed. 

All-industry meet was originally 
called by Eric Johnston, prexy of 
the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America, for today (Wednesday), 
tomorrow and Friday. This was to 
be a followup to the sessions of 
top company brass in New York 
last month. Instead, the closed 


‘confab of the prexies or their reps 
|in Miami last week was substituted 


and the all-industry huddle “post- 
poned.” 

Johnston arrived on the Coast 
from Washington yesterday (Tues- 


(Continued on page 20) 
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-Nassour Financing Plan 
Holds Top Interest at UA Conclave is'nt oss tate sr 


‘Christ in Concrete’ 
To Roll in England 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Rod Geiger production, “Christ 


‘roll in England late in March. 





Conclave of United Artists’ top+ | 


brass on the Coast last week served 
more to eliminate certain of the 
plans suggested for obtaining pro- 
duction financing than to turn up 
any new or workable ideas. Most 
promising plan continues to be the 
one devised by George Bagnall, 


Sam Wanamaker will star, Ed- 
|ward Dmytryk will direct, and 


'J. Arthur Rank will release. 


See Revision Of 


UA Very Legal 


No fewer than eight attor- 
neys, representing the com- 
pany, the two owners and the 
board of directors, attended 
the United Artists stockhold- 








UA veepee in charge of production, 
by which the Nassour brothers | 


would provide a fund (reportedly | 


obtained from A&P heir Hunting- | 
ton Hartford) to finance producers | 
who use their studio. It would pro- | 
vide 10 to 20 pictures yearly. 

While details of the Nassour 
plan, which was not presented | 
formally to the stockholders and 
directors’ committee at their ses- 
sion last week, continued nebulous, 
it was being looked upon with 
great interest. Reason was that 
three of the five alternative plans 
for raising coin, contained in a 
special report to owners Mary 
Pickford ‘and Charles Chaplin by 
the four-man board committee, 
were virtually eliminated from 
further consideration. 

One of the two remaining ideas 
is for obtaining a fund such as the 
Nassours contemplate, and _ the 
fifth is for selling franchises for 
future UA product to exhibs, who 
would thus not only be assured of 
dates for the pix they help to 
finance, but would own a piece of 
them. A variation of this scheme 
suggested by some UA execs in 
New York, but not presented in 
the board report, would be to sell 
UA branches to franchise-holders, 
which would put the company back 
on a form of states-rights distribu- | 
tion. 

First of the three plans men- 
tioned by the board committee | 
(consisting of Charles Schwartz, | 
Vitalis Chalif, E. C. Mills and 
Harold Weill), and eliminated from 
further consideration, was the sell- 
ing of UA’s interest in the Odeon 
circuit in England. This is said to 
be worth about £2,000,000, but 
the coin is unconvertible into dol- 
lars and so of no value except for 
production in England, and the 
latter the committee didn’t think 
advisable. 

RFC Loan Idea 


Second idea eliminated was to} 


attempt to get a loan from the gov- 
ernment’s Reconstruction Finance 
Corp. This would be somewhat 
similar to the $20,000,000 fund the 


ers’ meeting on the Coast last 
week. ; 
Lawyers were so much in 
evidence that one director de- 
scribed the session this week 
as “not so much a stockhold- 
ers’ meeting as a meeting of 
the New York Bar Assn. with 
the Los Angeles Bar Assn.” 


Majors Deny Plot 
To Oust Commies 


Neither the Motion Picture Assn. | 
of America nor the major com- | 
panies adopted a joint program) 


RKO's Pub-Ad 
Setup at Meet 


Revision of the exec setup of 
the publicity-advertising-exploita- | 
tion department of RKO will pos-| 
sibly emerge from the current ses- | 
sions of company officials on the | 
Coast. Attending the meetings are | 
Ned E. Depinet, prexy; Robert | 
Mochrie, sales chief; S. Barret Mc-| 
Cormick, advertising manager, and | 
Terry Turner, exploitation head. | 


RKO i pub-ad-exploitation de- 
partment has been without an 














NY. Critics Make Awards 


New York Film Critics’ annual awards, which have been takin 
on added stature and importance over the years, hit a climax Jas 
Friday (21) evening with the presentation of the 1948 prizes on the 
stage of the Radio City Music Hall. Words of both Olivia de Havyij}. 
land and John Huston in accepting their scrolls indicated their 
feeling that there was greater integrity in the awards by the 1g 
New York reviewers than in the Academy’s Oscars. ,While the prize 
distribution by the critics can never hope to approach the glamour 
and excitement of the Oscar evenings in March, last Friday’s cere. 
mony was extremely impressive in its dignity and quality. The 
giant stage of the Music Hall lent the tone of its own simple splen- 
dor and grandeur to the event, and some 6,000 spectators filleq 
the house, while others queued up outside. Awards, fitted into the 
9 p.m. break between pictures (“Letter to Three Wives”) and show, 
took about 20 minutes. 

Ceremony went extremely smoothly and decorously as Tom Pryor, 
of The New York Times, chairman of the critics group, aided by 
vice-chairman Wanda Hale, of The New York News, handed scrolls 
to Miss de Havilland as best actress for “Snake Pit,” Huston for best 

icture and best director for “Treasure of Sierra Madre,” and 

oberto Rossellini for best foreign picture (‘‘Paisan”). Laurence 
Olivier, who won the best actor award, made his acceptance via 
radio from London. It was recorded by NBC and piped into the 
Musie Hall. Showing ef a series of one-minute clips from the prize 
winning films preceded the awards. 

Ceremony was recorded for broadcasting later in the evening 
over a national net and internationally by “Voice of America” 
shortwave. NBC and WPIX video cameras also recorded it for 
subsequent airing. A’reception and party, attended by Broadway 
and Hollywood names, followed in the Music Hall’s upstairs apart- 
ment suite. Herb. 
nnn 














which would have barred proven | 


Communists in film jobs following 


the Congressional un-American Ac- | 


tivities probe, an answer filed yes- 
terday (Tues.) in the N. Y. Federal 


district court by MPAA, the Assn. | 


overall head for more than a year. 
Veepee John Whitaker has been 


overseeing it. He is reported, 
| however, leaving the company 
shortly. He’s an engineer who was 


formerly associated in Wall street 


of Motion Picture Producers and 
major companies asserted. The 
answer, which responds to a suit 
by the Screen Writers Guild, ad- 
mits that the point was considered 


operations with Floyd Odlum and | 
brought in by him when Odlum |! 
held controlling stock interest in| 
{RKO. Odlum sold out last year) 
|'to Howard Hughes. Whitaker's 
at a meeting of company pres-| absence from the current Coast 
idents. | sessions is viewed as significant. 
_The particular confab in ques-| Robert Taplinger, former pub- 
tion, held in New York Nov. 25,' ad chief of Enterprise, is known to 
1947, discussed joint barring of be a candidate to fill vacancy at 
RKO. There has been no indica- 
tion, however, of any intention by 
the management of bringing in an | 
outsider. Possibility reported is! 
| that McCormick may gradually re-| 
assume the responsibilities of the 
post, rather than add to current 
which Paul Henreid will produce | operating expenses by making an- 
and star in. This trio of pix and Other appointment. McCormick 
|Edward Small’s “Black Magic,” a held the job until a couple years 
deal for which is now being nego- | 489. 
tiated by the UA management, will | 
| materially aid the company’s prod- | huddling with studio toppers, and 
| uct situation. |Depinet is also talking with 
Board members were given their | Hughes. 
first official dope on the $5,000,- | ber of pictures to be released with- 
'000 production financing fund in the next few months and dis- 
‘which production veepee George | cussing campaigns on them. Films 
Bagnall has been working out on | include “The Green Promise,” “Mr. 


(Continued on page 26) 


UA-Hughes 


Continued from page 3 gemma | 
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Quartet of New York execs is| 


Bigger Public Relations Program U 


For Talks at 





Par Not in Crosby-CBS 


Deal being negotiated by Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System to 
acquire a 25°% interest in Bing 
Crosby’s corporate setups does 
not include his Paramount Pic- 
tures contract. It takes in only 
radio and television. 

Full details of the deal are 
in the radio section. 


Col. Skeds 21 


More Reissues 


Pointing up the film companies’ 





iewi .| intensified stress on reissues as a 
oe, oe Se {major form of revenue, Columbia | film biz during the coming raft of 
| yesterday (Tues.) revealed plans to | legislative sessions. 
ire-release 21 oldies 
| next 


during the 


couple of months. New 


D.C. TOA Parleys 


Whether the Theatre Owners of 
America will plunge into a new 
|'and even more expensive public 
| relations program in 1949 is one 
,of the big riddles coming up for 
| discussion this week at the exnib 
| group’s Washington board meets. 
| Organization laid out an estimated 
| $60,000 in 48 over and above its 
| usual p.r. nut. Pressure is now on 
| by certain elements of TOA to 
| boost the budget further for an 
| all-out campaign this year. 

Tied to the proposal, which will 

be given plenty of talking in D.C., 
|is a recommendation, aired last 
| week by the American Municipal 
| Assn., that the 48 state legislatures 
|empower cities and towns to tax 
| any and all activities not expressly 
| levied on by the states. The AMA 
|is the most potent voice of mu- 
nicipalities in the U.S. Its demand 
means that the heat will be on the 


| If the TOA board goes for a big 
| publicity drive it would be aimed 


|. 


4 





ee en oe 


British government | is making the Coast with studio operators | Joseph Young of Africa,” “Balti-|8roup, coupled with the 20 re-/ at forestalling the threatening tax 


|issues already available to exhibi-/| raid on theatre tills. Directors will 


available through the Film Finance! William and Edward Nassour.|™more Escapade” and “The Win- : i 
Corp. for aiding English indies. They are said to be getting the | dow.” Execs will be on the Coast | tors, undoubtedly gives Col the be asked at the Washington confabs 
Idea was dropped because it was|coin from A&P stores heir Hunt-| all week. heaviest re-release schedule among | to approve production of two shorts 


felt that the RFC would probably 
(Continued on page 20) 


20th, U, Col. Continue 
Retiring Special Issues 


Three film companies—20th-Fox, 
Universal and Columbia—are eon- 





ington Hartford, putting up their 
studio property as collateral. 
Money would finance UA pro- 
ducers making pix at their studio. 
‘Show Me’ Stand 

Directors were given no more 
info than that and took a more- 
or-less “show me” stand, although 





HOUSE GROUP MAY 
HEAR BEEFS VS. NSS 


Washington, Jan. 25. 
The tiff currently brewing be- | 





they exhibited no lack of interest tween certain exhibs and National 


any of the distributors. 


In addition to the 41 reissues, 
Col has tentatively scheduled 51 
new features, including B product 
and westerns for the coming year. 
In addition, still more reissues 
may be dusted off before the end 
of the year, depending on the box- 
office success of the present group. 


| by the unit—one on taxation, the 
other on censorship. Proposal, 
backed by TOA management, 


(Continued on page 15) 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Norman Biackburn 
Vivian Blaifie 





Company plans to sell most of 
them as single features, with the 
exception of two twin-action bills, 


Sam Boal 

Bill Brown 
Norman Corwin 
John Crosby 
Charles R. Denny 
Charles Einfeld 
Normen Frescott 
Sylvia Fine 
Walter Hampden 
Percy Ikerd 


Gentee their seltal iring | im the scheme, which would elimi- | Screen Service may be dumped 
parc stock | ser at ”* "the | nate many of their financing head- into the lap of the House small 
hands of the public. Some 2,300 8¢hes. They authorized the man- | business committee for probing b 
shares of cumulative convertible 2&ement to pursue the matter fur- the solons under a proposal which | Which will go out as dual pack- 
preferred and 100 shares of prior | “&T- will be made to the Theatre Own- | 28€S. | These include Dirigible 
preferred were picked up by 20th | When yesterday's session was ©'S of America at their series of | and “9 Submarine and Peniten- 
on the N. Y. stock exchange in originally scheduled, it-was hoped >oard meets this week. William rr and “Women in_ Prison. 
the past 30 days. Company now that there would be some instruc- | Ruffing, chairman of the NSS com- | “!S0 in the list are such former 
has in its hands 25,000 shares of tions from owners Mary Pickford | ™ittee, it is reported, will recom- top-grossers 4 Mit. Smith , Goes 
cumulative and 5,100 shares of and Charles Chaplin on proposals mend either that move or the for-| t0 Washington,” “His Girl Friday, 








rior preferred. | put before them by a special board | W@rding of a complaint against the| Holiday,” “Penny = Serenade,” | Gail Ingram 
. U R ec nee 1,270 shares of 414% | ieee at the Reckhelgers trailer outfit to the Dept. of Jus-| Talk of the Town,” “Pennies from | Harry Ingram 
cumulative preferred during the; meeting on the Coast last week. |“: Heaven, You Can't Take It With Danny Kaye 
same period. Company’s coffers; There was no word whatsoever| Ruffing, as well as his committee You" and others. Arthur Kelly 
hold 2,860 shares which will ulti- from the owners, however. It is | associates, Walter Reade, Jr., and Nick Kenny 


Arthur L. Krim 
Anatole Litvak 
Alan Marshall 

Wm. Mayberry 


mately be retired. |expected another board conclave | Edward Zorn, are behind the ac- 

Columbia picked up another 100, will be called shortly to receive tion because of a number of gripes 
shares of cumulative preferred tothe directive of Miss Pickford and being registered by TOA members. 
bring its total held in the treasury | Chaplin on the alternative plans | The squawkers are taxing NSS for 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Alexander Cohen 
ack Dales 





to 300 shaves. 


UA Fails to Act On 
Mills Resignation 


United Artists’ stockholders, at 
their annual meet on the Coast last 
week, failed to act on the resigna- 
tion of Edwin Ciaude Mills from 
the board. Mills, former general 
manager of the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers, submitted his resignation 
in prelude to moving his perma- 
nent residence from New York to 
the Coast around Feb. 1. 

There is a possibility that Mills 
will remain on the UA board if 
the owners desire to make arrange- 
ments with him to commute to 
meetings. He takes the modest 
view, however, that that would 
hardly be profitable to the com- 
pany, and owners Mary Pickford 
and Charles Chaplin have given 
no indication of their intentions | 
in the matter. } 





\for product financing with which allegedly cutting down its services 
_they were presented. /without an equivalent reduction in 
|. On the Hughes arrangement, his Charges to exhibs. They cite the 
$600,000 is guaranteed by studio | £4ct that NSS recently shut its 
operator James Nasser. In return Buffalo office as an instance. 
for this, Hughes waived approval, It is also asserted that the trailer 
of story and cast. Nasser is now company has been delivering in- 
to get together further packages complete or defaced posters. Com- 
for UA approval to use up the re- mittee has taken up the charges 
maining $220,000 in secondary | with NSS officials but, so far, have 
financing. failed to reach an adjustment of 
Bischoff’s film is budgeted at the gripes. 
$1,200,000, of which $200,000 is | 
Hughes money, while the Rooney | 
pic will go at $850,000, of which 
$180,000 is from Hughes. 
Pix returned to Hughes are “The 





U Settles ‘Uncle’ Suit 


oe se, Aaaniee, Jan. 25. 

e alter J. Wise, writer, re 
Outlaw” (which has been in re-'an out-of-court settlement — 
lease for more than three years Universal Pictures in his $50,000 
and on which UA will book and damage suit involving the picture 
service the few remaining con-|“So’s Your Uncle.” Amount of 
tracts inked but not played), “Ven- the settlement was not given out. 
detta and “Mad Wednesday.” Studio bought the story from 
Hughes is turning them over for Leonard Lee but Wise declared he 
release to RKO, in which hej was co-author. Settlement gave 
bought controlling interest last Universal all rights Wise may have 
summer. jheld in the yarn. 





livia De Havilland 
Ned E. Depinet 
Y. Frank Freeman 
Leroy Fulmer 
Ava Gardner 
Marcus Goodrich 
oa Grant 

ric Johnston 
Carl Leserman 
Ilya Lopert 
S$. Barret McCormick 
Robert Mochrie 
John Payne 
Ezio Pinza 
Claude Rains 
William F. Rodgers 
Roberto Rossellini 
Rudy Solmsen 


N. Y. to Europe 
Bennie Berger 
Montgomery Clift 
George Coulouris 
Lester Cowan 
Michel Emer 
Mordecai Gorelik 
Chico Marx 
Spyros Skouras 


Gar Moore 
Garry Moore 
Harry Muller 
Mildred Natwick 
Elliott Nugent 
Margaret O’Brien 
Paul O’Brien 
William 8S. Paley 
James E. Perkins 
William Ruerick 
Martin Ross 
John F. Royal 
Zachary Scott 
Grad Sears 
Jon Slott 
Charles Vidor 
Douglas Whitney 
Bernie Williams 
Meredith Willson 
Herb Yates 
Europe to N. Y. 
Noel Coward 
Maurice Dekobra 
Alicia Markova 
William Sistrom 
Suzy Solidor 





Maurice Winnick 
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Theatre Partners, Hedging on Terms, 
Create Stew with Major Distribs 





Recalcitrant exhib partners of+ 


the Big Five, currently holding out 
for better terms in the breakup of 
joint theatre operations, may cause 
the entire question to be dumped 
again into the courts. A rash of 
suits and proceedings are now be- 
ing considered by theatre chiefs of 
major companies as a result of the 
stand being taken by some theatre 
pards. Number of these are refus- 
ing to either buy or sell. 
Prominently mentioned in this 
group are both the Maine & New 
Hampshire circuit, tied to Para- 
mount, and the Trenton-New 
Brunswick chain, owned 50-50 by 
RKO and Walter Reade. In both 
instances the majors’ partners have 
been offered the chance of buying 


out the film company’s slice or) 


selling. Neither choice has been 
taken, and it is now likely that the 
refusal will stand. 

Situation is further complicated 
in several instances because terms 
of the partnership set forth the 
method of dissolving the joint 
operation in a manner which works 
distinctly to the disadvantage of 
the major. In the case of Reade, 
for instance, it’s understood that 
the book value sets the figure 
which the major is to receive if it 
plunks for dissolution. Sum in 
these instances is said to be grossly 
under the actual value of the in- 
terest. 

Test action to determine whether 
a major must sell at disadvantage- 


(Continued on page 15) 





Selznick, Krim Continue 
Talks on ‘Jennie’ Tailend 


Selling, Other SRO Films 


David O. Selznick and Arthur 
Krim, Eagle Lion prez, are con- 
tinuing talks this week on the pos- 
sibility of extending their recent 
deal to include EL tailend selling 
of “Portrait of Jennie’ and other 
upcoming Selznick Releasing Or- 
ganization pictures. Nothing has 
been set yet, however, beyond the 
deal for EL handling of nine Selz- 
nick reissues and selling of resi- 
dual accounts on two SRO pix al- 
ready in release. 

Indications of a possible change 
in Selznick’s plan to have his own 
organization handle “Jennie” is 
seen in continuing delays on tak- 
ing new dates. Sales staff had or- 
ders a couple weeks ago to go 
ahead lining up engagements, but 
all action has ceased now. Pic is 
playing only on the Coast, where 
it opened prior to the end of the 
year to qualify for the Academy 


_ awards. 


Sidney Deneau, SRO sales chief, 
and Leonard Case, financial 


exec, have been in Hollywood for | 


the past 10 days huddling with 


Pommer to Europe 


Erich Pommer, retiring film 
chief for the U. S. military govern- 
ment in Germany, returns to 
Europe this week by plane from 
New York to wind up his affairs. 

Pommer, who was recently suc- 
ceeded by Arthur Mayer, expects 
to be back in the U. S. sometime 
in April. 


Stockholder Tiff 
Shaping Up Over 
Cohn's New Pact 


Minority stockholder fight over 
the proposed new stopgap employ- 
ment contract for Harry Cohn, Co- 
lumbia’s president, is again shap- 
ing up following circulation of the 
company’s proxies last week. Ben- 
jamin Javits, attorney representing 
the Investors League, which led 
last year’s battle against a boosted 
salary for Cohn, is huddling with 
the league’s management as a pre- 
liminary to deciding whether the 
group will renew its barrage. Jav- 
its said yesterday (Tues.) that the 





| Sones may place ads in the news- 





papers seeking stockholder sup- 
port, as it did in °48. 

Attorney cenceded that the new 
| ticket for Cohn, which would make 


| available under certain conditions | 
| some $300,000 in insurance policies | 


|carried by Col on Cohn’s life, 

“isn’t anywhere nearly as bad as 
| the last proposed contract.” None- 
theless, Javits said, “it is basically 
| the same situation, and I don’t like 
it.” 

Stockholders’ rep declared that 
it does not guarantee continued 
| services of Cohn. (Pact can be can- 
icelled by either Cohn or the com- 
| pany on six months’ notice). “Cohn 
| has enough of a stake in the com- 
pany and I don’t see the need for 
extra compensation,” Javits added. 

Attorney is considering writing a 
letter to Col’s directors setting 
forth his views. At the 1948 annual 
meeting, Cohn dropped a proposed 
new employment contract despite 
the approval by a large majority 
of stockholders. Present tentative 
pact would be regarded as a pre- 
lim to ultimate negotiation of a 
new permanent contract. 


LITTLE 3 BRIEF SLOWED 
BY RAFTERY ILLNESS 


Preparation of a combined brief 











80, MISSOUTS 


A big writeoff of films released | 
jin 1948 which proved to be box- 
office-missouts has now deflated 
early and optimistic estimates that 
the film industry would net total 
profits of $60,000,000 for the year 
just past. Because most companies 
have decided to take their loss in 
’48 on weak pix rather than carry 
over to the following semester, the 
| total net for seven majors (ex- 
|cluding United Artists) will not 
exceed $53,000,000. That final fig- 
‘ure represents a drop of 40° from 
| the $90,000,000 garnered in °47. 


| 
| 


| Actually, six of the majors will 
|smare some _ $57,000,000 in net 
| profits for the year. However, it is 
reliably reported that Universal 
will show a net loss of $4,000,000 
'or thereabouts when its statement 
comes out. This $4,000,000 is de- 
ducted from the total of the six 
companies to reach the final figure. 


U’s statement is now complete, 
it is understood, except for a de- 





termination of the amount to mal 


written off for films which failed 
to meet their negative and distri- | 
bution costs. That figure, it is be-| 
‘lieved, will run into several mil- 
lions of dollars and push the loss 
up to the $4,000,000 total. For its 


(Continued on page 20) |temporarily, at 





Metro Seeking 
- Govt. Settlement? 


| briefs and proposed findings in the 
Government anti-trust action has 
revived rumors that the company 
will join the parade by seeking a 
settlement of the action in negotia- 
| tions with the Dept. of Justige. 
| Three-judge Federal court last 
week granted a delay until Feb. 15 
| from the original Jan. 31 date after 
| application by the film company. 
| Order was inked after U. S. spe- 
| cial assistant attorney general Rob- 
|ert L. Wright okayed the move. 
|With Paramount reportedly al- 


‘ready in agreement with the Gov-| 


|ernment and RKO’s consent out of 
ithe way, attorneys believe these 


| maneuvers of Par and RKO are) 


| generating strong pressure on the 
other companies to reach for the 
olive branch. In this respect, ad- 
verse court results against those 
sticking to the fight would pose in- 


to stockholders with deals won by 
' companies hitting the consent-de- 
cree road. 





| 


| court last week. Company’s re- 
| quest for an extension until March 
| 30 of the time required to file an 


Selznick. They went out with Wil- by the Little Three — Universal,’ approval by stockholders was ap- 


liam Heineman, EL v.p. in charge 
of distribution, who returned to 
New York at the end of last week. 


Distrib Asks $150,000 





In ‘Piracy’ of Picture 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Charging “Unfaithfully Yours” 
was pirated from his screenplay, 
“Discord,” 
film producer - distributor, 
20th-Fox, Preston Sturges 


sued 


Werner R. Heymann for $150,000 trust stand. 


damages in action filed in Santa 
Monica superior court. 

Shapiro alleges that in Septem- 
ber, 1945, he created and de- 
veloped “Discord” with assistance 
of Arthur Hoerl. Prepping produc- 


tion, he hired Heymann as mu-| 


sical director and conductor. 


Claims Heymann familiarized him- | 


Self with story, told it to Sturges, 
who thereafter wrote and pro- 
duced “Unfaithfully,” copying, ac- 
cording to complaint, plot, theme, 
characters, motivation, treatment, 
sequence of scenes and dramatic 
Situations contained in “Discord.” 
, States “Unfaithfully” was re- 
reat despite written notice not 
to do so, resulting in destruction 
in total value of his film property. 


William D. Shapiro, | 


United Artists and Columbia — 
has been slowed by illness of Ed- 


ward Raftery, member of the law 
firm of O’Brien, Driscoll, Raftery 
& Lawler. Raftery has been active- 
ily working on the document. Be- 
cause of Raftery’s ailment, the 
‘postponement until Feb. 10 for 
‘filing its argument. Order was 
inked by the N. Y. Federal court. 


Combined brief aims a three-way 


and assault on the Government’s anti- 


It will seek to upset 
the proposed decree on price-fixing, 
| roadshows and clearances. Since 
‘argument is made on divorcement. 

On price-fixing, brief will ask 
that 
‘mitted to specify the house’s scale 
of prices merely as a statement of 
policy rather than a guaranteed 
minimum. Limited roadshows on 
unusual 


‘Government decree would place on 


distribs to prove reasonableness, | 


will be sought. 

Raftery is currently in St. Mary’s 
hospital, Brooklyn, where he will 
be confined for the rest of the week 
after minor surgery. 


/none of the trio owns theatres, no | 


licensing contracts be per-. 


films will be requested. | 
Re-defining of clearances, plus re- | 
moval of the burden which the) 


| proved in court. Provision of its 
i decree had set Feb. 8 as the last 
day for the s#tlement to be given 
| stockholders blessings. 





(D8), to leave New 


evitably unfavorable comparisons | 


RKO also won a delay from the. 


$53,000,000 NET ESTIMATE IN *48 


MAID ne pice INT Many Feel Both Goldwyn, Johnston 


Erred in Airing Their Bitterness 





Abeel Promoted 


Alan C. Abeel, long an expert 
in motion picture industry finance, 
was upped last week from second 
vice-president to a full vice-presi- 
dency of the Guaranty Trust Co., 
N. Y. He has for years handled 
the bank’s loans to major film com- 
panies and independent producers. 

Abeel was handed the promotion 
by the Guaranty directors at their 
meeting following the annual 
stockholders’ session last Wednes- 
day (19). He has been with the 
bank 30 years. 


S. Africa Trek Off, 
Trip ‘Inadvisable’ 


For Major Mgrs. 


Committee of three major com- 
pany foreign managers and Fran- 
cis Harmon, veepee of the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America, have— 
least—called off 
Africa. They 
York Friday 
(28), in accordance with a decision 
reached by the company prexies at 
| their session in Miami Beach last 
week. 





their trip to South 


| haps arrange an easing of the 50% 


Trip to Johannesburg was to pro- 


-+ Teapot name-calling tempest be- 


{tween Eric Johnston and Samuel 
| Goldwyn during the past week has 
been greeted disgustedly with “a- 
plague-on-both-your-houses” _atti- 
tude by many industryites. They 
feel that both men erred severely 
in publicly airing their bitterness 
toward each other on the lowest 
possible personal basis when the 
crying need of the industry at the 
moment is an improvement in its 
public relations. Name-calling in 
the press on a strictly intramural 
difference of viewpoint is a luxury, 
it is felt, that Hollywood cannot 
well afford at this point. 


Most of the fingerpointing by 
those who have analyzed the spate 
of statements by the pair is aimed 
at the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America prexy. Broadest opin- 
ion is that he belittled himself and 
the Assn., and did nothing but 
harm to the industry by answering 
|Goldwyn’s initial statement an- 
nouncing his intentions of quitting 
| the MPAA and its Coast affiliate, 
the Motion Picture Producers 
Assn. 

There’s no willingness, 
of course, to condone Gold- 
wyn. If he chose to quit 
the two. organizations, it is 
felt he could have done so simply 
and quietly with the briefest kind 


(Continued on page 18) 


either, 





} 


| 


Schine, 8 Majors 
Named in N.Y. Suit 


st to th overnment an er- | e 
|test to the g nment and p | Asking $2 523,000 


| ° ° : hi h | 
Extension of Metro’s time to file | remrictiog om remittances, Wate 


mitted. 


Scheduled to leave New York on 
|Friday with Harmon were Phil 


; Reisman, of RKO; Murray Silver- 


|stone, of 20th-Fox, 

Weltner, of Paramount. 
Bros. foreign exec Joseph Hummel 
jis already on his way from Europe 
/and was to join up in Johannesburg 
| with the New York contingent. 


| Last-minute change in plans fol- 
|lowed advices from South Africa 
|that the trip would be “inadvis- 
/able.” No indication could be had 
‘from the MPAA or other sources 
‘in New York yesterday (Tuesday) 


(Continued on page 20) 


and George 





RICHARDS STUBBORN 
ON RENTAL TERMS 


New Orleans, Jan. 25. 


Although he has now been de- 
prived of product from four major 
companies, Paramount partner E. 
V. Richards is showing no signs of 
| capitulating to distribs on rental 


| peewee Reports that Richards, who 


| MPAA'S NEW ‘AIDE’ 





As ‘Assistant’ to Cheyfitz 





| 
| The Motion Picture Assn. of 
|America has added some new 
_ talent. He’s the comic strip char- 
| acter who, as VARIETY went to 
a job by Edward T. Cheyfitz, as- 
| sistant to MPAA prexy Eric John- 
| ston. Cheyfitz was last pictured in 
‘the Publishers Syndicate daily 
strip, “Mary Worth,” as saying to 
the guy, “The industry needs 
smart young men who see Holly- 
wood through neither rose-colored 
_glasses nor through the veil of 
prejudice.” 

Now insiders are kidding Arch 
Reeve, public relations chief for 
the MPAA on the Coast. They’re 
telling him they expect his resig- 
nation since his is the job the new- 
comer has been assigned by the 
comic-strip Cheyfitz (who’s iden- 
| tified in the funnies by the sign on 
j his office door). | 


operates 79 houses in this sector, 
has been dickering for a return 
|of Paramount product are tagged 


Little Three this week obtained a! Comic Strip Character ‘Takes Over’ here as incorrect. There are no 
| peace negotiations, and Richards | 


|is prepared to keep operating with 
his partial picture supply indefi- 
nitely. 

Par and RKO were the last two 
companies to sell away from the 


'been booking their product with 
competing houses for several years. 
All four companies claim that 
Richards has refused to pay rentals 
anywhere near as satisfying as his 
competitors. 


With a half-dozen pix already 
sold away from Richards, Para- 
mounters here say that its .film 
rentals have not~suffered because 
of the breach with the company’s 
theatre partner. Returns have, 
roughly, equalled those heretofore 
corralled from Richards, whose 
houses are generally good for big- 
ger grossers. That factor was 
equalized, however, by the higher 


/ percentage which distribs can get 


from riva' theatres. 


was imposed last Nov. 5 and made 
retroactive to July 1. Companies 
were anxious, if they couldn’t ease 
| the overall 50% restriction, at least 
to work changes in the regulations 
to allow more equitable distribu- 
tion of the 50° of remittances per- 


Warner 


| press last week, was being offered | Chain. Metro and Universal have 


A $2,523,000 treble-damage anti- 
trust action was slapped against 
the Schine circuit and the eight 
majors yesterday (Tues.) in the 
N. Y. Federal court. The suit, 
brought by Auburn Capitol Theatre 
Corp. and Herbert P. Wallace, 
|named John A. May, J. Meyer and 
Louis W. Schine individually be- 
sides the corporate defendants. 


Plaintiffs, as operators of the 
|Capitol theatre, Auburn, N. Y., 
charged the defendants with a con- 
|spiracy which monopolized the 
| town and allegedly forced the Cap- 
|itol to switch from a first-run 
policy to a catch-as-catch-can on 
‘available product for any run. The 
change was allegedly made in 1941 
after the Capitol was on first-run 
since 1933. 


Because of this, complaint as- 
serts, Capitol made $40,000 less 
annually than it would have racked 
up otherwise. Wallace claims that 
the alleged conspiracy prevented 
him from going into exhibition in 
| neighboring towns. 
| 





idadtiheatiia 
Two Mpls. Complaints 
Minneapolis, Jan. 25. 

; North Central Allied has for- 
warded to the Justice Dept. two 
complaints from members re com- 
petitive bidding. One exhibitor 
alleges he has made highest bid for 
product and been refused it. Other 
charges competitive bidding has 
“hurt” him. 

Organization claims consent de- 
/eree violations and requests an 
investigation. 





‘Metro in TY—Almost; 
| Pic on CBS ‘Mistake’ 


Metro, the one major film com- 
pany which has indicated it wants 
nothing to do with television yet, 
was almost in the TV picture last 
week—but it turned out to be all 
a mistake. 

CBS television transmitted a 
two-reel documentary Saturday 
(22) night, titled ‘Whither Japan,” 
produced by the Australian Na- 
tional Film Council and distributed 
by Metro International in the 
southwest Pacific region. Hyperion 
Films, indie N. Y. distrib, which 
sold the short to CBS, forgot to re- 
move the “Leo” leader and, as a 
result, the full Metro trademark 
flashed on the screen. 

Both CBS and Hyperian apolo- 
| gized to Metro for the mishap. 
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Rank Plans More Low-Cost Films 
As ‘Heart, ‘Perrin’ Grab Big Grosses 








The warm boxoffice and critical¢— 


-cepti handed recent British | . 
oftennes%th whe! Me ‘Douglas Stresses Pix 


offerings in the U. S. such as 


“Don’t Take It to Heart” and “Mr. | 


Perrin and Mr. Traill” is going to 
work important changes in J. 
Arthur Rank’s overall production 
strategy. That prediction was made 
this week to VARIETY by Josef Som- 
lo. co-director of Two Cities studio, 
a big cog in Rank’s film-making 
machine, who sees these two 
sleepers swinging the top British 
producer to more lower-budgeted 
IX. 

: Somlo tagged the two films’ hot 
b.o. showing an “amazing thing” 
because “we always thought the 
Americans wanted big and spec- 
tacular films.” “Now, we hope to 
find a market for our medium-cost 
pictures, which we need very bad- 
ly.’ Somlo added. ‘Moreover, our 
initial reaction is that we will 
boost the number of these. Before, 


| 


/ 


we didn’t think they had interna-| 


tional appeal.” 2 
Somlo believes that British films 
have now progressed to the point 


where Americans will accept the | 


more modest of the Anglo pix at 
the boxoffice. “We've passed the 
step where only your critics ap- 
prove of our films—the audience 
now is beginning to enjoy them,” 
British studio topper declared. 
While in the U. S., Somlo is 
studying Yank pic tastes. He planes 
for South America this week in an 
effort to loosen some of the frozen 


film currency iced away there. If | 


the Latinos okay his plans, Somlo 
wants to use some of the coin to 
film exteriors in those countries. 
He is slated to return to the U. S. 
before heading for England Feb. 18. 

Besides shooting in South Amer- 
ica. Somlo has now set plans for 
lensing “Elizabeth of Austria” in 
Vienna. The Technicolor film is 
scheduled to start in mid-May, with 
Willi Forst directing and Margaret 
Lockwood topping the cast. 

Two Cities, running the Denham 
studio, will make 12 films during 
1949 against 11 last year, according 
to its chief. Rank’s entire output 
for the 12-month stretch is fixed at 
40-50, depending on the state of 
the film market. Total is slightly 
over last year’s. 

Two of Denham’s six stages will 
be converted for Independent 
Frame _ productions, Somlo_ dis- 
closed. Transition to the new, rev- 
olutionary method of making pix 
will be completed during the com- 
ing summer. Explaining its opera- 


tional advantages, Somlo said the | 


IF method cuts scenery and back- 
Zround costs tremendously. Its 
great disadvantage is that longer 
preparation for a film is required— 


running as much as six months be- | 
fore a camera turns—but the cost- | 
saving is still the controlling factor. | 





JA, Majors Still At 
Impasse on Contract 


| 


As Foreign Envoy | 
Hollywood, Jan. 25. | 


Lewis Douglas, U. S. Ambassador 


to England, was guest at a private | 
dinner party hosted by attorney 
Neil McCarthy here last Friday | 
(21) night. Douglas reportedly | 
told the film toppers present how 
important he felt pictures were in 
carrying American ideals overseas. 
He stressed the near-diplomatic 
impact of pictures on behalf of 
America and said he felt it ex- 
tremely important that they be 
continuously shown abroad. 


Friedman Upped — 
To Col. Int V.P. 


Joseph Friedman, Columbia’s vet 
managing director in England, 
steps up to the post of veepee of 
the company’s foreign wing. Fried- 
man was elected Monday (24) ata 
board meeting immediately follow- 
ing his return to N. Y. from Coast 
huddles. His job as top man in 
Britain is being taken over by Max 
Thorpe, present ass’t managing di- 
rector. 

Coast confabs in which Friedman 
participated resulted in a decision 
to produce three or possibly four 
films in England. Some of these 
will be for English consumption 
alone, others for worldwide distri- 
bution. Friedman will act.as busi- 
ness manager of these production | 
activities, doubling between Eng- | 
land and the Coast. 

At the same time, newly-desig- | 
nated veepee will remain as a 
member of the British unit’s board 
of directors and be available as a 
consultant and adviser. In recent 
years, Friedman has generally re- 
stricted himself to matters of pol- 
icy, with Thorpe handling most of 
the operational chores. 





Appointment of Friedman is the | 


culmination of a series of meets of 
foreign execs both on the Coast and 
at the homeoffices. Joseph Mc- 
Conville, Col’s foreign chief; Jack 
Segal, v.p. and treasurer of Colum- 
bia International; Lacey Kastner, 
Continental manager, and _ Sig 
Kusiel, Latin American supervisor, 
were all in town for the huddles. 


BRITISH GROUP ACCOM 
RANK FOR U.S, MEE 


Strong British contingent, in- 
cluding key officials in the J. Ar- 
‘thur Rank film-making empire, 
_will make the Atlantic crossing 
| early in March to bulwark Rank in 
forthcoming discussions of the 





| Anglo-American Film Council slat- 


Negotiations between the major’ ed here during the same month. 


distribs and the International Al- 


Rank, accompanied by his wife. 


liance of Theatrical Stage Em- arrives in N. Y. March 23 for a 


ployees for a new contract cover- 


month. He returns to England 


ing 2,500 national exchange em- April 20 or 28. 


ployees are still deadlocked despite , 
intervention last week of a Federal pe 


mediator. After two sessions with 
company and union reps, Commis- 
sioner L. A. Stone failed to budge 
the distribs’ flat nix of the IA’s 
15% wage-raise demand. Stone has 
called another meeting for today 
(Wed.). 

It is understood that if an early 
agreement is not reached, a rift 


Among the group of visitors will 
Sir Henry French, director-gen- 


British-Gaumont; John Woolf, 
Rank’s distribution chief, who tops 
General Film _ Distributors; 


| general counsel. 


Main body is being preceded by 


may take place in the “united 2 Number of studio execs here to 


front” of the distribs. Paramount 


is reportedly ready to sett] i conan oe whe 
Pp y y Gong Baker, director of Ealing studios, | 


IA on a compromise basis although, 
to date, the company has gone 
along with the other distribs down 
the line. 





Major Co. Divestiture 
Denied Again in Philly 
Philadelphia, Jan. 25. 


Efforts to force Warner Bros. 
and 10 other major film producers 
and distributors to divest them- 
seives of theatres they own and 


operate in this area were denied p, 
Friday (21) for the second time in originally 


- U. S. district court. 


' 
' 


0.0. the Yank reception of more 


is slated in N. Y. Feb. 9. Josef | 
Somlo, co-director of Denham, has 
already reached this country. 

Aside from the council meet. | 
Rank has no fixed itinerary as yet. 
It is likely he will trek to the Coast 
to visit his daughter, wife of scrip- 
ter Fred M. Packard. 


Serenade’ to Wald 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Jerry Wald is taking over the! 
oduction reins on “Serenade,” | 
slated for filming by 
Mike Curtiz before he folded his 





| 


Judge William H. Fitzpatrick re- indie company. 


fused to “reform” an earlier ruling 


Switch in producers means that 


directing the chains to compete the picture will be made on the 


equitably with William Goldman home lot at Warners 
Theatres, Inc., for first-run show- locating in Mexico, 
. planned. 


ings in Philadelphia. 


instead of, 
as previously | 


‘Edges’ Rossen’s Next 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Next writer - producer - director 
job for Robert Rossen at Columbia 
will be “The Outer Edges,” based 
on the Charles Jackson novel, to 
which Rossen holds the screen 
rights. 

Currently Rossen is making “All 
the King’s Men,” which winds up 
his old Columbia contract. New 





pact is under negotiation. 


British Exhibs Huddling On 
‘Unit Plan’ Calling for U.S. 


Pix From Same Distrib 


London, Jan. 18. 

Operation of the “unit plan” by 
the six major American distribut- 
ing companies, which was subject 
of preliminary discussions between 
representatives of the Motion Pic- 
ture Export Assn. and British ex- 
hibs, was considered at a meeting 
of the General Council of the Cine- 
matograph Exhibitors Assn. last 
Wednesday (12). 

In the report made by the CEA 
delegation, it’s stated that the six 
companies adhering to the plan 
will insist that as from April 1 the 
program of two features shall be) 
obtained from the same distrib. 

Proposed arrangement is in con-| 
trast to the procedure which oper- | 
ates for pix which will not be ex-| 
hibited after March 31 and which | 
are now known as “partially sold.” | 
In such cases an exhib can book a | 
first feature from one distrib and 
a second feature from another, and | 
the only stipulation is that both | 
must be Yank films. 

The exhibs told the American | 





Majors Slashed to 250 Publicists, 


—~—-s 


Only Slightly Higher Than °42 Norm 





Lab Technicians In 
Advance Pact Talks 


In a move to avoid heavy back- 


/pay loads for the companies, lab 
‘technicians Local 702 has named a 
| five-man 


committee to handle 
wage-hike talks with the major 
eastern labs several months in ad- 
vance of the current contracts’ ex- 
piration date in June. Involving 
1,900 processing workers, negotia- 
tions between the union and com- 
pany reps on the wage issue are 
scheduled to open within the next 
couple of weeks. Other provisions 


of the industry contract will be 
ironed out later. 
Local 702, affiliate of Interna- 


tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees, is, meanwhile, launch- 
ing separate contract talks with 
Polacolor labs, division of Polaroid, 
Inc., after conducting a successful 
organizing campaign. Several ma- 
jor studios recently made deals 


with Polacolor to deliver tinted | 
raw stock. 





SOPEG Awaiting 
Co. Negotiations 


Screen Office and Professional 
Employees Guild, after mopping 
up collective bargaining elections 


reps at the meeting that they would | a¢ RKO, 20th-Fox and National 
adhere to the proposal that when| screen Service homeoffices 
a pic was sold for solo exhibition | cently, is still waiting ward from 
it could only be supported by the companies on starting nego- 
shorts or newsreéls to the extent | tjations for new pacts. Last con- 
of 3,000 feet. ; | tract SOPEG had with the com- 

Another point at issue was a SuUg-| panies expired September, 1948, 
gestion from the American reps | and has been trying, unsuccess- 
that exhibitors should sign a slip fully, to bargain new pacts ever 


re- | 


| Continued from page3 == 


| eral of the British Film Producers | 
|Assn.; Sir Louis Greig, head of | 


and | 
G. I. Woodham-Smith, the Briton’s | 


& Fi 


| pendent 


,of his Granada circuit. 


when booking.a first feature to 
advise the distrib within a reason- | 


able time the name of the second | 


feature and also give an assurance 
that it would be an American pic- 
ture. CEA spokesmen intimated 
they didn’t anticipate any objec 
tion on the part of exhibs. 





British Pix Loans Await 


_ Reading; 2 Already Made 


London, Jan. 25. 


since. 
At RKO, it’s understood the 
whitecollarite union ‘is running 


|into_a firm stand against all de- 


mands. SOPEG is demanding a 
25% wage hike plus tightened se- 
|curity and seniority provisions, but 
|to date has drawn no reply from 
|the company. Negotiations at the 


| other companies are expected to} 


| open shortly after SOPEG receives 
| certification from the National La- 
| bor Relations Board. 

| NLRB, meantime, is continuing 
| hearings on a jurisdictional squab- 


+ Symptomatic of deep overall 


|cutbacks made in the film indus. 
try over the past 12 months, pub- 
licity operations of the major 
companies have been sliced to 
‘near prewar levels. Current num- 
|ber of publicity workers in the 
homeoffices, totalling 250, is only 
slightly higher than the number of 
flacks employed in 1942, just be- 
fore the war boom set in. A paral- 
lel retrenchment in the majors’ 
publicity department has taken 
place on the Coast. 

Shrinking of the publicity ma- 
terial flowing out of the film com- 
panies has touched off squawks 
from exhibs who claim it’s a policy 
of “penny wise, pound foolish.” A 
falloff in attendance, they claim, 
should spur peak publicity efforts 
to sell the public on pic entertain- 
ment.. Exhibs would like to see a 
return to 1946 publicity levels, 
when about 370 flacks were em- 
ployed in the majors’ homeoffices 
alone. 

Only one of the companies, Met- 
|tro, is still operating publicity- 
wise at top 1946 levels, with 31 
flacks now employed as against 33 
in 1946. The other companies have 
lopped off their drumbeaters at a 
virtually uniform rate. 

United Artists has dipped to its 
lowest level in 10 years with only 
10 flacks now employed as against 
28 in 1946 and 12 in 1942. Twen- 
tieth - Fox is another company 
which has drastically trimmed its 
publicity sails, with only 37 work- 
ers now at hand as against 66 in 
1945 and 40 in 1942. 

Columbia has slipped back from 
'a 1946 peak of 43 flacks to a cur- 
rent total of 34, while RKO, which 
had 41 publicists in 1947, now has 
35. RKO Service, on the other 
hand, has kept a fairly steady 
level, with 18 p.a.s at work for 
‘the past four years. Paramount 
has retrenched from 34 in 1946 to 
25 in 1949, and had 30 flacks work- 
ing in 1942. Warner Bros., which 
has 41 flacks now at work, slipped 
back from a peak of 57 in 1946. 
Universal has retreated from 26 
in 1946 to 19 currently, although 
it had only seven in 1942. 

Payroll loads of the companies 
| however, have not decreased pro- 
|portionately with the personnel 
cuts due to substantial wage hikes 
'garnered by the Screen Publicists 
| Guild since 1942. In 1942, average 
salary for a New York pub- 


| Second reading of the Film|ble at Republic, with reps from | jicist was $80 but currently it’s 


Finance bill is scheduled to be 
made in the House of Lords next 
Tuesday (1) and until the measure 
is processed through the upper 
: house no loans are being made 
direct to independent pix produc- 
-ers. Present setup calls for govern- 
/ment’s financial assistance to be 
grooved only through distributors. 
| Meanwhile, the Film Bank has 
/'made a second advance of about 
| $80,000 to Exclusive Films and an 
| initial loan to the Mancunian Film 
'Corp. upwards of $200,000. Other 
|loans are pending, with preliminary 
discussions continuing with many 


the company, SOPEG and the rival 
union, Local H-63, participating. 
Latter union, a subsidiary of the 
International Alliance of Theatri- 
cal Stage Employees, has been de- 
feated by SOPEG in several at- 
tempts to take over the whitecol- 
larite field. Elections at Republic 
are likely to be held in February. 


DRIVE-INS GET BREAK 
UNDER NEW N.Y. CODE 


Albany, Jan. 25. 








producers. 


Rank Boycott 




















on a comparatively small scale, dis- | 
tribs here are hopeful that these. 
bookings will herald a resumption 
of more general trading and a con- 
sequent increase in screen time for 
major product which at the pres- 
ent time is being almost exclusive- 
ly offered to independent theatres. 





Bernstein Asks Cooperation 
London, Jan. 25. 


Call for an end to the emotion- 
alism that has resulted in bitter- 


‘ness between the American and 


British film industries was sounded 
last week by Sidney Bernstein, | 
British circuit operator and part- | 
ner with Alfred Hitchcock in inde- | 
production. Bernstein’s | 
statement was made in a report to | 
the annual shareholders’ meeting | 

Declaring that there is “serious. 
emotional tension” between the| 
two industries, he added: “It is 
inconceivable that our two nations, 
so great a combination in the world 
wars, cannot work together con- 
structively in this one industry in 
peace time. One can only hope that. 
saner and wiser counsels will pre- | 
vail to the mutual advantage of the | 
industry on both sides of the At-| 
lantic.” ’ 


A new building code for thea- 
tres and other places of public 


‘assembly becomes effective May 1, 
| State Board of Standards and Ap- 
|'peals having 
,ernized version drafted by a com- 
| mittee to Industrial Commissioner 
It | 


approved a mod- 


Edward Corsi two years ago. 
was perfected through a series of 
public hearings. The code, replac- 
ing one adopted 25 years ago, 
covers drive-ins for the first time. 
It also gives a definition of stage, 
important to film theatres that 
once were legit houses. 

A reasonable tightening of reg- 


ulations for construction and main- 


tenance of places of public as- 
sembly is provided. The Board 


modified regulations on open-air 


spots. The original rules were 
based on the theory that drive-ins 
were real fire hazards, which was 
combated by drive-in interests. 


Metro Signs Sturges 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Metro signed Preston Sturges to 
screenplay Clark Gable starrer, 
“Mr. Big of Littleville,” with an 
option on a second story. Sturges 
is one of the numerous outsiders 
lined up recently by Dore Schary 
for work on the Metro lot. Others 





are John Huston, Busby Berkeley, | 


Sam Wood, Compton Bennett, 
Richard Goldstone, Anthony Mann 
and Robert Siodmak. 


Gable, currently working in 


“Any Number Can Play,” will start 


“Mr. Big” in July. 


| slighty above $100. 


Cal. Defines Pay Status 
Of Dismissed Studioites 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 


Weeks covered by severance pay 
or back vacation pay are con- 
‘sidered weeks of employment un- 
der recent decisions of California 
Unemployment Insurance Commis- 
‘sion. Dismissed studio employees 
,are being denied benefits during 
‘those periods, so Hollywood AFL 
Film Council is setting up a special 
,committee under Max Krugen and 
Pat Somerset to fight ruling. 

In the past, dismissed studio 
workers had been permitted to file 
for benefits a week after being 
|dropped, regardless of amount of 
|severance pay or vacation pay due 
/under union contract. New state 
‘ruling makes it necessary for ex- 
employee to wait until one week 
_after period covered by severance 
jor vacation pay. 

Metro Continues H.O. 


Course for Sales Aides 


| Metro has decided to continue 
its homeoffice training course for 
aspiring sales staffers. To push the 
indoctrination another step, com- 
pany will announce the names of 
its second group at the Coast sales 
confab, Feb. 6-12. Trainees will be 
, brought to N. Y. for several weeks 
/of lectures. 


| First group which recently 
tucked away their diplomas in- 
‘cluded Louis J. Weber, assistant 
branch manager at Dallas; Phil 
Gravitz, New Haven salesman; A. 
B. Padgett, Atlanta manager; Rus- 
sell Gaus, Oklahoma City manager; 
and Mike Ford, Chicago salesman, 

William F. Rodgers, Metro's dis- 
tribution veepee, who will name 
the new group, returned from 4 
Miami vacation this week. Rodgers 
-entrains for the Coast Saturday 
(29) with a one-day stopover 1D 
_Chi on his schedule. 
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~ Pine-Thomas Pre-Prod. Dope 


With the producing team of William Pine and William Thomas 
going Into a program of A’s for Paramount, the twosome have initi- 
ated a policy of consulting Paramount theatre partners as well as 


h.o. execs before mapping a particular projected film. 


When a 


suggested subject for filmization comes up, P & T forward a synop- 
sis of the plot to these industryites and poll their sentiment on the 
pic’s b.o. potential before deciding whether or not to make the film. 

Canvassing of exhib and h.o. ideas goes even further, according to 


P & T. 


Once a subject is chosen, informal exhib poll is taken on 
such problems as casting and color. 


The team believes the exhib 


reaction is the most reliable way of pre-telling whether a pic has 


grossing potential. 


Explaining their technique, Pine said: ‘“‘A lot of fellows in Ho!ly- 
wood know only the reaction at Romanoff’s, the Brown Derby and 
Hollywood Boulevard and think they have the answer to what 


films will go. 
the country wants.” 


That’s not the U.S.A. and we want to find out what 














$750,000-$1,000,000 Cost Class for Pix 


+ . ¥ . perce A = P 
Held ‘Just Right’ by Pine-Thomas  iii*.i2232"seecr set 





By IRA WIT + 


The right-bracket film for profit- | 
able distribution under present | 
boxoffice conditions falls into. the | 
$750,000 - $1,000,000 negative-cost 


Metro Readies Four 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 


~S Four new Metro producers will | 
class, according to William Pine jaynch four new pictures within | 


and ‘William Thomas, team that) the next two months, starting with 
turned out 54 B’s for Paramount. | Nicholas Nayfack, who has shifted 
After experimentation with three| from the front office to a pro- 
categories of pix, P&T dropped its) qucer’s berth and will make his 
low-cost output recently and went bow this week with “Border In- 
into the more expensive production | ejdent.” 


program. Hence, their present 


contract with Par to 


B’s. 

“Below the $750,000 to $1,000,- 
000 class,” both Pine and Thomas 
averred, “You can’t get the star 
power and values into a film. 
Above that figure, you have your | 
worries, of course, on whether the | 
big nut can be paid off on boxoffice | 
returns.. On the cheapies, the, 
salesman has to heat harder to sell, | 
and the cost of distribution is no 
less than on the more expensive 
product.” | 


P&T reached their conclusion 
after careful testing. Following a 
long row of pix which never ex- 
ceeded $200,000 per film, the duo 


tried out the $250,000-$300,000 
bracket with “Adventure Island” 
and “Shaggy.” ‘We compared our 


profit on a basis of per-dollar in- 
vested, and came up with a finding 
that it would pay to spend more on 
each film,” duo said. 

Final test on a more expensive 
film resulted in making ‘‘Albuquer- 


que.” which cost $728,000 and now 265,000,000, record to date. 


(Continued on page 26) | 


Wider Distrib of Films 
Planned in U. S. in Order © 
To Show ‘Real Argentina’ 


Wider distribution of Argentine 
films in the U. S. in order to show 
the American public the “real 
Argentina,” is the aim of Juan 
Martin, former Argentine displo- 
mat, who recently acquired North 
American release fights to about 
100 pictures either already made 
or due to be filmed in his native 
land. _Covering a five-year period, 
the distributional deal was signed 
with Artistas Argentinos Asociados, 
Argentina Sono Film, Lumiton and 
Cinematografica Interamericana. 





substitute “Murder at 
three pix yearly for the next 24 Deutsch, 
months in place of the flock of Richard Goldstone, 
| riders.” 


In New York for the past 10, 


days, Martin has been surveying 
the situation to determine whether 
it’s best for him to set up his own 
distributional organization or take 


over an existing exchange system. | 


With his large product backlog he 
feels that exhibitors who screened 
Argentine films intermittently in 
the past will now be inclined to 
Show them on a permanént basis 
Since they’ll now have a guaran- 
teed source of films. 

Martin emphasized that his dis- 
tributional transaction with Argen- 
tine producers was arranged 
strictly on a private basis. The 
government, he said, to his knowl- 
— does not dominate the Argen- 

_ industry, contrary to. reports 
peril ig Hastily skipping over 
poniie an ocees that it’s quite 

a 
New. York e might secure a 
for his prints, 


Others are Frank Taylor, with 
Harvard,” - Armand 
with ‘“‘Ambush,” and 
with “Out- 





Techni Geared For 
65 Pix in 1949, 
Up 18 Over °48 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Hypoed tint production is ex- 
pected shortly as Technicolor com- 
pletes expansion program teed off 
two years ago. 
to 65 pix in 1949 of which 13 are 
to be done in Britain. Last year’s 
figure was 47 pix, including eight 
in England. 

Footage output will be increased 


by 20° over last year. Tech- 
nicolor 1948 footage reached 
Will 


process 320,000,000 feet this year. 
Program received approval of 


| Techni’s Board of directors, meet- 
'ing this week in N. Y. physical 


buildup for firm included installa- 
tion of new printing equipment, 
more cameras, training of new 
help to insure faster delivery of 
rushes to producers, new film 
storage plant and enlarged re- 
search department. 

Where film companies previous- 
ly waited a year for prints they’re 
now receiving them in_ three 
months. British plant wasn’t part 
of the expansion agenda. Denham 
plant was completed just before 
war and is geared to present hefty 
output. 





Local Admission Taxes 
Loom for Minn. Exhibs 


Minneapolis, Jan. 25. 
With the Minnesota state legisla- 
ture in session this state’s exhibi- 
tors face the prospect of local ad- 
mission taxes. A bill enabling all 


‘municipalities to levy such taxes to 


supplement the federal 20% admis- 
sion tax already has been intro- 
duced. It has the backing of the 
League of Municipalities, compris- 
ing officials from all municipali- 
ties, as a means of raising addi- 
tional needed revenue. 

Northwest Allied States will have 
help from the Minnesota Amus. Co. 


‘in combating this measure and 
‘similar proposed laws in North and 
‘South Dakota where legislators 


also are convening. Exhibitors feel 
that any additional admission taxes, 


‘causing a hike in admissions, would 


theatre as a showcase 


injure attendance to such an ex- 
tent to defeat the purpose of the 


|new imposts. 


| tracts, 
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GRAFTS NAPPING, 
BIGGER DEMANDS 


Strong pitch currently being 
made by the eastern studios for 
film producers eyeing the television 


market has run into a_ union 
damper. In the last couple of 
weeks, several of the _ eastern 


unions, covering both craft and tal- 
ent fields, have begun to marshal 
forces for pay hikes, basic con- 
jurisdictional rights and 
rest of the union setup existing in 
Hollywood. 

Operators of the eastern studios, | 
numbering about 50, are viewing 
this development as a major hurdle 
to realizing their long-harbored 
hopes of becoming a major film 

Main advan- 


cheapness and flexibility of the 
eastern setup as against the rigid | 
craft lines and concomitant costs | 
in Hollywood. If the unions suc- | 
ceed in their drive, however, east- | 
ern studio operators will lose their | 





Outfit is committed | 


main talking point. | 


On labor’s side, union chieftains | 
claim there’s no conspiracy on their 
part to drive away potential east- | 
|ern producers. That would be cut- | 
|ting their own throat, they say. 
| However, natural economic factors 
|are forcing them to press for de- 
vices to protect their members as 
part of a normal union function. 


| Latest union move has come 
52, International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employees, whose 
|contract with the studios ran out 
|Dec. 1. Initial demand made by 





\the union in new negotiations is for | 


|a 15 to 25% increase in present 
| base pay rates, which now run 
about $2 an hour. 
about 250 workers are now 
volved, Local 52 stands to develop 
into a powerful outfit if an eastern 
video-pix boom ever takes place. 

Screen Directors Guild, covering 
about 150 directors in its eastern 
| division, has also recently been 
pressing for a _ basic minimum 
agreement with studio operators. 
Directors in the eastern setup are 
in an informal job classification at 


| 


the present time in which they | 


|are required, in many studios, to 
'do editing and scripting jobs also. 


'SDG at present is not only trying | 


to set up basic wage scales but is 
aiming to restrict a director’s job 
to directing only. 

Another entry into the union 
setup is the _  newly-organized 
Screen Writers Guild, eastern di- 
vision. Scripters guild will try 
first to reach agreement with the 


|tion over telepix before tackling 
the problem of writing a basic min- 


imum agreement with producers. | 
All straws in the wind, however, | 


point to the SWG, as well as the 
other unions, fighting to get their 
| Share of the gravy from television 
| programming. 


OTHER COS. BACK M-G 





__ IN SWISS DISTRIB SNAG. 


| Paris, Jan. 25. 

| Metro this week obtained unani- 
| mous support from all American 
distribs in Switzerland that they 
would continue selling product to 
the company’s two theatres, in Lau- 
sanne and Geneva, whose owner- 
ship has been disputed by the 
Swiss Distributors Assn. 


M-G has owned and operated the 
two houses for the last several 
years. Swiss group, however, re- | 
cently won an arbitration suit 
against the company under the lo- 
cal government’s ruling that dis- 
tributors cannot operate theatres. 
_Results of the arbitration are still 
unclear and, according to Metro 
_ spokesmen here, the company will 
continue to run the houses pending 
further negotiations. 

Spokesmen pointed out that the 
arbitration was strictly a trade rul- 
ing, which hasn’t come up yet be- 
fore the Swiss government. In ad- 
dition, they said, Metro has estab- 


lished clear legal possession of the v.p. in the radio department of the | 


‘theatres. \ 


—+ 


Although only | 
in- | 


Radio Writers Guild on jurisdic- | 


Convert to Ist 


7% 
. g 





B’rith Honors Dewey 


Governor Thomas E. Dewey will 
be kudosed by Cinema lodge of the 
B’nai B’rith for his pioneering in 
anti-discrimination legislation at 
the lodge’s meeting, Thursday (3), 
in the Hotel Astor. Leonard H. 
Goldenson, Paramount’s theatre 
chief, will present the scroll to 
Governor Dewey. 

Arthur H. Schwartz, member of 
the law firm of Schwartz & Froh- 
lich, will chairman the meeting, 
which will be attended by industry 
leaders and city and state officials. 


Pathe May Float 
New Stock to Up 
EL Production 


Expansion of Eagle Lion’s pro- 
duction activities may be bank- 
rolled by floating a new stock issue | 
of EL’s parent company, Pathe In- 
'dustries. Plans for a common 
| stock flotation which would raise 
|several millions of dollars have 





|dummy prospectus has already 
| been prepared. No action in that 


direction, however, will be taken | 
unless Pathe toppers feel that the | 


stock market has improved to the 
point where there would be no dif- 
ficulty in obtaining public sub- 
| scription. 
Capitalization of Pathe currently 
| consists of $1,311,163 of common 
| stock at par and $3,878,835 of pre- 
ferred. While marking time on 


| the stock flotation, Pathe may seek | 


further bank loans as a temporary 
measure. In that event, proceeds 
of the new stock issue—when and 
if it is thrown on the market— 
could be devoted to reducing the 
bank indebtedness. 


1948 will show a loss for EL, it is 
understood. Company has been 
operating in the black for a num- 
ber of months but the necessity of 
writing off losses on the first year’s 


(1947) product will dip the film | 
outfit into red ink. How much of | 


1947’s released product will be 
(Continued on page 26) 





But Still Under Budget 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

After shooting his Paramount | 
film, “Samson and Delilah,” ahead | 
of schedule and $600,000 under 
| budget, Cecil B. DeMille ordered 
| several days of added scenes with 
| 80 players, consisting largely of 
former stars and character thesps. | 
It is estimated that the added | 
scenes will come close to the pic- 
ture’s original budget, $3,500,000. 





Koury Back to the Coast 

Phil Koury, publicity director for 
Cecil B. DeMille’s producing unit, 
returned to the Coast over the 
weekend after huddling with h.o. 
execs of Paramount on ad- pub 
plans for DeMille’s “Samson and 
Deililah.” Technicolor spectacular 
will be released around Thanks- 
giving Day, according to Koury. 


No decision has been reached as | 


yet on whether the pic will be 
initially sold at advanced admis- 
sions along the lines of the pro- 
ducer’s “Unconquered.” 


Thelma Ritter’s 3 Pix 

Thelma Ritter, featured in “Let- 
ter to Three Wives,” has signed a 
three-picture deal with 20th-Fox. 
It starts in a month and is to run 
a year. 
“Miracle on 34th Street” for the 
same company. 

Miss Ritter is also a featured 
radio player in New York. Her 
husband, Joseph A. Moran, is a 





Young & Rubicam agency. 


from the studio technicians, Local | been pencilled in by Pathe, and a | 


Annual report of Pathe covering | 


‘Samson’ Getting Bigger 


‘is revealed 


Actress previously made |. 


Motion Picture Associates Votes To 


N. Y. Variety Club 


Motion Picture Associates, 30- 


‘year old organization of some 500 
|members, yesterday (Tues.) unani- 


mously voted to convert itself into 
the first Variety Club to be estab- 
lished in New York. Ratification of 
the proposal came at*a Hotel Astor 
meeting after such film biggies as 
William F. Rodgers, distribution 
veepee for Metro: George Schaefer 
and circuit ops Harry Brandt and 
Fred Schwartz spoke for the meas- 
ure. 

The action will give Variety 
clubs a tent in the only large-size 
city in the U. S. which so far has 
failed to organize. Charter is to be 
forthcoming within the next two 
months at the latest. Robert O’Don- 
nell, chief barker of the interna- 
tional, wired MPA his congratu- 
lations and promised early action 
on the charter. 

With the transition into a Va- 
riety Club, the group will lease a 
building in the Times Sq. area 
equipped for extending to mem- 
bers the traditional services sup- 
plied by the organization in other 
cities. While Max A. Cohen, head 
of Cinema Circuit, was installed at 
the same meeting as newly-elected 
president of MPA, a new election 
will be held to chose the chief 


(Continued on page 26) 





UA, Foregoing ‘Henry’ 
Dates Just Preceding 
‘Hamlet,’ Defers to U 


At the behest of Robert Ben- 
jamin, prexy of the J. Arthur Rank 
| Organization in the U.S., United 
| Artists is foregoing its habit of 
booking “Henry V” into a town a 
few days before _  Universal’s 
“Hamlet” is scheduled to open, 
Both pix were produced by Rank. 

UA, whose pic had played most 
of the towns previously, was taking 
the edge off the newer film, Uni- 
versal complained. Since it was a 
repeat run for “Henry” UA was 
charging only $1.20 admission 
| against the $2.40 being asked for 
“Hamlet” first time around. UA 
| Was copping a good bit of business 
on the strength of the publicity 
engendered by “Hamlet,” and U 
squawked that the towns were be- 
ing overdosed with Shakespeare. 

“Henry V,” incidentally, con- 
tinues to do phenomenal business, 
| still turning in a gross of about 
; $10,000 a week in its third year of 
|release. It has netted $1,785,000 
;in U.S. and Canadian rentals after 
| advertising and all costs.’ 
Unusual strength of the picture 
in an Easter Week 
booking at the Little Carnegie, 
N.Y., which puts it into the house 
for the third time. It opened 
yesterday (Tuesday) at the J ittle 
Cinemet, N.Y., for what is a ound 
its 12th engagement in Manhattan. 


Huddle With Bergman 
On Italian-Made Pic 


Roberto Rossellini, Italian di- 
rector; Ilya Lopert, New York for- 
, eign film distrib and circuit opera- 
_tor, who is associated with Rossel- 
| lini, and Rudy Solmsen, French 
| and Italian producer, also tied up 
_into the setup, planed to the Coast 
| over the weekend from New York 
'for confabs with Ingrid Bergman. 
They have a tentative deal with 
the star for a picture they hope to 
| put into work in Rome about 
| March 15. 

Trio will be on the Coast about 
a week and expect to have details 
| all nailed down by that time. Ros- 
| sellini and Solmsen, who were in 
New York all last week, expect to 
spend another week or so there, 
following their return from the 
| Coast, before heading back to 
| Rome. 


Mayberry Eyes N. Y. 
Bill Mayberry, 20th-Fox casting 
| director, came into N. Y. from. 
|Hollywood over the weekend to 
|look over some people for a pic 
| 20th is shooting on the Coast in 
| the Spring. 

He'll also eye the Broadway 
| shows, remaining about a week. 
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New 


6 ? . ’ “Johnny Belinda” still is big in| 
all a us ali Im second week at Princess. 
| Estimates for This Week 


Los Angeles, Jan. 25. 

The weather continues to plague 
local firstruns, trimming grosses 
under hopes for the past week. 
However, new bills teeing off this 
frame are shaping up well despite 
the rain. “Don Juan” looks for 
hefty $55,000 in first week for 
three theatres. 

“Criss Cross” is heading for 
good $44,000 in six situations 
mostly small-seaters. “Unknown 
Island.” in three houses, looks 
okay $25,000. “Return of October” 
should get nice $33,000 in two 
sites. “Don’t Trust Husband” 
shapes trim $30,000 in four houses, 
mostly small ones. 

Second session of “Yellow Sky” 
is sighting $42.000 in four spots, 
and “Words and Music” $40,000 in | 
three, both very solid. Roadshow 
run of “Red Shoes” at small Fine 
Arts continues to build with likely | 
$10,000 in fourth round, bettering | 
previous weeks. 

Estimates for This Week 

Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 60-$1) 
—“‘Unknown Island” (FC) and 
“Feathered Serpent” (Mono). Okay 
$4,500 or near. Last week. “Blood 


on Moon” (RKO) and “Trouble 
Preferred” (20th) (3d wk-5 days), 
$? 200. 


Beverly (FWC) 1,352; $1-$1.80)— 
“Joan Are” (RKO) (5th wk). Fair 
$4500. Last week, $5,900. 

Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
Prin-Cor) (834; 65-$1) — “Don't 
Trust Husband” (UA). Good $7,000. 
Last week “Best Years” (RKO) (3d 
wk). $3,800. 

Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 
85-$1.25)—“Portrait Jennie” (SRO) 
(5th wk). Mild $6,500. Last week, 
don to $8,400. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048: 
60-$1)—“‘Yellow Sky” (20th) and 
“Alaska Patrol” (FC) (2d wk). 
Good $10,000. Last week, rugged 
$15.000. 

Culver (FWC) (1,145: 60-$1)— 
“Criss Cross” (U) and “Jiggs, Mag- 
gie in Court” (Mono). Neat $6,000. 
Last week, “Blood On Moon” 
(RKO) and “Trouble Preferred” 

(20th) (3d wk-5 days). $2,700. 

Downtown (WB) (1.757; 60-$1)— 
“Don Juan” (WB). Stout $20,000. 
Last week, “Whiplash” (WB) (2d 
wk-5 days), $9,100. ; 

Downtown Music Hall (Prin-Cor) 
(902: 55-$1)—‘“‘Don’t Trust Hus- 
band” (UA). Good $12.000. Last 
weck. “Best Years” (RKO) (3d wk), 
$8 000. 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 60-$1)— 


“Words and Music” (M-G) (2d wk). | 


Brisk $10,000. Last week, smart 
$15.100. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 60-$1) — 
“Snake Pit” (20th) (m.o.) (2d wk). 
. Okay $5,000. Last week, $6,500. 

“squire (Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) 
—‘‘Baker’s Wife’ (Indie) (reissue). 
Oke $2,500. Last week, “Woman 
Ht” (Indie) (2d wk), $1,900. 

“ine Arts (FWC) (679; $1.20- 
$2. ‘0)—“Red Shoes” (EL) (4th wk). 
S- ‘4 $10,000. Last week, $9,800. 

cour Star (UA-WC) (900; $1.20- 
$°.(%—“‘Hamlet” (U) (13th wk). 
Steody $7,000. Last week, nice 
$7 700. 

Guild (FWC) (968; 60-$1)—“‘Criss 
Cross” (U) and “Jiggs, Maggie in 
Court” (Mono). Mild $4,500. Last 
week, “Act of Murder” (U) and 
“Shep Comes Home” (SG) (2d wk- 
4 drys), $1,100. 

"fawaii (G&S-Prin-Cor) (1,106: 
55-°1)— “Don’t Trust Husband” 
(UA). Nice $6,000. Last week, 
“Best Years” (RKO) (3d wk), 
$3 800. 

Hollywood (WB) (2.756; 60-$1)— 
“Don Juan” (WB). Fast $18,000. 
Last week, “Whiplash” (WB) (2d 
w'-5 days), $6.800 

“ollywood Music Hall (Prin-Cor) 
(55-85)—“‘Don’t Trust Husband” 
(UA). Good $5,000. Last week, 
“Rost Years’ (RKO) (3d wk), 
$2 900. 

“eis (FWC) (828: 60-85)—‘Criss 
Cioss” (U) and “Jiggs, Maggie in 
Court” (Mono). Moderate $4,000 
Lest week, “Act Murder” (U) and 
“Shep Comes Home” (SG) (2d wk- 
4 vs), $1,200. 


La Tijera  (Griffith-Coleman) 
(1 590; 60-$1)—‘‘Dear Secretary” 
(UA) (2d wk). . Down to $5,000 


Last week, new deluxer in subur- 
bon area, opened (12) as firstrun. 
First week was good $9,300. 

Caurel (Rosener) (890; $1.20) — 
*‘Svmphonie Pastorale” (Indie) (5th 
wk. Steady $4,000 or over. Last 
wok, $4,500. 

*..ew’s State (Loews-WC) (2.404: 
—69-"1)—“Yellow Sky” (20th) and 
“Alaska Patrol’ (FC) (2d wk). Good 
$17,500. Last week, sharp $29,000. 

Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2.097: 
60-$1)—“‘VW/ords and Music” (M-G) 
(2d wk). Trim $18,000. Last week, 
bright $26,400. 


Pix Up L.A.; ‘Criss Cross Crisp 
$44,000, ‘Juan’ Hefty 556, “Oct 336, 22: sculpts fn 


Musketeers’ New High 
$25,000, Mont’! Leader 


Montreal, Jan. 25. 





hitting a new high at Loew’s. | 


Loew’s (C. T.) (2,855; 40-65)— 

Loyola (FWC) (1,248; 60-$1)— “Three Musketeers” (M-G). Smash 
“Yellow Sky” (20th) and “Alaska | $25,000, new high here. Last week, 
Patrol” (FC) (2d wk). Nice $7,000. “When Baby Smiles” (20th), steady 





Last week, $10,000. $12,000. 

Orpheum (D’town-WC) (2,210;| Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60)— | 
60-$1)—“Unknown Island” (FC)|“Qne Sunday Afternoon” (WB). | 
and “Feathered Serpent” (Mono). |Okay $14,000 or over. Last week, | 
Pleasing $15,500. Last week, |“Rope” (WB) (2d wk), tight $10,500. | 
“Blood On Moon” (RKO) and Palace (C.T.) (2,625: 34-60)— 


“Trouble Preferred” (20th) (3d wk- 
5 days), $8,200. 
Palace (D’town) (1,191; $1-1.80) 
—“Joan Arc” (RKO) (5th wk). Fine 
(Continued on page 18) 


“Life With Father’? (WB) (2d wk). 
Doing well at $11,000 following 
smash first at $15,500. 

Princess. (C. T.) (2,131; 34-60)— | 
“Johnny Belinda” (WB) (2d wk). 
Big $16,000 after record first of | 
$19,000. 

Imperial (C. T.) (1,839; 26-45)— | 
“Berlin Express” (RKO) (2d wk). | 
Down to $6,000 after a first week | 
of $8,500. 

Orpheum (C. T.) (1,040; 34-60)— 
“Red River” (UA) (4th wk). Still | 


Dear to Heart’ 
hot at $6,500 after third session | 


Wham 216, Cincy 3-3 


Cincinnati, Jan. 25. 
“So Dear to My Heart,” heavily 


premiere, tending cis” wins Raver Fast 16G, 
Mpls.; ‘Hamlet’ 156 
pis.; Hamlet | 








topheavy figure. Only other new 
bill, ““‘The Accused.” is fair, trail- 
ing “Snake Pit,” a hefty second- 
rounder. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75)—‘“So 


Dear to My Heart” (RKO), Wham Minneapolis, Jan. 25. 
$21,000. Rave notices. Terrif Punishing weather is affecting 
buildup here as part of world biz here to some extent, but sev- 


eral entries are doing well. “Ham-| 
let.” on Theatre Guild roadshow} 
date at Century, looks fancy, while | 
“Red River” is smash at State. | 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600; $1.20-$2.40) 
—‘Hamlet” (U). Advance praise | 
made this a respectable entry de-| 


preem in four-state area, included 
programs on Crosley radio and tele 
stations, frontpage news campaign 
with Cincy Post, and p.a. opening | 
day of film’s Beulah Bondi, Luana 
Patten and Bobby Driscoll. All this 
plus 64-85¢ stageshow scale pull- 
ing this over. Walt Disney also was 
on hand and drew press and air 


1 ; 7 Dy ?? | spite aversion to advanced prices. 
non wehane sie 000 Yellow Sky | Fancy $15,000 looms. Last week. | 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 55-75)—| gr ayctace’ (Par) (4th wk), okay) 
Snake Pit” (20th) (2d wk). Sizzling Gopher (Par) (1,000: 40-50)— | 


$13,000 in wake of sensational $19,- 
500 bow. 

Grand. (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)— 
“Words and Music” (M-G) (4th wk). 
Sweet $7,000 after robust $9,500 
third stanza. 

Guild (Indie) (278; $1.20-$2.40)— 
“Hamlet” (U) (5th wk). Strong $6,- 
000. Last week, $6,200. 

Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 55-75) 
—“Gotta Stay Happy” (U) (2d wk). 
Above par $8,000 trailing torrid 
$13,000 opening round. 


(SG). Fine $3,500. Last week, 
“Kidnapped” (Mono) and “Trouble 
Makers” (Mono), $3,200. 


Stay Happy” (U) (2d wk). 
plenty of pull at $5,000. Last week, 
“Yellow Sky” (20th) (3d wk), $3,- 
800. 

Pix (Corwin) (300; 50-70)—“Yel- 
low Sky” (20th) (m.o). Nice $1,800 
for hen ps — downtown. Last 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 55-75)— Wee mu: vast ays Pompeii” (RKO) 
| “Paleface” (Par) (m.o.) (2d wk). and “She” (RKO) (reissues), big 


Holding at oke $4,500 on fifth 2.000 in second week. 
downtown sesh. Last week, $5,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-75)— 
“The Accused” (Par). Moderate 


| $11,000. Last week, “One Sunday | 
_Afternoon” (WB), about same. Y | __RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800: 50- 


|e ae 70)—‘“Man From Colorado” (Col). 
| «Yellow Sky isothineg A gg na So-so $9.500. Last week, “Gallant 
| 0). Perky | Binde” (Col), mild $9.500 
$5,500. Last week, “Every Girl e* (Col), mild $9.500. 


Married” (RKO) (m.o. ‘ 4 RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600: 50-70)— 
Fons an, $4,500. 0.), third down- | “Let’s Live Little’ (EL). Very 


| (Continued on page 18) 


'“Wonderfv® Urge” (20th). Modest 
| $14,000. Last week, “Gotta Stay 
Happy” (U), $14,000. 


aor 


| 
} 


‘Bandit’ Hefty $37,000 in 





Mild Hub: 
‘Accused 226, Unfaithfully’ Fair 216 


Boston, Jan. 25. | Killed ‘Doc’ Robin” (UA). Okay 
| With average fare and h.o’s $22,000. Last week, “Wonderful 
dominating the scene not much! Urge” (20th) and “Jungle Patrol” 
more than average biz — need (20th), solid $25,000. 
this week. “Kissing Bandit” paire Oo ( ( ia 
with “My Dear Secretary” at Or- | «xintae Bee’ Gee ae ee 
_pheum and State looks trim. “The | secretary” (UA). Nice $22,000 
' Accused” is fairly good at the Met. | Last week, “Three Godfathers” 
|The only other newcomer, “Un- | (MG) and “Gallant Blade” (Col) 
faithfully Yours at Memorial | disappointing $19,500 , 


looms as only fair. Paramount (NET) (1,700; 44-85) 








Estimates for This Week | ¢ s49 

| y /—‘“Snake Pit” (Par) and “Troubl 
| Astor (Jaycox) (1,200; 44-85) —| Maker” (Mono) (4th wk). Nice 
| “Enchantment” (RKO) (5th wk). : 


"About $10,000 after big $12,000 for “iaeee (Ades (kee eee. 


fourth “ j 
- ; _“Walked By Night” (EL) and “Old 
Boston (RKO) (2d wk) (3.000; 44- Fashioned Girl” (EL) (3d. wk). 


' 85)—“Blood on Moon” (RKO) and 
“The Pearl” (RKO). Trim $16,000 5700, after okay $10,000 for 
'in 6 days after solid $23,000 first | State (Loew) (3.500: 44-85) — 


| week. 


Exeter (Indie) “Kissing Bandit” (M-G) and “Dear 


(1,200; 44-75) — 





ie - b. ) | Secretary” (UA), Good $15,000 
Paisan” (Indie) (5th wk). Still . q 
; : Last week, “Phre a 

mice it about $7,000. Last week, /(M-G) and “Gallant Blade" (Col), 
Fenway (NET) (1,373: 44-85) — $13,200. 

“Snake Pit” (00th) and ‘Trobe [es 

Makers” (Mono) (4th wk). Okay | 


Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
— the U. S. amusement 
ax. 


$5.000. Last week $6,000. 

Majestic (Shubert) (1,500; $2.40) | 
—“Red Shoes” (EL) (10th wk). 
Still brisk with about $9,000 after | 
about same Ist session. | 

Memorial (RKO) (3.000: 44-85)— | 
“Unfaithfully Yours” (20th) and/| 
‘Belle Starr’s Daughter” (20th). | 
Fair $21,000. Last week, “Mexican | 
Hayride” (U) and “Sofia” (FC), | 
dim $15,000. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4.367: 44-85) 
—"“The Accused” (Par) and “Who 


|“Unfaithfully Yours” (20th). 


Lyric (Par) (1.000; 50-70)—“Gotta | 
Retains | 


Radio Citv (Par) (4.000; 50-70)— | 


Rain Perks Up Frisco Biz; ‘Witch’ 
Wow $30,000, ‘Afternoon Nice 18¢ 





» 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross | 
This Week ..... .$2,932,000 
(Based on 23 cities, 224 

theatres, chiefly first runs, tn- 

cluding N. Y.). 

Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year . $3,822,800 
(Based on 23 cities, 219 

theatres). 


Pit’ Biggest Bet 
In Philly, $45,000 


Philadelphia, Jan. 25. 

Weekend downpour washed out 
biz here, with only a few picfures 
clocking up real grosses. Newest | 
winner is “Snake Pit,” at the Fox, 
with lines at most shows. Weather | 
is having little effect on it. Else- 
where it is largely holdover, with 
“Wake of Red Witch” sturdy in 
second Stanley week. 

“Last Days of Pompeii’’-‘‘She,” 
reissue combo, will be torrid at 
Keith’s. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; $1.20-$2.40) 
—“‘Hamlet” (U) (9th wk). Oke $12,- 
000. Last week, about same. 

Arcadia (S&S) (700; 50-94) — 
Fair 
$5,000. Last week, “Three Muske- | 
teers’ (M-G) (2d wk), great $5,500. 

Boyd (WB) (2,360: 50-99)—“‘Gotta 
Stay Happy” (U) (3d wk). Mild 
$14,500 after tepid $17,300 second 
stanza. 

Earle 








(WB) (2,700: 50-99) — 


«“ ” : a “Words and Music” (M-G) (5th wk). 
Harpoon” (SG) and “Black Eagle” | Nice $14,500, Last week, $18,000. 


| Fox (20th) (2,250: 50-99)—‘“Snake 
| Pit’ (20th). Terriffic $45,000 or 

near. Last week, “Yellow Sky” 
| (20th) (3d wk), $16,000. 


Goldman (Goldman) (1,200: 50- 


99)—"‘Paleface” (Par) (4th wk). 
Holding well at $15,000. Last 
| week, great $18,000. 

| Karlton (Goldman) (1,000: 90- 


| $1.80)—“Joan of Are” (RKO) (5th 
wk). Still sock at $18,000. Last 
| week, $23,500. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1,300: 50-99) 
'—‘‘She” (RKO) and “Last Days | 
| Pompeii” (RKO) (reissues). Torrid 
| $12,500. Last week, “3 Godfathers’ | 
| (M-G) (2d wk), $6,500. 

| Mastbaum (WB) (4,360: 50-99)—| 
|“Every Girl Married” (RKO) (2d | 
wk). Still going good at $24,000. | 
Last week, trim $31,500. 

Princess (WB) (450: 35-80) —. 
“Paisan” (Indie) (4th wk). Profit-. 
able $4,000. Last week, $5,000. | 

Stanley (WB) (2,950: 50-99) — 
“Wake of Red Witch” (Rep) (2d 
wk). Big $23,000 after great $31,000 
opener. | 

Stanton (WB) (1,475: 50-99) — 
|“Walked By Night” (EL) (3d wk). | 
'Great $11,500. Holds a fourth.| 
| Last week, sock $15,500. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500: $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (5th wk). | 
| Steady $10,000. Last week, ditto. 








‘Shoes’ Heads for New 
Toronto Record, $21,000 


j Toronto, Jan. 25. 
With weekend turnaway busi- | 
ness, “Red Shoes” may break the | 
Odeon’s house record. Only other | 
newcomer is “Kissing Bandit,” | 
which looks healthy at Uptown. | 
Estimates for This Week 1 
Hyland (Rank) (1,354; $1-$1.50) | 
—‘Hamlet” (U) (10th wk). Still | 
‘holding up at near-capacity $8,500 | 
after last week's similar figure. 
| Imperial (FP) (3,373; 36-66)— | 
“Paleface” (Par) (5th wk). Good | 
$8,500 after last week’s fine $9,500. | 
nioew’s (Loew) (2,096; 36-66)— | 
| Three Musketeers” (M-G) (5th 
wk). Okay $7,000 after last week's | 





he -~ 
| Odeon \Rank) (2,390; 35-$1.20) 
'—‘“Red Shoes” (EL). Terrific $21.- 


000 and likely to break house rec- 
(ord. Last week, “Angel on Ama- 
/zon” (Rep), thin $9,000. 

Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 36-66)—“Ac- 
| cused” (Par) (2d° wk). Okay $9,000 | 
after last week’s fine $11,000. 

- Tivoli (FP) (1,431; 36-66)— | 
“Snake Pit” (20th) (3d wk). Hefty 
$5,500 after last week’s big $6,500. 
- Uptown (Loew) (2,743: 36-66— | 
| “Kissing Bandit” (M-G). Fine $12,- 
| 000. Last week, “Mexican Hay- 
ivide” (U) (2d wk), okay $7,500. 


| well 


| “Wonderful 


‘ental. 
'“Man From Colorado” (Col) and 


_ days) 


: San Francisco, Jan. 25. 
Rainy weekend is helping to give 
current session a healthy tone at 
the boxoffice. It was a real heip 
since biz had fallen with the tem- 
perature during the week. Biggest 


lcoin is going to “Wake of Red 
| Witch” at the Fox. “One Sunday 


Afternoon” is doing surprisingly 
at the Paramount. “Gotta 
Stay Happy” shapes mild at Or- 
pheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 60- 
85)—“Boy With Green Hair” 
(RKO) and “Close-Up” (EL) (24 
wk). Down to $10,500. Last week, 
good $21.000. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)— 
“Wake of Red Witch” (Rep) and 
“Incident” (Mono). Big $30.000 or 
close. Last week, “Snake Pit” 
(20th) (3d wk), 5 days, nice $11,500. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,656: 60-85)— 
Urge” (20th) and 
“Christopher Blake” (WB) (2d wk). 
Thin $7,500 in 5 days. Last week, 
big $20,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646: 60-85)— 
“One Sunday Afternoon” (WB) 
and “Dynamite” (Par). Stout $18.- 
000 or near. Last week, “Paleface” 
(Par) and “Disaster” (Par) (4th wk), 
5 days. big $13,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)~ 
“Don Juan” (WB) (2d wk). Fancy 
$17,000. Last week, sock $26.000. 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448: 55- 
85)—“Gotta Stay Happy” (U) and 
“Blackie’s Ghinese Venture” (Col). 
Mild $12,500. Last. week, “Dark 
Past” (Col) and “I Surrender, Dear” 
(Col), $12,000. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1.207: 
55-85)—“‘Don’t Trust Your Hus- 
band” (UA). Sturdy $9,500. Last 
week, “Best Years” (RKO) (reissue) 
(4th wk), big $6,000. 

Stagedoor (Ackerman) (350; $1.20- 
$2.40) —“‘Hamlet” (11th wk). Good 
$10.000. Last week, fine $10,800. 

Esquire (No. Coast) (955; 55-85) 
—“‘Jungle Jim” (Col) and “Road 
Big House” (SG). Nice $7,000. Last 
week, “Rogue’s Regiment” (U) and 
“Ladies of Chorus” (Col) (m.o.), 
$5,500 for third week. 

United Nations (FWC) (1,149; 60- 
85)—“‘Snake Pit” (20th) (‘m.o.). 
Okay $4,000 for fourth downtown 
week. Last week, “Yellow Sky” 
(20th) and “Bungalow 13” (20th) 
(m.o.), 5 days, $2,300. 

State (Par) (2,133; 60-85)—‘Pale- 
face” (Par) and “Disaster” (Par) 
(m.o.). Husky $9,000. Last week, 
“In Navy” (U) and “Hold That 
Ghost” (U) (2d wk) (reissues) ‘2d 
wk), $5,000. 





Port. Slow; ‘Venus’ Trim 


$11,000, ‘Years’ 106, 2d 


Portland, Ore., Jan. 25. 

Biz is off here this week, hold- 
overs and unfavorable weather 
hurting. “One Touch of Venus” 
is faring well at Broadway. “Best 
Years” shapes big on second round 
at the Mayfair. “Last Days of 
Pompeii” and “She” are solid in 
two houses. 

Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50-85) 


'—“Touch of Venus” (U) and “Out 


of Storm” (Rep). Solid $11,000. 
Last week, “June Bride” (WB) and 
“Texas, Brooklyn” (UA) (2d wk), 
good $7,700. 

Guild (Parker) (427; $1.80-$2.40) 
—“Hamlet” (U) (4th wk). Strong 
$8,500. Last week, $10,000. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85)— 


“Best Years” (RKO) and “Blondie’s 


Secret” (Col) (Qd wk). Excellent 
$10,000. Last week, okay $9,500. 
Music Box (H-E) (1,000; 50-85)— 
“Wonderful Urge” (20th) and 
“Belle Starr’s Daughter” (Col) (2d 


wk) (m.o.). Good $3,000. Last 
week, okay $2,700. 
Oriental (H-E) (2,000; 50-85)— 


“Last Days Pompeii’ (RKO) and 
“She” (RKO) (reissues). Day-date 
with Paramount. Okay $4,000. 
Last week, “Man From Colorado” 
(Col) and “Fighting Back” (20th), 
fine $4,700. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 
“Paleface” (Par) and “Manhattan 
Angel” (Col) (3d wk). Fine $8,000. 
Last week, sock $10,500. . 

Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 50-85) 


“Last Days Pompeii” (RKO) and 


Also Ori- 
Last week, 


“She” (RKO) (reissues). 
Good $8,000. 


“Fighting Back” (20th), $7,500. 
Playhouse (H-E) (1,200; 50-85)— 
“Man From Colorado” (Col) and 


“Smart Girls Don’t Talk” (WB) 
(m.o.). Nearly $2,000. Last week. 
“Yellow Sky” (20th) and “This Is 


N. Y.” (UA) (2d wk) (m.o.), fair 


$1,800. 


United Artists (Parker) (895: 50- 
85)—“Words and Music” ‘(M-G) ‘4 
(4th wk). Strong $4,000. 
Last week, solid $6,400. 
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Despite Sleet, Cold 


Chi Holds Well; 


Urge’-Duchin Rousing at $53,000, 
‘Regiment Fine 186, ‘Shoes’ 146, 5th 





Chicago, Jan. 25. + 


Despite sleet and near -zero) 
weather- that hit Loop biz early 
this week, attendance isn’t off as 
much as expected. Chicago with 
“That Wonderful Urge” with Eddy | 
Duchin band is heading for prime | 
$53,000. ‘Rogues’ Regiment” at/| 
the Grand is shaping toward fine | 
$18,000. ‘Three Godfathers” at) 
United Artists is on mild side at | 

000. 
Oe rrelow Sky” at Oriental plus 
Janis Paige onstage in second 
week looks smart $51,000. “‘Mexi- 
can Hayride” at the Palace shapes 
trim $15,000 on second also. 

“Red Shoes” at Selwyn is build- 
ing and should take excellent $14,-| 
000 for fifth stanza. “Hamlet” in 
ninth week at Apollo holds well at 
$12,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,400; $1.20-$2.40) 
—“Hamlet” (U) (9th wk). Nifty 
$12,000. Last week, $12,500. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— 
“Wonderful Urge” (20th) with 
Eddy Duchin onstage. Potent $53,-_ 
000 or near. Last week, “Accused” | 
(Par) with Jack Carson, Robert 
Alda and Marion Hutton onstage 
(2d wk), sock $50,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98)— 
“Jungle Patrol’ (20th) and “Belle 
Starr’s Daughter” (20th) (2d wk). | 
Lukewarm $6,000. Last week, 
$8,500. 

Grand 





(RKO) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Rogues’ Regiment” (U). Sterling 
$18,000. Last week, “Countess | 
Monte Cristo” (U), $11,000. 
Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-98) 
—‘Yellaw Sky” (20th) with Janis 


Paige topping vaude (2d wk). 
Sharp $51,000. Last week, wow | 
$62,000. 


Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; $1.20- 
$2.40)\—‘‘Red Shoes” (EL) (5th wk). | 
Gaining momentum to land very | 
sock $14,000. Last week, $13,000. | 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— | 


“Mexican Hayride” (U) (2d wk). | 000. Last 
| 


Neat $15,000. Last week, $20,000. 
Rialto (Indie) 


Light $7,500. Last week, 
$9,800. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Whiplash” (WB) (2d wk). 
erate $10,000. 
$13,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
—‘‘Dark Past” (Col) and “Jungle 
Jim” (Col). Lean $14,000. Last 
week, “He Walked By Night” (EL) 
(2d wk), big $18,000. 

Surf (Indie) (650; 85)—‘“‘Day of 
Wrath” (Indie). 
Last week, “This Is N. Y.”’ (UA) 
(8th wk), $5,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
98) — “Three Godfathers” (M-G). 
Weakish $16,000. Last week, “Un- 
faithfully Yours” (20th), (2d wk) 
$12.000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
“Red River” (UA) (5th wk). Solid 
$21,000. Last week, $26,000. 


Last week, modest 


World (Indie) (587; 80) — 
“Paisan” (Indie) (2d wk). Boff 
$8,000. Last week, broke house 


record with $10,000. 





Inaugural No Bonanza 
To Wash. Albeit ‘Joan’ 
Huge $37,000, ‘Pit’ 186 


; Washington, Jan. 25. 

Anticipated Inaugural bonanza 
backfired here, with biz slumping 
badly during the height of the 
celebration. Most of town’s exhibs 
are blaming it on video, which out 
drew even the array of class first- 
runs the main stem assembled for 
the visitors. Midnight shows 
Skedded to take care of the over- 
flow were outright flops. “Joan 
of Arc” which opened at RKO 


Keith’s on the eve of the Inaugu- | 


ration, seems to have weathered 
the storm best. 

Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew’s) (2,434; 44-80)— 
Wonderful Urge” (20th) plus 
vaude. Nice $24,000 for an or- 
dinary week, but not for this one. 


Last week, “Unfaithfully Yours” , 


saath) plus vaude, fell short of 
Opes but still at stout $35,000, 
thanks to Jane Powell on stage. 
Columbia (Loew’s) (1,263; 44-74) 
ar In Navy” (U) plus “Who Done 
aa U if eck ena Sturdy $7,500. 
an) poy ellow Sky” (20th) 
go.4npent (Lopert) (376; °$1.20- 
Off _ Red Shoes” (EL) (3d wk). 
beaten track arty house doing 
(Continued on page 18) 


(1,700; 50-98)— | (20th) (2d wk). 
“Blood on Moon” (RKO) (4th wk). | 


Mod- | Manhattan” 


Excellent $5,500. | 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week : $654,000 
(Based on 16 theatres) 

Last Year $655,300 
(Based on 22 theatres) 


Stay Happy’ Hep 
$18,000 Tops Prov. 


Providence, Jan. 25. 
Just average here this round 
with no outstanding grosser. Ma- 
jestic’s “You Gotta Stay Happy” 
looks best with sizeable’ session. 











'“Kiss Blood Off My Hands” in 
| second week at RKO Albee is do- 


ing okay. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65) — 


“Kiss Blood Off Hands” (U) and/| 
(Rep) (2d, 
|'wk). Six-day holdover expecting 


“Sons of Adventure” 


good. $9,500. First week, nice 
| $15,000. 
Carlton (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)— 


| “Yellow Sky” (20th) and “Trouble 
| Preferred” 
i wk). Good $4,000. 


(3d downtown 
Last week, 
“Belle Starr’s Daughter” (20th) 
and “Inner Sanctum” (FC), nice 
$5,500. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—‘Far 
Frontier” (Rep) and vaude on 
stage. Healthy $7,000. Last week, 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) and 
Bobby Jordan heading stageshow, 
same. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Gotta Stay Happy” (U) and ‘“Po- 
lice Reporter” (SG). Healthy $18,- 
week, “Yellow Sky” 
“Trouble Preferred” 
Neat $14,000. 


Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 


(20th) 


(20th) and 


Fairish 
Last week, “Girl From 
(UA) and Horace 
| Heidt and his New Stars on stage, 
$8,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 

“Shockproof” (Col) and “Slightly 
French” (Col). Fairly active $19,- 
000. Last week, “Three God- 
fathers” (M-G) and “Piccadilly In- 
| cident” (M-G), big $22,000. 
Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44- 
| 65)—*‘The Accused” (Par). Opened 
‘Monday (24). Last week, “Dark 
|Past” (Col) and “Jungle Jim” (Col), 
nice $12,000. 


ony | €5)-—"“ Who Done It” (U) and “It 


Ain’t Hay” (U) (reissues). 
| $7,500. 





Det. Drags Despite New 
Films; ‘Married’ Robust 


216, ‘Whiplash’ Only 116 


Detroit, Jan. 25. 
Four new bills here this week 


but biz is on sluggish side. “Every | 


Girl Should Be Married” at Michi- 
|/gan looks best new entry. “Gotta 
Stay Happy” is nice at the United 
Artists. Weekend trade is being 
hurt some by the Civic Light 
Opera. 

“Snake Pit” is pacing the hold- 
‘overs with fairly good second week 
lat the Fox. 

{ Estimates for This Week 

| Fox (20th-Fox) (5,000; 70-95)— 
| “Snake Pit” (20th) (2d wk). Steady 
| $22,000. Last week, $23,000. 

| Michigan (UDT) (4,000; 70-95)— 
“Every Girl Married” (RKO) and 
“Sons of Adventure” (Rep.). Fine 


$21,000 or over. Last week, “Pale- | 


face” (Par) (4th wk), solid $15,000. 
Palms (UDT) (2,900; 
“Man 


good $15,000. Last week, 


From Colorado” (Col) and*‘Blonde | 


‘Ice” (FC), fair $12,000. 

United Artists (UDT) (2,000; 70- 
95)—““You Gotta Stay Happy” (U). 
Nice $15,000. Last week, 
cused” (Par), $14,000. 

Madison (UDT) (1,800; 70-95)— 
“Whiplash” (WB) and “Christo- 
pher Blake” (WB). Barely okay 
$11,000. Last week, “Unknown Is- 
land” (FC), $10.000. 

Adams (UDT) (1,700; 70-95)— 
“Words and Music” (M-G) (4th 


wk). Down to $7,000. Last week, 


oke $8,500. 
Downtown (UDT) (3,700; 70-95) 


—“Three Musketeers” (M-G) (4th 
wk). Light $11,000. 
' $14,000. 





Pitfall’-‘Texas’ $10,000 Coe f 
“eee, evi eo Letter’ OK 1376, ‘Chicken’ - Martin 

oven mouicenbiy“Nelther °F 

toms at amount aes 1056, ‘Colorado -Ink Spots Mild 606 


VARIETY PICTURE GROSSES 5) 
Storms, sleet, snow and zero. 
weather held weekend openings | 
|cold wave cutting in sharply. 
Estimates for This Week Despite five new bills and favor-; Monica Lewis, Boyd Raeburn orch 


Weather Dulls Omaha; RB S Decision’ G 
; 1, B Way spotty; Decision’ Great $63,000, 
| down noticeably. 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- able weather over the weekend,| opens Feb. 2. 





44-65)— | 


70-95)— | 
“Night Has Thousand Eyes” (Par) | 


“Ac- | 


Last week, | 


65) — “Pitfall” (UA) and “Texas, | : : ; | 

Brookiyn'” UA). “Okay” at $10,000, (5\"niEht" pivadeay rsirus Bose | gate Avenue, (U>, (68%: $1.20 

despite stormy weather. Last! ness is extremely spotty this week. 2-40) — “Hamlet” (U) (18th wk). 

week, “Letter from Unknown The uneven: tempo fnds several  eVventeenth week ended last 

Woman” (U) and Henry Busse band theatres with sluggish to slim/| (Tues.) night held firm at $15,300, 

plus Dinning Sisters onstage solid trade. Contrasted to this is the @{ter fine $15,600 for 16th round. 

| $20,000 at 20-80c scale. way some extended-runs continue Stays on. _ 

| Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16-' strongly. P vom By poe a (Rocke- 

65) — “Fighter Squadron” (WB). sonal » picture is | lellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40). —"“Letter 
q Outstanding new picture 1S! im) phree Wives” (20th) and stage- 


| Good $9,500. Last week, “Red «a . Pe BBE Fe ‘ 
River” (WA), fine $14 500. Command Decision” which looks) show. First week ending today 
to reach smash $63,000 or better in Wed) hi Bach 5. 
Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— initial week at the State. Not a ()*ed.) fit very good $137,000. 
“Gallant Blade” (Col) and “Un- record but viewed as highly satis- a Last week, sixth for Words 
tamed Breed” (Col). Nice $7,000. factory. Biggest money total is be- — — (MiG) and stageshow 
Last week, “Blood on Moon” (RKO) jing garnered by “Letter to Three wee Cone to $105,000. 
and “Ladies of Chorus” (2d wk) Wives” at Music Hall. Looks to hit Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-$1.20)— 
split with “Who Done It” (U) and very good $137,000 but not as -big “Unknown Island” (FC) (3d-final 


“In the Navy” (U) (reissues), okay as recent Hall openings. wk). Third session ending tomor- 
row (Thurs.) is slipping to barely 


$8,000. Other new pi i 
pictures are finding ‘ ee 4p vie : 
State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65) — the going rough. “Chicken Every ng oe — ht” 7 —. 
“Christopher Blake’ (WB) and Sunday” with Tony Martin topping | “Reenty _ d 3 ” te re die) 
“Main Street Kid” (Rep).. Good stageshow is giving the Roxy $105,- Friday (28). cast (andie) open 


$3,000. Lasi week, “Rose Washing- 000, rated barely okay for eight } ple 
ton Square” (20th) (reissue) and days. “Man From Colorado” with Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60- 
“That’s My Boy” (Indie), 84,000. | the Ink Spots heading stage bill is! $1.25)—‘Snake Pit” (20th) (12th 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-65) far from big at $60,000 in first wk). Current frame ending today 
—“Red River” (UA) (m.o. and week at Capitol. “Act of Violence” | (Wed.) is holding up in fine fashion 
| ‘Money Madness” (FC). Okay $9,- jis not being helped by good re- at better than $27,000, not far from 
|500. Last week, “Time of Life” | yiews, with very mild $19,000 in lith week’s strong $29,000. Holds 
(UA), $8,500. | prospect on first Criterion week. indef. 

Strongest second week bill is Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.80) — 
“The Accused,” with the Mills “Chicken Every Sunday” (20th) 
Bros. heading stageshow at the With Tony Martin, Dean Murphy, 
Paramount, with $62,000. Showing | Beatrice Kraft Dancers plus ice- 
of inaugural via large-screen tele-| Show heading stage bill (2d wk). 


a 
‘ain Founds Fitt; 
vision in the theatre helped con-| First week (8 days) ended yester- 


° ’ siderably but figured as adding to day (Tues.) was barely okay $105,- 
0 attendance on only a few shows. | 900 and on disappointing side con- 
9 “Wake of Red Witch” still is un-|Sidering the extra day. Got away 


usually big with $29,000 for third |Slowly but did nicely over weekend. 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 25. week at Mayfair. “Snake Pit,” at| “Wonderful Urge” (20th) with Bar- 
Rainy weekend battered biz here Rivoli, and “Joan of Arc,” at Vic- bara Ann Scott topping stageshow 
generaily, but holdover of “Snake toria, continue remarkably strong! was only $52,000 in fourth week 
Pit” at Harris managed to stand on their long runs. (6 days). “Yellow Sky” (20th) and 
up under it, as did “Wake of Red Palace brings in “So Dear to My Danny Kaye on stage open Feb. 1. 
Witch’ at Fulton. Among the new Heart.” Walt Disney’s latest, next State (Loew’s) (3,450; 80-$1.50)— 
pix, “Boy With Green Hair” is) Saturday (29) as second picture un- “Command Decision” (M-G) (2d 
doing fair at Stanley, although ger new firstrun policy at this wk). First week ended yesterday 
below hopes heavy campaign. house. Globe opens “Lucky Stiff” (Tues.) soared to terrific $63,000, 
Estimates for This Week |}on same day. best here in many weeks. Looks 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 44-76)— Estimates for This Week in for a long run. In ahead, final 
|“Wake of Red Witch” (Rep) (2d) Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 70-$1.50) 7 i of fourth week of “Force 
| wk). Holding up nicely, and prob- | —“Enchantment” (RKO) (5th wk). |! Evil” (M-G) was only $10,000. 
ably will rate a third stanza on! Current stanza ending next Fri- : Strand (WB) (2,756; 76-$1.50 — 
| Strength of strong $9,500 this ses-| day (28) still satisfactory with “Don Juan” (WB) plus Tommy 
sion. Last week, sizzling $14,000. | $22,000, after sturdy $25,500 for Dorsey orch heading stage bill (5th 
vee wate tities the cane” Wak fourth round. Stays on. wk). Down - gg? oo: 
Snake ser wk). es . oe < " " ourth was OKay . , olds a 
thing thi houge hes had tna fone | gg BQ08.,(CHy 14), (680, $120. | stain with “Sous Loves  tety! 
time. Nifty $15.000 on top of boffo | 1)” present week ending tomor- yy B) plus Jack Carson and Robert 
e500 last wore . 9.300: 44.76) TOW. (Thurs.) still in chips at Alda one stageshow opening 
| +: rg Ao A) “aa 2 } $16,000, with most matinees now 4, . 
pete ~ pap andit M-G) .2n@ down to less than three-fourths Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
| “Dear Secretary” (UA). This isn't | capacity excepting Saturday. and | $2.40)—‘Joan of Arc” (RKO) (Lith 
ordinarily a dguble-feature house. gunday, but night shows virtual wk). Present stanza ending toda 
| and agp se a sniff |sellouts; 13th round was $17,500. | (Wed.) still is highly profitable a 
something when one of them comes Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 80-$1.50) $24,000 or over; 10th round was 


| . Dem 4 4 Pr 
| along. Mild $12.000. Last wee k, “Man From Colorado” (Cal) plus fancy $26,000. Continues. 
ght od i ing to- 

Accused” (Par) (m.o.). Isn’t doing| Tn orch. First week ending 
too well at $3,000. Last week | day (Wed.) shapes only fairly okas ST. L00 SKIDS ON ICE; 
about same. with Skitch Henderson | 
/'Them No Mercy” (20th) (reissues). | $37,500. ' Week end of bad weather includ- 

Stanley (WB) (3.800: 44-76)— First week ending next Friday at main stem houses already bur- 
range and expert campaign. but Saturday but has not done well !anding the most coin at Loew's. 
“Paleface” (Par) (2d wk). good’ (EL) due in next. In ahead, “Mexi- abbreviated second sessions. 
“Paleface” (Par) (m.o.). Still hold- = GjJobe (Brandt) (1.500: 90-$1.50) —“Snake Pit” (20th) (2d'wk). Down 


Spe fecumd (Far), 563.500. |Ink Spots, Alan Carney, Blue Bar- 
at $60,000 or less. Last week, , : 

Senator (Harris) (1.750; 44-76)— (RKO) OCT. LUSH $20,000 
| Fair $3.500. Last week, “Yellow Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 70- ing freezing rain that almost para- 
“Boy With Green Hair” (RKO). (28) likely willbe only very mild dened with too many holdovers and 
crix tore victure apart; disappoint- since. May not stay a full second “Snake Pit” and “Wake of Red 
"wae (2,000; can Hayride” (U) did only $22,000' Estimates for This Week 
ing ww at $8,500. Last week. _ «Belle Starr's Daughter” (20th) to $8,000 in 4 days after terrific 























Ritz (Loew’s) (800; 44-76)—‘‘The 
“Words and Music” (M-G) (m.0.), | Fourth of “Every Girl Married” 
“Johnny Apollo” (20th) and “Show Orch heading stageshow, was slow St. Louis, Jan. 25. 
| Skv” (20th) (m.o.), $3.000. $1.85)—“‘Act of Violence” (M-G). lyzed traffic is slashing gross totals 
This one opened on heels of long- $19,000. Started out nicely on reissues. “Return of October” is 
ing $16.000 or near. Last week. week. “He Walked by Night” Witch” are running close race in 
Warner (WB) 44-76)— in 11 days, very thin. Ambassador (F&M) (3,000: 50-75) 


Shee" RKO) and “Last D®vs (3q-final wk). Down to dim $10,- $20,000 first s 

ae , : . - ‘ pl, ; st stanza. 
erin (RKO) (reissues), big 9099 or under after only $14,000 for Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75) —“"Wake 
‘$ 000. _second. “Lucky Stiff’ (UA) opens of Red Witch” (Rep) and “Parole, 





Saturday (29). ye (EL) (2d wk). Off to $8,000 in 
‘ > is) D.° Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 60- 3 days after big $21,000 initial ses- 
By Night Brisk $9,600, $1.25) — “Wake of Red Witeh” sion. 
orn (Rep) (3d wk). Still very big at’ Loew’s (Loew) (3,172: 50-75)— 
Seattle: Hills $6 000 $29,000 or over in current session “Return of October” (Col) and 
’ ending Friday (28); second was “Piccadilly Incident’ (M-G). Big 
Seattle, Jan. 25. $38.500. Stays on indef, being one $20,000. Last week, “Three God- 
Big power users continue to co- of few real coin-getters currently fathers” (M-G) and “Saxon Charm” 
operate in saving electricity be- on the Street. (U), $15,000. 
aus j ; y ower . : . 
ition.” cate eae of . Palace (RKO) (1,700; 61s | ee (F&M) (3,500; 50-75) — 
holdover the big current headache. “Boy With Green Hair” (RKO) “Man From Colorado” (Col) and 
\“Walked by Night” shapes fairly (3d-final wk). Stays only three | “Gotta Stay Happy” (U) (m.o.) (2d 
1. “Snake Pit” at Gays in third frame starting today wk). Off to $8,000 following $10,- 
(Wed.). Second week was down 900 for first week. 
to moderate $17,000 after fairly Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75) 
Estimates for This Week good $24,500 opener. Harsh crix —‘Frankenstein Meets Wolf Man” 
Blue Mouse (H-E) (800: 50-84)— appraisal blamed for slim Showing (SG) and “Dracuila’s Daughter” (SG) 
“Return of October” Col) and here. “So Dear to My Heart” (reissues). Fine $7,000. Last week, 
“Homicide for Three” (Rep) (3d (RKO) opens Saturday (29). “Words and Music” (M-G) (m.o.), 
wk.). Mild $2.500 in 6 days after Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55- Dis $7,500. 
3,000 last week. $1.50)—“The Accused” (Par) with St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-60)— 
Coliseum (H-E) (1,877; 50-84)— Mills Bros., Jean Carroll, Ray Mc- “Canyon Passage” (U) and “Fron- 
“Walked by Night (EL) and Kinley orch heading stageshow tier Gal’ (U) (reissues). Good 
“Strawberry Roan” (Col). Nice (3d-final wk). Third stanza opens $7,000. Last week, “Johnny Apol- 
$9,000 or near. Last week, Dear today (Wed.). Initial holdover io” (WB) and “Show Them no Mer- 
Secretary (UA) and “Inner Sanc- week was off considerably at $62,- Cy” (WB) (reissues), $6,500. 
tum” (FC), $7,700. ‘s sen 000, despite some help from tele- Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 40-60)— 
Fifth Avenue ‘a i vising of Inaugural; first week was “Paleface” (Par) and “Dynamite” 
—“Snake Pit” (20th) and “Man- big $83,000, over hopes. “My Own (Par) (m.o.) (2d wk). Solid $3,500 
(Continued on page 18) True Love” (Par) with Three Suns, after $4,500 for initial session. 


i nice at Coliseum. 
| Fifth Avenue still is sock on hold- 
over. 
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Wednesday, January 26, 1949 


John Loves Mary 
Hollywood, Jan. 22. 


ers release of Jerry Wald produc- 
tion "Stars Ronald Reagan, Jack Carson; 
features Wayne Morris, Edward Arnold, 
Virginia Field, Katherine Alexander, Paul 
Harvey; introducing Patrjcia Neal. Di- 
rected by David Butler. Screenplay, 
Phoebe and Henry Ephron; from stage 
lay by Norman Krasna; camera, Peverel 
arley; music, David Buttolph; editor, 
Irene Morra. Tradeshown in Hollywood, 
June 18, 49. Running time, 96 MINS. 
John Lawrence...-.+++++: Ronald Reagan 
Fred Taylor Jack Carson 
Mary McKinle Patricia Neal 


; *Leary...-+-- 
Lieutenans cisley Syren) Edward Arnold 


Senator 

i oe ae ere Virginia Field 
ey acKiniey ..-Katherine Alexander 
General Biddle.........- Paul Harvey 
Oscar Dugan.....-+++++: Ernest Cossar’ 


ey, Sse Irving Bacon 


Beachwoo 





Norman Krasna’s stageplay 
comes to the screen as a punchy 
laugh-getter. “John Loves Mary 
rates a handsome run through all 
situations. Cast is headed by Ron- 
ald Reagan and Jack Carson, and 
all performers do a choice job of 
sparking the broad chuckles. Word- 
of-mouth possibilities are excellent. 


The stage settings have been ex- 
tended only a little in the filming, 
so the effect of a legit offering is 
still present but with the mobility 
of the screen. Pacing of David 
Butler’s direction is very sharp, 
whipping the laughs together in 
rapid-fire order as the visual and 
verbal gags are brought‘on. It’s 
good fun, even at its. silliest, with 
a minimum of sagging moments. 

The Krasna play has been film- 
scripted by Phoebe and Henry 
Ephron and retains the sparkle of 





ood dialog and situation. Plot of- | happens to him and the girl when | 


Miniature Reviews 


“John Loves Mary” (WB). 
Strong comedy with Ronald 
Reagan, Jack Carson, Wayne 
Morris, others for b.o. 


“Shockproof” (Col). Melo- 
drama of parolees and officers 
who work with them, plus ro- 
mance. Average business. 

“The Life of Riley” (U-I). 
Neat comedy starring William 
Bendix; bright b.o. prospects. 

“Bad Boy” (Mono). Story of 
Variety Clubs’ Copperas Cove, 
Tex., Boys’ Ranch; okay biz. 

“Blondie’s Secret” (Col). 
Very good entry in the Colum- 
bia series based on the comic 
strip. 

“Rose of the Yukon” (Song) 
(Rep). Alaskan non-name mel- 
ler; for lower rung of dualers. 

“Henry, the Rainmaker” 
(Mono). Excellent family com- 
edy for supporting brackets. 

“Woman of Evil” (French) 
(Indie). Edmond T. Greville 
clicks again with sex meller; 
big for arty spots. 


“The Small Back Room” 


(Lion). Suspenseful British 
war scientist drama; will 
draw. 


“My Last Mistress” (French) 
(Indie). Sacha Guitry stars in 
French oldie; mild even for 
arty spots. 








Sem 





ers complications that result for | love moves into their lives. 


a soldier, returning from four years | 
overseas to the arms of his love, 
when he brings back a. warbride 


for an ex-GI friend. He finds the | dence. 
friend already married, and the ef- | plied by John Baragrey’s character | 
| as a gambler for whom the girl had 
originally killed. 
make her keeping of parole rules, 
difficult, although she spends his | 
money with a flourish that keeps | 
i her in a fetching screen wardrobe. 
Girl is taking the easy way out! 
until she falls for her parole of-! 
| ficer. 


forts to get rid of the unwanted 
bride while keeping his own girl, 
convinced of his love sets up some 
very funny consequences. The re- 
turning GI theme seems somewhat 
dated, but good comedy is hard to 
age and this one has all the essen- 
tials for solid chuckles. 


Reagan’s portrayal of John, the 
returning soldier, is a hep enact- 


ment, but broad enough for the | 22d flees with Wilde. 


Situations come together with 
pat coincidences that, while okay 
melodrama, don’t make for cre- 


He continues to 


When the new happiness is 


threatened she shoots Baragrey 
After a tor- 


finds himself. Carson 


is the G]| Music, Baragrey reforms, the cou- 


buddy for whom Reagan sacrifices | Ple is cleared and there’s a happy 
plenty, and muggs his way through | ding. 


a lot of laugh footage. Film heralds 


Wilde does well by his assign- 


the introduction of Patricia Neal| ment, and Miss Knight brings a 


from the legit stage, and the femme 


comes into pictures with a choice | part. 
performance that augurs well for | as 


strong personality and s.a. to her 
Baragrey, Esther Minciotti, 
Wilde’s blind mother; Sam 


her future. Her Mary has humor, | Brooks, parole officer; Russell Col- 


a slight touch of dizziness and a/j|lins and others in the cast handle | pany Strawn . 


correct valuation of a young girl in | their assignments capably. 


love and eager to hold her man. 
Wayne Morris romps home a 


Film is a front-office production | 
without producer credit, and sight | ; 
winner as a lieutenant now advanc-/| values are 
ing rapidly in theatre usher cir-| story. 


in keeping with the 
There is a good lensing 


cles, and the same able touch is | chore by Charles Lawton, Jr., ap- 


given Edward Arnold’s pompous 


propriate music by George Dun- 


senator, Katherine Alexander’s ing and expert editing by Gene 


mother, Paul Harvey's slightly 
addled general, and parts played by 
Ernest Cossart and Irving Bacon. 
It’s a small cast, but a hand-picked 
one, and each knows exactly what 
to do. 

Showmanly production guidance | 
by Jerry Wald gives film a glitter | 
that properly shows off the fun. | 
Care he used in casting also is re- | 
flected in the other credits. Pev-| 
eral Marley has done a class lens- | 
ing job, and David Buttolph’s mu- 
Sic score pertly backs the hilarity 
without intruding. Brog. 





Shockproof 
Hollywood, Jan. 22. 


Columbia production and release. Stars 
Cornel Wilde; features Patricia Knight, 
John Baragrey, Esther Minciotti, Howard 
St. John, Russell Collins, 
Directed by Douglas Sirk. 
Helen Deutsch, 
Charles Lawton, Jr.; music, George Dun- 

; editor, Gene Havlick. Previewed in 

ollywood, Jan. 20, ’49. Running time, 


Screenplay, 
Samuel Fuller; 


Charles Bates. | 


| Frank Skinner. 


| 


camera, | 


| 
' 


SIN. 
| aaa Cornel Wilde 
Jenny Marsh...... pesos Patricia Knight 
Me i” Seer John Baragrey 
See, = aPepPTESE Esther Minciotti 
a Brocks -+eeeeee-Howard St. John 
ederick Bauer.......... Russell Collins 
ommy Marat........... Charles Bates 
M A (os cdaeboces Gb oiews Gilbert Barnett 
ig SE EE 660666. Frank Jaquet 
men “acc seseseeceses Frank Ferguson 
a Walels ro ee A® Shecmener 
(Ae 62.66.0645 ng novan 
Florrie | SSSR Se: Claire Carleton 
oe Ko Vee ee eee Al Eben 


“Shockproof” is an exploitable 
melodrama that should rate aver- 
age business. It’s a patly told tale 
of the parole system with a strong 
romantic thread to claim attention 
of the femmes. 

Cornel Wilde adds some marquee 

ressing. Yarn is wrapped up in 


a good production dress that uses | 


Los Angeles locales to stress semi- 
documentary flavor. 
credible, story does point up the 
standard melodramatics and good 
playing to keep it all interesting. 
th ouglas Sirk’s direction moves 

e Helen Deutsch-Samuel Fuller 
hig Ps at an excellent pace, and it’s 

is handling, plus the perform- 
ances, that give it life. Plot deals 
with probationary work, with Wilde 
a One of the officers in the local 

ureau. A paroled murderess, Pa- 


tricia Knight is assigned to his 
and story is based on what 


care, 


While never | 


Havlick. Brog. 


The Life of Riley 


Universal-International release of Irving 
Brecher production. Stars William Ben- 
dix; features James Gleason, Rosemary 
DeCamp, Bill Goodwin, .Beulah Bondi, 
andall. Directed by Brecher. 
Brecher; camera, William 
Milton Carruth; music, 
Tradeshown N. Y., Jan. 
24, 49. Running time, 87 MINS. 

Chester A. Riley......... William Bendix 
Gillis James Gleason 


Meg 
Screenplay, 
Daniels: editor, 


2 eee ee Rosemary DeCamp 
Sidney Monahan........... Bill Goodwin 
MED, Ss £106 0.5 0:5.0.6084-0' Beulah Bondi 
SS eer Meg Randall 
0 eR rere ee Richard Long 
Semior Riley... ....ccoseess: Lanny Rees 
Burt Stevenson........... Mark Daniels 
OT Se Ted de Corsia 
“Mager” O'Dell... .60...: John Brown 
Lucy Monahan......... Victoria Horne 


Carl Stevenson........ William E. Green 





Irving Brecher’s teeoff effort as 
an indie producer is promising. 
Based on the popular radio serial, 
“Life of Riley” has all the ingre- 
dients for a tasty b.o. package. Pic 
is a well-patterned medley of fast 
gags, comedy situations and mer- 
chandisable sentiment, all wrapped 
as a bright and breezy bauble for 
easy digestion, particularly in nabe 
situations.: William Bendix’s name 
gives it the necessary marquee lift. 

Brecher’s scripting powers this 
pic at a sustained comedy pace. 
While occasionally smacking of 
corn, the lines for most part crackle 








A Man About the House 


“A Man About the House,” 
British Lion production being 
released in the U. S. by 20th- . 
Fox. was tradeshown in New 
York, Friday (21). Film, a ro- 
mantic yarn about two spin- 
sters who are left a legacy by 
their uncle, was reviewed in 
Variety from London, Aug. 6, 
1947. 

Drawing power in the U. S. 
will undoubtedly be hindered 
by lack of marquee names, 
Variety stated, opining that 
“the best it can attain is the 
dualer spot.” Review also noted 
that “acting was good all 
around, with beautiful outdoor 
shots and a pretty slick and 
workmanlike direction.” 


Threat motivation is :sup-| 


| Paul Short; 


| e ° 2 ° 

|with originality. Brecher’s debut | 
jas a director also comes off 
strongly. Inventive visual gags are | 
scattered throughout. 

Bendix, duplicating the role he. 
created on the air, registers solidly 
|in a completely uninhibited per- 
|formance of mugging, doubletakes 
}and pratfalls. As Riley, Bendix is) 
,center of a yarn concerning the) 
trials of a family man in a low-paid | 
California aircraft job. Loosely 
built, story succeeds in delineating | 
|a group of pleasant characters in 
amusing situations. 

Rosemary DeCamp does a stand- | 
out job in portraying the warm and 
understanding wife of Riley. Meg 
| Randall, a newcomer, plays with a 
| gay, light touch as Riley’s daughter 
who offers to make the supreme 
| sacrifice for her father’s sake. Bill 
| Goodwin, as a heel:*James Gleason, | 
as Riley’s sidekick, ‘-and Beulah 
Bondi, as the good-hearted land- 
lord, all chip in topflight perform- 
ances 

Fragile plot is based on Riley’s | 
efforts to win a promotion and 
;}earn a few more bucks after_his 
home is put up for sale. He gets 
| upgraded to an executive post, but 
is unaware that his daughter engi- 
neered it via a promise to marry 
the boss’s son. Latter is a playboy 
who needs to get married to collect 
from a trust fund in order to pay 
off some bookies. Just as the wed- 
ding march is being played, how- | 
ever, Riley discovers the truth and 
breaks up the ceremony, sending 
his daughter back to the boy she 
really loves. 

Lesser roles are played compe- 
tently by Richard Long, as the ro- 
mantic juvenile; Mark Daniels, as 
the playboy; Ted de Corsia, the 
bookie, and Lanny Rees, Riley’s 
teen-age son. Settings, camera 
work and editing are firstrate, | 
while Frank Skinner’s background 
score blends with the pic’s light at- 
mosphere. Herm. 


Bad Boy 


Hollywood, Jan. 21. 


Monogram release of Paul Short (Allied 
Artists) production. Stars Lloyd Nolan, 
Jane Wyatt, Audie Murphy, James Glea- 
son, Stanley Clements, Martha Vickers; 
features Rhys Williams, Selena Royle, 


| James Lydon, Dickie Moore, Tommy Cook, | Radcliffe 


William Lester. Directed by Kurt Neu- | 
mann. Screenplay, Robert D. Andrews; 
added dialog, Karl Kamb; story, Andrews, 
camera, Karl Struss; 
score, Paul Sawtell; editor, William Aus- 
tin. Previewed in Hollywood, Jan. 6, ’49. 
| Running time, 85 MINS, 

| Marshall Brown ........... Lloyd Nolan 
| Mrs. Marshall Brown........ Jane Wyatt 
Danny Lester Audie Murphy 
The Chief James Gleason 
| BGT... os cee vccccens Stanley Clements 
Lila Strawn 


| rected by s : 
| Jack Henley; based on comic strip, “‘Blon- 
camera, 
At Pantages Hollywood, 


music | 


Newsreels Nifty Inaugural Job 


Newsreels last week did one of their finest jobs in recent years 
in handling the Presidential Inaugural and surrounding events in 


Washington. 





Apparently under the lash of the job they antici- 


pated from television, the reels showed unusual imagination, con- 
scientiousness and drive in turning out the best possible record of 
the historic day. All of the companies devoted their entire end-of- 
the-week releases to the events in the Capital, and the results were 
well-rounded, informativé, interesting and highly-entertaining reels. 
They couldn’t compete with video on a time basis or in fullness of 
coverage, of course, but it is open to question whether or not the- 
atre audiences didn’t do just as well as TV watchers in having the 
highlights edited and packed tightly into eight or nine minutes, 


rather than hours. 


No little credit for the success of the reels must go to the No. 1 


man himself. 


Mr. Truman clearly earned paid-up cards in both 
Equity and the Screen Actors Guild. 


His mimicry, at the Electoral 


College luncheon, of H. V. Kaltenborn analyzing the results (in 


Dewey’s favor) during Election Night is an alltime gem. 


The 


President was in his best form, wreathed in a tremendous, warm 
smile, as he told of his feelings while he listened to NBC that 


night. 


interest naturals that newsreel editors must pray for. 
perfect topping on an otherwise naturally serious reel. 


It was one of those unpredictable, once-in-a-lifetime human 


It put the 
Herb. 





—-— 





catia 


Royle and Francis Pierlot are 
among others rating mention. 
Kurt Neumann’s_ direction of 


the Robert Andrews script is 


expertly paced to show up the} 
melodramatics and a number of | 
including one! 
comic cowboy ditty acted out by | 


lighter sequences, 
Clements. Script was from a story 
added dialog by 


sociate, George Bertholon, have ob- 


tained excellent values, and tech- 


nical credits, including lensing by 


Karl Struss, are in keeping with 


the rest of the film. 


Blondie’s Seeret 
Hollywood, Jan. 22. 


Columbia production and release. 
tures Penny Singleton, Arthur 
Larry Simms, Marjorie Kent, 
Cowan, Thurston Hall, Jack Rice. 
Edward Bernds. 


die,” 
Vincent Farrar. l 
Jan. 22, ’49. Running time. 68 MINS. 
Blondie 


created by Chic Young; 


Fea- 
Lake, 
Jerome 
Di- | 
Screenplay, 


Fee'gld wh bee CRN OR Penny Singleton 


| Production by Short and his as-| General Butler 


DaSwood.. .scccccscccsseses Arthur Lake 
AlexandeP...sccccccccccses Larry Simms 
COORG: . v5. 6466 0055 &s 640 468 Majorie Kent 
Spatceaccsvess arene Come 

George Whiteside........ Thurston Hall 
| ero rs se Jack Rice 
Alvin .. weeeeeeseeee- Danny Mummert 
Dog Pound Attendant.... Frank Orth 
|, er eee Alyn Lockwood 
DIL, << xaius bine's's CoUSs Eddie Acuff 
Se ae ... Murray Alper 
Chips.............William “Bill” Phillips 
(OS Seer ee ee Greta Granstedt 
| Ken Marcy........-.... Grandon Rhodes 
PP ee rr : Herself 





padre RS kae — eae 
> san ys illiams ri 7el]- 
| Judge Florence Prentiss... Selena Royle Fans of the ee 
8 ea aa James Lydon | come “Blondie’s Secret. : ther 
| Chartie. ........cceseecsess Dickie Moore | general theatre audiences will find 
wg Wks SEP eee Tommy Cook/, lot to chuckle at. too. Film 


Oe William Lester 
| Texas Oil Man 
| Sheriff Wells ........ 


Doctor Fletcher..... 


.. Stephen Chase 
Charles Trowbridge 


Mr. Pardee ‘ os. ..Francis Pierlot 
By LEE 0 06 0 06000 0.46 

Eee GREED» 5.6.06 cd0ds006s “George Beban 
PRIMER. nos psc cccdeeteses Bili Walker 
BEG. GOPOWR. 2 oi ccscces 





“Bad Boy” kicks off under the 
| surefire auspices of Variety Clubs 
International. Boosting that char- 
ity organization’s Boys Club 
Ranch at Copperas Cove, Tex., and 
the work done in rehabilitating 
young criminals there, the film 
seems set for a _ natural ride 
through the areas where VCI is 
most active. Otherwise, it has the 


sary to sell tickets on its own. 


' There are good exploitation pos- 
| sibilities in the title and story, and 
‘in the first large-scale introduc- 
tion of World War II hero, Audie 
Murphy, in the title role. He has 
|an ingratiating personality and 
‘some latent thespic ability that 
should register with the younger 
set of filmgoers. With continued 
| experience and good roles, he has 
| possibilities. 

With plenty of good story points 
to support it, “Bad Boy,” never-) 
theless has some critical weak- 
nesses that keep ‘its overall score | 
from being 100%. Deficiencies 
are largely plot holes that leave 
some of the motivation foggy. 


As the title points up, yarn is 
| about a bad boy, facing a stiff rap 
for an armed holdup after a record 
as a delinquent. His custody is 
‘reluctantly turned over to the 
Boys Ranch at Copperas Cove. He 
i too tough a monkey for the 

CI rehabilitation work to crack 
| under standard treatment, so the 
!ranch’s head starts digging into 
the boy’s past to find the cause so 
a cure can be effected. The re- 
search brings to light that boy be- 
lieves he was responsible foi his 
mother’s death, and film ends on 
another victory for VCI’s youth 
reform. 

Lloyd Nolan. plays Marshall 
| Brown, ranch head, and Jane Wyatt 
is Mrs. Brown. These two, with 
James Gleason as Nolan’s assistant, 
put a lot of sock into the film. 
Stanley Clements, James Lydon 
and Dickie Moore, among the sun- 
dry reformed youth characters on 
the ranch, point up the juvenile 
roles. William Lester, Martha 
. Vickers, Rhys Williams, Selena 





' tries in the Columbia series. 


Walter Sande | Measures up among the better en- 


It’s a vacation that springboards 


| 


Florence Auer | the fun in this one. The Bumsteads 
|are ready to take off for a lake- 
Barbara Woodell | side siesta after three false starts 


'when the boss asks for another 


| postponement. 


After that, there’s 


‘another delay, and just to make 
'sure the Bumsteads don’t escape. 
_ their baggage is filched by the boss’ 


aide. Before the Chic Young comic | 
strip family is able to get off to 
plenty of other) 


happy start, 


' script complications are rung in for 


laughs. 


| 


It all unfolds at a fast pace under 
general entertainment merit neces- | expert direction by Edward Bernds, 
'and the screenplay by Jack Henley | 
| introduces fresh antics to polish up 


Rose of the Yukon 
(SONG) 


Republic release of Stephen Auer pro- 
duction. Features Steve Brodie, Myrna 
Dell, William Wright. Directed by George 
Blair; screenplay, Norman S. Hall; camera, 
John MacBurnie; editor, Harry Keller; 
song, Eddie Maxwell, Nathan Scott. Trade- 
shown in . Y., Jan. 20, *49. Running 
time, 59 MINS. 

Major Geoffrey Barnett... 
Rose Flambeau 
Tom Clark 

Tim MagNab 


. Steve Brodie 
a he ha oo Myrna Dell 

.. William Wright 
Emory Parnell 
Jonathan Hale 


Pe SEE. .s<«sene }eoee es Benny Baker 
| Frenchy Frenay......... Gene Gary 
Doc Read oa Dick Elliott 


any {Francis McDonald 


eee ener 


Alaskan Men 


Eskimo Girl 
Capt. Aossoff 


Wade Crosby 
Lotus Lon 
Eugene Sigalo 


A fortnight meller of the north 
country, “Rose of the Yukon” stirs 
| some excitement. It’s a supporting 
feature. Fact that film has no 
names is a handicap. 

Producer Stephen Auer has done 
a nice job of transplanting the 
usual oats - opera formula to 
Alaska. Only the race, near the 
end, between two dogsled teams 
seems tame compared to the gal- 
‘loping steeds of the western gen- 
try. There’s the usual hero (an 
Army major) and buddie, here an 
ex-Army pal who has gone sour 
in his quest for hidden riches in 
Alaska. Also, there are the min- 
ing camp saloon singer and the 
gal who gets straightened out by 
said major before she becomes in- 
volved in a murder case. 

Steve Brodie does extremely 
well as the major sent out by 
Army Intelligence to discover why 
a supposedly dead Army captain 
turns up as winner in an Alaskan 
betting pool. William Wright is 
okay as the captain who ultimately 
has to face a murder charge, while 
Myrna Dell is fairly convincing as 
the barroom singer. She sings “Its 
Not the First Love,” film’s lone 
tune, in acceptable fashion. 

Support is headed by Benny 
Baker, Gene Gary and Lotus Long. 
Last-named makes an impression 
although only doing a bit as an 
Eskimo girl. George Blair’s direc- 
tion is standard. Camera work by 
_John MacBurnie is standout, par- 
ticularly cn outdoor shots. Wear. 





Henry, the Rainmaker 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. 


Monogram release of Peter Scully (May- 
fair) production. Stars Raymond Wal- 


burn, Walter Catlett; features William 


‘the standard stunts that make the | erecy Mary Stuart, Barbara Brown, Gary 


|Bumsteads a well-known family. | Robert E. Keane. 
Penny Singleton’s Blondie by now | brough. 


fits her like a second personality, 
and she makes it a delight. Ar- 
thur Lake’s Dagwood also is sec- 
ond nature and funny. Larry 
Simms and Marjorie Kent are 


Alexander and Cookie, respectively, 
and Daisy is still around w‘th her) 
(sic) pups to help the fun. Jerome. 


Cowan, Thurston Hall, Jack Rice, 
Eddie Acuff, the long-suffering 
mailman. and Frank Orth are 
among others keeping in pace. 
Production values are standard 
for the series. Brog. 








A Canterbury Tale 


“A Canterbury Tale,” J. 
Arthur Rank (Michael Powell- 
Emeric Pressburger) produc- 
tion tradeshown in New York 
Friday (21), was reviewed in 
VaRIETY from London May 31, 
1944. Film, depicting an Amer- 
ican soldier’s encounter with 
English customs during the 
war years, was looked upon by 
VARIETY as “a genuine article 
as far as English sincerity and 
dignity are concerned.” Pic’s 
chances in the U. S. looked 
good, critic added, since Amer- 
ican audiences have _ devel- 
oped a liking for this type 
story. 

Stars Eric Portman and 
Sheila Sim. Ca%t turns in fine 
porformances, as do Powell 
and Pressburger in the produc- 
tion and direction department, 
but special notation was given 
to Erwin Hillier’s camera work. 


| 


i 


Gray, Addison Richards, Mary Field, 
Directed by Jean Yar- 
‘ Screenplay, Lane Beauchamp; 
| original story, D. D. Beauchamp; camera, 
| William Sickner; editor, Peter Scully. 
Previewed in Hollywood, Jan. 18, ’49. 
Running time, 64 MINS. 

Henry Latham Raymond Walburn 
Mayor Colton Walter Catlett 
Charlie Richards William Tracy 


Barbara Latham......... Mary Stuart 
= See Barbara Brown 
David Latham .......... Gary Gray 
Steve Richards......... Addison Richards 
eS aaa is Austin 
Georgie Colton.......... .. George Nokes 
Mrs. Sweeney.......... Mary Field 
Seton FFs bbeeteias Robert E. Keane 
| School Se es Ruth Lee 
Marilyn Loper..,........ — Patty King 





Mrs. Parker Edna Holland 


ee 


BaMt- PORVOGY .:. 0.600 ve . Earle Hodgins 
Rev. Bascom.......... Barton Yarborough 
Re eS aa Lennie Bremen 





“Henry, the Rainmaker” makes 
a stout film for the family market. 
As a supporting comedy, it spins 
gentle humor, is clean and fastly 
played. Although modestly bud- 
geted, all concerned get the most 
for the coin expended, and the gen- 
eral situation will find it a worth- 
while secondary feature. 

Plot tosses off a lot of homely 


| wit as it depicts the feud between 


a smalltown citizen and the mayor. 


| It’s the kind of situation stuff with 


apt characters that could be car- 
ried through a series. 

Raymond Walburn is the indig- 
nant citizen who decides to run for 
mayor when the city’s garbage- 
disposal system is stymied over a 
contract fight. When the race gets 
too hot, the incumbent solves the 
garbage problem and Walburn 


‘turns his attention to relieving a 


drought threatening the town. He 

calls in a rainmaker, there’s a 

deluge and angry townsmen make 
(Continued on page 22) 
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SHOWMEN’S TRADE REVIEW 


ee e 
Action, romance, fighting, 
adventure, excitement and la 


_— _ What more could an audience ask for 


| especially q family audience? 
It’s got plenty on the ball!°? 


swordplay, \-= 
ughter. 


~~ 
THE EXHIBITOR ; 
“Packed with action, 4 
this should satisfy any 
audience. High rating | 
action show packed with — 
—. selling angles.” ee 


Designed to 


action and adventure 


eas 
tes 


AQ, Ai 


on. 


4 


** it looks like a top-grade 

je box-office attraction. Hold on 

to your hats and tell your | | 
patrons you have some f | 


rd fans.” a PICTURE HERALD 








thrills in store for them!”” 


with action. Fine | 4 | 


entertainment”? | : os | 


\ 
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“Click business ~~ 
indicated. Rousing, ail 
colorful entertainment 

{ » --. exciting, 

| spectacular.” ;/— 
. 4 
wi) BOXOFFICE 
s \ Ay “Mighty 
“that should pl 
audience. A fast- 
— film with 


good entertainment 


Case any type of 


Moving, swashbuckling 
Plenty of humor”? 
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Ad Agencies Spread in S. Africa Radio 
As Com'l Setup Nears; Lourenco Busy 


rN’ 





Johannesburg, Jan. 10. + 


! 


he general radio position re- 
Pe  ehenené here. Gideon | 
Roos, director general of the South | 
Africa Broadcasting Corp., is still | 
away on a trip to Canada and the. 
states looking into commercial 
proadcasting. There is the bilingual 
roblem here as English and 
Afrikaans are very similar to the 
position in Canada with English 
and French. Until Roos’ return 
there will not be any official move 
on the proposed starting date of 
the new “C” Service, guess being 
that it will be at least another 
year or longer. This seems to be 
generally recognized by advertisers 
and no one is delaying entering 
the radio field until commercial 
broadcasting actually starts in the 
Union. 
Coupled with the proposed intro- 
duction of commercial broadcast- 
ing in the Union and the rapid| 
growth of Lourenco Marques Radio 
in Portuguese E. Africa, there has_ 
been an increased interest on the. 
part of advertising agencies with | 
the result that several of them 
have formed their own radio de- | 


partments. 
Amalgamated African Advertis-| 
ing Contractors, one of _ the) 


Schlesinger Companies, which in 
turn is the parent company of ad-| 
vertising agencies in Johannesburg, 
Durban, Port Elizabeth and Cape | 
Town has Adcraft Radio Division, | 
a subsidiary of Transvaal Advertis- 
ing Contractors, which services the | 
agencies of the group in the towns | 
just mentioned. It’s headed by | 
Michael Silver, an ex-newspaper | 
man who has had considerable ex-| 
perience in radio during the war. | 

P. N. Barrett radio department) 
is headed by Spencer Swaffer, who | 
joined them from the Northern | 
Rhodesia Broadcasting Station and | 
who has had B.B.C. experience in| 
(Continued on page 15) 


Western India Theatres 
To Handle Distribution 
On Selznick’s Product 


} 

Deal whereby his Western In-) 
dia Theatres, Ltd., takes over In- 
dian distribution of Selznick prod- 
uct was announced in New York 
last week by Keki Modi, firm’s 
managing director and chairman. 
Agreement starts off with “Duel in 
the Sun,” “Paradine Case” and 
“Portrait of Jenny” and about nine 
Selznick films in all are said to 
be involved in the transaction at 
present. 

Modi, who has been in the U. S. 
for the past three months, also, 
disclosed that his company will be- | 
come distributors for United Art-| 
ists in that territory due to UA’s 
closedown of its own facilities‘ 
there. Modi already has the Sir 
Alexander Korda franchise for In- 
dia. Selznick, incidentally, has had 
no Indian distribution in recent 
months since his break from UA. 

Also a producer through his six- 
stage Central Studio, Modi stressed 
the value the Indian locale would 
have to American filmmakers. He 
felt that joint American-Indian bi- 
lingual production in his homeland 
would prove entirely feasible both 
from a financial and cultural point 
of view. 

Not only would India be step- 








| 
| 








ping into the international Reld, |puthorized no less than 20 pix to 
wea oi said, but American com 


anies would recoup their produc: | 
tion outlay through distribution of 
the Indian version alone. Hence 
any earnings elsewhere theoreti- 
cally would be clear velvet. 


Upbeat on French Films 
Readied for Down Under 


Sydney, Jan. 19. 

Nathan Scheinwald, importer of | 
French pix with headquarters in 
New Zealand, has arrived here 
with plans to widen the release | 
avenues for French and other Con- | 
tinental pix. He'll tieup with the! 
Variety, 287-seater indie house 
here, and likewise with the Mun- 
ro-Sloman indie 498-seater Aus-| 
tralia in Melbourne for key play- | 
dates. Both these houses have been | 
doing okay with foreign fare. | 
unt opping Scheinwald’s list is! 
The Well - Digger’s Daughter,” | 








with “The Baker’s Wife” “Vol-| 
de , Farrebique,” “Marius,” 
Mare 4 “Behind These Walls,” 
‘Nats, “Harvest” and “Barber of | 


Seville” also being set for dating. 


‘has no plans, 


There’s No Early Video 
In Italy’s Future 


Rome, Jan. 25. 

While a great part of the world 
is discussing television today, Italy 
because she still 
must get her government-owned 
war. 

In 1938, Italy actually put tele- 
vision to work, but only Mussolini 


and the Pope had receiving sets. | 


At present, the equipment to start 
experiments no longer exists; the 
Germans took over early in the 
war yeaes. Subsequently the man- 
ufacturers of equipment have gone 
into other businesses. 

Radio must be popularized and 
established well first, before tele- 
vision is feeling here. 


Korda Sets Film 





eome Sack See, India's Radio In 


Hathaway In Rome 


Rome, Jan. 18. 
Henry Hathaway will stop over 





Currency Reform Nips German Pix 


fe —e for a few days to discuss G ‘ Be li 9 ? Coi p 0 

/his director’s chores on 20th-Fox’s | Set 

film, “The Black Rose,” with Ty-| rosses; r S$ % in eVe up 
| 


rone Power, who will star. Pic will 


-+ By SIMONE SCHLEIFFER 





be shot in Scotland, England and | 
North Africa. * 
Other 20th personnel currently | Two Yank Pix Among 7 


/in Italy include Henry King, direc- | ; + ¢ ’ 
tor of the Power starrer, “The) In Running os epee. ° ment 


‘Prince of Foxes,” and Robert! 
Ee ' Two Yank films, “Crossfire” and 
| Webb. Power, meanwhile, has set “Naked City,” are in the short 


| Jam. 37 to wed Linda Christian. |: of seven fer the British Film 
| Academy Award for the best pic- 


;ture from any source during 1948. 
| let,” two Italian and one French. 
best documentary of the year, 
Presentation of awards will take 

* 
Arg. Pix Oscars 


| List also includes two British pro- 
S| py There are also two American films 
4 these being “Is Everybody Listen- 
place in London later in the year. 
Buenos Aires, Jan. 15. 








Madras, Jan 

For a country of India’s stature 
and temperament the _ progress 
made in broadcasting is commend- 
able. During the past year itself 
|seven stations have been built in 
| key cities. There has been a de- 
mand for such stations on linguis- 
tic grounds. Stations operating in 
key cities have often to work on an | 
| all-India basis, overlooking local 
linguistic demands. To give full 





|ductions, “Fallen Idol” and “‘Ham- 

listed in the six selected as the 
18. |ing?” and “Louisiana Story.” 

Peron Govt. Okays 


| Since the day of currency reform 


‘the situation of the film industry 
in Germany has changed consider- 
ably. Before the day of the re- 
form all picture theatres were sold 
out, no matter what product was 
played. Since July last only pic- 
tures with outstanding drawing 
power can make the SRO sign ap- 
pear. German production, which 
produced 38 films (including 16 
Russian controlled and sponsored 
DEF A pictures) so far, was operat- 
ing smoothly before the currency 
reform started, with plenty of 
money available. 


Now everybody is_ struggling 
hard to get credits, and only those 
companies which had pictures 
| ready for release in July have the 


| necessary capital to go on produc- 
ling. It is, however, expected that 
| between 35 to 45 new German pic- 
| tures will be ready for release this 
lyear. Of the new German films 
'only two had any success—“Ehe 
‘im Schatten” and “Affaire Blum” 
|—both from DEFA. All other pic- 
| tures were very disappointing, with 
| business nowhere better than aver- 


” 
| scope for local demands to be met, 
Plans for 6. Africa four more stations are being pro- 


Cape Town, Jan. 14. | 

Sir Alexandra Korda, who has 
just completed a short tour of 
South Africa, revealed that his| 
plans for film making here were | 
well advanced. The film rights of | 
one story, “City of Gold,” by 
Francis Brett Young, have been 
acquired, and Korda was interested 
in Alan Paton’s best-seller‘‘Cry the | 
Beloved Country.” 

The script for “City of Gold” 
will be completed in about eight 
months’ time, and shooting would | 
probably start almost immediately | 
after that. Korda estimated that | 
about 85% of the film would be} 
made on location in South Africa, 
and a complete unit would be sent 
out. He couldn’t say whether any 
studio work would be done here or 
in England, as no tie-in had been 
arranged with any local company. 

The question of stars would also 
be left to later, although an offer of 
a part had been made to Andre 
Huguenot, veteran South African 
legit actor. Uys Krige, South Afri- 
can poet and playwright, had also 
been offered a job with the Korda 
organization as script writer and 
technicai adviser. 

Negotiations on distribution of 








his 1948-49 output also took place | 


during Korda’s stay, but with no/| 
results disclosed. Up to August, | 
1948, 20th-Fox had been distribut- | 
ing the Kord. product in this coun- | 
try, but new arrangements haven't 
been made yet. 


Film Grosses Slip in B.A.; 
Italo Pix Still Banned 


Montevideo, Jan. 15. 

Pix grosses are taking a con- 
siderable beating in Buenos Aires 
since New Year’s and distributors 
are holding back releases until 
cooler weather sets in and removes 
the jinx. As a consequence “So 
Evil My Loye”’ (Par), which has al- 
ready been seen on this side of the 
river, will not be released for an- 
other week or more. 

The Argentine Entertainment 
Board has been unusually busy in 
the first weeks of the year and 





date, with Metro, Eagle Lion, Uni- 
versal, Columbia and RKO taking 
the cream. Last year’s censors 
were re-elected for a further term 
of one year. 

Italian distributors haven't yet 
come to any agreement with the 
Entertainment Board for release of 
Italian productions, but Atlantica, 
a new Italian distribution setup, 
has inked a contract with the 
Trocadero theatre, in central city, 
for exclusive release of Atlantica 
material, once permits are avail- 
able. Ital-Lux-Mar’s Cesar Manlio 
Marino is back from a Latin-Amer- 
ican tour of inspection and will 
renew parleys with the powers that 
be to cancel their hostility towards 
pix from Italy. 


GOLDWYN GIRL ‘PIRATE’ 
Rome, Jan. 18. 
Virginia Belmont, one of the 





jected and expected to function in 
the next few months. There are 


| today 12 radio stations functioning | published its list of prize pix of 


in India. The entire network is 
estimated to cost the government 
$20,000,000. Besides these 12 sta- 
tions, there are also medium-wave 
stations operating in Hyderbad, 
Mysore and Travancore. 
Broadcasting in India received 
the maximum fillip during the war 
years. It was at this time that the 
government realized the potential- 
ity of radio for propaganda. In- 
itially, foreign broadcasts were 
monitored and a large staff was 


employed for this purpose. Simul- | 


taneously, the British government 


| requested the All-India Radio to 


install a 100kw transmitter at 
Delhi in its program of counter 
propaganda. This transmitter was 
installed at ‘Delhi, May 1, 1944. 

To house the expanded staff and 
installations, the present Broad- 
casting House was completed in 
1943. 
pearance and utility. 
structure is air-condition. 

The Delhi station maintains five 


Building is modern in ap- | Standing commercial hit of the} 
The entire | 





age. 

Respective Military Govern- 
ments have licensed 33 producers 
‘local production for 1948, the | im the western zones. There is in 
awards being official and author-| the ee zone pow Fg licensed 
ized by the Peron government, fol-| Producer, DEFA. which has also 

owing its decision last year tha ew | wor’ se, 
no film awards could be oe un- | cavekacue den anee” Fy 
less officially approved. », an EFA. OF. 
| “Tierra del "Fuser (Emelco), | Will distribute only its own pro- 
which has been running at the | duction and other German product 
Ambassador since Noy. 30, won| 0n ae exchange basis with the 
| best pic award, followed by “Dios; western zones. 
se He Pague” (Sono) and “Lady| In the western zones 31 distrib- 
|Windermere’s Fan” (San Miguel), | utors are operating, among them 
|Awards for the best direction; MPEA, British Eagle Lion, French 
went to the three directors of the Se ee oe = 10 —— 
|above pix, Mario Soffici, Luis 1s-produce athe pictures, an 
| Cesar Amadori and Luis Saslavsky. | the two biggest German distrib- 
| Ulises Petit de Murat won award utors, Schorscht Film and Herzog 
| for best screen story, with “Tierra | (Continued on page 20) 
|del Fuego,” followed by Hugo Mc- | 
Dougall for “El Tambor de Tacu-'! 


ports writes fon’ “Polots we Agencies, Talent Uneasy 
“commercial hit of the} [it Unseitled Situation 
Of Argentinian Radio 


Montevideo, Jan. 15. 


Argentina’s Academy of Motion 
| Picture Arts and Sciences has now | 








| Trapo” 


year. 
Zully+Moreno and Arturo de | 
|Cordova got Oscars for the best 


transmitters, including the 100kw performances for their work to- 
transmitter installed in 1944. Bom-| 8¢ther in “Dios se lo Pague,” Pedro 


bay, Calcutta and Madras each | Lopez | Lagar for “Tierra del 
operate a medium-wave and a) Fuego” and Maria Duval for her 
shortwave transmitter. All the Playing of Lady Windermere. 


other stations in the network Sabina Olmos has again drawn 


operate one medium wave trans- | 


award for the best supporting per- | 





Goldwyn Girls currently vacation- 
ing in Italy, has been inked by Ed- 
gar Ulmer to appear in “Pirates in| 
Capri.” She’s the wife of V. Cali-| 
fano, manager of the Mocambo | 
Club in Hollywood. 


mitter each. 

All these stations operate for 
nine to 11 hours a day. Besides 
English, 71 news bulletins are 


~ oy eating Ray oy ten lige | British Exhibs Sore At 


ice and 14 for foreign service. All- 
India Radice authorities are con- 
sidering the addition of French 


also to cover Europe more widely | 


News is to re- 


than at present. 
in the 


ceive maximum priority 
overseas service. 
Educational broadcasting has 


not reached full development be-| 


cause educationa: authorities 
haven’t yet come to grips suf- 
ficiently with it. 
the stations in the network devote 
some time for educational broad- 
casts to schools. There are about 
500 school sets installed now. 


Current London Shows 


(Figures shows weeks of run) 
London, Jan. 25. 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (86). 
“Bless the Bride,”’ Adelphi (92). 
“Bob’s Your Uncle,” Sav. (38). 
“Browning,” Phoenix (20). 
“Cage Peacock,” Cambridge (42). 
“Carissima,” Palace (46). 
“Charley’s Aunt,” Maj. (6). 
“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (74). 
“Don’t Listen,” St. Jas. (21). 
“Edward, My Son,” (‘Lyric (87). 
“Father,” Duchess (1). 
“Gioconda Smile,” Wynd (33). 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (44). 
“Harvey,” Wales (4). 
“High Button Shoes,” Hipp. (6). 
“Kid From Strat,” Wint. (17). 
“Little Lambs,” Ambass. (42), 
“Miss Mabel,” Strand (9). 
“Off Record,” Piccadilly (82). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (41). 
“One Wild_Oat,” Garrick (8). 
“Perfect Woman,” Playhouse (20). 
“Return of Prodigal,” Globe (9). 
“September Tide,” Ald. (7). 
“Slings & Arrows,” Comedy (10). 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal. (94). 
“Wild Duck,” St. Mart (11). 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (92). 











fore for her work in “‘Albeniz.” 





formance for her work in “Tierra. 
'del Fuego.” She won a year be- 


| Instability of execs .and staff 
; seems to be the order of the day 
'in Argentina’s radio situation, now 
that all the three major webs are 
under the ownership of govern- 
ment tycoons. 

Jaime Yankelvich, former owner 
and present managing director of 
the Belgrano web, is still virtually 
in control of his own originating 
Radio Belgrano and its 20 or so 
network affiliates, but both Radio 


Nevertheless, all | 


jas they did. 





a and res El Mundo = 
'being operated by appointees o 
Film Sale to BBC for TV the new stockholders, presumes to 
| Senora de Peron, her brother, 
ea London, Jan. 18. | Soom Duarte, and Miguel Miranda 
Distributors who sell films to the (prexy of Argentina’s Economic 
British Broadcasting Corp. for use Coyncil). All Radio El Mundo’s for- 
on the government’s monopoly mer execs have been ousted, and 
video service are likely to find|the last week has also seen the 
themselves faced with a booking! resignation of the two appointees 
boycott from exhibitors. Attitude | put in by Miranda, who were for- 
is sequel to the negotiations by' mer members of the network's 
Associated British Film Distrib-' staf. 
utors for the use of 12 of their; Agency execs and advertisers are 
oldies on the television service. | viewing the position in Argentine 
Negotiation of the deal, under-| radio with considerable uneasiness. 
taken by Maj. Reginald P. Baker | Organization is chaotic in the webs 
on behalf of ABFD, has met with as a result of all the staff switching 
a general condemnation from the! and programs are dismal, even for 
industry. General Council of the; the customary summer hiatus. This 
Cinematograph Exhibitors Assn.,/has brought with it a marked 
meeting last week, voiced its|tobogganing in the volume of spot 
strong displeasure and on _ the| advertising booked by agencies. In 
Kinematograph Renters Society! former years this type of adver- 
same time deprecated an agree-|tising boomed heftily in the sum- 
/ment they claimed was contrary to| mer months and brought in a nice 
| the industry - wide arrangement slice of revenue for the webs. 
previously made. Local talent is also uneasy over 
the — as the webs have not 
A yet inked any contracts for the 
French Pick Noel-Noel’s (coming season and it looks prob- 


9 9 - ‘able that all the major webs will 
| ‘Parade’ Year’s Best Pic have in the way of entertainment 
Paris, Jan. 25. 
| 


‘after March will be the feature 
The Grand Prix du Cinema programs already booked by 
| Francais, for the best French pic agencies and controlled by them 
(of the year, has been awarded of- direct. 
| ficially to Noel-Noel’s “Parade du | _ 
Temps neg | 4 ans F 

To protest what they considered 
|undue conservatism in the official | Renoir Megs River 
|jury’s awards, some pix critics a, Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
few years ago founded a prize titled; Jean Renoir left for India to di- 
| Louis Dulluc. The Louis Dulluc|rect “The River” for Oriental- 
prize this year was awarded by the International Pictures. Ken Mc- 
_jury to Noel-Noel’s picture. And Eldowney, company prexy, has 
now the same critics protest been in Calcutta for five weeks 
violently that the official jury is making arrangements for filming. 
made up of nincompoops because Picture will -be the first of a 
| the latter selected the same picture series to be financed completely by 
i Indian capital. 
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Inside Stuff—Pictur 
The Irving Cummingses, Sr. and Jr., who producéd and directed “It’s 
Only Money” as an indie package for RKO release, brought the Frank 
Sinatra-Groucho Marx-Jane Russell comedy in for $900,000 and in 23 


days, as against $1,000,000 and a 26-day schedule. Mel Shavelson 
screenplayed and Sammy Cahn-Jule Styne did the songs. This makes 


two Marx pix in the can, the other being “Love Happy” (Lester Cowan- | 
UA), which is more a Chico and Harpo Marx picture; Groucho only) 


did the commentary. This one is by Ben Hecht, and is not auto- 
biographical as has been publicized. : 

The Marxes are saving their biopic for later, and it may stem from 
“The Mother of the Two-a-Day,” which Kyle Crichton is currently 
writing for Collier’s, with an eye to book publication after serialization 
in the weekly. This is the story of Minnie Palmer, mother of Groucho, 
Chico, Harpo, Zeppo and Gummo Marx. Zeppo and Gummo, ‘since 
selling out their agency business to MCA, are in businesses such as 
manufacturing engines for motorcycles, building. etc. 





Irving Berlin’s Paramount deal for “White Christmas” (reuniting 
Bing Crosby-Fred Astaire, as in “Holiday Inn,” from which the hit 
song originated) is stymied by a detail on a $600,000 guarantee to the 
songsmith. It’s on a double sliding percentage basis. Meantime, he’s 
due on the Coast to finalize a Metro filmusical for Ginger Rogers-Fred 
Astaire, their second since reuniting. 

Joshua Logan’s delay with chores on “Tales of the South Pacific” 
with Rodgers & Hammerstein prompted calling in Moss Hart to put 
on the Berlin-Robert E. Sherwood legit musical, “Miss Liberty,” as 
Berlin is anxious to get it mounted this spring and not wait until 
Logan becomes available in the fall. 





United Artists’ flackery has copped a tremendous amount of space | 


and publicity in the New York Journal-American during the past few 
weeks for “My Dear Secretary,” which it is currently releasing, via an 
“Office: Orchids” contest. It made a tieup with the Hearst daily by 
which elevator starters in various big buildings throughout the city 
were invited to nominate the prettiest secretary in their buitding. 

Rudy Vallee, who is in the film and is currently at the Latin Quarter, 
N. Y., has been handing out orchids to the gals, and the prettiest ones 
will be picked by Vallee, Laraine Day, who co-stars, and model agency 
chiefs Harry Conover and John Robert Powers. Winner gets a week’s 
all-expense trip to Hollywood via TWA. 





London film critics, regarded in trade circles as the world’s toughest, 
were given a surprise spanking in a Daily Express editorial. Presum- 
ably including its own critic, the Express said they “are altogether too 
severe in their comments on the new films. Both British and Hollywood 
presentations are attacked—in fact, the only films which regularly find 
favor are those in foreign languages.”’ The daily suggests that critics 
develop a better balance and “a sunnier frame of mind.” Worried 


about the effect on the domestic film industry, the paper advises critics | 


to adopt a more “tolerant attitude” instead of spreading gloom among 
the producers. 
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the two days. Lena Horne, as- 
signed to a box by the committee, 
was placed in a cabinet officer’s 
box by mistake. Latter graciously 
took the next best sans fuss. 


Greatest personal tribute was paid 
to Jane Froman, whose entrance to 
the armory was greeted by spon- 
taneous burst of applause. Widely 
quoted gag came from Joan Davis, 
who said: “I feel as small as the Eric. Johnston flew in from 
hyphen between Taft and Hartley.” Miami just in time to squire Mrs. 
Show biz reps arrived at the in- J. to the Ball. Industry execs im 
auguration early and took their town were Charles and Spyros 
places in the distinguished visitors’, Skouras, in a ringside box at the 
section. Only one to create a real ball with their fraus and the Tony 
flurry in the tense, expectant Mutos. The 20th toppers took in a 
crowd. was Tallulah Bankhead, oc- number of the fancy Demmy 
cupying a front row seat. Few parties given all over town, 
seats away from La Bankhead sat James Petrillo, who was respon- 
George Jessel. Almost unnoticed sible for the impressive succession 
were Lena Horne, sitting with the of name bands, was on hand fo ap- 
Gene Kellys, Margaret O’Brien, plaud the music. Others spotted in 
hand in hand with her mother and 


a Loew rep, looking for her seat; Macy’s basement in white tie, were 


Jinx Falkenburg, the Will Rogers. I[ATSE counsel Matthew Levy and) 


the Charles Skqurases, and James frau, MPAA’s Eddie Cheyfitz, Bart- 
Roosevelt, who slid into a seat Jey Crum, and ex-film child star 
next to brother Franklin, Jr., with Cora Sue Collins. Meyer Davis, 


hardly a nod of recognition from who was snubbed for the first time | 


onlookers. since the Harding Inaugural Ball, 


Mystery man of the day proved was p.a.ing at a VFW dance on) 
Benny | 


to be singer Phil Regan, whose the other side of town. 
presence on the Presidential plat- Goodman's collapse due to illness 
form gave rise to much specula- during the ball was handled 
tion, until he gave out with the smoothly by the able pinch-hitting 
national anthem. Regan, incident- of Lionel Hampton, an ex-Good- 
ally, a Brooklyn Demmy, hob- Manite. 
nobbed with the nation’s great Noble Sissle and Eubie Blake on 
throughout the two-day shindig. hand to plug their tune, “Just 

Near tragedy was averted when | Wild About Harry”’—as though it 
20th’s Tony Muto stepped aside needed plugging! Newsreels rushed 
from the newsreel stands a split to Blair House Friday night for a 
second before a huge newsreel looksee by the Trumans and their 
sound camera crashed to the guests. Last-minute washout of 
ground. Casualty of the parade was ' Melvyn Douglas, who headed 
Sibyl Bowan, in town for a vaude Hollywood committee for the Gala 
stint, who fell from a ladder while and was slated to do some emcee- 
watching the marching, and had to ing was the subject of much 
be given first aid. speculation. 

The Oklahoma float featured a 


— ea favorite son Will 

ogers. udos for the colorful 4 

floats. highlight of the parade, go TV Pix Mart 

to RKO's Hardie Meakin, who 

chairmanned this division, Lum 'n’ 

Abner, who got only two tickets for ered the game through its W6XIS 

themselves and fraus for the oath- outlet. 

taking ceremony, split them by Though somewhat dubious at the 

having Chet Lauck (Lum) and Mrs. start as to the effectiveness of the 

Goff ‘Mrs. Abner) go. setup, Peterson said he _ soon 
Biggest attention-getters at the found that in many ways he could 

ball, besides the Trumans, of see more details of the play and 

course, were the John Agars (Shir- still be in constant contact with the 

lev Temple), in for the March of floor. During time-outs, the play- 

Dimes and for all the inauguration ers huddled around the phone to 

events. Miss Temple, sparkling hear their coach's instructions and 

and eye-filling in a ringside box, criticisms of the individual play- 

Was in constant demand by lensers, ers. All substitutions were ordered 

autograph-hunters and such celebs by him. 

ry Chief Justice of the Supreme — With television cameras mounted 
gurt Fred Vinson. Margaret high above the floor. details could 
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Pther. was busy signing on the be picked up that would. be nor- 
br ited line too. The Mike Todds mally 
an Blondell) were also in for 


missed from the players’ 
bench, 


the ball crowds, which resembled | 
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ous terms is now likely. It will | 
probably take the form of a re-| 
quest for an interpretation by the | 


} 





the Government anti-trust action ® 
Additionally, Lele-Radio Hookup 


For NCCJ Awarding 


Full-hour television and radio 
| hookup over the NBC network will 
| balking on negotiations won’t mean | poran t Bhaays eaegest ny tae sa 
more gravy y . ‘ Y / 

M 5 bs 7” iad payor. ference of Christians and. Jews, 
__ Major company theatre toppers entertainment wing, Feb. 4 at the 
indicate that exhib pards are gen-| Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. With 
erally showing little desire to come the affair synchronized to publicize 
to terms. Entire timetable for National Brotherhood Week. actress 
cutting away the joint properties | Jrene Dunne; Ned E. Depinet, 
is already being slowed to the prez of RKO; and Richard Rodgers 
point where the companies will be and Oscar Hammerstein, II. song- 
unable to meet the judicial dead- writing team, will be handed the 
lines on the operation. laurels. 


Award to Miss Dunne will be 
“ ae made by Bernard Baruch. Mayor 
Giannini William O’Dwyer will handle the 

presentation to Depinet, while Nel- 


aa Continued from page 3 son Rockefeller dittoes for Rodg- 
both majors and indies—is highly ers and Hammerstein. 
gratifying, banker asserted. He Film attorney Louis Nizer will 
said he had seen very good results | act as toastmaster. Chairman of 
in indie films made at $500,000 and} the entertainment branch is J. 
thought that was a “good bet” for | Robert Rubin, general counsel for 
budgeting, although ceilings would, | Metro. 
of course, vary according to what 
went into any particular picture. 
The $1,500,000 and $2,000,000 
budgets are things of the past for 
indie films so far as he is con- 
| cerned, Giannini stated, although 
he thought majors would have to, would be to induce major com- 
go into some pix at these figures to panies to make and distribute the 
round out their programs. briefies on scripts supplied by the 

As a result of his survey in the theatre group. 
east, financier said Bank of Ameri- Push Shorts of MPAA 
ca film loans during 1949 would) At the same time, TOA-ers will 
equal those of 1948 in dollar| be asked to push the playing of 
|volume. The number of individual | recently-made shorts of the Motion 
pix financed will be greater, he Picture Assn. of America. Five of 
,added, since budgets will be these one-reelers are to be screened 
| smaller. | for the 50 or so directors and 
| Bank of America will continue | regional veepees attending the 
|to ask 100% guarantees from in-| D.C. meet. 
| die producers to insure the re-| F ‘ . Per age ae 
| sponsibility of the borrowing cor- | PB si pr TOA ae weap sennioed 
Paging ne This 48 | $20,000 laid out for production of 
| uation : of the policy of making : twe-reeler by RRR, mace 
loans to producers turning out pix art vgreig= pow Bs yori mys o 
regularly, rather than one-shotters. | he gare St ee 

In regard to United Artists, of RKO- Pathe 
Giannini said he would make loans Month campaign 
to any responsible producer, no $43.000 
matter through what company he . : , 

Other subjects on the agenda 


distributed. He won't, however,;. . . : 
enter into any intra-company man- include television, 16m films, dis- 
agerial affairs of UA, he asserted. trib-exhib relations, film transpor- 
tation, restrictive legislation (cen- 
sorship and taxes), Army and Navy 
film bookings, budget and finance, 
Youth Month for 1949, place and 
time of this year’s convention, box- 
office conditions and disputes with 


‘in its jurisdiction. 
actions to compel exhibs to make | 
a choice are being freely men- | 
tioned to these theatre operators 
in an effort to convince them that 
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One Big Union 


—_—t_as continued from page 2 


volved, little chance is seen for National Screen Service. 

any real performer regulation of Survey Large-Screen Tele 
the video medium. The TV com- The likelihood is, it is under- 
panies would almost certainly re- stood, that a complete technical 
fuse to sign a contract with any survey of the large-screen tele- 
union in the field as long as there vision field will emerge from the 
were any jurisdictional question meetings. At any rate, directors 
involved. And if any single union will be asked to authorize the 
or group of unions tried te as- survey which would be conducted 
sume jurisdiction a legal tangle by technicians rather than a 
would probably ensue. The video thrown-together exhib committee. 
companies would obviously try to While in Washington, efforts will 
keep out of the middle of that. be made to have Wayne Coy, chair- 

AGVA has hit back at the 4A’s man of the Federal Communica- 
tele committee by charging that tions Commission, and a number 
the video setup with seeking to of FCC technicians outline the 
destroy the proposed one-card sys- State of television. 
tem for performers in all fields. Number of tangible plans cover- 
It is charged that the setup was:a ing entry into tele will come up 
means of perpetuating current di- for discussion. One of these plans 
vision in all fields at the expense definitely slated for the agenda is 
of the variety performer. the proposal of Si Fabian, circuit 

Dewey Barto. AGVA’s national operator, for the formation of a 
administrative secretary, in lash- company of exhib promoters to 
ing back at charges by the 4A’s_ book exclusive tele events for thea- 
that AGVA was instrumental in tres. Mitchell Wolfson, Miami 
breaking up the merger, declared theatreman who heads the tele 
that the 4A’s has allotted power committee, will also make recom- 
to an “unholy trinity” which will mendations for adoption of a policy 
be in a position to control video towards distribs selling feature 
and consequently all of showbusi- films to television stations. 
ness at the expense of sister 
unions. 

Barto has proposed that the 4A’s 
| retain the television jurisdiction 
and that individual 4A affiliate 
unions police shows in which their 
actors are employed. Thus a 
variety show would come under 
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sophistication of tots under 10, 
Carney was caught in a WOR- 
AGVA jurisdiction, dramatic pro- Mutual squeeze. The net wanted 
grams by Equity, and operatic pro- additional early evening time some 
grams by the American Guild of years back and he was forced to 
Musical Artists. Any show using give up his 6 p.m. across-the-board 
a combination of all three would spot. Later he was moved up from 
be directly under the 4A’s. All,5 to 4:30 pm., which proved a 
bargaining rights would be vested poor time for the minors, and he 
in the 4A’s which would become had to give up his strip. 
the centralized authority. Disappearance of Uncle Don 
Barto said that the authority plan from New York airwaves marks 
would defeat the one-card union. the end of an era, during which 
Under the AGVA _ proposal, the his format of singing, story telling 
4A’s would be revitalized with all and club announcements was wide- 
branches represented, and would ly copied. Carney is now in 
resume the function for which it Florida, doing his program on a 
was chartered by the American local station. He has been sending 
| Federation of Labor. ‘WOR his show on platters. 


covered only actual expenditures 


Paramount Into Fourth Week Of 


Maneuvers for Trust Settlement 


,U. S. statutory court, which has) ar 
_ settlement of the Government anti- 


Paramount’s maneuvers for a 


trust case went into a fourth week 
Monday (24) with Par’s emissaries 
still beating a path to the Dept. of 
Justice headquarters in Washing- 
ton. Reports to the contrary not- 
withstanding, the company. while 
close to a peace pact, has not 
reached agreement, and the sign- 
ing of a decree is not an inevitable 
development. One feature of a 
proposed settlement has been 
agreed upon, it is understood, that 
Par will open all closed territories 
by the sale of at least one theatre 
in each of those territories. 

Trio that huddled with Special 
Assistant Attorney General Robert 
L. Wright and others in D.C. Mon- 
day were drawn from Par’s regular 
batting order of peacemakers. It 
consisted of Leonard Goldenson, 
theatre chief: Walter Gross, Gold- 
enson’s legal aide, and Robert 
O’Brien, company secretary. Two 
others who have appeared in the 
lineup from time to time, Edwin L. 
Weisl, member of the board. and 


Louis Phillips, Paramount attor- 
nev, did not make the Monday 
trek. 


Playing up the fact that Par is 
still not certain of a settlement, 


‘although one in concededly close, 


is the activity in the company’s 


bullpen. Despite the continued 
stream of negotiations, com- 
pany’s legal staff is still work- 


ing on the preparation of Par’s 
brief and findings of fact which 
will be submitted to the N.Y. Fed- 
eral court next Monday (31) to 
play it safe. Toppers want to 
avoid finding themselves in default 
if the settlement’ should fall 
through. 

While Par presses for a deal, no 
move has been reported recently 
by either 20th-Fox or Warner Bros. 
As for the former, active several 
months ago in peace feelers, it is 
now said that its strategy is to 
play a wait-and-see game until re- 
sults of Par’s maneuvers become 
clear. Twentieth’s biggies feel that 
any deal won by Par can be dupli- 
cated by it. If Par fails, then there 
will be little chance of the others 
getting together with the Govern- 
ment. 

Par’s toppers remain mum on 
negotiations but there is evidence 
that some attempt is being made 
to single out specifically those the- 
atres which should be exempt from 
liquidation and those that must be 
axed. Reportedly, the D. of J. 
has been in dispute with Para- 
mounters on a number of the 
houses which the former claims are 
located in closed situations. 

Negotiations are now completely 
predicated on a split of Paramount 
into two companies along the lines 
of the RKO consent decree. Ap- 
parently, the alternative plan for 
partial divorcement with a con- 
tinued one-company setup has been 
dropped. 














Ad Agencies 
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England and also did radio work in 
Canada. 

J. Walter Thompson Co., which 
has radio executives in Johannes- 
burg, Durban and Cape Town, is 
now consolidating its radio depart- 
ment in the latter place under 
Kenneth Taylor, who has been 
transferred from the Durban office. 
Tavior is well-known from his 
S.A.B.C. broadcasts on racing and 
other sports commentaries and is 
also a producer and actor. 

The newly-formed Grant Adver- 
tising Co. uses an independent out- 
side production unit. They handle 
Coca-Cola and recently took over 
the radio portion of the Colgate- 
Palmolive-Peet account from Cen- 
tral Advertising. Chief claim to 
fame at the present time is the 
production of the biggest locally 
produced show to date. This is a 
half-hour program called “Any- 
thing Goes” which is staged every 
Sunday evening in the 20th Cen- 
tury theatre. Johannesburg, and 
recordings of the show are broad- 
cast several days later from 
Lourenco Marques. Sponsor of the 
program, which draws an audience 
of 2,000 people or more every 
Sunday, is Colgate-Palmolive-Peet 
for Colgate Dental Cream. Irving 
Rill, an American, is the managing 
director of Grant Advertising and 
plays a prominent part on the 


,radio side. 
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LORETTA YOUNG - ROBERT CUMMINGS ir 









With 


| WENDEL) 


oo DOUGLAS BEEK |. 
be eee Directed by 
' 3" WILLIAM DIPTERLE” 
Screenplay by Kerti Frings 
Based upon a novel by 
June Fruesdell 
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“Paleface” pace in 
. Paramount’s . 
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‘* Kverything-Points-To-"The Accused”? : : | 
campaign, including 13 magazineads | 
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Picture Grosses 





L’ ville Not So Strong | 
Albeit ‘Dear to Heart’ 
Hot $16,000; ‘Juan’ 76 


Louisville, Jan. 25. 

Biz sticking near average level 
this week, with one exception. 
Rialto. with “So Dear To My 
Heart.” had big preem to launch 
the film. Walt Disney opus should 
lead the town by a nice margin. 
“Don Juan” is shaping up neat at 
Mary Anderson. 

Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200; 
45-65) — “Every Girl Married” 
(RKO) and “Smart Woman’’ 
(RKO (m.o.). Brisk $4,000. Last 


week. “Paleface” (Par) (m.o.), sol- 
id $5.000. 

Kentucky ‘Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
—"Belle Starr’s Daughter” (20th) 
and “Road House” (20th). Nice 
$3.000 or over. Last week, “When 
Baby Smiles” (20th) and “Return 
October” (Col), $3,500. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; 
45-65)—"“‘Don Juan” (WB). Smart 


$7,000. Last week, “Christopher 
Blake” (WB), $3,000. 
National (Standard) (2.400; 45- 


65)—“‘Arkansas Judge” (Rep) (re- 
issue) and Roy Acuff band and 
acts on stage, four days, split with 
“Gallant Bess” (EL) and “Brother 
Talks To Horses” (M-G). Bulk of 
biz credited to candidate for gov- 
ernor of Tennessee, Acuff. Okay 


$7.000. Last week, “Urubu” (UA) 
and “Plot to Kill Roosevelt” (UA), 
$5.000. 

Rialto (FA) (3,000; 45-65)— 


“Dear To My Heart” (RKO). One of | 
big preems on 4-state launching 
with p.a. of some stars from film | 
plus Walt Disney. Strong $16,000 
or over in sight. Last week, “Ev- 
ery Girl Married” (RKO) and)| 
“Smart Woman” (RKO) fine) 
$15,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)— | 
“Shockproof” (Col) and “Untamed 
Breed” (Col). Modest $11,000. 
Last week, “Man From Colorado” 
(Col) and “Here Comes Trouble” 
(UA), $10,000. 

Strand (FA) (1,000; 


WASHINGTON 


‘Snow Sloughs K.C. But 


True Love’ 116, ‘Bandit’ | 
146, ‘By Night’ Fine 46 


Kansas City, Jan. 25. 
Town has a moderately good line 





(Continued from page 9) 


| well with strong $5,800 for 15th 


consecutive week downtown. Last 
week, $6,000. Stays indef. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 76-$1.50) 
—“Joan of Arc” (RKO). Upped 
admission plus schedule of seven 
shows daily boosting this to ter- 
rific $40,000 or near. Last week, 
“Every Girl Married” (RKO) (3d 
wk), okay $10,000 at 76c top. 

Little (Lopert) (287; $1.20-$2.40) 
—“Hamlet” (U) (14th wk). Slid to 
$4,000 or less after near-capacity 
$5,500 last week. 

Metropolitan (Loew’s) (1,163; 44- 
74)— “Snake Pit” (20th). Disap- 
pointing $18,000 but shows signs of 
building. Last week, “Untamed 
Breed” (Col) (4 days) and “Snake 
Pit” (20th) (3 days), $17,000. 


National (Heiman) (1,600; 60- 
$1.20)—‘‘Mourning Becomes Elec- 
tra” (RKO) (2d wk). Died with 


low $5,000 and moves out. Last 


week, disappointing $8,000. 

Playhouse (Lopert) (432; 50-85) 
—‘Louisiana Story” (Indie) (3d 
wk). Dipped to so-sa $4,000 after 
hot $6,500 last week. 

Warner (WB) (2,154; 44-74)— 
“John Loves Mary” (WB). An- 
other disappointer at $18,000 in 9 
days. Last week, ‘Whiplash” 
(WB), $13,000 for 5 days. 

Trans - Lux (T-L) (650; 44-80)— 
“Enchantment” (RKO) (5th wk). 
Weekend flurry helping this to 
probable $9,000. Last week, nice 
$8,000. Holds on. 





Disney’s ‘Heart’ Smash 
$20,000, Big Indpls. News; 
‘Accused’ Smart $10,000 


Indianapolis, Jan. 25. 
Walt Disney’s “So Dear To My 
Heart” is ee the gravy here 
this week. Sparked by appearances 
of Bobby Driscoll, Luana Patten, 
Beulah Bondi and Roy Acuff and 


of product and grosses are in same 
groove this week. “One Sunday 
Afternoon” at Orpheum is fairly | 
good and “Kissing Bandit” at Mid- 
land near average but not sock. 
“He Walked By Night” is giving 
the Roxy a nice take. “My Own) 
True Love” also is not smash at> 
‘the Paramount. Heavy snow of | 
last week is still around as tem- 
peratures hold down to season’s 
low, and denting theatre traffic. 
Estimates for This Week 
Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 


65)—“Crazy House” (Indie) and 
“Pardon My Sarong” (Indie) (reis- 
sues). Mild $3,000. Last week, 
“Gotta Stay Happy” (‘(U) (m.o.,), 


same. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 35-45-65) 
—“Confessions of Rogue” (Indie) 
slow $1.000. Last week, “Revenge” 


(Indie), $1,200. 

Midland (‘Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65) 
—“Kissing Bandit” ‘M-G) and 
“Dear Secretary” (UA). Average 


at $14,000. Last week, “Man from 
Colorado” (Col) and “Ladies of 
the Chorus” (Col), ditto. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“One Sunday Afternoon” (WB) 
and “The Trespasser’” (Rep). 
Good $12,000. Last week, “Every | 
Girl Married” (RKO) and “Indian 
Agent” (RKO) (3d wk) first half 
split with “Fallen Sparrow” (RKO) | 
and “Murder My Sweet” (RKO) 
(reissues) last half, $8,000. 

Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“My Own True Love” (Par). Fairly 
nice $11,000 or over. Last week, 
“Paleface” (Par) (4th wk), slick 
$8,000. 
| Roxy (Durwood) (900; 45-65)— 
“He Walked By Night” (EL) and 
“Parole, Inc.” (EL). Stout $4,000. 
Last week, “Lost Horizon” (Col) 
and “Adam Had Four Sons” (Col) 
(reissues), $3,000. 

Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 45-65) 
—“Snake Pit” (20th) (2d wk). 
Sturdy $12,000. Last had edge 
taken off by bad weather, but 
came through with big $20,000. 





' | 
45-65)— presence of Disney and author | Accused Smash $20,000, | 





Continued 








of letter to Johnston and without 
releasing it to the press. On Gold- 
wyn’s side, however, is the fact 
that this original statement was de- 
void of personalities and on a high 


policy level, explaining his reasons 
‘for getting out of organizations | 


which he helped to found and of 
which he has been a member for 


| years. 


Johnston, however, came, back 
with a denunciation of the pro- 
ducer on a personal level and it is 


this that is burning industryites and ; 


has lost Johnston much sympathy 
from among the member compan- 
ies of his own organization. He 
virtually invited a reply from 
Goldwyn on a personal level—and 
he got it. It was a biting, stinging, 
sarcastic statement that obviously 


caused Johnston to come out sec-. 


ond best in the exchange; that is, 
if there can be any victor but the 
enemies of the industry in such a 
verbal free-for-all. 


Depinet Embarrassed 


Most deeply embarrassed by the 
whole affair was Ned E. Depinet, 
prez of RKO, which distributes 
Goldwyn product. Depinet was at 
the MPAA presidents’ meeting in 
Miami, chairmanned by Johnston, 
when the latter issued his reply to 
Goldwyn. The statement was is- 


sued through the Johnston head- | 


quarters in Washington, but ap- 
peared to have the backing of the 
presidents themselves. This con- 
siderably disturbed Depinet, since 
Goldwyn is an important RKO 


mealticket, and the company boss | 


is in no mood at the moment to 
pick fights with him. As a matter 
of fact, Depinet’s chief, RKO own- 
er Howard Hughes, has himself 
been in a bitter battle with the 
MPAA for the past two years. 
Goldwyn execs denied that there 
was anything but coincidence in 
the timing that brought the state- 
ment forth during the presidents’ 
conclave in Miami. It was said 
that Goldwyn had long contem- 
plated resigning from the MPAA 
and MPPA as soon as a new prexy 
had taken over in the Society of 


Goldwyn-Johnston Bitterness 


“Let’s Live Little’ (EL) and ‘“‘Pa- Sterling North at preliminaries, | 


Independent Motion Picture Pro- 





role, Inc.” (EL). Fairly nice $5,- 
000. Last week, “Countess Monte 


Cristo” (U) and “Shed No Tears” looks smash enough to hold. “The | 


(EL), $6,000. 


‘Witch’ Record $10,000, 
Balto; ‘Pit’ Giant 166 


Baltimore, Jan. 25. 

Strong entries are giving consid- 
erable hypo to downtown doings 
here with rosy totals for ‘The 
Snake Pit’ at New and “Don Juan” 
at Stanley. But standout is ‘““Wake 
of Red Witch” soaring to house 
records at the Mayfair. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60)—“‘Kissing Bandit” (M-G). Fair- 
ish $12,000. Last week, “Three 
Godfathers” (M-G), $12,400. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
20-70) —“Shockproof” (Col) plus 
vaude. Mildish $13,000. Last week, 
“He Walked By Night” (EL) and 
vaude, okay $15,800. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
60)—*‘Mexican Hayride’ (U) (2d 
wk) .Starts second week today 
(Tues.) after all right getaway at 





$9 000. H 
Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-65) —! 


“Wake of Red Witch” (Rep). | 
Breaking house record with smash 
$10.000 or near indicated. Last | 
week, second of “Siren Atlantis” 
(UA), $4.200. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 
“Snake Pit” (20th). Great $16,000. | 
Last week, “Yellow Sky” (20th) (2d | 
wk), $7,700. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280: 25-75) —. 
“Don Juan” (WB). Rousing $17,000. | 
Last week, “Whiplash” (WB), | 
$9.900. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) | 
—"“Can’t Take it With You” (Col) | 
(reissue). Mild $7,000. Last week, | 
“Every Girl Married” (RKO) (3d) 
wk), big $8,800. | 





MINNEAPOLIS | 


(Continued from page 8) 
good $8,000. Last week, “Every | 
Girl Married” (RKO) (3d wk), nice. 
$8,000. 
State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)——“Red | 
River” (UA). Sock $16,000 looms. | 
Last week, “Lady in Ermine” | 
(20th), weak $7,500. 
* Uptown (Par) (44-60)—‘“Innocent | 
Affair” (UA). First nabe showing. 
Okay $3,200. Last week, “Three 

Musketeers” ‘pf -G), big $4,600. 
World (Mann) (350; 50-85)— 
“Every Girl Married” (RKO) (4th 
wk). Fair $2,200. Last week, 
“Hollow Triumph” (EL) (m.0.), | 
$2,400. 


| “Stay Happy” 


ish $4,000. 


film with Hoosier setting took 
$5,200 opening day at Indiana and 


Accused” at Indiana is okay. 
j Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 
65)—“‘Accused” (Par) and “Dyna- 


mite” (Par). Average $10,000. Last | 


week, “Jiggs, Maggie in Court” 
(Mono) with Sammy Kaye orch 
‘onstage, terrific $25,000 at 60-90c 


scale. 
| Indiana 


(G-D) (3,300; 44-65)— 


“So Dear To Heart” (RKO). Smash | 


$20,000. Last week, “Gotta Stay 
Happy” (U) and “Strange Mrs. 
'Crane” (EL), nice $12,000. 

| Keith’s (G-D) 
“Gotta Stay Happy” (U) and 
“Strange Mrs. Crane” (EL) (m.o.). 
Fair $4,500. Last week, “Ali Baba” 
‘(U) and “Phantom of Opera” (U) 
(reissues), $4,000. 

| Lyrie (G-D) 
|““Whiplash” (WB) and “Christopher 


Blake” (WB). Fair $6,000. Last 
week, “Badlands of Dakota” (U) 
‘and “Trail of Vigilantes” (U), 


| tepid $5,000. 








SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 9) 
hattan Angel” (Col) (2d wk). Sock 
$11,000 after $16,000 last stanza. 


Liberty (Ind) (1,650; 50-84)— 
“Paleface” (Par) (4th wk). Okay 
$5.000 in three days. Last wéek, 


excellent $8,000. 


Music Box (H-E) (850; 50-84)— 
“Dear Secretary” (UA) and “Inner 
Sanctum” (FC) (m.o.). Good $3,000. 
Last week, “Paradine Case” (SRO) 
and “Kidnapped” (Mono), $2,800. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 50-84) — 

“Hills of Home” (M-G) and “No 
Minor Vices” {(M-G). Dim $6,000. 
Last week, 
(M-G) and “Guns of Hate” (RKO), 
$4,600 in 5 days. 
.. Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 50-84)— 
(U) and “Indian 
Agent” (RKO) (2d wk). Good $7,- 
000 after nice $10,700 opener. 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 34-59). 


—‘Best Years” (RKO) and “Rusty 
Leads Way” (Col) (2d runs). Fair- 
Last week, 
West” (RKO) and “Kiss Blood Off 
Hands” (U), $3,600. 


Paramount (H-E) (3,039: 50-84)—! Neat $9,000. Last 
“Yellow Sky” (20th) and “Jungle: 


Patrol” (20th) (2d wk). Down to 
okay $8,000 or near after strong 
$16,600 last week. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 50-84) 
—‘‘Three Musketeers” (M-G) and 
“Miraculous Journey” (FC) (2d 
runs). Trim $3,500. Last week. 
“Baby Smiles’ (20th) and “This Is 


. N.Y.” (UA), (2d runs), $2,900. 


(1,300; 44-65)— | 


(1,600: 44-65) —. 


“Words and Music” | 


“Station | 


Buff.; ‘Pit’ Hot 11G, 2d ducers. Ellis Arnall, former Geor- 


| gia governor, acceded to that post 
b Buffalo, Jan. 25. | about a month ago. 
| Strongest new entry here cur- 
‘rently is “The Accused,” great at | Arnall, as a matter of fact, prob- 
the Buffalo. “Snake Pit” still is big| 8bly contributed to the Goldwyn- 


on secand session at the Lakes! Johnston exchange by challenging | 


after wow first nine days. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) 


the MPAA chieftain to a public de- 
| bate and altogether indicating his 
(3,500; 40-70)— | low regard for the Johnston organ- 


,“Accused” (Par) and “Dynamite”! ization within a matter of hours | 


(Par). Great $20,000. Last week,| after taking office in December. 
“One Sunday Afternoon” (WB) and | Johnston is felt to have come out 

Famer AME RUARMG the aeor, Im tat eta by he 
_“Snake Pit” (20th) (2d wk). Fine | simple and logical statement that 
PGnnd after sock, $25,000 in first by publicly airing the indnstry’s 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70)— Problems. Industryites were won- 
“Dear Secretary” (U4) and “Out of , dering last week why he didn’t use 


Storm” (Rep). Oke® $9,500. Last Some of the same judgment in the 
week, “Yellow Sky” (20th) and | Goldwyn fracas. 
(mas as yey in Shoes” (Mono) ‘Unable to Agree’ 

Teck (Shea) (1.400: 40-70)—“One | _ Producer, in his original state- 





| Sunday Afternoon” (WB) and “Ex- | Ment, declared: “I find myself un- 
posed” (WB) (m.o.). Forte $7,000 | able to agree conscientiously with 
in 10 days. Last week, “Paleface” | Many of the policies formulated by 
(Par) (m.o.), oke $1,200 in 4 days. 
Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— | represent the interest of the inde- 
|““Rogues’ Regiment” (U) and “La- pendent producers.” He went en 
dies of Chorus” (Col) (2d wk). to hint at monopoly in saying that 
| Passable $7,000 in 4 days. Last 
| week, big $17,500, and over hopes. | 


enterprise in our industry.” 
| Century (20th Cent) (3,000; 40-| tod: «4 
70)—"Last Days of Pompeii” | Johnston replied: “Our members 


{RKO) and She" wRKO) (Felssues). portant MES, iam) are relieved 
 Rvecy Cae Redlegs 3 mos During his association with us, he 
“Bodyguard” (RKO) (3d wk), Tae demonstrated a unique and 
days, and “Pompeii” (RKO) and) 


a ee. 8 ae, eee der” (U) and “Shep Comes Home” 


(SG) (2d wk-4 days), $2,400. 
LOS ANGELES 


Studio City (FWC) (880; 60-$1) 
‘Continued from page 8) 


'—“Criss Cross” (U) and “Jiggs 
‘and Maggie in Court” (Mono). 
sia eee or better. Last week, Good $5,000. Last week, “Act Mur- 
| Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 60-$1)— 


der” (U) and “Shep Comes Home” 
“Return of October’ (Col) and 


| (SG) (2d wk-4 days), $1,200. 
United Artists (UA) (2,100; 60- 
Blondie’s Secret” (Col). Okay 
/ $16,500. Last week, “Enchantment” 








$1)—"Criss Cross” (U) and “Jiggs, 
Maggie in Court” (Mono). Smooth 


(RKO) (4th wk) and “Blackie’s $17,500. Last week, “Act Murder” 
tor Venture” (Col) (3d wk), (U):and “Shep Comes Home” (SG) 


(2d wk-4 days), $2,700. 

Uptewn (FWC) (1,719: 60-$1)— 
“Yellow Sky” (20th) and “Alaska 
Patrol” (FC) (2d wk). Nice $7,500. 
_ Last week, $11,100. 


| Paramount (F&M) (3,398: 60-$1) 
“Paleface” (Par) and “Far 
Frontier” (Rep) (4th wk). Down to 
$10,000. Last week, okay $15,400. 
Paramount Hollywood (F & M) 


(1,451; 60-$1)—“Paleface” (Par) known Island” (FC) and “Feath- 
‘and “Far Frontier” (Rep) (4th wk). ered Serpent” (Mono). Lush $5,000. 
week, $12,900. Last week, “Blood On Moon” 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890;' (RKO) and “Trouble Preferred” 


50-80)—“‘Return of October” (Col) 
and “Blondie’s Secret” (Col). Oke 
$16,500. Last week, “Enchantment” 
(RKO) (4th wk) and “Chinese Ven- 


(20th) (3d wk-5 days), $3,400. 
Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 60-$1)— 

“Words and Music” (M-G) (2d wk). 

Smart $12,000. Last week, sturdy 


ture” (Col) (3d wk), $10,300. $16,700. 
a Ritz (FWC) (1,370: 50-$1) — Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 60-$1)—. 
Criss Cross” (U) and “Jiggs and “Don Juan” (WB). Strong $17,000. | 


Maggie in Court” (Mono). Fairly 


La t - “ s ” 
good $7,000. Last week. “Act Mune. St week, “Whiplash” (WB) (2d 


,Wk-5 days), $6,700. 


he felt nothing was to be gained | 


| the Assn. and feel that they do not | 


“there must be a return to real free | 


Vogue (FWC) (885; 60-85)—“Un- | 


cL , 


from page 5 


, singular flare for saying one thing 
‘and doing exactly the opposite. 
|. “Mr. Goldwyn’s fabulous ma. 
terial success in the motion picture 
industry—he is a multi-millionaire 
—is irrefutable proof that free en. 
terprise and free opportunities 
exist... I’m afraid I can’t sheq 
any tears over the way that multi. 
millionaire Goldwyn is being op. 
pressed .. . Mr. Goldwyn’s state. 
ment is the latest example of his 
penchant for getting into violent 
disagreement with himself on ajj 
sides of a question. The reaction 
of the members here can be sum. 
marized in one word: ‘Good.’ ” 

Goldwyn countered: 

“It is indeed unfortunate for the 
motion picture industry that Mr. 
Eric Johnston’s manners are as bad 
as his judgment. I had hoped to 
withdraw from the Motion Picture 
Association of America without 
commenting on Mr. Johnston’s 
leadership but this latest effusion 
from his word factory impels me 


to state a few matters for the 
' record. 
“During the period that Mr. 


| Johnston has been president of the 
MPAA the public relations of the 
industry have declined alarming 
ly. Mr. Johnston’s contributions 
to building fine relations between 
the public and our business has 
consisted mostly of turning the of- 
fices of the MPAA into a personal 
press bureau for Eric Johnston. 
This is not surprising in view of 
| the fact that all this time Mr. 
Johnston has been preening him- 
self to accept call to public office. 
|The overwhelming silence of the 
| public with respect to Mr. John- 
ston’s political ambitions has un- 
fortunately not prevented him 
from devoting his major efforts to 
his personal objectives rather than 
to the benefit of the motion pic- 
ture industry. 

“During the period of Mr. John- 
ston’s incumbency the financial 
position of the industry as a whole 
has deteriorated considerably. This 
|may not be Mr. Johnston’s fault 
but his glittering genius for doing 
, the wrong thing has certainly not 
helped the industry solve any of 
the grave problems it faces. 

“As far as I have been able to 
observe, Mr. Johnston’s chief con- 
tribution to the economic stability 
of the industry has been to give 
it such advice as has caused the 
| filing of law suits against MPAA 
| and various of its member totalling 

some $65,000,000—one of which 
'has already been decided against 
the company involved. The mo- 
tion picture industry has survived 
many misfortunes and I am confi- 
dent that it will survive Eric John- 
ston.” 





Cowan Seeks Membership 

Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Lester Cowan, a holdout for sev- 
,eral years, applied for membership 
‘in the Society of Independent Mo- 
tion Pictures as a result of Sam- 
uel Goldwyn’s resignation from the 
_Motion Picture Assn. He had held 
‘out, he explained, because SIMPP 
meant little as long as Goldwyn 
‘was a member of the indie and 
major producer groups at the same 
time. 

Understood Cowan and other in- 
dies will ask for a change in the by- 
jlaws making it impossible for & 
producer to belong to both asso- 
ciations. Cowan’s application was 
okayed by SIMPP today (Tues.). 








| 
Acad Mails 11,650 Ballots 


| For Oscar Nominations 
Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Total of 11,650 nomination bal- 
lots were mailed by the Motion 
Picture Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences for the 21st run- 
ning of the Oscar Derby. Votes 
must be returned by Jan. 29, an 
nominations will be announced 
Feb. 14. 

Meanwhile, Jean Hersholt, Acad- 
emy prexy, announced that offers 
from several television stations to 
broadcast the Derby have been 
turned down. The Academy, && 
cording to Hersholt, wants to 
avoid any hint of commercialism 
in connection with the awards. 


AMY AXED 
Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

After 17 years at Valley Studio, 
George Amy, exec assistant to 
Michael Curtiz since producef 
formed his own unit at Warners: 
was laid off. 

Axing follows dissolution of Cul 
tiz unit and producer’s return 
;company payroll. 
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THE JOINT IS SyMpiNG AT 1540 B'WAY! 


Listen in on M-G-M’s Home Office! 








' “Just received a swell report on 
‘3 GODFATHERS.’ The first 

19 engagements promise good 
news for showmen everywhere!” 
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(Book “Movies And 
You” Series For 
Your Industry’s Sake! 
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~ New Faces Get Buildup 


Continued from page 1 


tention by the studios to star) and everyone right down the line.” 
buildups. They want to use their | Boris Kaplan, Paramount’s east- 
own stars rather than go out and ern talent topper, feels that the, 
hire independent players, because |tyros seldom have had the oppor-— 
it answers the demand for econo- tunity that faces them during 1949. 
my. Furthermore, by owning a star | He emphasized, however, that the 
with definite marquee attraction, a demands are much more rigorous 
lot has at hand a continuing value, and the efforts of the studios won’t | 
instead of merely contributing to| be scattered over so many youth- 
the buildup of an indie player if | ful vlayers as in the past. 











| 
| 
| 


the pic in which he or she appears; “There will be fewer young 
turns out particularly successful. | actors ana actresses selected for 
Producers in the past have al-|term contracts,” he _ explained. 


ways aimed to put name players “Howevei, those who are chosen 
in their films as far as possible will have the best opportunity ever 
as b.o. insurance. Failure in recent afforded contract people. There 
years of many of these “insurance will be fewer of them on the lot 
policies” to pay off has created a for producers and directors to 
much greater willingness to experi- choose from, so there will be great- 
ment with the use of comparative er chance for selection. And those 
tyros. who go into pictures will have 
Nevertheless, whatever the ac- +Z0les carefully tailored to build 
tual marquee value of some of Hol- | them. 
lywood’s name players, there need | Careers Nipped Early 
be no expectation that they are Performers who don’t make the 
going to do any quick disappear- | grade in the first year or so will 
ance from films. Well-known | find their careers nipped, if the 
names, no matter how feeble they | present pressure for economy con- 
have proved themselves recently|tinues. Their six-month option 
at the b.o.. are still in demand | contracts will undoubtedly contain 


by exhibs. Theatremen, despite ex-|clauses upping their weekly take | 


perience, retain a traditional faith each time the ticket is renewed. 
in names that is not 


ducers to acquiesce in part in or-| jumps from perhaps $200 a week 
der to get better terms for their | to $300, he'll be sacrificed in fa- 
films. 

Hollywoodites are burned at ex- 
hibs because of the constant call 
from the field for new faces and} 
the theatremen’s refusal to coop-| 
erate in developing them. Now, 
the studios are determined to go 
ahead with development of the 
novices, taking advantage of the 


' dio that extra $100 a week—$5,000 
a year. 


are no longer sufficient for the tal- 
ent scout. Studios are adding very 
few players to their lists—and then 
only when they have specific parts 

“a img the talent hunters can 

. ; | be ruthless in weeding out all but 
urge for economy. the best bets. With’a first-class 

Lack of Names | screen test in New York for a po- 

Lack of a sufficient number of | tential player costing a major any- 
name players at thé moment, be-| where from $1,000 to $1,500, that’s 
couse of failure of studios to build | a further factor to discourage even 
their own stars during the lush war | looking at any but the most prom- 
and postwar era, is thought to be | ising youngsters. 
one of the current difficulties at| Talent departments, under the 
the b.o. Independent stars failed | economy lash, are being forced to 
to guide their own destinies with | restrict themselves more and more 
the same skill and publicity at-| to Broadway in their search for 
tention that major companies are | stellar material. There’s not the 
able to give, it is claimed. |mad rush to Oshkosh on a mere 

The new faces of 1949, as a re-| word that there’s a promising boy 
sult, will find that they are being|or girl there. Instead, distribu- 
carefully cast in a series of break-| tion department execs in the area 
in roles to familiarize them with | are asked to have a look. If they 
techniques and familiarize audi- | report favorably, the potential Hol- 
ences with them. Then, if things | lywoodian is asked to come to New 
go according to schedule, they will | York when he or she can. 
be handed the best possible part| Even out-of-town legit openings 
the studio can contrive to sock | are not being covered regularly. 
them across as meaningful name | Only the most highly-touted shows 
players. | are viewed by the talent depart- 

Word of Hollywood’s determina-| ment Daniel Boones prior to their 
tion to make this the year of the | Broadway preems. It has been 
newcomer came from top talent | found that the out-of-town catch- 
execs on both coasts. Not only | ings don’t pay, since a player who 
young players, but new directors, | attracts any attention invariably 
too, will find their opportunity this | promptly gets himself an agent. 
year, it was suggested. And a 10%-er, if there’s any de- 

“We can’t go on forever using 
ton-salaried stars who no longer 
*mean a thing at the boxoffice,” 
Arthur Willi, RKO talent chief, de- 
clared. “The public is just not 
buving some of the established 
names and we must come through 
with new ones. 

“Although when you figure a 
couple of stars and a director with 
only moderate pull may start a film 
off with a $600,000 nut, economy | aging director, Robert Weitman. a 
seems the big reason for shifting | check showed that at least 1.000 
to new talent, it’s not the only | more people paid their way into 
reason. I wouldn’t say the change|the house from 11 a.m. to noon 
in tactics is economy so much as; Thursday, when the President’s 
common sense. If the public doesn’t | actual oath-talking was televised 
buy what you have, you change to than came in the previous day. 
something else. | Weitman pointed out that Wednes- 

William Mayberry, 20th-Fox cast-| day is traditionally a better day 
ing director, currently in New at the boxoffice than Thursday, so 
York, confirmed his studio’s switch! the added crowd could be at- 
to greater emphasis on building | tributed directly to theatre TV. 
up young players. “We're sponsor-| The Paramount also carried 
ing many new people,” he ex-| about 20 minutes of the gala cele- 
plained, “and are trying to bring | bration from Washington Wednes- 
along some of the youngsters in|! day night, plus about 25 minutes of 
every picture.we make. I think! the pickup from the President’s 
every studio is trying to do the| Ball Thursday night. Since the 
same thing. Lots of the older peo-| house was full both nights, it was 
ple, whose salaries have skyrock-| impossible to determine how 
eted, don’t mean an iota at the | much of the biz was due to the 
boxoffice and we're attempting to added lure of watching the cele- 
solve that by developing new stars brations as they happened. Audi- 
with genuine marquee appeal.” | ence at all three showings dis- 

Metro’s Sidney Phillips echoed | played considerable interest, with 
his.colleagues. “It stands to reason | no walkouts. 
that any ~business, such as ours, Par used its intermediate: film 
that is constantly repeating itself method for the pickups, transcrib- 


pact, anyway, until the show opens 
in New York, since the starting 
salary may be doubled or tripled 


Par Video 


Continued from page 1 











because of its very nature, devours | ing the tele images on film off a! 


talent rapidly. The established peo-| specially-processed receiving tube, 
ple are net getting any fresher and then flashing the film onto the 
and you can’t cast the same player regular theatre screen. Prints of 
in every picture. So we're trying the film were flown to KTLA, Par’s 
in every possible way to develop tele station in Los Angeles, both 
younger talent and this should be Wednesday and Thursday nights, 
a great year for the newcomers. thereby giving the outlet a chance 
That applies not only to players, | to scoop other Coast stations with 
but to directors, designers, writers | the pictures. 


/making an original, “Paris,” there 


'Metro’s foreign slate, others being 
_“Conspirator,” now lensing in Eng- 


in Italy, England or both. 


shared by/|If a player means nothing at the | 
much of Hollywood, but forces pro-|end of a year, when his salary | 


| vor of a newcomer to save the stu- | 


The pretty face and trim figure | 


mand for his player, won’t sign a. 


by good reaction from critics and | 
opening night audiences. «| 










Metro Mulls 4th Pic, 
For Foreign Schedule 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Metro is eyeing pic-making situ- 
ation in Franee with view toward 


Currency Reform 


‘—___._ ontinued from page 13 


Film, who also handle most of the 
Austrian product. The bulk of the 
other distrbutors are distribuing, 
in addition to their few new etl 
tures, mainly old German produc- 
tion. In the American zone, Allge- | 
meiner Filmverleih still handles a_ 
large part of former Nazi product. | 


Four Products in Berlin 


There are 4,519 theatres playing 
|in the whole of Germany, with a 
‘seating capacity of 1,676,744. 
American zone has 1,243 theatres, 
with 477,321 seating capacity; Brit- 
ish zone has 1,190, with 501,321 
seats; French zone has 391, with 
142,801 seats, and Russian zone has 
1,695, with 555,214 seats. 

The Berlin situation is unique 
‘and unparalleled. It is the only 
city in Germany where Germans 
can compare the product of all four | 
| occupying nations. Competition is 
Change in Govt. | free for*western product, with re- 
One is that there may be a_| strictions in the Russian sector and 
change in the South African. gov- | for Russian pictures in the western | 
-ernment shortly and so there is no | sectors, but since every Berliner 
point in segding a delegation to | can move around in Berlin, he can 
‘negotiate with officials who may / choose what pictures he likes to 
/soon be out of office. Other reason | see. 
may be that Joseph Seidelman,| Berlin is also the only city where 
Universal foreign manager, who is | admission price is paid in two dif- 
already on the scene, or U. S. Em-| ferent currencies, easi-marks and 
bassy execs, have learned that | west-marks, of which the east-mark 
there is no possibility of working | is worth only about one-fourth of 
any change in the regulations. | the west-mark. In the Russian sec- 
| American companies were par-|tor only east-marks are accepted, 
ticularly anxious to establish their | but in the western sectors some 
own identities for the purposes of | theatres accept admission on a 50/ | 
the 50% limitations, even if they | 50 basis or sell some price cate- 
couldn’t change the overall figure. | gories for west-marks only, and 
| Restrictions are based on what an | others for east-marks. Rentals are 
importer brought in in 1947. RKO, | paid generally 50/50 in both cur- 
under this deal, is in the worst | rencies to the distributor. 
position, since it was operating | 
through the Schlesinger interest }j 
and had no setup of its own in 
|1947. It therefore hasno standing 
| and can’t bring in any product, ex- | 
|cept by the grace of 20th-Fox, to 
|which it switched its distribution 
‘in South Africa last year. 
| A number of other companies 


| 
| 








late this summer. If plans material- 
ize it would be fourth pic on 


land; sequel to “Mrs. Miniver,” and 
“Quo Vadis,” which may be done 





Harry Henigsen, recently inked 
as company manager for “Quo,” 
will go abroad shortly to study 
situation. 


| S. Africa Trek 


—_———- from page 5 

















Continued 


on the reason for the “inadvisa- 
bility,” but it is believed there are 
two possible explanations. 














Bagnall-Nassour 


——— Continued from page 4 




















|set terms even tougher than the 
i'banks, and getting second-money 
' and completion guarantees would 
| have continued to operate through | continue as difficult as now. Anoth- 
| Schlesinger and so he, as the im- | er point’was the lack of desire to 
porter, has full control of what get the Government into films, 
|company’s pictures he chooses to | with possible dictation of picture 
| bring in under the 50% restriction. | eontent. 
| Only Metro, 20th, and United Art-| Third coin-raising alternative 
|ists have their own offices, and are ‘which appears dead was to have 
so completely independent.in get- | Miss Pickford and Chaplin, both of 
ting out the 50% allowed. |whom are independently wealthy, 
each put perhaps $1,000,000 of 
| their own money into a production 
Cape Town, Jan- 14. fund. This had been suggested by 
| Deal has now been signed by | hanking and other money sources, 
20th-Fox, on behalf of its own| which didn’t see why outsiders | 
‘product and RKO, for Schlesinger | should be asked to invest if the 
organization to handle representa-| p5wners themselves wouldn't risk 
tion and distribution in all centers | ooin. 
where at present not represented. Although directors and manage- 
This virtually means that after ment knew there was virtually ams | 
many years of independent han-| chance of Miss Pickford and Chap- | 
dling, 20th, like Metro and other | jin accepting this bait, it was men-. 
companies, finds Schlesinger distri- tioned as an alternative in an at- 


bution with number of houses + , rer 
owned and exhibitors tied up, most | pooling aie. ee ee 


| effective. crete indication that the owners 


| won't accept such a scheme, since 
$53,000,000 Net 


there was no vote or formal deci- 
Continued from page 5 





20th Pacts Schlesinger 
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‘sion on any of the suggestions. 
| They were all taken under advise- 
ment. 


Schemes Informally Talked 


Ideas were informally discussed 
by directors, management and at- 
torneys during the week following 
the session with the stockholders 
Monday (17) and further discussed 
at a special board meeting in New | 
York yesterday (Tuesday). The. 
stockholders’ assembly was ad-| 
journed sine die (subject to call). 

One of the principal outcomes of 
the Coast conclave—although there 
have been no tangible results so 
_far—was said to have been to 
000 behind the break-even point in | “Shock” the owners into realiza- 
October. Company’s theatre chain | tion of the urgency of UA’s obtain- 
|is about 20% off and is expected ing funds so that it can be assured | 
to turn up a $7,000,000 profit be- Of a continuing supply of its life- | 
fore taxes. Equivalent figure last blood—product. Miss Pickford and 
‘year was $9,000,000. haplin had been frequently given 
| Policy of wiping off losses dur- such “tough talk” before by prexy | 
‘ing 1948 and facing 1949 with a Grad Sears, but were said to have 
clean slate reflects in final nets re- been considerably impressed when 
ported by other majors. Warner the four directors, in a 25-minute 
Bros., for instance, wound up with report read to them by Mills, laid 
$11,837,000 profit for the year with it on the line. 

\its final quarter held by writeoffs| It was emphasized at the meet- 


| 








‘first nine months, U showed a red- | 
|ink total of $1,709,807. 
| Weighting the entire industry 
| take are also big-scale writeoffs by 
/RKO in preparation for its splitup 
|into two separate companies. It is 
| understood that RKO will show 
|less than a $2,000,000 net for the 
/year. In its third quarter, the com- 
| pany anticipated losses to the ex- 
| tent of $3,560,129 to bring its over- 
all nine-month statement to a loss 
of $356,024. 

RKO’s distrib wing was $4,000,- 


| 






| $9,119,613. 


to $1,516,000 against close to $3,- 
/ 000,000 for the equivalent stretch 
of ’47. Metro is another instance. 
| Its final profit was a disappointing 
$5,309,659 for the year with the 
_last-quarter take held to $580,000. 

Unless 1lth-hour writeoffs bite 
sharply into Paramount and 20th- 


will head the majors. Par’s esti- 
mated year’s net is $26,000,000 
'with the company already report- 
ing $20,015,000 for three quarters. 


Twentieth now looks like $12,000.- | 


000. 


danger whatsoever 
Fox profits, those two companies | 


ing that UA was in no financial 
difficulties at the nroment and had, 
as a matter of fact, been operating 
in the black since September as a 
result of operational economies 
and the excellent grosses racked 
up by “Red River.” UA is in no 
of folding, 
since it could continue to get along 
by improvising, as it has done in 
the past. Point was driven home, 


healthy future, the improvisation 


| Must give way to a program for just a gleam in an engineer's € 
Its three-quarter report hit getting about 14 real A pix yearly |New Crosby deal was signe 
|for the company. 


|contracts apply only to 
‘cation of radio shows. 


| pix. 
however, that for a strong and | ) 
‘half years ago, when video was 


‘Darnell, Andy Russell 


Charge Agent With Fraud 


Los Angeles, Jan. 25. 

Andy Russell and Linda Dar 
nell filed charges of fraud in sy. 
perior court against Cy Tanner 
Hollywood tax counsellor and ac. 
tor’s agent. 

Complaints declare he nicke@ 
Russell for $12,000 and Miss Dar. 
nell for $7,250 through income tax 


_manipulations. 








Paley 


Continued from page 1 —~ 








that much of a market for films— 
and can pay for them—it wil] 
clearly leave plenty of place for 
the studios. As a matter of fact, 
of course, Hollywood’s future 
would be assured. 

On the other hand, the Paley 
estimate is likewise a reason for 
perplexity because studio toppers 
recognize their responsibility to 
theatre operators. They have no 
desire to risk exhibitor ire by turn- 
ing the majority of their produc. 
tive facilities or talents to a com- 
peting media. If their profits are 


| to lie in films, they prefer to keep 


them there. 

Leo Spitz, who with William 
Goetz heads the production end of 
Universal-International, sees the 
vying between theatres and TV for 
film merely as a competitive op- 
portunity for the studios which 
they can’t afford to miss. 

“Tf television looms and wants 
our product,” Spitz says, ‘‘then ex- 
hibitors will have to bid against 
the ‘broadcasters for it. If the 
films are worth more to TV than 
they are to theatres, the plain eco- 
nomic facts are that television is 
going to get them. Whether we 
like it or not, the studios will be 
up against an or-else situation.” 

What’s worrying studio execs at 
the moment is just how far they 
should go now in answering the 
call of the Lorelei. Paley, John 
Royal, Sid Strotz and other top- 
radio-video figures are here mak- 
ing an almost constant pitch for 
the release of film and top name 
personalities for video. What the 
studios are pondering is shall they 
turn these requests away and per- 
haps risk giving up a good thing 
for the future, of play ball with 
the video people and risk strong 
exhib reaction? 

Of one think there is no doubt, 
and that is that TV is the current 
Hollywood bogey. A visitor here 
from New York can hardly move 
in top exec circles without get- 
ting the query: “Is it true that 
everybody is home on Tuesday 
nights watching Milton Berle?” 
Answer, of course, is that a lot of 
people are home viewing Berle, 
but whether that will go on or fade, 
and what its effect may be on 
films, is anyone’s surmise. 


Coast Meet 


| me Continued from page 3 


day) and will be there about a 
week. He'll huddle individually 
with productioin chiefs. Joseph M. 
Schenck, 20th-Fox production exec, 
returns to his desk today after 
attending the Miami function and 
meetings in New York. It’s be- 
lieved his arrival is timed to coin- 
cide with that of Johnston. 
All-industry sessions were called 
off for a variety of reasons. One 
was that company toppers thought 
it inadvisable to give further 
publicity to intra-industry prob- 
lems. Secondly, exhib organiza 
tions, which had been _ invited, 
were planning a series of verbal 
brickbats to hurl at producers, and 
the MPAA board thought it would 
cause the meetings to boomerang 
on the original purpose of coopera 
tively solving industry problems. 


———, 


























Par Defines 


Continued from page 1 


studio following reports Crosby 
would face CBS cameras next sea- 
son and that Hope is being sought 
by the network for a back-to-back 


| arrangement. 


Paramount objects only to kine- 
scoping of programs. Tele rights 12 
live dupli- 

Studio has 
right of rejection should it be held 
that filming is competitive to Pars 


Hope’s pact was inked three and 


ye. 
d six 


jmonths ago. 


? 











'. wr ewe Te lUm™ 


~ Beri ww al "= (2 = 5s 


a” 


it 


1e 
in 
p- 
K- 
or 
1e 


by 
' 
ng 
th 
ng 


nt 
re 
ve 
t- 
at 
ay 
+4 


of 


e, 
yn 


er 
» b= 
Lae 
od, 
val 


id 
ng 
ra- 


by 
>a- 
sht 
ick 


ne- 
in 
yli- 
1aS 
eld 
r’s 


ind 
vas 
ve. 





Wednesday, January 26, 1949 


VARIETY 


21 











THE NATION WILL ROAR FROM 
SHORE T0 SHO 









RE!..} 








= FEBIO 


nade Shown for Exhibitor! Pruriowed for the Public! 
EVERY SCREENING CERTIFIES THAT THE ROMANCIN’ RIOT OF 1949 


LQ LSRE = — Seem enna 


Is YOURS FROM WARNER BROS. 
RAD RECA ACK CARON WARD AOL 


WAYNE 


MORRIS 





VIRGINIA 


i 


ues 





PATRICIA NEAL 


Screen Piay by Phoebe and Henry Ephron © From the Hit Stage Piay by NORMAN KRASNA 


mooucesey JERRY WALD ™ | 


Caisse 


7 





wo, 


aa 


ee 











» 
\ 
| 
i} 
la 
} 
f 
ie 
he: 
- + 
ie 
i 
tt 
i 
Ht 
pi 
f 
i 
ie 
i a 
’ 4 
| 
t 
i 
} 
ry 
rs a 
Me " 
ae 
ihe 
oie: 
4 
r 4 
4 - 
' H 
aay 
3h 
i) 
- 





i at i it — 





Si ai 


te nn i etd Cente eRe on ~ — 
a ae ee 


ae ee ee ee 








VARIETY 


Wednesday, January 26, 1949 









Im Reviews 


Continued from page 11 gaan 











Fi 
& poems see 
Heury the Rainmaker craftsmanlike job with a ready- 


‘ 'made public in Britain and likely 
ae ae ieee = to earn more than modest returns | 


A ; . S. exhibitors. 

an okay ending that neatly ties the og a character in the plot is 
events together. Sammy Rice, scientist and re- 

Walburn does an expert comedy search worker, whose lame foot 
chore as the forthright citizen’ 4, made him a complex individ- | 
while Walter Catlett matches aS 43)  Jmmersed in his work he 
the mayor who's not too ethical.’ sear; responsibility and _ steers 
Young romance is capably done by cjear of the inevitable political in- 
William Tracy and Mary Stuart. trigue that goes on behind the 











Latter brings a freshness _ - scenes. Although becoming ex- 
ent to her part bageln a val tremely unpopular by his frank 
a ae? Pe we eA and adverse comments of a new 


genue is rarely more than a fillin. 


. type of anti-tank gun, he redeems 
arbara Brown, the understanding ;- I e 


‘fe of Walburn; Gary Gray. very himself by his skill and courage 
pei ] a in me ae > 6in 6dismantling a booby 
Fschards Oe net ©. which is the enemy’s latest secret 
tichards, Mar} igins. giving Weapon. — . 
a, — St. Gat lene It is this latter scene which is 
itch. are among the others helping | by far the high spot of the produc- 
make this good fun tion, and although it is a long time 
: a , - coming it is handled to extract 

Jean Yarbrough’s pace in di- 


. ] sus se fro it: 
recting the Lane Beauchamp script, every ounce of suspense from it 


‘. awig. In scenes like that the drama be- 
= ce ges may ag tots comes real and satisfying but the 


a j Se , de- same reaction isn’t forthcoming in 
so oe i ae the highly imaginative sequence in 
self a firstrate credit. A former which the complex Sammy seeks 
film editor, he also used _ the solace in whisky. [ 
scissors carefully on this. William , David Farrar has his best role 
Sickner did the okay lensing. in this production and comes out 

Brog. of it with full marks. His is a 
sincere and understanding inter- 
pretation of the principal char- 
acter and plays a major part in} 
bringing conviction to the theme. 
Kathleen Byron has the sympa- 





Woman of Evil 
(FRENCH) 


Leo Cohen release of oe ty Sey 
i luction. Stars Charles anel, wr : I 
Vecleas bease, Direual by Edmond T. thetic part of the understanding 
Greville. Music by Yves Baudrier. At girl and demonstrates her compe- 


Ambassador, N. Y., starting Jan. 21, *49. tence with a moving characteriza- 
Running time, 87 MINS. tiem 


MRD. 5 ua ss sdawane ees Helena Bossis Lesser roles are particularly 
Laurent......:sseereeeeeees ee carefully cast, and experienced 
Diego... ..--seeeeereseeess Seam CNEVECK) niavers like Leslie Banks, Jack 





| Hawkins, Renee Asherson, Michael 
Gough and Anthony Bushell stand 
out in support. Myro. 


(In French; English Titles) 
Edmond T. Greville has a sock 
film in “Woman of Evil.” Film is 
in much the same tempo as his_ 
earlier success, ‘“Passionelle,” and | 


My Last Mistress 


F : 4 

looks like it will land strong busi- (FRENCH) 

ness at foreign-language and arty Leo Cohen release of Sacha Guitry pro- 

houses duction. Stars Sacha Guitry; features 
. Genevieve Guitry, Mona Goya. Directed 


Picture.introduces Helena Bossis }y°h. Verdun. At. Ambassador. 
as the newest s.a. lure a — starting Jan. 21, °49. 
Paris studios. A lusty tale of two NS. 
men loving a cafe pianist, picture | [r2ncq's Bressoles........ 
boasts neat character portrayals by Old Man 
Charles Vanel and sultry Mlle. — 
Bossis. It is probable that Ameri- | Imitator /050/050000700. 
can audiences will hear and see Guardian ma 
more of Miss Bossis, but likely no — Genevieve Guitry 
more of the latter if the film cen-| Florian 221232220000 000000. 
sorial boys have their way. Al- 
though several of the more torrid 
episodes have been cut to almost 
flashes, enough has been left in to 
give the general idea. The garb 
she often wears is flimsy to a high 
degree. 

At times, Greville became so en- 
rossed with depicting the rising 
ood waters surrounding the island 

where the three principal charac- 
ters are marooned that he permit- 
ted the action to lag. But for the 
most part, the plot gallops along 
at a typical French melodramatic 


speed. _ realizes he’s going blind. There 
Vanef is painted as a husky, are some tender passages near the 
wealthy landowner who would do ong when the girl returns to his 
almost anything to satisfy Mlle. cide, but it all comes too late to 
Bossis’ whim. Jean Chevrier, aS caiyage much of the film. Most of 
the virile refugee surgeon, COM- the nearly 90 minutes are con- 
tributes an inspired performance, meq with heavy verbiage and a} 
initial part of his portrayal calling gearth of action. 
on him to emulate a mute. His re-| “ Direction of H. Verdun is lack- 


poy Pig Pes — Bae lustre. Production values likewise 
much emphasis. Capable support: | “" Genevieve Guitry adds some| 
ing cast is So overshad- | sparkle as the model-mistress. She | 
owed by the acting 0 wy re€ is highly decorative but suffers | 
principals. ear. ‘from the outfits she’s forced to 
/wear, and very uneven camera 
'work. Mona Goya, as a cafe singer, | 
‘does okay. Support is barely pass- 
able. Wear. 


| ae oe 
Running time, 85 
Sacha Guitry 
Aime Clariond 
Duvales 


‘ Pasquali 
Leon Walther 
Maurice Teynac 
eT ete Cee Georges Lamaire 


Mila Parely 
Grandmother......... Marguerite Moreno 
Thomassin Marguerite Pierry 
Clotilde 





(In French; English Titles) 

A fine performance by Sacha 
Guitry won’t save this. It’s a slow, 
methodical pseudo love story, a 
Guitry production that stars him in 
a rather ponderous role. “Mistress” 
is mild even for arty spots. 

Picture was made several years 
ago. This is a story of a famed 
sculptor who falls for his model 
and mistress. It depicts him as vir- 
tually tossing her out when he 


The Small Back Reom 
(BRITISH) 
London, Jan. 19. 


British Lion release of London Films- 
Archers (Michael Powell-Emeric Press- 
burger) production. Stars David Farrar. 
Kathleen Bryon. Written and directed 
by Powell, Pressburger, from novel by 
Nigel Balchin; camera, Christopher Chal- 
lis, Freddy Francis; editor, Clifford 
Turner; music, Brian Easdale. At Rialto, 
London, Jan. 19, ’49. Running time, 
106 MINS. 


Trois Garcons, Une Fille 
(Three Boys, One Girl) | 
(FRENCH) | 


Paris, Jan. 19. | 

Cine-Selection release of F.A.O. produc- | 
tion. Directed by Maurice Lahro. Stars 
Gaby Morlay, Suzy Carrier, Jean Marchat, 
Lajarriage. Scripted by Roger Ferdinand 

















Sammy Rice.............. David Farrar | srom his own pla 
SusaM -.------secceeseers Kathleen Byron | The ee Jean Marchat 
R. B. Waring.. ............ Jack Hawkins | The Mother.........+....::. Gaby Morlay 
Colonel Holland.......... Lone Dine! ee Pe Lajarriage | 
Stuart... .seeeeeeees Michael Gough | Gilbert 2... Francois-Patrice | 
Hed ok — rete eeeeee ees wale — Bernard. sppagtentserese. Maurice Favieres | 
Tes cceeeeacched Walter Fitzgerald | - OPH Es ++ -- #74 > ne Susy: | 
OD. 6 56.016 50:4004600060% Emrys Jones | 
}, ae kese 3% Sopsene> Miehone Geode | This is a so-so film from a suc- 
OPPOTAL. .o.cesess enee Asherson | 
Cel. SARE... ..cccerss Anthony Bushell , cessful play Roger Ferdinand. 
Sgt.-Maj. Rose............. Henry Caine It’s a comedy-drama slightly corny, 
Gladwin 2) eee Elwyn Brook-Jones | slightly funny, and slightly b.o. | 
Crowhurst .2.00002000000051."Sam> yaa Three sons and a daughter take it 
ital ... June Elvin upon themselves to break up the! 
DUPE... -ccccccccsoceces David Hutcheson 
Ys 6:5$:6%.64-0'6'60. 00:6 Sidney James | 
REESE SOT Te Roderick Lovell 


The Women in the Hall 


“The Woman in the Hall,” J. 
Arthur Rank production trade- 
shown in New York Friday 
(21), was reviewed in VARIETY | 
from London, Nov. 12, 1947. 


An unscrupulous mother, a 
daughter with a warped sense 
of honesty and acouple of com- | 
pletely uninteresting love | 
stories make up film, which | 
reviewer felt “stands little | 
chance in U. 8.” | 


| 
4 





Through the motion picture and | 
the novel the unsung heroes of the 
last war, the backroom boys, are 
sng coming into their own. 

his is the theme of the Powell- 
Pressburger dramatization of the! 
Nigel Balchin story, translated to | 
the screen with full measure of 
suspense. Although lacking the 
production tricks which are 
usually associated with the Arch- 
ers, “The Small Back Room” is a 





‘rough spots. 


. Mona Goya’! 


affair between their father and a 
woman on the telephone whom no- 
body ever sees or knows. Their 
mother stoically fights the knowl- 


edge that she may lose her hus-| 
band, while the children contrive) 
_all sorts of stunts to put -their 


father on the right path. 


A good performance by Jean| 


Marchat gets the picture over the 
Film also boasts an 
interesting comedian, Lajarriage, 
who looks and has a great sense of 
the comic. 


There are only nine people in 


the pic and almt as many sets, | 
but it proves once again how diffi- | 


cult it is to put a play on celluloid 
as a play. Direction by Maurice 
Labro is fine and the action keeps 
moving at all times. Photography 
holds up and supporting cast han- 
dle their parts well. Buch. 


bomb | 


Der Apfel Ist Ab 
(The Apple Fell) 
(GERMAN) 


Darmstadt, Jan. 15. 

Camera Film release of Helmut Beck- 
Herzog Film production. Features Bobby 
Todd, Bettina Moissi. Joana Maria Gorvin, 
Arno Assman and Helmut Kaeutner. Di- 
rected by Kaeutner. Adapted 
musical comedy of same title by Kurd 
E. Heyne, Kaeutner and Todd. Music, 
Bernhard Eichorn; camera. Igor Ober- 
berg; special effects, Gerhard Ladner, 
Hermann Liebig, Wolfgang Znamenacek 


from | 


'the motley crew of adventurers 


‘lured to those wastes in the search 
for gold. Sabina Qlmos is Rosa, a 
honky-tonk girl who loves a husky 
sea captain (Soffici), but ean only 
get him to believe in her love 
when she bears his child, delivered 
' by his friend the priest. 


Kindrell (supposedly either Eng- 
lish or German), a brutal political 
boss, whose only interest seems to 
be to massacre all the Indians, so 


he can establish ownership of the 


' territory. 

Lopez Lagar wins new laurels 
for himself with his sincere por- 
trayal of the bewildered but 
valiant priest of the Salesian order. 
Orestes Caviglia, as the aged mis- 
sionary, gives a performance that 
is too stagey. Great play is made 
of the background, the rugged 
mountains of Tierra del Fuego, 


|and the lonesome wastes to which 


the fur-trappers are sent to bring 


back pelts of the furtive sea- 
wolves. What the picture lacks is 
a greater shading of half-tones. 


All is sombre tragedy, struggle and 
bitterness. No inkling of humor is 
allowed to creep in for a single 
moment. This is a pattern that is 
all too frequent in Argentine-made 
and doesn’t make for good 
| entertainment. Nid. 


and Guenther Strupp. Reviewed at Thalia | 


Germany. Running 


Bobby Todd 
Bettina Moissi 
Maria Gorvin 
Arno Assman 
Helmut Kaeutner 


theatre, Darmstadt, 
time, 105 MINS, 
Adam Schmidt 
Eva Meier 

Lilli Schmidt 
Dr. Lutz 
Prof. Petri.. 


Hollywood should look over this 
Helmut Kaeutner. He has a 
Lubitsch touch that runs all over 
this picture, the first musical com- 
edy to be produced by Camera 
Film. 

The tale—adventures of a mod- 
ern Adam and Eve in Paradise— 
probably wouldn’t encounter diffi- 
culties such as it did with the 
churchmen in Bavaria before it 
even had been -produced — but 
some of its satire is topical and 





wouldn’t register heavily with 
stateside audiences. 
The Hays office undoubtedly 


would take a dim view of the cello- 
phane “heavenly” costumes of the 
leads, especially the above-the- 
waist transparency worn by Bet- 
tina Moissi—but then, too, Holly- 
wood wouldn’t be impressed by 
the Germanic type of beauty dis- 
played by either Miss Moissi or 
Joana Maria Gorvin. 

“Der Apfel’’—which as result of 
, publicity arising from the pre-pro- 
‘duction controversy with Catholic 


Jeanne Fusier Gir and Protestant churchmen who got , jtajj 


|a glimpse of the script, is doing 
landoffice business in Germany— 
is a pleasant fantasv. 

Bobby Todd, as Adam, is mar- 
‘ried to and in love with his wife. 
But he’s also in love with his sec- 
retary. Unable to decide on a 
solution of his problem he visits 
/a psychiatrist, Kaeutner, who de- 
'cides that Adam must choose one 
/or the other—which is just what 
‘has been worrying Adam. 


| One of the doc’s tricks to 
strengthen the will and energy of 
his patients is to give each an 
‘apple with orders it must not be 
eaten. When Adam eats his, he 


gets the boot from the sanitarium, the familv chattels 


but falls asleep and dreams he is 
strolling with Eve in Paradise— 
in shorts. 


The episodes in Heaven give an 
some excellent 
technical effects—and they're well | 
done from both direction and.) 
camera angles —despite a some-' 


opportunity for 


what obvious paucity in produc- 


tion settings. Considering difficul- | 


ties of procuring supplies in Ger- 
many, however, staging is gener- 


| ally excellent. 


Because of the technical effécts, 
Der Apfel” might make the grade 
with English synchronization—but 
cutting a bit wouldn’t hurt it. 
Sand. 





Tierra Del Fuego 
(ARGENTINE- MADE) 
uenos Aires, ae 
EMPA release of Emelco m, son. 38 Di- 


rected by Mario Soffici, from scre t 
by Ulises Petit de Murat. Stars Pedro Le 


pez Lagar; features Sabina Olmos, Alberto | 


Closas, Orestes Caviglia, 
and Norma Gimenez. 
MINS, 


Ricardo Duggan 
Running time, 120 





Released at the tail-end of the 
1948 season, this picture has been 
voted the best screen story turned 
out by a local studio in the year, 
and one of the three best pix in a 
collection of disappointing flops. | 
U. S. appeal is slight. 

The action is cast towards the | 
end of the past century, in the 
country’s most southerly Wwilder- | 
ness, when the rule of force was 
the only law that prevailed. Pedro | 
Lopez Lagar is cast in the role of | 
Father Paul, a Roman Catholic. 
priest, and story deals with his | 
martyred attempts to bring some 
light into the lives of the Patago- | 
nian Indians, persecuted by the. 
white conquerors, and to redeem 


| Emigrantes 
(Immigrants) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 
(SPANISH) 
Buenos Aires, Jan. 19. 

| Guaranteed Pictures release of James 

Cabouli production. Written and directed 
| by Aldo Fabrizzi. Stars Fabrizzi. Ave Nin- 
| chi; features Nando Bruno, Eduardo Pas- 


sarelli, Loredana, Ivan Grondona, Nicolas 
Olivari, and Julio Traversa. At Liberta- 
dor. Buenos Aires, Nov. 10, 48. Running 
time, 120 MINS, 


—1a—_ 


| In this production, which is en- 


tirely his own brain-child, Aldo 
Fabrizzi, shows up again as the 
great actor of “Open City,” and 
also proves himself as a master of 
direction. But he has fallen down 
as a screen-writer. because he re- 
fused to work with a script and 
used his method of making se- 


\ 


quences dictated by “inspiration,” ! 


so that the plot never integrates in 
losical form. As a director he even 
achieves the seemingly impossible 
feat of making Argentine players 
behave naturally on the screen 
and his discovery of Ivan Gron- 
dona as juve lead has shown local 


directors that local talent is avail- 
able for those who know how to 


find it. 


| Following the trend of other 
an pix. this is more of a docu- 


| mentary than a feature picture. 
‘but it has high entertainment 
jvalues. The acting of Fabrizzi 
peor id and of Ave Ninchi are of 
a realism so moving as not to seem 
acting. but real life story unfold- 
ing itself on the screen. The 
scene where the immirrant wife, 
about to leave her life-long home, 
| hides in a closet, rather than let 
her husband see her cry. while 
he leans against the door and talks 
to her, is a gem in itself. 


The action starts in Rome. in 
| the tenement home of Don Peve 
_(Fabrizzi), his wife (Ave Ninchi) 
and grown dauehter (Loredana). as 
are carted 
| away and they move to a new Jand 
| in search of a higher standard of 
living starts for all three. The 
journey. the birth of the child on 
the high seas, the arrival in the 
strange land, where another lan- 
guage has to be mastered. are all 
presented in documentary form 
(with the cooperation of Argentine 
immieration authorities) on an ac- 
tual immigrant liner and in the 
Hotel de Inmigrantes (Argentina's 
Ellis Island). but with humor. and 
throat - choking human interest. 
|Once on Argentine soil. however, 
Fabrizzi seems to, lose his touch. 
the story flags. and only Ave 
|Ninchi’s astonishing realicm nulls 
|the picture out of a slouch of 
| dragging action and defective 
pe inteerration. 
|. Fabrizzi gets in what amounts 
| to sheer propaganda for the Peron 
gZovernment’s immigration policy, 
including a hint to rich Italo-Ar- 
vertines to provide fimds to help 
it along, but none of this is over- 
stressed. The picture has possi- 
bilities for U. S. audiences. par- 
ticularly among Italian communi- 
ties. Nid. 








The Chips Are Down 


“The Chips are Down,” Jean- 
Paul Sartre’s initial venture 
as a creen writer, shown in 
N. Y. this week, was reviewed 
in VARIETY from Paris, Feb. 4, 
1948, under its original French 
title, “Les Jeux Sont Faits.” 


Because of Sartre’s name 
and that of the star, Micheline 
Presle, pic was labelled by 
VARIETY’s reviewer as “a po- 
tential for U. S. foreign film 
houses,” 


Mario Closas plays the heavy, | 


te 









Chi Tele 


Continued from page 1 





| the daytime audiences, will ema. 
nate from Chi. 

Chi lost out in radio when top. 
name film and legit personalities 
developed into outstanding radio 
|stars. That put Hollywood into 
the top origination point with 
N. Y. a close second, leaving Chi 
| with only a few soap operas. Type 


'of talent that could give Chi its 
|early start in radio is still avail. 
‘able there, as evidenced by the 
fact that the four TV stations now 
on the air were able to supply 
their own programming until the 
cable link went through recently, 

With even minor tele shows re- 
quiring considerably more time in 
preparation and staging than some 
of the biggest radio shows, it’s be- 
lieved the networks and agencies 
will find it physically impossible 
to handle a full programming log 
from only N. Y. and Hollywood. 
As a result, Chi is expected to pro- 
vide some of the daytime shows, 
as well as the less ambitious eve- 
|ning programs which require no 
itop-name film or legit talent. 
Fact that NBC and ABC both have 
owned -and-operated stations in 
the city, with DuMont and CBS 
linked to affiliates, leaves the 
question of the number of shows 
originating from there dependent 
only on availability of networking 
facilities. 

Of the four webs, ABC is now 
relying most heavily on Chi, draw- 
ing 12 shows weekly to feed its 
eastern and midwest webs. NBC 
has the only other program with 
its “Kukla, Fran and Ollie,” now 
aired across-the-board over its full 
network. 


Schenck Chain 


Continued from page 3 


























plex holdings in well over 100 
houses. Whether Schenck, along 
with his proposed UC partner, 
Michael Naify, will seek combina- 
tion of the two chains is problem- 
atical. 

The studio exec’s plans to take 
over a 50% interest in UC had 
been stymied for many months 
under a commitment by him to the 
D. of J. to do nothing to consum- 
mate the deal pending study by 
the Government. Meanwhile, 
| Schenck has been active in clear- 
ing up United Artists’ partnership 
ties with major companies includ- 
ing Paramount and 20th. 

Once 20th liquidates its 25% 
interest in Golden State—and that 
is almost certain under the anti- 
trust rulings—Schenck will be free 
to act without any inference of 
intra-company dealings. Price re- 
portedly to be paid by him for 
the half slice of UC is $6,750,000. 


| Arnall 


| 
| 
} 

















Continued from page 3 


space in the Radio City area, where 
Arnall prefers to be. 


| Also in New York are Robert J. 

Rubin, SIMPP counsel, and Mar- 
vin Faris, exec secretary, in prep- 
aration for depositions to be taken 
next week in SIMPP’s suit against 
| Detroit buying-booking combines. 
Walt Disney, one of the leading 
SIMPP members, is also in New 
York and will likewise go to De- 
troit next week for a deposition. 


Former Georgia governor was in 
Washington last week for the Pres- 
idential Inaugural ceremonies. He 
‘took up no SIMPP business there 
so far as is known, preferring to 
wait a few weeks until Dean 
Acheson, new Secretary of State, 
has his setup in order. 


| 


— 


: 


not 





| 


| 





Benny's TV 


te Continued from page ! 


vaudeo and _ concert talent 
necessarily aligned with CBS. 


| Web’s board chairman William 
| S. Paley had wanted the show to 
'preem about Feb. 1, but Benny 
, balked at the suggestion, feeling 
he needed more time to develop 
|his video routine. Program 1S to 
originate in the studios of KTTV; 
‘the CBS-TV Hollywood outlet, and 
will be kinescope recorded for 
‘subsequent transmission over the 
-web’s eastern and midwest stations. 
Whether the projected one-shot 
will be built into a weekly series 
hasn’t been determined. 
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starring 


DOROTHY BRIAN CLAIRE 


LAMOUR~ DONLEY - TREVO 


with IRENE HERVEY = BILLY VINE. MARJORIE RAMBEAU - ROBERT ARMSTRONG 
DIRECTED BY LEWIS R. F OSTER ScreenPLay by_Lews R Foster, 





A natural for the big dough hrVOLY 

















GAINES al tiiaeln nbs ill Dr all npalaes ide ids 
ge cman: «ae . 3 2 


J tere ste 


a sii SAG SLL eth on Stee ee 


{31s ee. poo 
FS 


1 
ne 


































Wednesday, January 26, 1949 ° 








24 PICTURES VARIETY : as Teen 
7 | heated it oi lb nds to play for shows. B&K will! give either matinee or nigh 
+ frmr ye circuit, have hit oil on a — ve Putas when they are not | ceeds or one full day to campean 


Clips from 


Film Row 


BEEF FO FF SEF FEEEFEFEEFEEESEEESESEFEESEEEFE OF 


NEW YORK | 


George J. Fisher upped _ by 
Metro to salesman working out of 
Dallas. Fisher stepped up from) 
booker. Jack J. Jorgens joined 
company as student salesman in 
Minneapolis. 

BOSTON 


Ernest Zuretti, manager of Lex- 


} 
} 


substantial scale boost in new con- 
tract now being drawn up. ; 

Bennie Berger, independent cir- 
cuit owner and North Central Al- 
lied president, and wife sail on 
Queen Mary for Europe, including 
visit to Palestine. 


Bill Wood, Columbia office man- | 
ager, in hospital for major opera- | 


tion. 
Glenn Straley, 
new United Artists’ salesman, re- 


once with RKO, 


well on lease near here. 


Lindsey Theatres spent 


P.. $50,000 to modernize the old- | 
Lubbock, Tex. | 


m i lace since 1924,| ther 
a it 4 ie will have new along State street. New ordinance 


in memory of does not prohibit use of signs if 


est theatre at 
when opened, 


name, the Cliftor., 


more! part of the stageshow. First in is 


' Lionel Hampton band. 


City council here nixed any fur-, 


theatre marquee erection 


the late Clifton Lindsey, first man-| placed against the building, but 


ager of circuit. 


| H&H Theatres purchased 


Texas and Leon at De Leon from) 


| A. R. Parsons. 


| Paul J. Poag, owner and man-| 
‘ager of Val Verde Theatres, Inc.,| gos, Alliance theatre circuit top- 
Rio, | pers, back from Washingten state 


‘operators of houses in Del 
‘named governor of District 129 of 
‘Rotary International for coming 
year. 


of Texas and 


‘they can’t be flashing or variable 


the type. 


Rialto will try a new policy with 
‘all pics in for a single week. 
James Gregory and Pete Pano- 


‘after huddles on remodeling of 
‘their 21 houses there. 
Harold Stevens, Paramount 





With transportation § ¢;y;j 
during recent blizzard some’ the 
atres ran the same film all week 
with some picking up film from 
nearby towns and getting okay by 
phone. 

Gordon, Neb., snowbound 
days, but at film by 
by Black Hills Amus. 
theatre. 


nine 
planes hired 
Co., owner of 


ALBANY 


Sid Sommers, manager of the 
Troy, at Troy, promoted to Warner 
city manager. He will supervise 
the Lincoln, American and Gris. 
wold, and manage the Troy. 


, ranc F dded with flu. “ee ‘# 
ington, Lexington, reentered the placing Jim Flaherty, who re- Fy ge pro ois daa aan branch manager, bedded ; Teievision-set advertising, show. 
cans. a a Lieutenant and goes to signed. = 2 ee : ' in scen ro eature pictures 
pan ey pow me active duty. tense Nelson new owner of samen’ H. Seales, une Dene me LOS ANGELES soon to be released and listing the 
His uncle, Bill Viano, owner of Menahga theatre, Menagha, Minn. ““ 4 Fg 7 d buyers for! E. P. Cooper bought Ritz, 520-| Producing company and local the. 
‘ : roup of bookers and buyer: iE PF. € Z, atre where the films will be shows 


Lexington, picked his brother, 


W. R. Frank to N. Y. to arrange 


various circuits with headquarters 


Lion film. 


seater, Long Beach. New owner is 


Sherrill 


| 
| 
} 


Fred Viano, for > spot. a on his “Great Dan here flown to Hollywood for|son of late A. G. Cooper, eastern | say het Tiina ee by 
PB gone he pA Geach Semies, Bill Elson, independent circuit | special screening of Tulsa,” Eagle exhibitor. Ceewin teak | Syracuse, in tieup with Schine’s 


owner, and the wife on a South 


10-year | paramount, that the same plan wil] 


Providence exhibitor, who will Premiere showing of “El Paso” lease on Forum theatre, recently | i 

Racal tee: tae. =) NaS ry | American jaunt. : a , s on Pb | be employed as a pattern of ¢o. 
erect an Ry tiny — Hy Chapman back at his Co- is scheduled for El Paso March 28} sold by Warners. to syndicate of | operative advertising throughout 
in Horta erent — Cumber- lumbia branch manager post after,in arrangements completed by| Los Angeles real estate operators. the whole Schine circuit. 
Washington stre ie iready | long leave, fully recovered from | Paramount and R. J. O'Donnell, of | Idea is to establish Forum as a) 
land avenue. Wot ~~ ; Interstate Theatres. firstrun if suitable pix are availa- WASHINGTON 


started for an early spring opening. 
E. Harold Stoneman, head 
Interstate Theatres, and wife, are 


illness. 

Eddie Burke back on 20th-Fox 
sales staff. 

Minnesota Amus. Co. obtained 


The Midway, operated here by 
|!Robb & Rowley has been reopened 
after being closed for three 


| ble. 
Regina 
boulevard, will 


theatre, on Wilshire 


The Sidney Lust chain of neigh. 


be renamed the| borhood houses is reported nego. 





spending ten days on West Indies| al of its Watertown, S. D.,|months; house was given a face-|Fine Arts and operated by Fox | tiating to lease its old Arcade thea- 
cruise. re t | theatre licerses, held up by city) lift. West Coast as a small class house | tre in Hyattsville, in nearby Mary- 

a ee Se ok Pesce council because circuit refused to| Karl Hoblitzell, head of Inter-| with $2.40 top. First film is “Red /land, for use as a dramatic school, 
over the Lyric, - 


reopen one house, the Metropoli-| state Theatres, will serve as 1949! Shoes.” |'House has been closed the past 





























































term lease and will operate as/|/' en : ta | hai - Texas di- Seovlimeie. | 
sine th sted |tan. It is a victory for Minnesota | campaign chairman 0 exas dl Bay theatre, new 1,100-seater, two years. Previously it was op- 

ow = oe res Amus. because it still will not} vision, American Cancer Society. opens in the Pacific Palisades Feb. | erated as a film theatre. 

ae as “manager of Boston | reopen this house. € Rich a 1, with J. D. Chaffin managing for | —_— 

office, effective Jan. 17, replacing | ,. — ae tg = sete | at ST LOUIS a ! GREENSBORO 

Nat Beier who has been given field Theatres, vacationing Bob Wei ‘ Pathan A S Al Marten shifted from Fox | Leonard Frick of Columbia, S. C.,, 

another territory. — Gruenbere. Eagle Lion| Fr: a a , taff for RKO »an West Coast to take over the Woods jis new manager of remodeled Elm 
Jack Martin, Republic salesman, erry Gruenberg, hag ’ rancisco sales stall for », NOW theatre, Chino, Cal. House is the| theatre, here: succeeds Chester R. 


celebrating his 30th consecutive 
year in Boston film district. — 

At annual election of Cinema 
Club Charles Wilson, 
was elected prexy. 


MINNEAPOLIS 

Jerry Gruenberg, 
here on NBC national network 
radio program, “Where There’s 
Life,” featuring his brother, Har- 
old, who made remarkable recov- 
ery from infantile paralysis. 


“Birth of a Nation” i 
Hamline university campus the- 
atre. 


“Hy” Chapman, Columbia branch | 


manager, back at his desk after 
long sick leave of absence. | 
Fred Bunkelman, Universal 


South Dakota salesman, out of hos- | 
oy following recovery from ma-| 


or operation. 
“So Dear to My 
sneak preview at RKO-Pan. 
Booth operators in independent 
neighborhood houses will receive 


Always -- 
THE SHOWMAN’S FRIEND 
in L04 Angeles 


500 Modern Rooms 


with bath and radio 
“Foremost on the Coast” 


ALEXANDRIA HOTEL 


Fifth at Spring @ Los Angeles 
FRANK WALKER, General Manager 
Formerly at Olmsted, Cleveland, O. 
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Monogram 


Heart” given | 





salesman, back from trip to Holly- 
wood to appear on Ralph Edwards 
broadcast about the life of his 
brother, a polio victim. Grounded 
by storms, Gruenberg arrived 
there an hour after the broadcast. 

Northwest Variety club to spon- 
sor Minneapolis Lakers - Boston 


of Eagle Lion, basketball game in March as club) ager 


benefit. 
E. R. Ruben, head of Welworth 
circuit, and Mrs. Ruben bound for 


vacation in Switzerland. 


revived at | 


| INDIANAPOLIS 


Since no Ft. Wayne film house 


Society of Fort Wayne is sponsoring 
three outstanding foreign-made pix 
in the Indiana U. Extension build- 
ing starting yesterday (Tuesday). 

| Associated Theatre Owners of 
Indiana board set June 21-23 as 


at French Lick. 

|; §S. T. Goodman resigned as Para- 
;}mount salesman to operate the 
Dream, Corydon, recently acquired 


| by his father, S. W. Goodman, of 


Poseyville, from Gilbert May. 

Stuart Parsons, for years box- 
office man at English, former legit 
house here, now working as relief 
manager for Greater Indianapolis 
Amus. theatres. 

Monte Blue stayed over several 
days after brother’s funeral here 
visiting friends. 


CINCINNATI 


Bill Onie, who recently sold his 
share of the Monogram franchise 
here to stay on in Cincy as an 
indie distributor, was honored by 
Variety Club Tent 3 at a dinner 
Monday (24) in clubrooms at Neth- 
erland Plaza. Testimonial is in rec- 
ognition of his lengthy service as 
an officer and for his activity in 
the tent’s social welfare work. 


DALLAS 


L. L. Barrow reopened the Eutex 
at Eustace; he’s a former projec- 
tionist at a Dallas nabe. 

Griffith Consolidated Theatres 

moved Bill Hurd, now at Cleburne, 
to Seminole, Okla. as manager. 
Clyde ,Young goes te Cleburne. 
Finis Stilwell, now at Lubbock for 
Griffith,’ will go to Ada, Okla., as 
manager. J. B. Ahea, of Norman, 
Okla., succeeds Clark Abbott at 
Lubbock, latter going on leave of 
absence because ill. 
Karl Hoblitzelle, prez of Inter- 
state theatres, has given $50,000 
additional donation to the Texas 
Research Foundation, which he 
was chiefly instrumental in estab- | 
lishing. Foundation was established 
for agricultural and soil experi- 
mentation. 








LHURST BLDG. BUFFALO, N, Y. | 





the sales rep of Lippert Pictures 
in St. Louis, Kansas City territory. 

Pirtle Amus. Co., Jerseyville, I1., 
has lighted its new Abbey, Abing- 
don, Ill. 


Owners of 10 drive-ins in St. | 


Louis trade area are skedded for | 


|a powwow with Andy Diez, 
of Co-operative Theatres, 
Inc., on booking films jointly. 
Syndicate headed by Maurice J. 
Schweitzer, former St. Louis 
| branch 


first of four to be built in that’ Glenn, who moved to Wadesboro 
territory under the same manage- recently. 


ment. 


PITTSBURGH 


Ruth Aaronson, formerly with manager 
man-| Metro,joined EL office staff: 


re- 
places Alice Murawski, who quit 
to get married. 

Laskey Bros., 


Inc., owner of 


| Strand, Brownsville, closed it for 


manager for Paramount, | 


| took over Orpheum, 700-seater in| 


| Ft. Madison, Ia. 
was Fox Midwest Amus. Co. unit. 


House formerly | 


Shubert, midtown indie theatre, | 
plays foreign films, the Unitarian | discontinued weekday matinees. St. 


six months for remodeling. 
Marty Shearn, who started with 
WB several years ago as publicity 
department office boy, named 
manager of circuit’s Fairmont, W. 
Va., theatre. Replaces Arthur 


|Louis and Missouri, operated by | Pearce, on a leave of absence be- 


'Fanchon & 
earlybird shows 
ago. 


several 


; . Better Films Council of Greater 


| St. Louis in co-op with Fanchon & 


date of annual summer convention | Marco Service Corp., and St. Louis 


| Amus. Co., staged Xmas party for 


inmates of city institutions 
| F&M’s Missouri lAst week. 

| Sheldon’ Lending, Kirkwood, 
| Mo., signed a 15-year lease with 
| Troy, Ill., Civic Improvement Assn., 
to operate a new house there about 
| $100,000 having been earmarked 
for project. 

Frank Glenn, Tamaroa,  IIl., 
operator of several Southern [Illi- 
nois houses shuttered his Melody 
drive-in near Duquoin, IIl., for sea- 
son. 

Admish scale at St. Louis film 
houses will be reduced from 2c to 
3c by virtue of 5% amusement tax 
repeal that has been in effect since 
last January. 

More than 500 aged people from 
St. Louis eleemosynary ‘institutions 
were guests at Xmas party staged 
by Better Films Council of Greater 
St. Louis in co-op with Fanchon & 
Marco and St. Louis Amus. Co. 

George B. Corbett will shutter 
his Bond, 450-seater, Decatur, IIl., 
until house is remodeled. 

Although biz at Fred Wehren- 
berg’s indie nabes in St. Louis 
county has skidded 20%-25% in 
the past year, 150 employees in its 
10 houses were given Xmas bonuses 
ranging from $5 to $2,000, a total 
of $13,230. 

John Reyner, of St. Louis Metro 
exchange, elected head of Local 
BI, representing employees in lo- 
cal picture exchanges. 

James Bradford, salesman for 
Columbia here, released from a 





CHARLOTTE 


Annual convention of Theatre 
Owners Assn. of North Carolina 
and South Carolina will be held 


|here Jan. 30-31, Feb. 1. 


CHICAGO 








E. H. Rowley, C. V. Jones and 
L. M. Rice, all of the Robb & | 














HELLO JOE: 


tion of his piano magic 


| see where Jan August laughs off the concep- 


‘Variety.’ | still insist the guy's phenomenal. 


as shown in last week's 


AL 











Fight to prevent Chicago resi- 
dential district drive-in reached 
Mayor Kennelly’s office. Over 600 
residents protested the granting of 
a building permit to Fink and 
Gandel, outdoor theatre operators, 
on grounds that land was needed 
for additional housing. 

Ansel Winston replaces Lou 
Mayer as Chicago RKO theatre 


district manager, movin here 
from N. Y. ‘ 
Regal theatre, 


ored B&K lead house, returns to 


| vaude show policy Feb. 11, after 
nixing AFM 


request for local 


at 


hospital after a major operation. |ant to North Coast Orpheum Thea- 


Marco discontinued | cause of poor health. 
months | 


Mark Goldman, former Gau- 
| mont-British and Monogram man- 


in latter company’s Cleveland ex- 
change. 

Don Trepicone has acquired the 
Heights, operated until recently by 
|Bert Stearn, head of Co-Op book- 
ing combine here. 

Mike Manos, head of theatre 
circuit which bears his name, ap- 
pointed a director of AMPTO of 
Western Pennsylvania in advance 
of organization’s 28th annual con- 
vention at William Penn hotel, 
Feb. 21-22. 


DETROIT 


Harry Hayes named co-manager 
of Roxy. 

Gil Richards named manager of 
the Capitol. 

Alfred Hamlin and Thomas Ar- 
nold of the Colonial in Essexville 
are now independent bookers. 

Sam Brown announced sale of 
Belmont to Krim Bros., who al- 
ready operate in Highland Park, 
where the Belmont is located. 

Senate resumes amateur stage- 
shows Feb. 4 after an absence of 
two months. 

Charles Shafer, manager of Sha- 
fer Theatre Co., elected Wayne 
County Board of Commerce prexy. 

Detroit Consolidated Theatres 
launched cash giveaway program 
in tiein with radio station WJLB. 

George Rossman, formerly with 
Warners and Columbia, joined 
Screen Guild here as booker and 
in charge of city sales. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Robert Broadcast is new assist- 











} tre manager, Al Dunn. 


{ 


Eddie Deal made relief manager 


for all North Coast Market Street 





' houses. 


MILWAUKEE 


In a cash purchase, Orto Thea- 
tres Corp. acquired the 2,260-seat 
Oriental and 1,560-seat. Tower here. 
Both are deluxe first-run nabe 
houses. Theatres will be managed 
by the St. Cloud Amus. Corp. 


DENVER 


Ross Bluck made head booker at 
Universal, succeeding Dick Staf- 
ford, moved to Kansas City. 

Quarterly board meeting Allied 
Rocky Mountain Independent The- 
atres ratified Allied convention’s 
action condemning forced percent- 


south side col- age films and asking for disciplin- 


ing of stars that overstep propriety. 








Asked theatres to dispense with 
March of Dimes collections, but to 







Blue Ridge Theatres, Inc., owned 
by A. Fuller Sams, leased the 
Reeves and State at Elkin. 

Carl Jordan resigned as house 
at Paramount theatre, 
Burlington, to return to Graham 
theatre as Manager. 


Leonard Frick, of Columbia, 
S. C., resigned as manager of Elm 
here; Fogleman, State manager, 


will manage both houses. 


MONTREAL 
Odeon Theatres (Canada) Ltd, 
opened its newest theatre in the 
Dominion in London, Ont., with 
ceremony that brought theatrical 
officials from all parts of eastern 
Canada. This 1,496-seater cost 


ager here, appointed to sales post | $500,000. 








| New York Theatres 
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12th WEEK ! Minder 


DAN DAILEY © CELESTE HOLM 
‘CHICKEN EVERY SUNDAY’ 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture 
On Variety Stage—TONY MARTIN 
BEATRICE KRAFT DEAN MUL KPHY 
On Ice Stage—“MASQU ERADE 
Starring 
ARNOLD SHODA JOAN HYLDOFT 
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Jeanne CRAIN - Linda DARNELL 
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“A LETTER 10 THREE HIVES” 


Kirk Douglas - Paul Douglas - Jeffrey Lyne 
A 20th Century-Fox Picture 
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barker and other officers. It is like- | the 43 he is making on a CPOss-| 
ly that Cohen, who also plunked country tour in connection with 


for the change, will be tagged as 
the first barker. 


Over 400 attended the Astor 
meeting and luncheon that fol- 
lowed. Fred Schwartz, retiring 
prez, introduced Cohen. 


New Variety Club will be opened 
immediately to all branches of the 
amusement industry including 
stage, screen, music, radio and 
television. MPA officials believe an 
ultimate membership of 2,500 will 


be reached, making it the largest | as a branch of Variety Club of 


Variety club in the world. 





Variety Club 


Continued from page 7 s——encueen 





| 


200 building pledge; $2,500 to | 
Metropolitan Police Boys Club; 
$1,000 to Home for Incurables; 
$1,000 to Merrick Boys Camp to 
complete payment on a Variety 
Cabin; and $1,000 to Boys Club of 
| Washington. ’ 














Conn. Tent Installs 
New Haven. 

New slate of ype for Tent 31, 
Variety Club of Connecticut, com- 

Fred Nahas eee prises Lou _ Brown, chief barker; 

Fred Nahas elected chief barker | a _ Raith gg cag te gets 
ofeHouston Tent 34, newest unit of | aan * at ro h itamhive 
Variety International. Other offt- @SSistant Dar voy & Rosenblatt’ | 
cers named include Al Lever, first anes master; Harry Rosenbiatt, | 
assistant; William E. Bremer, sec-| enguy. 
ond assistant, Ray M. Hay, dough- | 
guy, and Fred Cannata, property | Barcroft 
master. The local tent operated 


“Bad Boy,” Paul Short picture 
Monogram is releasing. 

















Heads Columbus Tent) 
Columbus, O. 
John L. Barcroft named new 
Texas until it was issued a separate | chief barker for Tent No. 2, Colum- 


charter this fall. bus Variety Club. He’s publicity 









| $86,000. 


Pine-Thomas 


Continued from page 7 


“looks to gross $2,000,000 domes- 
tically,” P&T said. Team, there- 
fore, plunked for the three-quar- 








PINKY’ MESSAGE PIC, 
ZANUCK’S °49 FILM 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 


Darryl Zanuck’s personal pro- 
duction for 1949 will be “Pinky,” 





ters of a million bracket on a per-| 
manent basis. Both “E] Paso” and | 
“Manhandled,” first two films un- | 
der their new deal with Par, fit | 
into that negative-cost groove. 
“Power Dive” Cost $86,000 


Explaining further their exit | 
from the B field, both Pine and 


| Thomas cited book and chapter. | 


Their first film, made eight years | 
ago, was “Power Dive,” which cost | 
Their last, “Dynamite,” 
hit $200,000 because of the rising 


'cost of production. Meanwhile, the | 


margin of profit was being} 


a film with a message, depicting 
social conditions in the south. Pic. 
ture is slated for a spring start, 
with John Ford as director. Ford’s 
deal calls for one picture and wil] 
not conflict with his activities as 
Merian C. Cooper’s partner in Ar- 
gosy Productions. 


“Pinky” is based on a story by 
Dudley Nichols. Valentine Davies 
is doing the screenplay. 


No Aussie Rita Pix Nix, 
Tho Resentment Strong 





Scott Lett Charlotte Chief manager for RKO Palace and | squeezed closer because “there is a 
Greensboro, N. C. Memphis Re-elects Williamson Grand. Others named include | ceiling on what distribution can Sydney, Jan. 18. 
Scott Lett elected chief barker | Memphis. Ralph I. Shiflet, first assistant| give you on the average B film.” Few if any Aussie exhibs will 
of Charlotte Variety Club. Gene Ed Williamson reelected chief | barker; Ben oe — as- In this respect, P&T note that| nix playing of Rita Hayworth pix, 
Dyer was named first asistant bark- | barker of Memphis Tent No. 20 of sistant barker; Arthur obINnsoN, | their average film leveled off at| following star’s gadabout with Ali 


er; J. E. Holston, second assistant 


Variety Clubs. Remaining slate | Property master, and Milton Staub, 





| $450,000 worldwide take and $350,- 


Khan, though resentment is pow- 


barker; Ralph Iannuzzi, property/|includes Buster Hammond, first doughguy. |000 domestically. Rentals, they erful against star within industry 
master; and Earl Mulwee, dough-| assistant chief barker; Bailey), | said, are up a bit, but not in propor-|ranks. Next Hayworth pic set for 
guy. |Prichard, property master, and|Toem Canavan Heads St. Loo Tent) tion to the production-nut boost, |Telease is “Loves of Carmen.” It 





Variety Clubs to Spend $3,000,000 | 


Detroit. 


Variety Clubs International will 
will spend more than $3,000,000 in 
charitable work this year, Col. Wil- 
liam McCraw of Dallas, executive 
director of the clubs, announced 
here. He was the chief speaker at 
a Variety Club of Detroit meeting. 

His appearance here was one of 


| 


St. Louis. 
Tom Canavan, midwest represen- 
tative for Altec, elected chief 
Washington. | barker of Tent No. 4 of Variety 
Local Variety Tent presented |Clubs here. He succeeds Tom 
five checks totaling $15,900 to lo- | James, owner of three indie houses. 
cal charities recently, making a Other officers elected are Lester 
total of more than $55,000 given | Grand, first assistant barker; Sam | 
by showmen’s organization here|Levin, second assistant barker; | 
to charitable work in 1948. Latest | James Tapella, Dough Guy; and 
beneficiaries: $10,400 to Children’s | Richard Fitzmaurice Property 
hospital as last payment on a $31,- ' Master. 


Herman Chrissman, doughguy. 





D. C. Tent’s $15,900 to Charity 
















{ Laurence Olivier’s presentation of 
j 





comes to life on 


a WESTERN ELECTRIC Sound Track 





Laurence Olivier’s magnificent version of 
Shakespeare’s tragedy was recorded on 
Western Electric sound equipment. The 


One saving feature, they noted, 
was that at least one film yearly 
hit the jackpot because of its “hot | 
exploitability” and went consider- 


|ably over the normal ceiling in, 


revenues. 

An added reason for their switch 
was the personal factor. “How 
long could we have kept it up, 
making six to eight films yearly, 
and knocking our brains out,” 
Thomas said. “These B’s are just 
as hard to make as A’s, particular- 
ly since you can’t afford to buy 
books or plays for them.” Pine 
added that “pride of accomplish- 
ment” also needled the shift as 
well as the need “to maintain en- | 
thusiasm.” 


Uniform Rules “Unfair” | 


Pine termed the laying down. of 
uniform rules by banks on financ- | 
ing indie production as both “very | 
unfair and_ ridiculous.” “Why 
should a seasoned producer such 
as Eddie Small pay the same bank 
terms as some guy who always 
loses?” Pine declared. Both P&T 
blasted novices from the “soap or 
shoe business” who come to Holly- 
wood and expect to produce suc- 
cessful pix. These tyros, they said, 
had invaded Hollywood during the 
war, “when money was cheap,” and 
drove up the cost of making films, 
including salaries of stars. 


“We’re going back to normal 
and, one by one, these producers 
are dropping out,’ Pine said. ‘The 


and, generally, things are coming | 
down to earth. Actually, these | 


they’re getting hard cash now in- 





which never made out.” 


“Things are returning to normal, | 
and this business is still very solid | 
and safe,” they said. “A decent | 
film in the right bracket ($750,000- | 
$1,000,000) can do $2,000,000 and) 


make money.” | 
The two Paramounters stay in| 





new De Luxe “400” Recording System 
and the new RA-1251 Sanne: have | 
demonstrated once more their reliability — 
and outstanding performance. 


Suchiadvantages as automatic operation, | 
highest sound quality and versatility make 
the “400” the outstanding recording sys- 
tem available to the industry. 


New York for the balance of the | 
pr week before heading Coast- 
ward. 











Majors Deny Plot 


Continued from page 4 








“proven Communists,” answer de- | 
clares, but did not take action on 
the point, which was second in a 
proposed three-point program. 
Meeting concededly discussed all 
angles on possible injury to the 
film industry by reason of the 
hubbub then caused by the House 
investigation, 


Otherwise, answer interposes al 
general denial to the pending ac- | 
tion, which demands an injunction | 
to restrain the defendants from an | 
alleged combination aimed at | 
blacklisting screen scripters. SWG | 





stars are going back to the studios | 


stars are doing just as well—| 


stead of promises of profits in films i 


will play the Greater Union loop 
on contract with Columbia. 


Key church authorities have de- 
cided not to ask for any boycott of 
Hayworth pix. Catholic spokesmen 
said that the church film censor- 
ship was only concerned in actual 
films, adding that Miss Hayworth 
could not be condemned unless 


‘half of Hollywood was condemned 


with her. Protestant ministers like- 
wise do not favor banning Hay- 
worth pix. 


Banks Laud 


Continued from page 3 














| ARC ECE 
like mad and causing serious chaos 


that would be bound to still further 
weaken their financial position. 


“As it is, we feel that the cutting 
that has taken place and the re- 
sultant injury to morale is being 
felt in the reduced quality of prod- 
uct recently released. The industry 
is like any patient after an opera- 
\tion. It will take time to recuperate. 
| However, it is a healthy thing in 
| the long run to have the swollen 


| parts reduced and we feel that it 
| will make for a strong future.” 


| Banks haven’t the _ slightest 
'qualms concerning the status of 
jany of their loans to the major 
‘companies. Virtually all the firms 
{have far more cash on hand, gov- 
peter ag bonds and other liquid 
assets than the amount of their 
borrowing. Even Universal, which 
is probably ir the weakest financial 
position of any of the majors, could 
go on for three *yvears with losses 
as heavy as those of 1948 before 
was in real trouble, one of the 
bankers pointed out. He added that 
it would probably be impossible, 
however, for U, “even if it wanted 
to,” to lose as much again during 
the next three years as it did last 
year (a reported $4,000,000) be- 
cause it had written off so much 
of its worthless assets. 


Banks have not been faced with 
drawing up terms for new loans, 
since none of the companies is in 
the market for more capital. They 
all arranged financing two or three 
years ago, when money was at its 
cheapest, and have plenty of bank 
funds available if they want to call 
on them. Usual procedure is for 
the Companies to pay a fractional 
percentage in interest to keep this 
money open to them, but to draw 
upon it only if they need it. Most 
have drawn only a relatively small 
part of what is available. 


Pathe 


Continued from page 7 


absorbed in the form of a loss dur- 
ing 1948 is still a moot question. 
Margin for discretion on the point 















} 
| 


suit, brought last year, does not| is available because EL is a com- 
seek money damages. | paratively new outfit without a 


ie amortization sate as yet. 
. 9 «¢ ’ While plans are being formu- 
Disney s ‘Heart’ Ballyhoo lated for issuance of a new block 
Walt Disney arrived in New York |of stock, company has bankrolled 
yesterday (Tuesday) for press and|its next three pix, slated to start 
radio interviews in connection with | in February, by an advance of 
opening of his “So Dear to My} monies out of credits available 
Heart” at the Palace. He expects to| from the First National Bank of 
be in Manhattan the rest of the| Boston and other banks. Mean- 
week. while, EL has been reducing an 
_Cartoon exec came in from Cin-| initial loan of $11,000,000 out of 
cinnati and Indianapolis, where he | weekly revenues. That sum has 
had attended preems of the pic with | been brought down to approxi- 
a quartet of his players. They are | mately $6,000,000. 
Beulah Bondi, Bobby Driscoll, Reportedly, EL obtained 4 
Luana Patten and Clarence Nash. | credit of $750,000 for the trio of 
|They returned to the Coast from | films, with which it will reopen its 


Cincy. . Hollywood studios. 








The 400” System Recorder and Automatic Recorder 
Control, used in recerding “Hamlet” et Denham 
Studios, London. 








: Flectrical Research Products Division fi 
' AMLET 


Western Electric Company ee oy Directed by qengenee bt 
a ce ee he enham Studios 


BROADWAY: NEW VOR Fee 3 Sound Supervisor , Cyril Crowhurst 
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Bing Bags Another Million 


That $13,000,000 said to be | 
spoiling to be spent is now only 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
ying around in the CBS coffers 
$12,000,000. Bill Paley last week 


made a million-dollar notation on his checkbook stub after talking 
long distance to Bing Crosby up on the Monterey peninsula follow- 
ing a few days of conference with John O'Melveny, Bing’s attorney 


and business intimate. 
The cool million went for 25% 
corporations, which controls his 


proved the “sweetener” that stirred the deal to a full boil. 


though everyone concerned with 


interest in one of the two Crosby 
radio and picture activities. It 
Al- 
the third big push by the Paley 


“raiders” have had their lips buttoned, it is fairly well established 


that Bing’s guarantee by CBS f 
mately $1,500,000. This figure is 
than his current Philco-ABC sea 


or a 39-week season is approxi- 
said to be around $290,000 more 
sonal take, the differential being 


in the nature of a bonus arrangement because of Columbia’s greater 
collection of high powered stations which would negessitate fewer 
of the whistle stops now supplementing the ABC lineup. 

It is also fairly certain that Crosby will hold to the same 9 p.m. 
time on Wednesday, which both Philco and Crosby are said to 
have demanded, and which is okey-dokey with Paley because it 


fits so snugly into his plan to b 
well satisfied with Sunday, Mond 


uild up another big night. He’s 
ay and Thursday. The big argu- 


ment of Crosby’s that had to be batted down by Paley before The 
Groaner would say “I do,” was the type and potency of programs 


to precede and follow him. Now 
promise, so the pressure is on agai 
and doing the missionary work. 


it’s up to Paley to make good his 
n, with MCA running interference 


After being the toast of the town and regaled with red-letter 
social soirees, Paley and his missus blew the Coast for his Manhat- 
tan citadel where more spectacular deals are being brewed. While 


in Hollywood he talked to most 
about knows whose ear he can ge 


of the toppers on NBC and just 
t the fastest. 
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Skelton Newest Star to Hitch On 


To Paley's Comet’ as Web Rides High 





CBS has bagged another NBC + 


comic—Red Skelton—for next fall, | 
and he’s been pencilled in for the | 
Sunday night 8:30 period. Procter | 
& Gamble, which sponsors Skelton 
Friday nights at 9:30 on NBC, will | 
continue to bankroll the show un- | 
der the Columbia banner. Mean- 
while it’s reported International 
Silver is all set to move “Ozzie and 
Harriet” back to CBS from NBC, 


recapturing fhe Sunday 6:30 seg- | 
ment it occupied a couple seasons | 


back. 
CBS announcement Monday | 
(24) came on the heels of the} 


web’s acquisition of Bing Crosby, | 


although in the case of Skelton it’s 
strictly a moving of program to 


or other intricate financial deals. 
Same for Ozzie and Harriet. 

Thus the Paley concept that 
one or two pivotal shows will in- 
vite a wholesale switchover in tal- 
ent is seen beginning to pay off 
for CBS. A couple of years back 


another network sans capital gains | 


with Columbia losing a succession 


September Song 
Here’s how the CBS Sunday 
night lineup shapes up for 
next fall in the wake of new- 
est maneuvers engineered by 
| board chairman William S. 
Paley: 
6:30, Ozzie & Harriet. 

| 7:00, Jack Benny. 
7:30, Amos ’n’ Andy. 
8:00, Edgar Bergen. 
8:30, Red Skelton. 
Status of Coca-Cola’s Spike 
in the 6:30 seg- 
in doubt come 
next September, in view of 
| the coke company acquiring 
| Bergen for 8 o'clock; but it 
may be shifted to another 
night. 


Jones show 
ment is still 
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Paley Plugging 


the situation was just the —- Wednes day Nite 


of comedy shows to NBC, leaving 
it practically stranded with Arthur 
Godfrey as No. 1 personality. 
With Jack Benny, Amos ’n 
Andy, Crosby and Skelton in the 


bag, CBS now has time periods re- | 


served for Fibber McGee & Molly 
and Edgar Bergen. 


Pitcher Goes to the Well 

Shortly after bagging Bing 
Crosby as the third bigtime per- 
sonality to fatten the web’s Hooper 
batting average. Paley called for 
time-out last week. From Pruden- 
tial Insurance Co. he borrowed 
$5,000,000 at 314% annual inter- 
est for 15 years. 

CBS said the purpose was to in- 
Sure continuation of strong cash 
reserves in view of expenditures 
for development of TV operations. 


CBS Seeks Rayve Acct. 
With 15-Minute ‘Winner’ 


CBS last week whipped up a 
presentation of “Winner Take All” 
as a 15-minute, 





son's Chi office indicated that its 
client, Rayve (Pepsodent - Lever 


Bros.) was seriously eyeing day-. 


time radio. 


ABC, too, has been bidding for | 


the Rayve account with its Eleanor 
and Anna Roosevelt commentary 
Program. Contemplated commer- 
cial 1S In connection with the com- 
Pany’s newly-launched Home Per- 
manent. 

" _ in the case of its present 
alf-hour Sustainer, Bud Collyer 
would emcee “Winner” in its re- 


Oren. t. Rayve is mulling it 


cross-the-board | 
program when J. Walter Thomp- | 


| 





All-Star Parlay 


Now that Bing Crosby is flying 
the Columbia colors, the Bill Paley 
| strategy encompasses a Wednesday 


night lineup for his CBS network 
matched only by the Sunday Jack 
Benny-Amos ’n’ Andy (plus Edgar 
_Bergen and Ozzie & Harriet next 
' fall) parlay. 

Paley is shooting for a Crosby- 
Fibber & Molly-Bob Hope _ back- 
'to- back Wednesday sequencing. 
'There’s lots of open time kicking 
around on the CBS Wednesday 
sked and in the process of filling 
it Paley wants to out-Hooper NBC’s 
(top drawing card of “Duffy's 
liege and “Mr. District Attor- 


” 


ney. 
| The Fibber-Molly negotiations 
/have variously been reported as 
‘hot. There’s some doubt, though, 
‘whether Paley can maneuver a 
Bob Hope switchover in view of 
Charles Luckman’s 
concept on network programming. 
When a move was initiated last 
year to switch CBS’ top-rated “Lux 
Radio Theatre” over to NBC, it’s 
‘recalled, Luckman expressed him- 
self as “not wanting to put all 
his eggs in one basket.” 

At that time Amos ’n’ Andy was 
still bracketed on NBC with Hope. 
And should the latter move over, 
it would give CBS a complete five- 
| way Lever spread on all its top- 
rated shows. (“My Friend Irma” 
Scouts,” 


and “Godfrey's Talent 
‘the other two audience-pulling 
'Lever programs, are also CBS 


| properties.) 








FOOD, DRUGS, SOAP 
PULLING IN REINS 


By GEORGE ROSEN 
| 


A few top economists have been 
| at work on behalf of some seg- 
i|ments of the industry -re-apprais- 
|ing the radio picture in terms of 
the future. It’s being done on the 
|q.t. and no official report is con- 
templated, but what they’ve come 
up with is anything but heatening. 
Their findings are destined to have 
a vital bearing on the future of all 
|radio and particularly the net- 
| works. 
| In the opinion of these experts, 
ithe sales peak has passed for 
ithe three major 








| 


industries that | 


|through the years have been the! 


|mainstays of commercial 
|food, drugs and soap. These three 


radio— | 


|industries alone have been re- 


‘Protect Radio’ Stance 

Same situation that cropped 
up at the NBC convention in 
Sun Valley last September was 
evidenced over the past week- 
end at the CBS Television 
Clinic in New York. It’s re- 
called that the affiliate mem- 
bers of NBC translated their 





(Lever Bros.) | 


apprehensions and fears over 
video’s costs (and what it 
might conceivably do to their 
radio operations) into a re- 
sounding endorsement of the 
status quo in AM. 

The whole thing got a re- 
peat performance at the CBS 


Clinic. The “pretect radio” 
stance that highlighted the 
talk by William Gittinger, 


CBS veepee in charge of sales, 
probably got the biggest hand 
of the three-day meet. 





| 
} 
| 
| 


Trade Ponders Future of ABC In 
Radio in Wake of Talent Shift, Stock 
Unloading, Noble's Desire to Sell 





NBC’s New Thinking 


NBC from all indications 
doesn’t intend fighting AM 
with AM. Network toppers are 
pretty well convinced now that 
tele has moved into the big- 
time and will throw its Sun- 
day night at 7 heavy artillery 
against the Jack Benny oppo- 
sition via video rather than 
radio. (They’re pretty much 
reconciled to the Horace Heidt 
drubbing on AM as stacked up 
against Benny’s Hooper.) 

NBC is getting set to spring 
its Sunday at 7 TV surprise. 
It'll be a_ strictly bigtime 
spread, but otherwise the web 
is keeping it hush-hush. 








Bergen-Coca-Cola 
Join CBS Sunday 


Lineup Next Fall 








| sponsible for about 75% of annu- 
al network billings. 

of course, 
| the three vital industries, which 
|bought up large inventories on 
| products, are now taking losses on 
| these inventories. Prices are com- 
‘ing down. Advertising budgets 
|are being re-appraised in the face 
of an uncertain sales future. Some 
have already gone into action, with 
radio taking the rap. 


Strain On Food Front 


| 
| It’s no secret, 


hour of Sunday night network 
time (Edgar Bergen and Fred AIl- 
len) to effect a saving of several 
million dollars. The American 
Meat Institute has cancelled out 
of the Fred Waring morning pro- 


(Continued on page 42) 


Benny Coattail?’, 
Nuts, Sez Harris 


| Phil Harris let his hair down at 
'a “brunch” tossed by NBC-BBD&O 








Club, N. Y., day after his sponsor, 
Rexall, clinched the show’s contin- 


| uance on NBC for another 13 
weeks. Comic-bandleader’s __re- 
marks indicated that, despite his 
| pleasure over the Hooper upbeat 
| which convinces him he’s no longer 
“riding Benny’s coattail,” it still 
Pdoesn’t make sense (to either spon- 
sor or listener) to slug it out in 
opposition to CBS’s “Amos ’n’ 
Andy.” 

Harris bluntly acknowledged he 
“doesn’t know what'll happen” as 
far as the Harris-Faye and A’n’A 
competition is concerned, but the 
shifting of the Rexall show into a 
new NBC Sunday time segment is 
considered by many within the 
| realm of possibility. 

Harris’ “Jackson” gags in tribute 
to Jack Benny and his longtime 

association with CBS’ newly-ac- 
quired comic were strictly on the 
level, but Harris’ reemphasis of 
the fact that his show can now 
stand on its own Hooper has 
strengthened belief among_inti- 
mates that Harris intends check- 
jing off the Benny show. 


that 


| ‘ 
airlanes next 


Edgar Bergen’s return to the 
fall will be under 
Coca-Cola’s auspices, with Bergen 
joining Jack Benny and Amos ’n’ 
Andy in the Sunday night lineup. 
| However, Bergen is detouring capi- 
|tal gains, a maneuver which scut- 


tled his negotiations with the 
soft drink company a= couple 
months ago. 

Just where that leaves Spike 


Jones, who now occupies the pre- 
Benny 6:30 Sunday segment on 
CBS for Coca-Cola, is problemati- 
cal. (Coke outfit is also cancelling 
out on the Friday night Jane Fro- 
man-Percy Faith musical and drop- 
ping Morton Downey on NBC, al- 
though latter is getting a TV show- 
case for Coca-Cola). Jones has a 
| contract which protects him for the 
balance of this season. As the cur- 
|tain-raiser for Benny and A ’n’ A, 


On the food front, for example, | the show has a rating edge over the 
Standard Brands dropped a full NBC opposition, “Ozzie and Har- 


riet.” And “Ozzie & Harriet” are 
/ moving back to CBS 6:30-next fall 
to precede Benny. 


Bergen did a disappearing act 
| following his appearance at the In- 
iaugural “Gala” in D. C. last 
| Wednesday and when next heard 
from he was hunting and huddling 
with Coca-Cola top man, Robert W. 
Woodruff, in Atlanta. Although 
the Woodruff-Bergen hunting rou- 
tine has become an annual cus- 


+ ABC network and its future in 


the radio-TV pattern has been 
sharing almost equal prominence 
with William S. Paley-CBS in Man- 
hattan trade talk this past week. 
The events of the past few weeks 
have only served to heighten ten- 
sion among the network person- 
nel at Radio City headquarters, 
and many are asking out loud: 
“Wonder what'll happen to us?” 


No one around the network is 
denying that the loss of Bing 
Crosby to CBS is a hard blow. 
|For it practically eliminates the 
web from Wednesday night com- 
petition with NBC or CBS and 
leaves the web’s brace of Sunday 
night attractions, Walter Winchell 
jand “Stop the Music,” as prac- 
tically the lone ABC contenders 


for the bigtime Hooper sweep- 
stakes. 
The FCC may soon determine 


the ultimate fate of the ‘Stop the 
Music” giveaway. And Paley has 
his eye and bankroll on the top 
Hooper draw of them all, Winchell. 


WW, however, is under contract 
to ABC, which presents a com- 
plication for Paley & Co. in any 
attempt to woo him over. (When 
NBC’s Sunday time started open- 
ing up. the web thought it would 
be a good idea to bracket WW and 
Drew Pearson in a half-hour seg- 
ment to fight off the CBS herd, 
but when everybody concerned 
was reminded that Winchell is 
ABC’s” contractual. “baby” the 
whole thing was forgotten). 


The ultimate fate of ABC will 
be the determining factor in WW’s 
future affiliation. 


The fact that Ed Noble is “anx- 
ious to sell the web; the revela- 
tion of prexy Mark Woods and 
exec veepee Robert Kintner un- 
loading their stock, have had an 
undeniable effect on the morale 
around ABC headquarters. While 
Noble isn’t talking, it’s accepted 
‘that if he can get a good price 
from someone who could get past 
the FCC pearly gates on an okay, 
Noble would divest himself of 
ABC immediately. 

But the $64 question intriguing 
the trade is whether the new 
buyer would grab it off for its TV 
‘potentialities alone and decide to 
‘let the AM operation go by the 
‘boards. For some close observers 
say they wouldn't be surprised if, 
in the upcoming video era, ABC 
would be the first to fade from 
the radio picture. 


| 





Eversharp’s ‘Leave It’ 


‘tom, the boys were gunning for | To Stay Put in NBC Slot 


bigger game this time out. Both 


got what they wanted. 





agency last Saturday (22) at 21, 


Protest Western Union 
| Plan to Hike Its Rates 


‘from indie outlets. 


{ 


ithe local 
‘move as sounding the death knell 


Indie Baseball Webs 


Western Union’s move to hike its | 


| Eversharp introduced its 


Although some _ reports had 
| Eversharp’s “Take It Or Leave It” 
| headed for a switchback to CBS, 
| the show stays put in its Sunday 
‘night at 10 segment on NBC. 

A couple weeks back when 
tele- 
phonic gimmick on the show, NBC 
chimed in with a “no can do,” with 
a resultant ultimatum from the 


‘rates on telegraphic reports of ball- sponsor that the network keep it 


games is meeting solid opposition | 
Many of the! 
indies, organized into small base-' 
ball networks covering schedules. of | 
leagues, regard WU’s 





'for their operations since it would 


make costs prohibitive. 
Western Union is aiming its in-| 


creased tariff at stations feeding a. 
re-creation of the games to a net- 
work comprising other indies and | 
thereby cutting wire charges. It’s | 
reported added toll would amount 
to $2.50 a station for the first five 
stations in such a network and 
$1.50 each for additional outlets. 


Before adding the charge, how- 
ever, WU must receive permission 
from the FCC. Edward Breen, 
NAB board member for small sta-| 
tions and head of KFVD, Fort 


Dodge, Ia., has wired the FCC for | 


notification in event hearings on. 


|; played Larmon. 


'TV dept. 


in or it would move out. 
NBC decided to let it stay. 


Larmon’s Life & Times 


Young & Rubican staffers have 
produced a 16m film short, for 
inter-office consumption, kidding 
the career of Sigurd Larmon, 
agency prexy. Film was run all 
day Friday (21). 

Joe Moran, radio veepee and ex- 
actor, is producer, narrator, and 
Director is John 
Freese, and film editor is Pyrman 
Smith, both of the motion picture- 
Tony Zaghi, business 
|manager of the radio department, 
|and other staffers are in supporting 
r&les. One scene, showing basket- 
ball team in dressing room, was 
played by biggies of Y&R plans 
board. Gimmick in film is that 
Larmon is shown throughout wear- 





ithe increased rates are ordered. ing a white carnation. 
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Variety Club 


Continued from page 7 
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barker and other officers. It is like- the 43 he is making on a cFoss- 
ly that Cohen, who also plunked country tour in connection with 
for the change, will be tagged as “Bad Boy,” Paul Short picture 
the first barker. | Monogram is releasing. 


Over 400 attended the Astor | 
meeting and luncheon that fol- 
lowed. Fred Schwartz, retiring 





Fred Nahas Houston Barker 
Houston. 


Fred Nahas elected chief barker 


| 


‘complete payment on a Variety 





|prises Lou Brown, chief barker; 


prez, introduced Cohen. 


New Variety Club will be opened 
immediately to all branches of the 
amusement’ industry including 
stage, screen, music, radio and 
television. MPA officials believe an 
ultimate membership of 2,500 will 
be reached, making it the largest 
Variety club in the world. 





Scott Lett Charlotte Chief 
Greensboro, N. C. 

Scott Lett elected chief barker 
of Charlotte Variety Club. Gene 
Dyer was named first asistant bark- 
er; J. E. Holston, second assistant 
barker; Ralph Iannuzzi, property 
master; and Earl Mulwee, dough- 
guy. 





Variety Clubs to Spend $3,000,000 | 


Detroit. 


Variety Clubs International will | 


will spend more than $3,000,000 in 
charitable work this year, Col. Wil- 
liam McCraw of Dallas, executive 
director of the clubs, announced 
here. He was the chief speaker at 
a Variety Club of Detroit meeting. 


His appearance here was one of 


| ofeHouston Tent 34, newest unit of 
Variety International. Other ofst- 
cers named include Al Lever, first 
|assistant; William E. Bremer, sec- 
ond assistant, Ray M. Hay, dough- | 
guy, and Fred Cannata, property 
|master. The local tent operated 
'as a branch of Variety Club of 
| Texas until it was issued a separate 
| charter this fall. 
| 


Memphis Re-elects Williamson 


Memphis. 
Ed Williamson reelected chief 
barker of Memphis Tent No. 20 of 
Variety Clubs. Remaining slate 
includes Buster Hammond, first 
assistant chief barker; Bailey 
Prichard, property master, and 

Herman Chrissman, doughguy. 








D. C. Tent’s $15,900 to Charity 
Washington. 
Local Variety Tent presented 
five checks totaling $15,900 to lo- 
cal charities recently, making a 
total of more than $55,000 given 
by showmen’s organization here 
to charitable work in 1948. Latest 
beneficiaries: $10,400 to Children’s 
hospital as last payment on a $31,- 


200 building pledge; $2,500 to | 
Metropolitan Police Boys Club; | 
$1,000 to Home for Incurables; | 
$1,000 to Merrick Boys Camp to 


Cabin; and $1,000 to Boys Club of 
Washington. ’ 





Conn. Tent Installs 
New Haven. 
New slate of officers for Tent 31, 
Variety Club of Connecticut, com- 





George H. Wilkinson, Jr., first as- 
sistant barker; Ben Simon, second 







‘PINKY’ MESSAGE PIC, 
ZANUCK’S ’49 FILM 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 


Pine-Thomas 


Continued from page 7 


“looks to gross $2,000,000 domes- Darryl] Zanuck’s personal pro- 
tically,” P&T said. Team, there-| duction for 1949 will be “Pinky,” 
fore, plunked for the three-quar-|a film with a message, depicting 
ters of a million bracket on a per-' social conditions in the south. Pic- 
manent basis. Both “El Paso” and ture is slated for a spring start, 
“Manhandled,” first two films un-| with John Ford as director. Ford’s 
der their new deal with Par, fit; deal calls for one picture and will 
into that negative-cost groove. | not conflict with his activities as 














assistant barker; Hugh Maguire, 
property master; Harry Rosenblatt, 
doughguy. 





Columbus Tent) 


Columbus, O. 

John L. Barcroft named new 
chief barker for Tent No. 2, Colum- 
bus Variety Club. He’s publicity 
manager for RKO Palace and 
Grand. Others named _ include | 
Ralph I. Shiflet, first assistant 
barker: Ben Cowell, second as- 
sistant barker; Arthur Robinson, 
property master, and Milton Staub, 
doughguy. 


Barcroft Heads 





Tem Canavan Heads St. Loo Tent 
St. Louis. 

Tom Canavan, midwest represen- 

tative for Altec, elected chief 


|barker of Tent No. 4 of Variety 


Clubs here. He succeeds Tom 
James, owner of three indie houses. 
Other officers elected are Lester 
Grand, first assistant barker; Sam | 
Levin, second assistant barker; | 
James Tapella, Dough Guy; and 
Richard Fitzmaurice Property| 


‘Master. 








_ 







comes to 





life on 








The '400” System Recorder and Automatic Recorder 
Control, used in recerding “‘Hamlet’ et Denham 
Studios, London, 


; Laurence Olivier'’s presentation of 





a WESTERN ELECTRIC Sound Track 


Laurence Olivier’s magnificent version of 
Shakespeare’s tragedy was recorded on 
Western Electric sound equipment. The 
new De Luxe “400” Recording System 
and the new RA-1251 Re-recorders have 
demonstrated once more their reliability 
and outstanding performance. 


Such’advantages as automatic operation, 
highest sound quality and versatility make 
the “400” the outstanding recording sys- 
tem available to the industry. 








Flectrical Research Products Division 


Western E: lectric Company 


IN Y 


Recorded at 
Sound Supervisor 
Sound by 


3 BROADWAY NEW YORK 


flamcet | 


Produced and Directed by . 


“Power Dive” Cost $86,000 |Merian C. Cooper’s partner in Ar- 


Explaining further their exit 


from the B field, both Pine and| 


| Thomas cited book and chapter. 


Their first film, made eight years 
ago, was “Power Dive,” which cost 
$86,000. Their last, “Dynamite,” 
hit $200,000 because of the rising 
cost of production. Meanwhile, the 
margin of profit was being 
squeezed closer because “there is a 
ceiling on what distribution can 
give you on the average B film.” 
In this respect, P&T note that 
their average film leveled off at 


| $450,000 worldwide take and $350,- 


000 domestically. Rentals, they 
said, are up a bit, but not in propor- 


| tion to the production-nut boost. 
' One 


saving feature, they noted, 
was that at least one film yearly | 
hit the jackpot because of its “hot | 
exploitability” and went consider- 
ably over the normal ceiling in 
revenues. 

An added reason for their switch 
was the personal factor. “How 
long could we have kept it up, 
making six to eight films yearly, 
and knocking our brains out,” 
Thomas said. “These B’s are just 
as hard to make as A’s, particular- 
ly since you can’t afford to buy 
books or plays for them.” Pine 
added that “pride of accomplish- 
ment” also needled the shift as 


well as the need “to maintain en- 
| 


Uniform Rules “Unfair” 
Pine termed the laying down. of 


unfair and_ ridiculous.” “Why 
should a seasoned producer such 
as Eddie Small pay the same bank 
terms as some guy who always 
loses?” Pine declared. Both P&T 
blasted novices from the “soap or 
shoe business” who come to Holly- 
wood and expect to produce suc- 
cessful pix. These tyros, they said, 
had invaded Hollywood during the 
war, ‘““‘when money was cheap,” and 
drove up the cost of making films, 
including salaries of stars. 


“We're going back to normal 
and, one by one, these producers 
are dropping out,” Pine said. ‘The 
stars are going back to the studios 


down to earth. Actually, these 
stars are doing just as well— 


stead of promises of profits in films | 
which never made out.” 


“Things are returning to normal, 
and this business is still very solid | 
and safe,” they said. “A decent! 
film in the right bracket ($750,000- | 
$1,000,000) can do $2,000,000 and 


make money.” 

The two Paramounters stay in) 
New York for the balance of the 
— week before heading Coast- 
ward. | 














|| Majors Deny Plot 








Continued from page 4 ——— 


“proven Communists,” answer de- | 
clares, but did not take action on | 
the point, which was second in a 
proposed three-point program. 
Meeting concededly discussed all 
angles on possible injury to the 
film industry by reason of the 
hubbub then caused by the House 
investigation. 

Otherwise, answer interposes a 
general denial to the pending ac-| 
tion, which demands an injunction | 
to restrain the defendants from an | 
alleged combination aimed at} 
blacklisting screen scripters. SWG | 
suit, brought last year, does not | 
seek money damages. 


Disney’s ‘Heart’ Ballyhoo | 


Walt Disney arrived in New York | 








thusiasm.”’ | 


uniform rules by banks on financ-| 
ing indie production as both “very | 


they’re getting hard cash now in-| 


gosy Productions. 

“Pinky” is based on a story by 
Dudley Nichols. Valentine Davies 
is doing the screenplay. 


No Aussie Rita Pix Nix, 
Tho Resentment Strong 


Sydney, Jan. 18. 

Few if any Aussie exhibs will 
nix playing of Rita Hayworth pix, 
following star’s gadabout with Ali 
Khan, though resentment is pow- 
erful against star within industry 
ranks. Next Hayworth pic set for 
release is “Loves of Carmen.” It 
will play the Greater Union loop 
on contract with Columbia. 


Key church authorities have de- 
cided not to ask for any boycott of 
Hayworth pix. Catholic spokesmen 
said that the church film censor- 
ship was only concerned in actual 
films, adding that Miss Hayworth 
could not be condemned unless 
half of Hollywood was condemned 
with her. Protestant ministers like- 
wise do not favor banning Hay- 
worth pix. 


Banks Laud 


Continued from page 3 























like mad and causing serious chaos 
that would be bound to still further 


weaken their financial position. 


“As it is, we feel that the cutting 
that has taken place and the re- 
sultant injury to morale is being 
felt in the reduced quality of prod- 
uct recently released. The industry 
is like any patient after an opera- 
tion. It will take time to recuperate. 
| However, it is a healthy thing in 
|the long run to have the swollen 
| parts reduced and we feel that it 
| will make for a strong future.” 


| Banks haven’t the _ slightest 
iqualms concerning the status of 
jany of their loans to the major 
‘companies. Virtually all the firms 


|have far more cash on hand, gov- 


}ernment bonds and other liquid 
{assets than the amount of their 


| 


and, generally, things are coming | 


borrowing. Even Universal, which 
is probably ir the weakest financial 


|position of any of the majors, could 


go on for three *yvears with losses 
as heavy as those of 1948 before 
it was in real trouble, one of the 
bankers pointed out. He added that 
it would probably be impossible, 
however, for U, “even if it wanted 
to,” to lose as much again during 
the next three years as it did last 
year (a reported $4,000,000) be- 
cause it had written off so much 
of its worthless assets. 


Banks have not been faced with 
drawing up terms for new loans, 
since none of the companies is in 
the market for more capital. They 
all arranged financing two or three 
years ago, when money was at its 
cheapest, and have plenty of bank 
funds available if they want to call 
on them. Usual procedure is for 
the Companies to pay a fractional 
percentage in interest to keep this 
money open to them, but to draw 
upon it only if they need it. Most 
have drawn only a relatively small 
part of what is available. 


Pathe 


Continued from page 7 


absorbed in the form of a loss dur- 
ing 1948 is still a moot question. 
Margin for discretion on the point 
is available because EL is a com- 
paratively new outfit without a 
fixed amortization sate as yet. 
While plans are being formu- 
lated for issuance of a new block 
of stock, company has bankrolled 








yesterday (Tuesday) for press and|its next three pix, slated to start 
radio interviews in connection with |in February, by an advance of 
opening of his “So Dear to My | monies out of credits available 


Heart” at the Palace. He expects to| from the First National Bank of 


| 


be in Manhattan the rest of the| Boston and other banks. Mean- 
week. while, EL has been reducing an 
Cartoon exec came in from Cin-| initial loan of $11,000,000 out of 





Laurence Olivier | 
Denham Studios | 
Cyril Crowhurst 


Western Electric | 








cinnati and Indianapolis, where he weekly revenues. That sum has 
had attended preems of the pic with | been brought down to approxi- 
a quartet of his players. They are | mately $6,000,000. 

Beulah Bondi, Bobby Driscoll, Reportedly, EL obtained a 
Luana Patten and Clarence Nash. | credit of $750,000 for the trio of 
They returned to the Coast from | films, with which it will reopen its 
Cincy. Hollywood studios. 











— 


t 


Wednesday, January 26, 1949 


VARIETY 


RADIO 27 











-_— 


Bing Bags Another Million 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 


That $13,000,000 said to be lying around in the CBS coffers 
spoiling to be spent is now only $12,000,000. Bill Paley last week 


made a million-dollar notation on 


his checkbook stub after talking 


long distance to Bing Crosby up on the Monterey peninsula follow- 


ing a few days of conference with 
and business intimate. 

The cool million went for 25% 
corporations, which controls his 
proved the ‘“‘sweetener” that stir 


John O'Melveny, Bing’s attorney 


interest in one of the two Crosby 
radio and picture activities. It 
red the deal to a full boil. Al- 


though everyone concerned with the third big push by the Paley 
“raiders” have had their lips buttoned, it is fairly well established 
that Bing’s guarantee by CBS for a 39-week season is approxi- 


mately $1,500,000. This figure is 


said to be around $200,000 more 


than his current Philco-ABC seasonal take, the differential being 


in the nature of a bonus arrangem 


ent because of Columbia’s greater 


collection of high powered stations which would necessitate fewer 
of the whistle stops now supplementing the ABC lineup. 
It is also fairly certain that Crosby will hold to the same 9 p.m. 


time on Wednesday, which both 


Philco and Crosby are said to 


have demanded, and which is okey-dokey with Paley because it 


fits so snugly into his plan to build up another big night. 
well satisfied with Sunday, Monday and Thursday. 


He’s 
The big argu- 


ment of Crosby’s that had to be batted down by Paley before The 
Groaner would say “I do,” was the type and potency of programs 


to precede and follow him. Now 


it’s up to Paley to make good his 


promise, so the pressure is on again, with MCA running interference 


and doing the missionary work. 
After being the toast of the t 


own and regaled with red-letter 


social soirees, Paley and his missus blew the Coast for his Manhat- 
tan citadel where more spectacular deals are being brewed. While 


in Hollywood he talked to most 


of the toppers on NBC and just 


about knows whose ear he can get the fastest. 





ee 





Skelton Newest Star to Hitch On 


To ‘Paley's Comet 


CBS has bagged another NBC + 


comic—Red Skelton—for next fall, | 
and he’s been pencilled in for the | 
Sunday night 8:30 period. Procter | 
& Gamble, which sponsors Skelton 
Friday nights at 9:30 on NBC, will 
continue to bankroll the show un- | 
der the Columbia banner. Mean- | 
while it’s reported International | 
Silver is all set to move “Ozzie and | 
Harriet” back to CBS from NBC, | 
recapturing fhe Sunday 6:30 seg- 
ment it occupied a couple seasons | 
back. | 

CBS announcement Monday | 
(24) came on the heels of the | 
web’s acquisition of Bing Crosby, | 
although in the case of Skelton it’s | 
strictly a moving of program to) 
another network sans capital gains 
or other intricate financial deals. | 
Same for Ozzie and Harriet. 

Thus the Paley concept that’ 
one or two pivotal shows will in- 
vite a wholesale switchover in tal- 
ent is seen beginning to pay off 
for CBS. A couple of years back | 
the situation was just the reverse, | 
with Columbia losing a succession | 
of comedy shows to NBC, leaving | 
it practically stranded with Arthur 
Godfrey as No. 1 personality. 


With Jack Benny, Amos ’n 
Andy, Crosby and Skelton in the 
bag, CBS now has time periods re- 
served for Fibber McGee & Molly 
and Edgar Bergen. 

Pitcher Goes to the Well 

Shortly after bagging Bing 
Crosby as the third bigtime per- 
sonality to fatten the web’s Hooper 
batting average. Paley called for 
time-out last week. From Pruden- 
tial Insurance Co. he borrowed 
$5,000,000 at 314% annual inter- 
est for 15 years. 

CBS said the purpose was to in- 
Sure continuation of strong cash 
reserves in view of expenditures 
for development of TV operations. 


CBS Seeks Rayve Acct. 
With 15-Minute ‘Winner’ 


CBS last week whipped up a 
presentation of “Winner Take All” 
as a 15-minute, cross-the-board 


’ 





program when J. Walter Thomp- | 


son’s Chi office indicated that its 


santo Rayve (Pepsodent - Lever 
ros.) was seriously eyeing day- 
time radio. 


ABC, too, has been bidding for | 


the Rayve account with its Eleanor 


and Anna Roosevelt commentary | 


Program. Contemplated commer- 
cial 1S In connection with the com- 
Pany’s newly-launched Home Per- 
manent. 

As in the case of its present 
palt-hour sustainer, Bud Collyer 
vied sone “Winner” in its re- 
pr ormat. Rayve is mulling it 








September Song 

Here’s how the CBS Sunday 
night lineup shapes up for 
next fall in the wake of new- 
est maneuvers engineered by 
board chairman William 5S. 
Paley: 

6:30, Ozzie & Harriet. 

7:00, Jack Benny. 

7:30, Amos ’n’ Andy. 

8:00, Edgar Bergen. 

8:30, Red Skelton. 

Status of Coca-Cola’s Spike 
Jones show in the 6:30 seg- 
ment is still in doubt come 
next September, in view of 
the coke company acquiring 
Bergen for 8 o'clock; but it 
may be shifted to another 
night. 
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Paley Plugging 
Wednesday Nite 


All-Star Parlay 


Now that Bing Crosby is flying 
the Columbia colors, the Bill Paley 
| strategy encompasses a Wednesday 


night lineup for his CBS network 
matched only by the Sunday Jack 
Benny-Amos ’n’ Andy (plus Edgar 





Bergen and Ozzie & Harriet next | 


fall) parlay. 

Paley is shooting for a Crosby- 
Fibber & Molly-Bob Hope back- 
\to- back Wednesday sequencing. 
-There’s lots of open time kicking 
around on the CBS Wednesday 
sked and in the process of filling 
it Paley wants to out-Hooper NBC’s 
\top drawing card of “Duffy's 
Tavern” and “Mr. District Attor- 
ney.” 
| The Fibber-Molly negotiations 
have variously been reported as 
‘hot. There’s some doubt, though, 
‘whether Paley can maneuver a 
‘Bob Hope switchover in view of 
Charles Luckman’s 
concept on network programming. 
When a move was initiated last 
year to switch CBS’ top-rated “Lux 
Radio Theatre” over to NBC, it’s 
recalled, Luckman expressed him- 
‘self as “not wanting to put all 
his eggs in one kasket.” 

At that time Amos 'n’ Andy was 
still bracketed on NBC with Hope. 
And should the latter move over, 
_it would give CBS a complete five- 
| way Lever spread on all its top- 
rated shows. (“My Friend Irma” 


and “Godfrey's Talent Scouts,” 
‘the other two audience-pulling 
‘Lever programs, are also CBS 


| properties.) 


as Web Rides High 


(Lever Bros.) | 





RADIO FEARS ‘BIG THREE’ SHRINK 





PULLING IN REINS 


| 
| 
| 
By GEORGE ROSEN | 


A few top economists have been 
|at work on behalf of some seg- 
|ments of the industry -re-apprais- 
ling the radio picture in terms of 
|the future. It’s being done on the 
|q.t. and no official report is con- 
|templated, but what they’ve come 
| up with is anything but heatening. 
| Their findings are destined to have 
a vital bearing on the future of all 
{radio and particularly the net- 
| works. 

| In the opinion of these experts, 
ithe sales peak has passed for 
ithe three major industries that 








ithrough the years have been the | 
| radio— | 
food, drugs and soap. These three | 
lindustries alone have been re- 


mainstays of commercial 


‘Protect Radio’ Stance 

Same situation that cropped 
up at the NBC convention in 
Sun Valley last September was 
evidenced over the past week- 
end at the CBS Television 
Clinic in New York. It’s re- 
called that the affiliate mem- 
bers of NBC translated their 
apprehensions and fears over 
video’s costs (and what _ it 
might conceivably do to their 
radio operations) into a re- 
sounding endorsement of the 
status quo in AM. 

The whole thing got a re- 
peat performance at the CBS 








| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
} 


Clinic. The “pretect radio” 
stance that highlighted the 
talk by William Gittinger, 


CBS veepee in charge of sales, 
probably got the biggest hand 
of the three-day meet. 











|sponsible for about 75% of annu- 
|al network billings. 

| It’s no secret, of course, that 
| the three vital industries, which 
|bought up large inventories on 
| products, are now taking losses on 
| these inventories. Prices are com- 
ling down. Advertising budgets 
|are being re-appraised in the face 
'of an uncertain sales future. Some 
| have already gone into action, with 
‘radio taking the rap. 


Strain On Food Front 


hour of Sunday night network 
len) to effect a saving of several 
million dollars. The American | 
Meat Institute has cancelled out, 


of the Fred Waring morning pro-| 
(Continued on page 42) 


Benny Coattail?” 
Nuts, Sez Harris 


| 











Phil Harris let his hair down at 
'a “brunch” tossed by NBC-BBD&O 
| agency last Saturday (22) at 21. 
‘Club, N. Y., day after his sponsor, | 
| Rexall, clinched the show’s contin- | 


|uance on NBC for another 13 
weeks. Comic-bandleader’s_ re-' 
marks indicated that, despite his 
| pleasure over the Hooper upbeat 
| which convinces him he’s no longer | 


“riding Benny's coattail,” it still|} 21) networks covering schedules of 


Pdoesn’t make sense (to either spon- | 
‘sor or listener) to slug it out in|! 
opposition to CBS’s “Amos ’n’) 
Andy.” 
Harris bluntly acknowledged he 
“doesn’t know what'll happen” as 
far as the Harris-Faye and A’n’A 
competition is concerned, but the 
shifting of the Rexall show into a 
new NBC Sunday time segment is 
considered by many within the 
, realm of possibility. 
| Harris’ “Jackson” gags in tribute 
to Jack Benny and his longtime 
association with CBS’ newly-ac- 
quired comic were strictly on the 
level, but Harris’ reemphasis of 
the fact that his show can now 
stand on its own Hooper has 
strengthened belief among _ inti- 
mates that Harris intends check- 


ling off the Benny show. 


_ Protest Western Union 


FOOD. DRUGS CHAP Trade Ponders Future of ABC In 


Radio in Wake of Talent Shift, Stock 
Unloading, Noble's Desire to Sell 





c 


NBC’s New Thinking 


NBC from all indications 
doesn’t intend fighting AM 
with AM. Network toppers are 
pretty well convinced now that 
tele has moved into the big- 
time and will throw its Sun- 
day night at 7 heavy artillery 
against the Jack Benny oppo- 
sition via video rather than 
radio. (They’re pretty much 
reconciled to the Horace Heidt 
drubbing on AM as stacked up 
against Benny’s Hooper.) 

NBC is getting set to spring 
its Sunday at 7 TV surprise. 
It'll be a_ strictly bigtime 
spread, but otherwise the web 
is keeping it hush-hush. 


Bergen-Coca-Cola 








~Join CBS Sunday 


Lineup Next Fall 


Edgar Bergen’s return to the 
airlanes next fall will be under 
| Coca-Cola’s auspices, with Bergen 
joining Jack Benny and Amos ’n’ 
Andy in the Sunday night lineup. 
However, Bergen is detouring capi- 
|tal gains, a maneuver which scut- 


itled his negotiations with the 
soft drink company a_ couple 
months ago. 

Just where that leaves Spike 


Jones, who now occupies the pre- 
Benny 6:30 Sunday segment on 
CBS for Coca-Cola, is problemati- 
cal. (Coke outfit is also cancelling , 
out on the Friday night Jane Fro- 
man-Percy Faith musical and drop- 
ping Morton Downey on NBC, al- 
though latter is getting a TV show- | 
case for Coca-Cola). Jones has a 
| contract which protects him for the 
| balance of this season. As the cur- 
|tain-raiser for Benny and A ’n’ A, 


On the food front, for example, the show has a rating edge over the 
Standard Brands dropped a full: NBC opposition, “Ozzie and Har- 


riet.”. And “Ozzie & Harriet’ are | 


time (Edgar Bergen and Fred Al- moving back to CBS 6:30-next fall | 


to precede Benny. 


Bergen did a disappearing act) 
following his appearance at the In- 
augural “Gala” in D. C. last 
Wednesday and when next heard 
from he was hunting and huddling | 
with Coca-Cola top man, Robert W. 
Woodruff, in Atlanta. Although 
the Woodruff-Bergen hunting rou- 
tine has become an annual cus- | 
tom, the boys were gunning for | 
bigger game this time out. Both | 
got what they wanted. | 


Indie Baseball Webs | 


' 


| 
| 





Plan to Hike Its Rates 


Western Union’s move to hike its | 
rates on telegraphic reports of ball- | 
games is meeting solid opposition | 
from indie outlets. Many of the} 
indies, organized into small base-! 


the ‘local leagues, regard WU’s 
move as sounding the death knell 
for their operations since it would 
make costs prohibitive. 


Western Union is aiming its in- 
creased tariff at stations feeding a 
re-creation of the games to a net- 
work comprising other indies and | 
thereby cutting wire charges. It’s | 
reported added toll would amount | 
to $2.50 a station for the first five | 
stations in such a network and 
$1.50 each for additional outlets. 

Before adding the charge, how- 
ever, WU must receive permission | 
from the FCC. Edward Breen, | 
NAB board member for small sta-| 
tions and head of KFVD, Fort 
Dodge, Ia., has wired the FCC for | 
notification in event hearings on) 





| 
| 


| 


| tically 


ABC network and its future in 
the radio-TV pattern has been 
sharing almost equal prominence 
with William S. Paley-CBS in Man- 
hattan trade talk this past week. 
The events of the past few weeks 
have only served to heighten ten- 


sion among the network person- 
nel at Radio City headquarters, 
and many are asking out loud: 


“Wonder what'll happen to us?” 


No one around the network is 
denying that the loss of Bing 
Crosby to CBS is a hard blow. 
For it practically eliminates the 
web from Wednesday night com- 
petition with NBC or CBS and 
leaves the web’s brace of Sunday 
night attractions, Walter Winchell 
and “Stop the Music,” as prac- 
the lone ABC contenders 
for the bigtime Hooper sweep- 
stakes. 


The FCC may soon determine 
the ultimate fate of the “Stop the 
Music” giveaway. And Paley has 
his eye and bankroll on the top 
Hooper draw of them all, Winchell. 


WW, however, is under contract 
to ABC, which presents a com- 
plication for Paley & Co. in any 
attempt to woo him over. (When 
NBC’s Sunday time started open- 
ing up, the web thought it would 
be a good idea to bracket WW and 
Drew Pearson in a half-hour seg- 
ment to fight off the CBS herd, 
but when everybody concerned 
was reminded that Winchell is 
ABC’s contractual. “baby” the 
whole thing was forgotten). 


The ultimate fate of ABC will 
be the determining factor in WW’s 
future affiliation. 


The fact that Ed Noble is ‘anx- 
ious to sell the web; the revela- 
tion of prexy Mark Woods and 
exec veepee Robert Kintner un- 
loading their stock, have had an 
undeniable effect on the morale 
around ABC headquarters. While 
Noble isn’t talking, it’s accepted 
that if he can get a good price 
from someone who could get past 
the FCC pearly gates on an okay, 
Noble would divest himself of 
ABC immediately. 

But the $64 question intriguing 
the trade is whether the new 
buyer would grab it off for its TV 
potentialities alone and decide to 
let the AM operation go by the 
boards. For some close observers 
say they wouldn't be surprised if, 
in the upcoming video era, ABC 
would be the first to fade from 
the radio picture. 





Eversharp’s ‘Leave It’ 
To Stay Put in NBC Slot 


Although some _ reports had 
Eversharp’s “Take It Or Leave It” 
headed for a switchback to CBS, 
the show stays put in its Sunday 


'pight at 10 segment on NBC. 


A> couple weeks back when 
Eversharp introduced its tele- 
phonic gimmick on the show, NBC 
chimed in with a “no can do,” with 
a resultant ultimatum from the 
sponsor that the network keep it 
in or it would move out. 

NBC decided to let it stay. 


Larmon’s Life & Times 


Young & Rubican staffers have 
produced a 16m film short, for 
inter-office consumption, kidding 
the career of Sigurd Larmon, 
agency prexy. Film was run all 
day Friday (21). 

Joe Moran, radio veepee and ex- 
actor, is producer, narrator, and 
played Larmon. Director is John 
Freese, and film editor is Pyrman 
Smith, both of the motion picture- 
TV dept. Tony Zaghi, business 
manager of the radio department, 
and other staffers are in supporting 
rd&les. One scene, showing basket- 
bal' team in dressing room, was 
played by biggies of Y&R plans 
board. Gimmick in film is that 
Larmon is shown throughout wear- 





‘the increased rates are ordered. ing a white carnation. 
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Revamping of FCC Into Panel 


System May Land in Scrap Heap 





Washington, Jan. 25. + 


A projected reorganization of 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission, reported to have been | 
ready for adoption a week ago, | 
seems to have hit a snag and may | 
not come off at all. | 

Plan, which involves setting up 

a panel of three commissioners to 
handle radio and television broad- 
matters, has been discussed 
the Commission in executive 
rather than in regular 
meetings with staff heads. The sup- 
posedly ‘ proceedings, 
ports have it, were held to prevent 
leaks—and leaks are exactly what 
occurred. 


cast 
by 
sessions 


‘secret” re- 


From various quarters in the 
Commission the story has been 
traveling that FCC chairman 


Wayne Coy is being pressured into 
the reorganization by one of the 
commissioners, Edward M. Web- 
ster, who wants to be relieved of 
broadcast chores to give more time 
to his baby: the special and safety 
services which use radio for a mul- 
titude of industrial, municipal, 
Federal, public utility, and mis- 
cellaneous purposes. 

Webster, whose term’ expires 
June 30 of this year, is said to 
have made it plain that unless the 
plan is carried out he’s not inter- 
ested in another term. 


a straight ultimatum or expressed 
himself in more subtle ways. But 
there is little doubt Coy would 


Reports | 
vary as to whether Webster issued | 


Detroit WJBK Spreads 
Self in New Quarters 


Detroit, Jan. 25. 
Another step toward the expan- 





sion of WJBK and WJBK-TV, De- 


troit, was accomplished last week | 
with the occupation of completely | 
new studios and offices atop De-| 


troit’s Masonic Temple Building. 
Included in the sixth floor plans 


(now completed) are executive | 
offices of WJBK-AM, WJBK-FM 
and WJBK-TV; two large AM 


studios for dramatic and musical 
productions; two AM _ control 
rooms; two specially designed tele- 
vision studios containing the latest 
in General Electric TV equipment; 
TV studio control room and TV 
master control room. The seventh 
floor, also to be used for television 
productions, was originally de- 
signed as a studio theatre with a 
capacity of 1,200 seats. 

In addition to the daily program- 
ming from two networks (CBS and 
DuMont) being seen on WJBK-TV 
via Channel 2, plans are being 
made for television shows of local 
origin to be produced in the Ma- 
sonic Temple studios. Included in 
these will be the “Gentile and 
Binge TV Frolic,” a weekly half- 
hour comedy show, and an entirely 
new type TV show starring 


WJBK’s disk jockey, Jack the Bell- | 


boy. 


WKOB First Gl 








ALIAS “SU Mm CARSON” 
PALMO FULLER 


Palmo is the “Sue Carson” of 
KLZ’s popular afternoon partici- 
pating stanza, “Budget Brigade.” 
She mixes recipes and household 
hints with guests such as Lon Mc- 
Allister, Donald Duck and Donald 
Woods. She’s also a veteran on 
KLZ’s writing staff. 
KLZ, Denver 


Bob Hope's Edge 
Vs. Crosley in Bid 
For WHAS Buy 


Washington, Jan. 25. 
Questions were raised by the 
FCC yesterday-(24) as to qualifica- 
tions of old line broadcasters to 
|purchase Louisville Courier-Jour- 








nal radio and television properties. | 


Result is that Bob Hope’s bid to 





N.Y. High School Teachers 


To Learn Facts of Radio 


Students who often listen to the 
radio while doing their homework 
will soon be listening as part of 
their homework. The assigned dial- 
'ing is expected to result from the 
‘course in “American Broadcasting 
—1949” to teach New York high 
school teachers the facts of radio. 

In addition to giving instructors 
backgrounding in programs which 
can be used for in-school listening, 
the course of 15 classes will show 
the pedagogs how many airers may 
be assigned profitably, education- 
wise and entertainment-wise, for 
home dialing by students. 

Sessions will be held on Wednes- 
day afternoons at 4 p.m., beginning 
March 2, in studios of WMCA. NAB 
Prexy Justin Miller and New York 
School Superintendent - William 
| Jansen will kick off the series. 
| Ted Cott, WNEW veepee and 
chairman of the _ organizational 
committee that launched the proj- 
ect, announced that the final three 
sessions will be a workshop ham- 
mering out details of how radio can 
help the schools and vice versa. 

Participating with the New York 





City English Teachers Assn. are 
WNBC, WCBS, WQXR, WNEW, 
WMCA, WOV, WMGM, WNYC, 
WHOM, WOR and WJZ. Execs 


of these stations and other industry 
specialists will conduct the classes. 
Chairman of the teachers group is 
Milton Zisowitz, of Forest Hills 
High School, who is accepting ap- 


like to keep him on. 


The panel system appears to | 
have evoked no great enthusiasm | 
in the Commission, and it has even | 
been suspected that the leak was | ; 
a deliberate step to get the plan | Washington, Jan. 25. 
out into the open where parties; First GI casualty in the radio 
concerned—and possibly the Dem- | station business occurred Saturday 
ocratic leaders—might have some- (22) when WKOB, North Adams, 
thing to say about it. For one Mass., a daytime 250-watter, shut 
thing, the projected broadcast up shop and notified the FCC it 
panel would be composed of two| was surrendering its license. It 
Republicans (Hyde and Sterling) was understood a bankruptcy peti- 
and one Democrat (Hennock). In | tion will follow. 
the absence of a member, Chair- Negotiations to assign the station 


Station Casualty 


man Coy, a Democrat, would fill in. to a new owner, who was to assume | 


Coolness to the panel arises a large part of the liabilities, to- 
from doubts as to its overall value |taling about $40,000, collapsed re- 
to the Commission as a time-saver.|cently. Assets were said to be 
If the right of appeal to the full | about $20,000. 

Commission is granted on panel ac-| Station was started about 18 
tions—which lawyers will demand, | Months ago by George W. Fisher, 
since one vote may be decisive in| John T. Ward, Jr.; E. B. Cureton, 
many cases—not only. would little Jr., and Joseph R. Trott, Jr., all 
time be saved by the system but veterans, who procured a GI bank 


greater complications might result. loan and borrowed additional sums , 


For this reason there is sentiment from friends and relatives. 
to give the panel the equivalent; Failure of the operation was 
authority of the full Commission, ascribed to inefficient management, 
with appeals allowed only to the due to inexperience, and lack of 
courts. 

Further, the panel system would 
not relieve the full Commission of 


There is a fulltime station in North 
Adams, a town of about 23,000. 


cooperation among the partners. , 


buy the 50kw WHAS, its FM af- 
filiate and TV construction permit 
appeared to have the edge. 


Hope, under the corporate name N , B S 
of Hope Productions, recently | 
matched the $1,925,000 price of- a ’ usses ef 


fered by Crosley Broadcasting Co., | | 


the original purchaser-applicant, | 
For FM Preem 


plications for enrollment. 





via the 60-day AVCO procedure in 
| which other bidders may put in at 
the same price and terms. Also 
competing for the package is the 
Fort Industry Co. 
In ‘an order yesterday (Mon.) 
scheduling a hearing on the bids | service on N. Y. busses, including 
for Feb. 28 in Washington, FCC | music, news, time signals, sports 
said that in considering the. three | ¢¢9res—and commercials, TR’s na- 
purchase applications on their | tional sales manager Frank E. Pel- | 
merits it was unable to determine jegrin told the Washington Adver- 
that Crosley is best qualified. It | tising Club here today (Tues.). 
therefore designated that the three | Service is scheduled to start soon 
applicants be heard on issues in-| oy Fifth avenue vehicles, Pellegrin | 
volving technical, financial, legal caiq, with the transit companies | 
and other qualifications required | sharing in the revenue. Because | 


in the public interest to operate of technical problems, it will re- | 
the outlets. : 


|quire several stations to provide | 
3 ; the service. It is not to be used on 
extent to which Crosley’s 50kW | subways and commuter trains be-| 
clear channel Cincinnati outlet, cause of their noise. 


WLW, spills over into the area | p : : : 

ellegrin said the commercials 
covered by WHAS, also a clear | ij) follow the National Assn. of 
channel station. Unless Crosley 


; | Broadcasters’ code in length and, 
(Continued on page 42) ‘frequency. Fifty-word spot, he | 


Washington, Jan. 25. 


| One of the issues raised is the 





various major functions which now 
take up a large part of its time. 
These involve allocations of fre- 
quencies for the various radio serv- 
ices, hearings and arguments on) 
adoption of new rules, and general | 
administrative policy matters. | 


. ? 
Katherine Roche 5) WGN — independent stations have 
‘finally been combined into a pub- 
Bowout After 23 Yrs. 


ilie service “network.” Plan was 
Chicago, Jan. 25. 


Indies Combine Int 





Under aegis of the Advertising 


‘Net’ Under Advertising Council Aegis 





|for “impulse buying” and “remind- | 
'er copy” to householders on their | 
/way to and from shopping. Serv- | 
‘ice starts in D. C. this week | 
through arrangement with WWDC- | 
FM, local indie, which is revising | 
its daytime format for the bus- | 
riders. Service is now in use in 15 
ganizations to use indie facilities | key cities. 

with specially prepared top qual- | 
ity shows and material. Council 
will also publicize reports on the 
indie civic pitches, along with} 


: | said, has been found very effective 
e . 
0 Public Service 





Strauss Stores Drop 


Two, and possibly three FM sta- | 
tions will provide Transit Radio | 


AVCO 60-Day Waiting Period On 
Station Sale Takes Another Beating 


om Washington, Jan. 25. 


| Federal Communication Com- 
|mission’s AVCO 60-day waiting 
| period station sales, previously un- 
'der attack, was given another swift 
kick over the weekend. The Com- 
mission was informed that the 
|only case in which a competitive 
| bid was accepted in preference to 
‘that of the original purchaser- 
applicant has fallen flat, with con- 
siderable loss to the latter. 

Last October, the AVCO proce- 
dure was condemned by the Fed- 
eral Communications Bar Assn. as 
a “futile” system which only 
causes hardship and uncertainty to 
personnel of a station during the 
60-day period it must wait for com- 
peting bidders to file and for a 
longer period when hearings are 
held to consider other bidders. 
FCBA, in urging that the system 
be abolished, had pointed out that 
the owner of a station doesn’t have 
to accept the offer of a competitive 
bidder even though the coimmis- 
sion finds the latter’s qualifications 
are better. 

In the one _ case, _ involving 
KMED, Medford, Ore., in which a 
competitive bid was approved over 
that of the original buyer, the sta- 
tion owner was unable to come to 
terms with the “AVCO bidder,” 
with the result that the sale, ap- 
proval of which was asked nearly 
three years ago, has still not been 
consummated. 

In a letter to the Commission 
Saturday (22), Courtney, Krieger 
| & Jorgensen, counsel for the orig- 
|inal buyer, Gibson Broadcasting 
Co,. said the AVCO procedure has 
taken up so much time that the 
extended deadline for purchase of 
the station has expired. The at- 


|torneys pointed out that the com- 


peting applicant abandoned his ap- 
plication last August and that a 


‘decision handed down by the FCC 
_last Dec. 8 merely gave the parties 


“the right to start proceedings all 
over again in accordance with the 
so-called AVCO procedure.” 

Since the contract under which 


'Gibson could purchase the station 
,expired Dec. 31 and 60 days would 


be required for AVCO, the letter 
stated, “the entire sale and trans- 
fer of this station was as effec- 
tively denied as if the Commission 
had refused to permit it.” In the 
meantime, KMED grew from a 1 
kw to a 5 kw station, its competi- 
tive and network position changed, 
and according to counsel, “it is 
now impossible for the parties to 
agree upon a new contract for the 
sale and transfer of this facility.” 

For a period of two years and 
nine months from the date the sale 
contract was first executed, the 
letter concluded, Gibson had 


$400,000 committed to the station 
owner, Mrs. W. J. Virgin, “to no 


result except an out-of-pocket cost 
to him of some $40,000.” 


Martin Block an Int'l 
Disk Jockey Via ‘Voice’ 


Martin Block, who next week 
starts his 15th year spinning plat- 
ters on WNEW, will become the 
first international disk jockey on 
the State Department’s “Voice of 
America.” 

Block will cut half-hour record- 
ings, which will be flown to various 
parts of the globe. Voice feels 





announced by Gordon C. Kinney, 
After 23 years with WGN, Kath- 
erine Gould Roche is stepping out 


as station’s home management com- | 
Cott, head of NAB’s Independent 


mentator, “June Baker.” Program, 
leaded with sponsors and toprated 
women’s show in Chi area, is being 
replaced Feb. 14 by Virginia Clark 
using the name of “Virginia 
Drake,” and with different format. 

Miss Roche joined WGN in 1926 
to make a statistical report on pro- 
gram preferences. She served as 
day director of WGN studios and 
in 1933 started the June Baker pro- 
gram. Her future plans after re- 
tirement on Feb. 11 include spend- 
ing some time on her farm in Mich- 
igan. 





20G MOD SHOW CONTRIB 
Chicago, Jan. 25. 


Morris B. Sachs Amateur Hour, 
oldest program of this type in the 


AC radio director, following ap- 
proval by the council’s board of 
directors. 

Sparkplug of project was Ted 


Stations Committee and WNEW, 


N. Y., program v.p. Cott gave the | 


council the indies’ beefs that the 


|nets get the stars and the glory, 


while the locals get only a con- 
fusing flood of requests for spots. 
In addition, indies get such a wel- 
ter of appeals they. don’t know 
which to highlight. 

The committee surveyed the 450 
indies in the NAB, getting more 
than 400 replies in favor of ac- 
cepting materials and allocations 
from the ad council. According to 
the plan, AC will send the 400 lo- 
cals a packet every month, includ- 
ing a week-by-week sked of top- 
priority public service campaigns, 
radio fact sheets and a bi-monthly 
bulletin listing worthy national or- 
ganizations whose drives are not 





country, raised over $20,000 for on the allocation calendar but are 

the March of Dimes last Sunday nevertheless acceptable. 

(23). Show featured talented; AC will also provide “tailored” 

crippled children, with top vote- material for the indies, give them 

getter being awarded a Kaiser car. consultation and advisory service 
Ruthrauff & Ryan produced. , by mail or phone, and urge all or- 


_data on the nets’ good works, Al- 
_though an individual broadcaster’s 
charity stint may nvt look like 
'much, indie reps feel, when data 
from 400 stations are totaled re- 
sults will be impressive. 

Effect of the plan is already be- 
-ing felt. Arthritis-rheumatism fund 
raisers have prepped a_ special 
|show for the indies featuring Bob 


Jack Eigen Sponsorship 


The Strauss Stores are dropping 
ithe Jack Eigen show over WINS, 
|N. Y., March 24. Show, emanating 
from the Copacabana, N. Y., covers 
a four-hour period starting at mid- 
night. William Warren agency, 
| representing Strauss, assigned no 
‘reason for cutting off the bank- 





| Hope, Frank Sinatra, Les Brown? rolling, but is shopping around for 


'Abe Burrows and Dorothy Shay, 
platter concluding with the line 
Mt caer as a public service by 

e 
U. S.” Cancer fund is also work- 
ing on show with similar credits. 

Some programs will be formatted 


with time for local cut-ins, giving | 


charities good plug on the grass 
roots level. Additionally, indies 


'will be able to go to public serv- | 


ice organizations saying, in effect, 
“you've been given a priority allo- 
cation, we’re at your service, now 


give us a show on a par with the | 


nets.” 

Concept of the indies as a co- 
hesive group may have commercial 
significance, with agencies 
‘sponsors learning pulling power of 
the non-affiliates. 


independent stations of the. 


/another show. Strauss also dropped 
‘the Lou Fisher disk jockey stint 
following Eigen. 

Eigen show is rated as one of 
‘the top early morning programs, 


getting a myriad of cuffo guests | 


from the Copa Lounge. 

Songstress Monica Lewis is cur- 
rently subbing for Eigen, who is 
,on a Florida vacation. 





CONE’S CHI HONOR 
Chicago, Jan. 25. 


short-waving would lower quality 
of reception. To English-speaking 
‘nations such as Britain, Ireland, 
‘India and Australia, Block’s tran- 
scriptions will be sent as is. How- 
‘ever, for French, Spanish, Portu- 
/guese and other overseas listeners, 
foreign language versions will be 
prepared, including portions of 
-Block’s English commentary. 

| Disks will feature guests and 
‘stress hot jazz, as lyrics don’t mean 
much to listeners abroad. First 
batch of foreign transcriptions 1S 
slated for Radiodiffusion Francaise, 
official French net. 





| ‘Barn Dance’ to ABC 


| “The National Barn Dance,” 
which has been on the air 15 years, 
‘most of the time on NBC, will be 
heard on a network of ABC sta- 
tions in the west and midwest, 
| Starting March 19. 


and | 


Fairfax Cone, board chairman of| For the past year the airer, which 
Foote, Cone & Belding, was elected mixes folk tunes, cowboy ballads 
‘to Community Fund Board of Di-' and pop songs, has been heard lo- 
rectors. cally on WLS, Chicago. ‘Barn 

He'll head up a year round cam- | Dance” will be sponsored by Phil- 
paign committee in overall charge | lips Petroleum on 68 ABC stations. 
of Fund drive. ;Lambert & Feasley is the agency: 
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The Old Order Changes 


One of the more astonishing aspects of the current “radio fright” 
attending the TV upsurge is the revolutionary change in thinking, 
and sweeping compromises, particularly on network policy, in a 
bid to retain AM’s status quo as long as possible. 

The things permissible on network radio today were strictly in 
the “undreamed of” realm as recent as a year ago. The succession 
of counter-plugs and mention of rival networks on comedy shows 
on the byplay attending the capital gains maneuvers is but one 
evidence of letting down the bars. NBC’s willingness to permit 
stars to transcribe their programs (CBS is already doing it) repre- 
sents a far cry from the days when the two major webs clung to 
the contention that live programming was the basic element that 
kept the networks flourishing; “take that away and you don’t need 
networks.” 

And perhaps more disturbing than anything else—you can buy 
cream time on all the webs, including NBC. 


Indie Stations Get Mike F right As 
Competish, TV Talk Menace Billings 


Significant of the times is the+ 
ncereasing apprehension among in-| eye 
rm station operators, particularly | Bilingual Buttress 
in tele-conscious New York, on) As an indication of how 
future billings. The fact that Jan-| some indie stations are trying 
vary has been a_ below-normal to stave off TV inroads on 
month on sales is viewed with | listeners and biz, at least one 
something more than the per-usual| N. Y. station is in the process 
alarm, with some taking the posi-; of revamping its whole pro- 
tion “this is it; from hereon in| gramming format. 
let’s prepare for the inevitable.” WLIB, the Dorothy Thack- 


: 2y-owned Manhattan station 

The indie operator in the Man-| 76y-OWee on tae elt inte 

hattan area finds himself virtually | 2 — eer gp vn 

completely surrounded by TV talk; | operation, with manager Her- 
it’s become depressing to him. He | P ‘ 


























gees the signs. posted, too, in the | man Bess inviting billings on 
terrific competition for biz among launched Spanish programs 
the stations. He sees how listening and is identifying itself more 
has fallen off at night when the and more as a bilingual, with 
bigtime TV entrants appear before | some taking the position that 
the cameras. He hears, too, of how “ me: 3 : 
the opening of the co-ax to the there'll always be a place for 
midwest was accepted with some- the bilingual radio station. 
thing akin to the same excitement | 
and peri ag as Rage 4 md) >| (’ b 
road coming through to the mid- | 
west, with the attendant spread of €CCa S ros y 
apprehension to the indie oper- | : 
ators in other parts of the country. | e e 
As one N. Y. indie manager put | 
it: “Let’s not kid ourselves. The | Nixes CRC Coin 
handwriting’s posted. We can 
shout all we want about radio’s Although Bing Crosby becomes 
continued place in the sun, but’ a Columbia network personality in 
when it comes to nighttime habits, | the fall, he’s taken all necessary 
the sooner we reconcile ourselves precautions in his negotiations 
to the fact that tele is more and | with CBS’ Bill Paley to keep the 
more grabbing off our audiences, | cypsidiary Columbia Records com- 
the better off we'll be. We're only pjetely out of the picture. For 
postponing the inevitable. | Crosby's Decca affiliation is some- 
ithing else again — and neither 
Paley nor Columbia Kecords can 
WNYC Five-Man Film have any part of it. 
U : P T l | When Paley acquired Jack _ 
i'ny and Amos ’n’ Andy, it involve 
mnt to roduce c1€ |payment of coin from the = 
by CBS stockholder setup, whic 
Shows for N. Y. Sta ions takes in the recording subsidiary. 
WNYC, N. Y., municipally-owned However, in the Crosby acquisition, 
station, is prepping for video oper- it’s specified that only Columbia 
ations. AM-FM outlet has plans to | Broadcasting money be involved. 
— one film unit to 
produce video programs for the 
city’s TV stations. Tuners Who Span 3 Shows 
Plans, which call for a five-man 
staff, will be submitted in the near Must Stay for Season, 
future to the city’s Board of Esti- 
mate. As pencilled-in, staff would 
include TV supervisor, cameraman, | 
audio man, electrician and pro-, __ Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
ducer. The unit would operate un-| _ Hearkening to sidemen’s beefs 
der the Municipal Broadcasting that they were being arbitrarily 
System, headed by City Radio Di-| dropped at one of ee 
rector Seymo ’ /agency men or temperamental lead- 
those mentioned a ge ers, AFM Local 47 has ruled that 
Possible head of Gotham’s film unit 29Y sideman or contractor hired 
is Clifford Evans, former WLIB for the first three of a series of 
commentator and ex-WHLI public Commercial chain broadcasts must 
affairs veepee. | be retained throughout the season. 
In the past Siegel has been ap-| Union interprets a season as con- 
proached by most TV stations in| sisting of 39 weeks, except in cases 
the city for programs dealing with of programs which continue under 
municipal affairs. The video unit Sponsorship through the summer. 
would provide the telecasters with 5 ren are classed as 52-stanza 
programs on safety, i | shows. ; 
and information gh por tbecncomd Edict, promulgated without con- 
such as market reports. In addi- Sultation with agencies or sponsors, 
tion, unit would cover special holds that if a musician does a 


events such as the Golden Jubilee, Satisfactory Job for three consecu-_ 


Parades and expositions. tive programs there is no reason 


If the city solons give their a : 
Proval, production +e Sime can on der the ukase, however, there's 


under way in a month or two. ‘nothing to keep a sponsor from 
: — primary purpose is to “ropping a batoneer. 

‘anslate government i 

people can understand. the anit UAW STATION IN DET. PREEM 
will also help publicize New York Detroit, Jan. 25. 
as industrial center and _ tourist UAW station made its debut 
mene Recently the city’s com- Sunday (23). 

Y ‘ce Commissioner urged New Program tests were broadcast 
ork to embark on big publicity from 4 to 8 p.m. on WDET, new 





(rive to attract more tourist biz.; FM radio station of the UAW. 





FEEL PAY SCALE 
IN BOTH MEDIUMS 





| 

ielement in 
| bracket actor, writer, director and 
| producer—is caught in the tele- 


| tion, 


| (which is all part of the TV fright 
| era 
|shave AM costs to help defray the 
| video freight) is taking its toll on 


Coast AFM Local Rules 


'why he shouldn't be retained. Un-| 


A major segment of the creative 
radio—the 


vision squeeze. 

The transitional period finds 
him in a precarious financial posi- 
confronted with the dilem- 
ma of accepting radio assigments 
for a fee that adds up to peanuts 
in contrast to the coin intake of 


|a couple years back, or completely 
| breaking with AM for the fling 
|into video. 
| ter, 
' even less. 


If he chooses the lat- 
the compensation today is 


The economic cutbacks in radio 


and the determination to 


jthe creative middle guy almost 
|right down the line. Acting assign- 
ments in radio are more scarce. 
With the word passed on to 
iscripters to “tighten up on char- 


| acters,” programs are now using 
|four and five thesps, where seven 
jor eight were given employment 


before, the expedient of “dou- 
bling” now being a common prac- 
tice. Save for the handful of top- 
shelf writers fortified with 52-week 
contracts, the radio scripter has 
|the alternative today of accepting 
|$75 and $100 today (for a job that 
\fetched him $200 in the past) or 
|giving it the nix. The job avail- 
|abilities for directors and _ pro- 
|ducers also encompass pay checks 
'far below the standard applicable 
|to 1946 and 1947. 


| With tele costs mounting and 
{the inevitability of sponsor coin 
|being siphoned from radio for the 
| plunge into tele, the squeeze vic- 
tims in the creative field are rec- 
onciled to the fact that the AM 
picture will grow increasingly 
gloomy. That’s why many today 


have decided to throw in the AM | 


sponge and jump on the TV band- 
wagon. They know that, for at 
least a couple of years, they won’t 
grow richer transferring their tal- 
ents into the video medium, but 


figure that since they’re getting» 


it in the neck anyhow, they might 


as well establish a foothold as. 


sight-and-sound creators and be 
ready when the big payoff comes. 


NBC Stars Get 
Tape Go-Ahead 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Further substantiating NBC’s 
| willingness to drop its taboo on 
recorded shows, Charles R. Den- 
|ny, exec veepee of the network, 
and veepee John Royal have told 


Ozzie and Harriet, Eddie Cantor, 
Al Jolson and Ed Gardner (“Duf- 
fy’s Tavern’), among others, that 
if it’s okay with the sponsors and 
the talent, NBC will agree to tape- 
record their programs. 








Move follows on the heels of 


capitulation on 


CBS’ complete 


transcribing of shows (Bing Cros- | 


by continues taking the tape route 
when he moves from ABC to Co- 
lumbia in the fall). 

NBC’s go-ahead comes as hap- 
py news to grousing talent that 
has long envied Crosby, Groucho 
Marx (ABC) 
recorded shows. 


ion here among top talent as to 
whether _non-live shows are 
good for radio as a whole. Jack 
Benny, for one, says he'll stay live 
|regardless; that he’s being paid 
for a topical show and doesn’t 
think it fair (either to the sponsor 
or the listener) to record a show 
three or four weeks in advance. 
As far as Benny is concerned, it’s 
bad showmanship and he main- 
tains that inevitably it must hurt 
ithe stars. 


7% 
bs 


middle- 


and other kindred 


However, there is divided opin- 





‘NBC Extends Its Welcome Mat To 


Norman Corwin, Columbia’s Gem 


+ Norman Corwin for years Co- 
|lumbia Broadcasting’s No. 1 pres- 
| tige boy, may wind up in the NBC 
{columns this season. Corwin has 
| just arrived east from the Coast 
| with his wife, Katherine Locke, 
for production of his first Broad- 
way play and to discuss his future 
preem” via video soon. plans in radio. 

Corwin’s contract with CBS ex- 
pired at the end of °48 and al- 
| though he’s had conversation with 

Columbia’s board chairman, Wil- 
liam S. Paley, during the latter’s 
Coast visit over the past couple of 


. 
U.S. Steel Nixes — 
OVINE OL WUC preter Comin, sytches a 


or signs up 
again with CBS. Main bone of 
contention on the CBS deal is said 
to be subsid rights and length of 
contract. 

Corwin, it’s known, has been hud- 
dling with Ken Dyke, NBC admin- 
istrative veepee in charge of pro- 
gramming, since his arrival east 
the latter part of last week. NBC, 
for one, would consider it a feath- 
er in its cap if in could land Cor- 
win as part of its new bid for 
house-built programming emin- 
ence in the wake of top comic de- 
sertions. 





NBC Dances 
Songwriter Kurt Maier has 
written a new BMI tune called 
“NBC Polka.” It’s built around 
the network's chimes. 
NBC is giving it a 


“world 








U. S. Steel has decided to con- 
tinue to throw in its lot with ABC 
network on its Sunday night 60-| 
minute airer, “Theatre Guild of | 
the Air,” with NBC thus losing 
out in a bid to capture the show 
and plug the 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
sustaining hole. 

U. S. Steel board of directors 
met yesterday (Tues.) but report 
is that the directorate’s mind was 
even made up in advance to string 
along with ABC, despite the fact | 
|that NBC prexy Niles Trammell 
himself made the presentation for 


the switchover. . 
canine aoa achaus is now, WNBC Airs an Apology 
To Forrestal for Ad Lib 
Crack on ‘Author’. Show 


opens up when Sterling Drugs can- 
WNBC, N. Y., last Sunday (23) 


cels out on its “Manhattan Mer- | 
ry-Go-Round” musical. } 
There’s one consolation for NBC, | 
whose execs are breathing easier | 

aired an apology to Defense Secre- 

| tary James Forrestal for an ad lib 

| remark that Forrestal had a major 

financial interest in a cartel con- 


over the decision of Rexall to stay 
put with its 7:30 Phil Harris-Alice 

trolling I. G. Farben, the German 
chemical trust. 


Faye program rather than move 
According to WNBC, the re- 


it over to CBS. 
Deadline for Rexall to serve no- 
tice of cancellation for the web ex- 
pired last Friday (21), but none | 
was forthcoming, thus assuring an mark was made by Ira Hirschmann, 
author of “The Embers Still Burn,” 
who was defending his book on 
| “Author Meets the Critics.” Shortly 
|after the broadcast, NBC prexy 


automatic renewal. Show looks set 

on NBC for the balance of the 
Niles Trammell received a call from 
John T; Cahill, whose firm, Cahill, 


season. 
Local Brewer Taking Three sonn 1:‘canin, whose sem, Cahi 
; / & n as 
Drama Shows on WOR,N.Y., represented , both Forrestal : and 
On ‘Run of Station’ Basis wet wee immadiabely called 


Trammell, 
WOR, N. Y., has wrapped a_| Stone, owner of “Author,” and Jim 
/package of three shows for a lo- | Gaines, manager of NBC owned- 
cal brewery, first time one malt- | and-operated stations. Following 
ee > _ will be nik toe a _ WNBC anc gg = ned 
sented on the airwaves wi at its p.m. newscast to air the 
— ot tae dramatic stanzas. | apology. The statement pointed 
nusual gimmick in the deal is | out that the broadcast was ad lib 
fact that the — pe — and that participants express their 
on a “run o e station” basis. | own views. 
| Programs will be aired on week “Mr. Forrestal has informed 
— ——— nomnece 4 and | NBC that these statements are 
: p.m., which is network Op-| false,” the apology continued. 
tion time, but with no specific slot | “NBC regrets that these state- 
| guaranteed. Dramas will be spot-| ments were made and offers to 
ted originally in an open period | the Secretary of Defense its pro- 
and will be shuffled to another day |found apology. Mr. Hirschmann 
or another slot whenever Mutual has been shown the foregoing 
a Ahn ny are two tran a — — ot ~ 
-| sources on information were in- 
scribed packages from Hollywood, correct.” 
os eee pale Pin ode mg aabareting sidelight is that the 
, -| confab was going on during re- 
| atization of the columnist’s yarns. | hearsals ag og TV Jenea of 
Third airer, “Charlie Chan,” will “Author.” Show started at 8 p.m. 
be a live origination from New | with Hirschmann’s seat empty, but 
= programmers advised the | ji — yo tm ™ eur" 
| three minutes afterwards. No ref- 
brewer to take the adventure-type | erence to the charge was made on 
mellers, pointing out that this kind the WNBT show. 
of show pulls a male audience| Hirschmann, who is head of 
with strong impact. Sponsor, who WABF, New York FM station, told 
has the papers on his desk for ink- | Variety he had nothing to add to 
ing, has had experience with news | the NBC statement. His book is 
shows in the past. based on his trip to inspect DP 


camps in Germany in 1946, as per- 
CBS’ ‘Yours Truly’ 


sonal emissary of UNNRA chief 
With Coca-Cola dropping the 


| Fiorello LaGuardia. 
J Froman-P Faith CBS, Spo 
aneel, ‘the neteant ean whipped | Deems Tay lor nsored 
On Over 100 Stations 


up a new private eye show called 
“Yours Truly, Johnny Dolan” to; 
Chicago, Jan. 25. 
Highgrale Food Products, 


take over the Friday night 10:30) 

slot. It’s scheduled for a Feb. 18) 

preem and will originate from through Maxwell Dane agency, is 

Hollywood. It will be directed by sponsoring Deems Taylor Concerts 
on WOR, New York, WPEN, Phila- 
delphia, WNAC, Boston, CKLW, 


Dick Sanville. 
Network is yanking “Romance” 
Detroit and WBEN, Buffalo. 
Taylor show is now spensored 


out of the 10:30 Saturday morning 
on more than 100 stations. 




















slot and reviving the “Escape” 
, dramatic stanza as a replacement. 
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R. PAUL 
ith Russell Thorson, Peggy Web- 
per, Janet Logan, Gloria Gordon, 
Vic Perrin, Sam Edwards, Jean 
Olivet, Bob Holton, Willard Wa- 
terman, Henry Blair 
Director: Gil Faust 
Writer: Virginia Crosby 
15 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 11 a.m, 
Sustaining 
NBC, from Hollywood 
This Hollywood-produced soaper 
appears to have the virtues and 
most of the vices of the usual run 
of daytime dramas. According to 
its own admission, it is “radio’s 


FAMILY CLOSEUP 
With Betty Garde, Martin Wolfson, 
Bethel Leslie; music, Bernard 
Green 
Writer: Abram S. Ginnes 
Producer-director: Martin Andrews 
30 Mins.; Sun., 5 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC, from New York 
“Family Closeup” represents an 
honest attempt of ABC, in coopera- 
tion with the Jewish Family Serv- 
ice, to prébe the underlying rea- 
sons behind the public’s personal, 
marital and parental problems. In 
a well conceived half-hour airer, 





wonderful story of love and service 


to humanity,” which seems like a | 
field of dramatics which can en-|jies and individuals have trapped 


compass any situation and develop- 
ment liked by the housewife. 
Opening stanza (24) sounded 
romising. Show starts off in a 
Frisco hospital with a tiff between 
a virtuous nurse and her runaround 


'themselves with their own tragic 


the series boils down case histories 
into living examples of how fami- 


| mistakes. : 

| Sixth installment as dramatized 
Sunday (23) touched on a couple’s 
\unwitting neglect of their adoles- 
jcent daughter. Intent upon things 


sister and segues into a scene be-|material the husband worked 
tween Dr. Paul and his ambitious | nights during the war while his 
and scheming wife who wants him | wife toiled days in order to pile up 
to desert the smalltown institution | coin for their own business. With 
or a fancy practice in New York. | mom and pop constantly away, the 


he announcer warns that distance | gir] never knew true parental love 
no barrier—fate is bound to 


. |and thus drifted away from them. 
ring them together. |While scripter Abram S. Ginnes 
Show promises some transcon-|was shooting at a good point, his 
tinental tantrums until that’s car-| characters in this particular in- 
ried out. From then on in, it$\ stance were almost unbelievably 
probably a battle by the virtuous | paive, 
nurse to reclaim the good medico | 





MUSIC 





nd 





PROUDLY WE HAIL 


With Audrey Totter; C. P. Mac-| 


Gregor; Wendell Niles 
Producer: MacGregor 
30 Mins., Sat., 3 p.m. 
U. S. ARMY AIR FORCE 
WOR, N. Y. 





: - agg ; Solution to the family’s difficul- 
from his wife and big-city ambi- |ties came when the trio sought the 
tions for a humanitarian role in| 4iq of a family consultation service. 
the sticks. ; i 'And that’s the purpose of the pro- | 

The cast sounds like a prize crop | gram—to show that treatment and | 
from an elocution school. “Dr. 





Paul” hits par for the daytime 
course, but can he compete against 
“Young Dr. Malone?” Jose, 


TIME AND HER LIFE 

With Pete French 

Producer - writer: Dorcas Ruthen- 
burg 

Director: Peter R. Disney 

60 Mins.; Sun., 9 p.m. (CST) 


lrents while Bethel 


| dilemmas is available to all denom- | 
|inations from the Jewish Family | 
Service, “one of several family | 
agencies in New York City.” | 

In “Family Closeup’s’” most re- 
cent shot, Betty Garde and Martin | 
Wolfson were effective as the pa- | 
Leslie regis- | 
tered as the headstrong, lonely | 
adolescent. Ginnes’ writing, while | 





Sustaining 
WHAS, Louisville 

Subject of this true story be- 
came frightened when her hus- 
band discovered a lump on her 
breast. Action begins with record- 
ed dialog in the home, later fol- 
lowing the case to the clinic for 
examination. Background of the 
woman is given in narrative form, 
tracing the history of cancer in her 
parents, etc. 

Complete case history is fol- 
lowed, from private interview with 
hospital physicians, then diagnosis, 
operation, and the report of the 
surgeon who operated. 

Then follows the natural ques- 
tion, “What happens now?” After 
18 days of X-ray treatments, the 
patient is ready for the prognosis. 
Doctor told her that in dealing 
with cancer, time is all important. 
That in the patient’s case, time was 
her life. 

Finale had the woman giving 

ef name and address. Facts were 
transcribed step “by step on the 


scene as the events took place, | 


over a period of several months. 
Kentucky Division of the Ameri- 
man Cancer Society cooperated, 
also St. Joseph Infirmary, doctors, 
nurses and technicians, many 
whose voices were heard on the 


program. | 


Show had swell job of direction 


hy Peter Disney, impersonal nar- | 


ration by Pete French, and writ- 
ing job by Dorcas Ruthenburg. 
Strictly not in the commercial idi- 
om this was a tremendous undertak- 
ing in public service, and while the 
subject of cancer of the breast 
might make some listeners wince, 
bringing the facts into the open | 
has been beneficial. Reports have | 
come to this reviewer that many 
of the town’s doctors were be- 
sieged by women on days follow- 
ing the cancer airing, for exam- 
inations of possible eancerous 
growths. 


Airing was a_ standout public 
service effort of the WHAS staff. 
Hold. 





THE WEEK IN REVIEW 
With Jim Healey 
15 Mins., Sun., 2 p.m. 
SAVE-THE-BABY 
WOKO-UNION BROADCASTING 

SYSTEM 

(George R. Nelson, Inc.) 

Twenty-seven stations in upstate | 
New York and in New England are | 
hooked together for the first time | 
as the Union Broadcasting System, 
to air a commentary by Jim 
Healey, veteran news analyst, pres- | 
ident-general manager of WOKO. 
and progenitor of the web. Healey | 
did a 30-minute review of the week 
Over a special and smaller net- 
work, from WSNY, for the cough- | 
croup manufacturer, several years 
ago. Present one has a similar. 
format, but eliminates the poetry- 
omens and a consideration of 
he week in the economic enter- 
tainment, musical and art worlds 
-—at least the initial shot did. 
Healey still uses an announcer as 
queryist—to break the voice 





monotony. Lyle Bosley paneeee | and approach, might be desirable. | Face.” 


(Continued on page 42) 


of | 


/and kitchen tips would probably be 


not exceptional in this instance, | 
gave indications of better efforts. | 
|Production values of Martin An- 
\drews were good as was the musi- 
|cal background supplied by Bern- 
ard Green. Although aired only 
via WJZ, understood the Jewish 
Family Service plans placing the 
show on other outlets on a co-op 
basis. Gilb. 





GET MORE OUT OF LIFE 
With Jane. Jordan, Sidney Walton, 

announcer 
Writer: Alice Gershon 
Director: Jacqueline James 
15 Mins: 11 a.m. Mon. thru Fri. 
WILLIAM H. WISE 
ABC, from New York 

(Thwing & Altman) 

This is substantially the same 
| Stanza heard locally on WOR, N. Y., 
|seven times a week. Sponsor has 
|found it successful and is airing it 
jnationally on ABC. Program is 
| listenable and offers valuable hints 
to thrift-wise wives, plugging the 
message “sew more, save more.” 
Jane Jordan, editor of sponsor’s 
“New Encyclopedia of Modern 
Sewing,” chats with announcer Sid- 
ney Walton, answers queries from 
listeners with money-saving tips. 
On show caught Monday (24) Miss 











Jordan told women how they could 
| whip up an entire ensemble for $20 
|—good air fare in these inflation 

However, although program was 
headlined as covering home fur- 
nishing and food as well as 
fashions, all hints on the preem 
broadcast concerned sewing. Un- 
derstandably, sponsor is plugging 
needlework, but a few decorating 


welcomed. Commercials are 
smooth and a hem-gauge premium 
is a Smart come-on offer, 





JOHN GONELLA 
15 Mins., Sun., 5 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WPTR, Albany 

The clivped accent and the 
slightly impersonal delivery of a 
former British Broadcasting Corp. 
announcer now ride the air waves 
from this old Dutch city, in a new 
Sunday afternoon program, Gon- 
nella, a Scotchman, had been a 
part-time newscaster since the 


10,000-watter made its debut last | 


August; he recently became a full- 
time employee. Most fittingly—in 
view of his service and travels in 


the Far East—Gonella chose the | 


Indonesian Republic squabble for 
the second commentary. 

He presented a clear, perceptive 
and searching analysis of 


tory of Dutch rule of Java and 
Sumatra. Both sides of the ques- 
tion were outlined, along wit 


New dramatic series over WOR, 
N. Y., is an excellent sales point. 
Slotted at 3 p.m., it appeals to the 
matinee soap opera trade, while 


‘advice for domestic and individual | having the added lure of a Coast 


film name: Judged by Saturday’s 
(22) opener, series is soundly 
scripted and produced, to stand on 
its own as entertainment. 

Opener on the series was a 
drama titled “The Templeton 
Castle,” with Audrey Totter as the 
star. Drama tells the story of an 
invalid woman who high-pressures 
a marriage for herself, then brings 


the law career of her husband to |} 
self-centered | 


ruin through her 
search for position and wealth. 
Miss Totter played the scheming 
dame with bite and conviction, and 
supporting cast was good. 

Series is transcribed. C. P. Mac- 
Gregor, its producer, spoke in a 
prolog to explain the series’ aims. 
Mid-program recruiting commer- 
cial was dignified, short and ef- 
fective. Bron. 


FOLLOW THE LEADER 
With Red Ingle; announcer, Lonnie 


Starr 
Producer: Ted Cott 
Director: Jack Grogan 
30 Mins.: Sat., 1 p.m. 

WNEW, N. Y. 

“Match your musical opinion 
with that of an orchestra leader” is 
the keynote of WNEW’s new audi- 
ence-participation Saturday after- 
noon disk jockey show. Format ap- 
pears to be a ingenious way of in- 
troing platters on what would or- 
dinarily be just another half-hour 
show oé recorded pops. Guest ba- 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Irving Mansfield shoving off to Florida for some sun and rest..,, 
CBS insiders wondering what’s happened to the veepee chevrons 
that were being readied for Harry Ackerman, the net’s Coast program 
head....Philip Morris, via, Cecil & Presbry agency, will probably 
make known its decision this week on whether to bankroll the Morey 
Amsterdam daytime show on CBS, auditioned a couple weeks back. 

Mack Millar in from the Coast for some’ exploitation on Eddie Cantor 
and Bob Hope....Phil Harris and Alice Faye trained in to N. Y. from 
Washington after their “Gala” appearance without waiting around for 
President Truman’s inauguration ceremonies. Matter of agency huddles 
and rehearsals for their N. Y.-originating show last Sunday cued the 


hasty D.C. retreat. 

WOV’s Anne Baldwin basking under the Florida sun... . Another boy 
—their second—born to the Al Durantes (J. Walter Thompson) at Hark. 
ness Pavillion last week. Named Jay....Cornwall Jackson in from the 
Coast for JWT huddles....Murray Harris, publicity director of WNBC- 
WNBT, promoted to post of director of advertising and promotion. He 
replaces Charles Vaill, who resigned last week. Harris’ spot taken over 
by Schuyler Chapin, who was field promotion supervisor....NBC- 
BBD&O still wondering how they got out 100 people for the Saturday 
morning brunch at 21 to fete Phil Harris and Alice Faye.... Richard 
Kane new-assistant to Dick Pack on WNEW -publicity, replacing Bert 
Briller, who left to join Varrety....Arthur Altschul has switched from 
the N. Y. Times newsroom to Jack Gould’s department to handle tele 
| for the Sunday section, cued to Times’ expansion in video coverage... 
| Forty-five WOR staffers headed by John Rudley have adopted three 
| war-orphaned children through the Foster Parents Plan. Two more 
| groups of 15 each are donated enough to add two more kids... . Martha 
| Deane packing her microphone and taking off for France and Middle 
| East via Air France for a fortnight in February....Roger Bower, vet 
| producer, has taken over directorial chores on WOR’s “Bill Williams 
| Show”....Bert Harkins, WOR engineering exec, celebrated his 20th 

year with station last week....Raphael Hayes moves from NBC to 
| WINS continuity dept....Jack (Juvenile Jury) Barry sporting a juvenile 
nose....Chester Rhodes has joined staff of Dudley, Anderson & Yutzy, 
public relations counselors, as radio producer and writer. He was for- 
| merly assistant program director at WGAY, Washington, D. C. 


Radio commentator Linton Wells and his wife, aviatrix Fay Gillis to 
| San Juan and St. Thomas for vacation....Concert pianist Earl Wild, 
‘featured soloist on ABC’s “Piano Playhouse” and “Coffee Concert,” 
will give a keyboard recital at Carnegie Hall Jan. 29....John Stanley 
| added to cast of “Backstage Wife”....Henry Morgan on the NBC Sun- 
| day night agenda....Anne Russell, femme half of the “Anne and Bill 
| Russell” WOR midnight show which preems from Reubens bistro on 
| Feb. 14, gets a big video buildup via WJZ-TV starting Feb. 10. She’ll 
| be featured on “Market Melodies,” cross-the-board program, two hours 
ia day....WOR’s annual sales meeting set for Feb. 1, with sales, pub- 
| licity, program and research staffs and Hub, Chi and D. C. reps joining 
to outline ’49 sales goals....Ted Brown, ex-WOR announcer, switching 
to WNEW....Over 900 stations have been lined up to carry the newest 
'transcribed show packaged by the Citizens Committee for Displaced 
Persons. Titled “Arrival of the Delayed Pilgrims,” program was writ 
ten by Pete Lyon, produced by Ted Hudes and directed by Frank 
| Papp. Ben Grauer is narrator. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... . 


C. E. Hooper in town to make a few contacts and restore Don Lee to 
| his subscription list....George Burns has his opening ready should he 
| return to vaude. It goes like this: “A funny thing happened to me on 
|the way to NBC. I passed CBS and no one made me an offer’.... 
| Neil McDonald, radio publicist, tangled with a speeding auto and laid 
, up at home with leg and hip injuries... Peggy Wood named public re- 
rations director of Zeder-Talbott agency, now expanding its Coast oper- 
ations with the acquisition of two beverage accounts... .Jim and Marian 
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toner for session caught Saturda ; 
(22) was Red Ingle ne eh prnerted | Jordan (“The McGees”) go serious on Feb. 3 broadcast of Suspense in 


stand at the Village Barn, N. Y.,/a dramatic piece called “Back Seat Driver”’....Herb Shriner’s Alka- 
came in for more than a passing | Seltzer show is now airing on the Coast. ...John Swallow, a stranger to 
reference. | the local scene after years as a top program exec, came to town to put 
Of some six tunes turntabled, lis- on a March of Dimes special, which Phil Cohan produced... . After long 
teners were to record the titles in absence due to illness, Mark Warnow takes up the baton again to score 
order of their own preference and | and conduct Harry Ackerman’s new CBS mystery series, ‘Yours Truly, 
mail their choices to the station. | Johnny Dollar”’....Jimmy Stewart, who long shied away from radio, 
The five dialers whose selections | admits he kinda likes it now and wants CBS to whip up a comedy series 
— oe jibe with those‘of Ingle | for him....“Lynn Looks At Hollywood,” 15-minute cross-the-board 
oa i. a “ oo disk | commentary on KHJ, the Mutual-Don Lee outlet, renewed for another 
e maestro for “folowing | 13.week cycle by Metro. Show has rated kudoes for projecting the 





but in vi f th i 

oe SE Se meme, prunes | Broadway she was known as Lynn Canter) does the commentary. 
sents an ideal means of stimulating 
al outley. Announcer Lonnie Starr , press-radio-video in Chi Heart Assn. campaign....Warbler Joanell 
tied in with, “This is the leader, | Jack Benny’s covered wagon on nation-wide tour for polio fund, reached 


the | 
present situation and the past his- | 


the leader.” j 4 

ape y P : warm, human side of Hollywood news rather than the conventional 
Basic idea is all very lightweight, | what-marriage-is-at-the-breaking-point chitchat. Lynn Castile (on 

and probable cuffo guest stints ot 

the stick-swishers, the show repre- 

listener interest in early afternoon IN CHICAGO : : : 

platter programs for only a nomin- Don Kelley, WBBM public relations director, named chairman for 

kept things moving briskly and | James in lead on “Music From the Heart Of America” debut Feb. 3.... 

final station break enterprisingly | William Boyne new general manager of Zenith Radio Corp., N. Y..... 

WNEW, your favorite station for 

music etc...” Gilb. 








BABY TALK 

With Jerry Lee, Dick Perry, Mel- 
| Vin Winters, Bill McReynolds 

| Writers: Lee, Perry 

'15 Min., Sat., 8:45 a.m. 

| WOAI, San Antonio 

There have been many programs 
|for and by children, but this one 
|has a new approach to the sub- 
ject. The entire program is han- 
died by men and is their view- 
/point of their and other offspring 
'in. general. 
Perry, both adlibbers of the first 
degree, bandy sprightly and infor- 
/mal remarks about the small fry, 


| their doings and sayings, with 


its | 


every now and then a serious hint 


Jerry Lee and Dick | 


probable implications for the| 0 child care wrapped up in a. 
United States in Japan and other  S™Mall capsule, easy to take. 
Far East countries. Gonella’s|. Format of the program includes 


script was splendidly written. He bright sayings of children sent in 
| possesses a good voice, fine diction | by proud parents for prizes. 
;and an apparently sound back-| On the program caught, sugges- 
ground. The English accent pre- tions offered where and how to 
sumably will not be a drawback for bathe a baby, and how to induce 
intelligent listeners. A closer bond | junior to take his first solid food. 
_ with his audience, in phraseology| Theme song _ is naturally “Baby 
Show is smartly paced, en- 


Jaco, ‘tertaining and instructive, Andy. 


Chi Thurs. (20)....WBBM producer Bill Seymour in radio discussion of 
Lombard (Ill.) Parent-teachers assn....WMAQ’s Jim Hurlbut hosted 
Mayor Martin Kennelly Sun. (23) on “Report To the People”... . Nadine 
Martines of Biggie Levin production office recouping at Wesley hospital 
....Seven-day series on blue baby operation started Mon. 24) by “It’s 
Your Life”. ...Frances Normal with Maraleita Dutton Associates doing 
special promotion for Radio Talent, Inc.....WIND’s Rey Blanco and 
family back from Memphis vacash.... Andy Christian, Charles Romine 
and June Marlowe took bows when “Melody Lane” copped grand prize 
in retail advertising for sponsor Wieboldt Stores. ... WBBM production 
manager Al Morey on biz jaunt west....Helen Schoppert back on the 
WIND musicians’ staff....WGN commentator Paul Nielson taking con- 
sular attache berth in Indonesia....Bob Livingston, WBBM sales rep, 
_home from Gotham on biz....Rex Allen, WLS singer, inked seven-year 
contract with Republic. First pic skedded March 1....Bee Schooler 
| moderating “Let’s Talk It Over” series, WJJD-Sun-Times public ser- 
'vicer....WBBM’s Radio Sales traded visits last week with Carl Burk- 
land, general manager, stopping here and western manager Gordon 
|Hayes going New Yorkward. 


Warbler Billy Leach debuts five-minute series over WBBM Valentine 

ay....Two more agencies in A. C. Nielson fold: Kenyon & Eckhardt 
and Ruthrauff & Ryan....Gene Autry airs from WBBM Sat. (29) on 
stopover....David Krause, radio writer for local station, honored 4s 
“blind student showing greatest intellectual achievement of year’.--- 
I. E. Showerman and Gene Hoge of NBC central 4’ vision visited Minne- 
apolis on biz last week....Hirsch Clothing renewed tab pickup 00 
Two Ton Baker and “The Passing Parade” for year... Shirley Decker; 
former WBBM trafficker, will become Mrs. Freidell March 19... .NBC 
press chief Jack Ryan bedded with cold last week....Jim Mahoney, 
MBS station relations manager, to Gotham on biz....NBC spot _ 
man William Brewer sparked vocational forum at McHenry county aa 
school....Horace Schwerin of the research company here last wee 
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Tele Sets Hit 1,000,000 Mark 


Number of television sets in the U. S. as of Jan. 1 numbered 


approximately 1,000,000. 


Of these 932,500 were concentrated in 
the 30 cities which now have 52 stations on the air. 


Rest of them 


were in other cities, which expect TV in the immediate future. 


Metropolitan N. Y. continued far 


in the lead, with 410,000 sets in- 


stalled, according to the compilation of the NBC research division. 
Following is the city-by-city breakdown: 





CITY NO. OF STATIONS NO. OF SETS 
New York ...ceeesseeeevevees eae ae 410,000 
Philadelphia ....-.-esceesseeeeeeeens 3 102.000 
Los AMgeleS ..cccceesecccercecescess 5 79.600 
Chicago ....- err CT Ce CEE CTE COT 4 52.000 
Baltimore ...ee+-+-+-- Sa ee ee 3 35,600 
Boston ...-- een a CCAS PEDO OCD eRe es e 2 35.300 
Detroit ...... See wosens chide owes soto, © 32.000 
Washington ..cccreeesereece: ib) Sadie . 30,500 
Cleveland ...cccceecccereessees atone af 22.300 
New Haven ...--. jebastedeoes enoe  S 17,200 
St. Louis ...cccccceess frtivwetbihoms - 15,500 
Milwaukee .....++-0-08-. Piuwelesedese: a 14.200 
Schenectady ....6++++- Miiwesee vee - 13,800 
Cincinnati ..... Peeuas wens Sine Waa on 1 11,800 
Buffalo .....-ccccccccccccccvccccces pie 9,900 
Minn.-St. Paul ......... a are eee og 9,200 
Richmond ..... Pe eee AP or » 1 5.700 
MeleGO ...sccccccercicccccccccceves i oS 5.100 
Atlanta .....-ceccresercvcseesccecene 1 5.000 
Gan FYANCISCO ..-ccccscccccccvcsces a 3,500 
New Orleans ..... eh ere ey ert Ty ver 3 3,500 
SMM. . ci occcsescecccecssseces » 3 3,500 
MOMMIES 2 cha cee cet ede Fev be 60% ‘ 1 3,000 
ID, cite'o.a oo e Gani es sos s SRE 00 00 Tn 2,500 
SS SCSI RPT ee eee Cre 1 2,500 
Memphis ...cccccccscvccvcvens ve cer i 2,200 
ES le ee een er ae eee eee ee 1 2.100 
ee Se OEY 1h. 5:k-4.0.60 64 04.0660 0668 1 1,700 
GYTBCUSE 2... ccc cccccrccrscrereveces 1 1,000 
Albuquerque ... .cccccccccrereces » rina 300 
Ns a ee seh eaked ene een 52 932,500 
Other Cities— 
EEN 3. 5.6 4:570,3. 04-6 o aE OS OOO 4.900 
es bs eked CORKS HORE RE 3,500 
0 A errr er re eer ee ee re a ao 1,400 
0 EAS errr etre ree ee - 1,000 
SF rrrarcra ae oars cre wa are a 300 
ENGIANANO]IS 2s .cccccscecvccsorcccese on 300 
OSS errr es err eer eT ee ee a 56,100 
TO boc ac ahi w w0 oe eel tee eo ele ey 1,000,000 








Kine Prints Seen as Important in TY 
Even When Networks Develop Fully 


Kinescope recordings, 
mainly by the television webs until 
now for networking shows to non- 
interconnected affiliates, will have 
a definite place in TV’s future, 
even when live networking -facili- 
ties are fully developed. The 
filmed recordings have been found 
so valuable, according to web 
spokesmen, that they'll continue to 
be used in every way that AM ra- 
dio now uses transcriptions. 

Pointing up the webs’ current 
emphasis on recordings, CBS en- 
gineering veepee William B. Lodge 
deciared at the CBS-TV clinic in 
N. Y. last weekend that CBS now 
uses 31 miles of film in its record- 
ings each week—or more than the 
combined feature output of Holly- 
wood. Figure includes only tran- 
scriptions, involving either shows 
sent to other stations or auditions. 
Their similarity to radio tran- 
scriptions is emphasized in the lat- 
ter use. 

Indicative of the emphasis put 
On recordings is the situation at 
ABC. According to transcription 
chief L. A. Ruddell, the web now 


farms out film transcriptions of 10. 


Philip Morris In 
Full-Scale Bow 


i In addition to its triphammered 
Johnny” TV spot campaign, 
Philip Morris is all set for a full- 
fledged entry into television pro- 
sramming. Oddly enough, it has 
latched on to two NBC personali- 
ties—Tex McCrary and Jinx Falk- 
enburg—for a once-weekly CBS 
half-hour nighttime show. Con- 
trary to general belief, the NBC 
exclusive on the Mr. and Mrs. team 
o€s not apply to video, only AM 
an show is still in preparation, 
1 \ no definite format set as yet. 

‘€ night and time period has also 





to be selected, 


‘ Biow agency is currently work- 
1$ Out the details. 


used? 





Byfield, Jr., East for TV 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Ernie Byfield, Jr., radio and 
television exec here for the last 
several years, heads to New York 
this week to serve as an assistant 
to NBC television program chief 
Norman Blackburn. 

Byfield is the latest of several 
Hollywoodites brought to NBC’s 
tele department by Blackburn, who 
himself was formerly Coast veepee 
of the J. Walter Thompson ad 
agency. 


Philco Playhouse’ 
Status in Doubt: 
1266 Over Budget 


Future status of the “Philco Tel- 
| evision Playhouse.” one of the 
i|most costly series 
'legiters, remained in a confused 
state this week, with the show Vari- 
‘ously r@ported to be cancelling out, 
i'moving from NBC-TV to CBS or 
only getting ready to take a sum- 
mer hiatus. Philco veepee James 
Carmine and H. Pierson Mapes, 
head of the Hutchins agency. which 
handles the account, are due back 
in N. Y. from the Coast next week 
to set the final decision. 

Originally budgeted at about 
$11,000 weekly, the hour-long Sun- 
day night show has run consid- 
erably over that almost from the 
$tart and is now reported to be 
$126,000 over the budget since its 
preem. Indicative of the costly pro- 
duction is the fact that “Cyrano 
de Bergerac,” most ambitious play 
presented in the series, cost the 
bankroller over $23,000. Rising 
costs are attributed to the heavier 
price that Philco is now forced 
to spend for rights to the plays, 
' (Continued on page 40) 





of television | 








| 


Bearing out the old maxim that 
familiarity breeds contempt, the 
fifst qualitative study yet made on 
television viewer reaction to TV 
performers and programs has con- 
firmed the belief that a too-familiar 
face, no matter how entertaining at 
first, may become irritating through 
constant viewing. 

Typical of the actual comments 
made by set owners surveyed by 
“The Continuing Study in Televi- 
|sion Homes,” new research group 
iconcentrating on depth interviews, 
lis: “Milton Berle is okay but you 
lean get tired of him, too.” Other 
iviewers raised similar pointed ob- 


\jections to such current tele stars | 


as Wendy Barrie, Dennis James 
and Ed Sullivan. 
the same reaction 
commercials, one viewer panned 
the Philip Morris “Johnny” spot 
with the observation that Johnny's 
appearance and voice, when fed too 
|often, can become “offensive.” 

Fact that Berle, star of 
TV’s “Texaco Star Theatre,”’ 


holds true for 


has 


consistently held down the top tele | 


Hooperating with a figure never 
| approached by radio shows indi- 
leates such comments by viewers 
may be few and far between. 
ithe statement was volunteered by 
ithe viewer with no planting of the 
|question. Thus, 
tend to consider 
straw in the wind. 

“Continuing Study,” now offer- 
ing its services to subscribers, 
makes 50 case studies among TV 
families each week under supervi- 
sion of James’ E. Jump & Associ- 
ates. Entire family is encouraged 
‘to talk about pertinent matters up- 
|permost in their minds. Each in- 
iterview is reported as nearly ver- 
|batim as possible. 

Nix Ovedone Plugs 

Survey reveals that viewers have 
a definite antipathy to too many 
commercials in a show. One viewer 
stated that the Ed Sullivan show 
(“Toast of the Town”) is “‘inter- 
rupted entirely too often for com- 
mercials.”’ According to another 
set owner: “The Texaco commer- 
cials rank with the best, since they 
season them with a bit of humor. 
The Ed Sullivan show isn’t like 
that—Ray Morgan (announcer) is 

(Continued on page 38) 


PROSER STEPS INTO TV; 
SEVERAL SHOWS SET 


Monte Proser. operator of the 
Copacabana, N. Y. nitery, has gone 
into the video-packaging business 
and has lined up several shows. 


it as at least a 





One of them will be called “Copa- | 


‘cabana Revue.” a musical with top 
‘cafe and vaude acts. Other pro- 
| grams include “Slice of Life.” with 
narration by Quentin Reynolds, 
and another to be done on film and 
live will be “Punch Lines,” 
ing on provocative subjects. Proser 
has assigned cameraman Billy 
Kelly to make a short on the plight 
of Navajo Indians for that series. 

Proser has also lined up “Man- 
hattan Tower,” a musical with a 
score by Gordon Jenkins, com- 
poser of the Decca album of that 
name which has hit the top-selling 
| lists. Other shows will be done in 
conjunction with Ulric Calvosa, a 
Collier’s mag editor. and Sam 
Shaw and Harry Henderson, pho- 
tographer - writer team who have 
done layouts for that mag. 


The William Morris agency has | 


been named Proser’s sales rep. 


‘RFD America’ for TV 


Chicago. Jan. 25. 

“RFD America.” the’ farmer- 
slanted “Info Please” which re- 
cently returned to the air via NBC 
preems as a video attraction this 
week (28) with a sneak preview ol 
farm Champion final 

It goes on a trial run on WNBQ 
network 





here, with likelihood ot 
expansion if it clicks 

Another Lou Cowan-packaged 
radio airer, “Quiz Kids,” also hits 
the TV cameras here via WNBQ 
| for a local break-in. ' 


And, indicating | 


NBC- | 


trade observers | 


touch- , 





How to Go Broke 


Hazards of operating a tele- 
vision station today were pro- 
jected by Fort Industry prez 
George B. Storer in operation 
of his WSPD-TV. Toledo, at 
the CBS tele clinic last week- 
end. 

On the basis of eight hours 
of programming per day (in- 
cluding test pattern) for six 
days a week, Storer pays out 
a total of $15,233 in operating 


costs each month. His top 
month for billings in 1948 was 
December, when the station 


took in $10,739. And, the op- 
erating costs figure does not 
include such weighty capitali- 
zation factors as depreciation, 
taxes, reserve for new equip- 
ment, ete. 

Speaking to delegates at 
clinic, Storer pointed out that 
the budget was based on 
| monthly operating costs with- 
| out network program source 
via the coaxial cable. Toledo, 
as part of the midwest net- 
work, is now linked to all four 
major webs and, since Jan. 12, 
WSPD-TV has been running 
networks shows. Station’s bil- 
lings, consequently, are ex- 
pected to show a hefty upswing 
for January and during the 
rest of this year. 


Camel Cancels 
Fox ‘Newsreel 
For Hot’ News 


Camel cigarets which has been 
spending $8,500 a week for its 10- 
minute, cross-the-board nighttime 
NBC “Camel Newsreel” (video ver- 
sion of Fox Movietone), has de- 
cided to cancel out. Final clips 
will be seen Feb. 11, when Camel’s 
contract with 20th-Fox runs out. 
It represents the first major casu- 
alty in film news programming. 

Instead, Camel has negotiated 
for a bigger splurge into video and 
|is expanding to 15 minutes (7:45-8) 

| Monday - through - Friday, buying 

the live-and-film NBC Newsreel 
program developed by the network. 
It will also represent a hike in the 
weekly budget to $10.000. 

Fox-Movietone cancellation re- 

'portedly stems from the client’s 
feeling that film isn’t the answer 








to covering the hot news of the. 


day, with too much resort to “li- 
brarv” features. 

New program will represent 
probably the most ambitious at- 
tempt vet to devise a news format 
generic to television, with 
using its full stable of newscasters, 
with pickups from Chicago and 
Washington, as well as New York, 
and with integrated film sequences. 

New program is scheduled for a 
Feb. 14 Camel preem, once the 
papers are signed, with NBC plan- 


ning to shake it down in advance | 


via a two-week series of dry-runs. 
It may also start as a sustainer 
during the two-week period. 


No Philly Outlet, Sponsor 
_ Yanks ‘Mary Kay, John’ 
Off NBC Video Roster 


“Mary Kay and Johnny.” 20- 
minute domestic comedy show on 
the NBC-TV web Sunday nights. 
goes off the air after the Feb. 20 
broadcast. Sponsored by the White- 
hall Pharmacal Co. through Dan- 
cer, Fitzgerald & Sample, the show 
is being pulled because of NBC's 
inability to provide a Philadelphia 
oullet. WPTZ. NBC’s Philly §af- 
filiate. has a local program slotted 





in the “Mary Kav” time. 
Show features Mr. and Mrs. 
Joknny Sterns. Whether it will 


return to NBC-TV in another time 
segment or move to another net- 
work hasn't yet been set. 


NBC | 


snaring sponsors 
confronting the latecomers among 
the N. Y. television stations should 
be considerably eased as the num- 
ber of sets in the area increases. 
That’s the opinion of trade observ- 
ers, based on the fact that better 
reception of signals from the oider 
stations gives them greater audience 
coverage and thus a distinct ad- 
vantage in lining up advertisers. 
All three stations that took the 
air during the last year, including 
WJZ-TV (ABC), WATV (Bremer 
Broadcasting, Newark) and _ the 
N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX, are op- 
erating in the so-called higher fre- 
quency band. Majority of sets in 
the area, however, were in use be- 
fore these outlets went into opera- 
tion and so were tuned to the 
lower channels. Fact that most re- 
ceivers now being installed are 
equipped with an antenna capable 
of giving best results on all chan- 


nels, coupled with the fact that 
many viewers who bought their 
sets earlier are having them re- 


tuned, should bring the three late- 
comers up to a reception par with 
the CBS, DuMont and NBC outlets 
in N. Y., it’s believed. 

When that happens, it’s expected 
| that the tardy stations will be able 
to establish a reputation on a par 
; with the others, as far as adver- 
|tisers are concerned. ABC, it’s 
| pointed out, has built as many 
j;house packages as the other three 
| webs, but hasn’t been able to sell 
{them because of the reception dif- 
| ficulties. Some of these, including 
|such shows as “Actors’ Studio” and 


\*Hollywood Screen Test,” have 
drawn good critical acclaim. Be- 
;cause the audience measurement 


‘outfits rate only sponsored shows, 
the ABC packages don’t show in 
the ratings, thereby giving the web 
a tall hurdle to top in pitching to 
advertisers. 

Because more sets are tuned to 
receive the other stations, it’s be- 
lieved their task is considerably 
easier in lining up sponsors. As 
one spokesman put it, they start 
with a “Texaco Star Theatre” or 
a “Ford Television Theatre” and 
establish a good rep with ad agen- 
cies and their clients. When new 
sponsors look for a suitablesoutlet 
for their shows, consequently, they 
naturally turn to the stations that 
can boast a good audience rating 
for programs already on the air. 


Radio as TV's 
Big Brother’ 


Radio is not dead but will con- 
tinue to flourish and aid materially 
in the development and financing 
of television. That was the primary 
point emphasized by top CBS ex- 
ecutives to the 250-odd delegates 
to the web’s second annual televi- 
sion clinic last weekend at the 
Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., along with 
the pitch that TV is a going me- 
dium and the time to get into it 
is now. 

Delegates, who went back to 
their home stations with consider- 
able information to help them plan 
their own TV futures, heard the 





following points also stressed: 


1 . Only a war or major economic 
crisis can halt TV's growth. 
2. Radio and tele can be ex- 


(Continued on page 42) 





Chevvy Show Moves Up 
For Wider Coverage 


“Chevrolet on Broadway,” half- 
hour series of dramatic shows bank- 
rolied by Chevvy, has been moved 
up to the Monday night 8:30 to 9 
slot on the NBC-TV web to make it 
possible for the show to be aired 
simultaneously in both the east 
and midwest. That half-hour seg- 
ment on the cable link was open 
until NBC took it over Monday 
(24). Show was previously aired 
half-an-hour earlier Monday night. 

With the time switch, the show 
will now be seen simultaneously 


'on 12 NBC stations. 
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n a hurry 





A pair of tap-dancers run through their capers... 
leaning over his script, a news analyst 
comnts rt to memory... the great mike-boom 
reaches out, fishing for the voice 
of the singer in the bright pool of light 
before the cameras...and marching across the 
foreground with superb unconcern, a workman 


pushes a wheelbarrow loaded with plaster. 


ERE Is a portrait of a giant 

in a hurry... backstage in 

the production of a miracle, spin- 

ning magic for millions where 
only yesterday were thousands. 

Here are the new CBS Tele- 
vision studios, fountainhead of 
the television shows which reach 
larger audiences more often than 
any others in television today. 

Here is the nerve-center of the 
expanding CBS Television net- 
work ...one station a year ago... 
29 stations today... constantly 
reaching out to more people, more 
markets. And through such reach- 
ing, driving ever downward the 
costs of delivering audiences. 
(Today in New York City a full- 
dress, full-hour CBS-TV program 
delivers more people per dollar 
than the average full-page, stand- 
ard-size newspaper ad.) 

Here, the shape of tomorrow’s 
commerce and economy is being 
wired for light and sound. 

Here is CBS Television. 


Here is where you belong. 


CBS-TELEVISION 


— now operating in 29 markets 
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British Show Biz Eyes TV Sharply; 
Still Unknown Factor in Trade s Future sux Pec 
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Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
rt 8 hee Once upon a time, in a Closeup Land, there lived a very old hag. 
ae eS 5 ie inners yee In spite of the fact that she was only in her late twenties, she had 
oe for non-interconnected ‘ae so misspent her short life program, that she had giveaway bags under 
siege TS shag ee a ‘her eyes, she stuttered in three-minute segments, and she was corpulent 
| Transcriptions were furnished to! ' the front, and empty in the head. All in all, such a sorry mess was 








By HAROLD MYERS + 


London, Jan. 18. | WOR-TV Swinging Axe 


With a potential audience for a 
single showing equal to an eight 


eae semana 


she, that the folks of the town were beginning to close their doors on 





months’ West End theatre run, the 
importance of television in the 
entertainment sphere is now as- 
suming serious proportions and is 
causing concern among all sections 
in show business. 


On Costs Even Before 
Operation Gets Rolling 


WOR-TV, N. Y., which has 
pushed off its debut until mid- 
June (and figures in so doing it’s 


|Stations at cost, 


about $140 per 
hour, with the stations keeping the 
film for any subsequent use they 
want +o make of it. 

Recordings were air-freighted 
across the country, with some sta- 
and 


ithe harsh repetition of her huckstering squeal. 

But just as conditions reached the pretty pass where the old hag’s 
| right hand was stealing from the left, and shoving herself up to the 
'No. 1 Spot to Oblivion, the old hag opened her transmission and found, 

quacking lustily, a golden goose with beautiful orthicon eyes, a direc. 
tional neck, a broad cathode bottom, and an FM quack. 


x eee ar : stain 4 ions r j 2 ‘riday : 
Ce eee ie easthe saving a Wad of coin) has slashed NO"s GUANINE, (he, Satnecable At first the old hag turned up her amplitudes at the newcomer, but 
London area. there are today /s blueprint. So deep has knife stations were thereby able to beat suddenly, everywhere a — she m0 ag pa ‘er of we +80 Sect, 
around 100.000 home receivers in cut that staffers say it has Zone the newsreels, since the recordings and W hen she looked dow n, ap ag A yA i gee pees od 5 a 
use and the number is_ rising further than the bone-right into were filmed, developed and printed faint golden nimbus, and on eac the f quay a tiny golden egg was 
month bv month. Factories are the marrow. Right now actual in N. Y.. whereas the reels were POPPing forth in a flare of ae a ‘. . a 
switching from radio and concen- | °Perating budget is being ham- | foreeq to fly their footage from And the old hag, knowing a good thing when me saw it, snatched 
chines atecaet sebieuie the Tv mered out. Washington to N. Y. to get it to the UP the small goose with a shat P outcry of cash registers. 
ae aed ee Reports are that the economy labs | “Lay me more golden eggs,” she shrieked. “Hurry! Large ones! 


field. and one factory alone is turn- 


more than 1,000 receivers 


axe-wielders have hacked off more 





| Larger ones! Larger, larger ones!” 


The little golden goose was very distrait, for she had a faint feeling 


a om ‘ ich are ld be- than 50° of the original plans |, 
thee ek, BOE ae — a iy and hope to run the Bamberger 2 * inside her focus that life was not all the laying of larger and larger 
pore: tay come oe ae video operation as a duplication of NBC B ild eggs, no matter how golden, so she blinked her orthicons in rapid 
lines. . : ~ their radio operation. Talent, pro- ul Ing confusion and continued to lay in moderate order. 

With a license fee of $4 a year, But the old hag took a firmer horizontal hold on the gosling and 


the income received for the state 
television monopoly is totally in- 
adequate for current requirements 


gram heads and management will 
be doubling up, with much of the 
tele offerings just simulecasts of 
their AM-FM sked. Station brass 


Friday Night 


| 
| 
| 
| began to squeeze her harder and harder, and the little goose’s FM 
| opened and out came a long succession of squeals—and wonder of won- 

der, they were ¢he echo of the old hag’s hollow huckstering—un- 
| harmonious and tasteless—and the golden eggs began to pop forth 


and is er Se LA hee figures on hiring only cameramen 

tune of approximately $4, arned 2nd special technicians, for the | more freely. 

annually from the income earne@ vot part, at start. Tower and. t But the old hag was not satisfied; she cried out, “More! Larger!” 
from sedio by the British Bream transmitter costs rogram up | and she took a firmer vertical hold, and squeezed harder and harder, 


casting Corp. 

Despite the limitations of the 
present-day service, Londoners are 
turning more and more to televi- 
sion as an entertainment. It hasn't 


haven’t been 
pared, however. | 
WOR’s veteran  personalities— 
John Gambling, Martha Deane, 
Stan Lomax—and other stars are 


Forced sharing by the four ma- 
jor television networks of the east 
to midwest coaxial cable link has 


| and sparks began to fly out of little goose’s eyes, and the orbs took on 
| the shape of huge, greenish-tinged billboards with rounded edges, 
and the eggs popped forth faster, and the hag squeezed harder. 
And suddenly, in the midst of her tabulating jubilations, the old hag 
looked down and she saw that small replicas of her giveaway bags were 


: being studied for their video ap- effected several changes in the 

» Ee ssible sauge its effect = Ay ° P : : ‘ = yn 
ny bs % ' — pe gage oh picture peal. cco) © broadcasters’ programming struc- | under the orthicons, and the voice of the FM was str ident and insistent, 
ise lg sr tak Teaek tegaern ity [rade significance of the bud- ture, one of the most important of | exactly like her own voice, and even as the gosling’s cathodes grew 
teensy pel aa ~. get slicing is the high—and still which is the new emphasis given from seven inches, to 10 inches, to 12 inches, and larger and larger— 


it has been a contributory factor 
in the reduced take during the past 
12 months. 

As to programs, generally speak- 
ing they’re sufficiently varied to 
satisfy all of the people some of 
the time. Bulk of the playing time 
is taken up with straight dramatic 
shows, vaudeville items and occa- 
sional sporting events, with an odd 
motion picture to fill the gap in 
the program. 

Up till now telecasts on the BBC 
service have been restricted in 
time, the usual procedure being to 


rising—cost of TV-ing. 


Pirates Nixed For 
Next Summer TV 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 25. 
Sports fans got a piece of bad 
news over the weekend when the 
management of Pittsburgh Pirates 





Friday nights by NBC-TV. 

With more time on the cable Fri- 
|days than any other evening and, 
with advertisers clamoring for full- 
|est possible coverage, the web is 
building Fridays fato a_ position 
that outstrips even Sunday nights 
in the number of commercially- 
sponsored shows. Fact that any 
|subsequent changes of program 
time, when more cables ease the 
current pinch, might interfere with 
established viewing habits, indi- 
cates the current time structure 
| will hold indefinitely. -Since Fri- 


| the golden eggs grew smaller and smaller, and some of them, now, were 
' tinged with red, and far in the distance the old hag heard the familiar 
slamming of many doors, and when she looked down again, she saw 
that the golden goose was a gone goose with cracked orthicons and 
splintered scanners. 

Moral: He who squeezeth a young goose too hucksteringly hard— 
will lay an eventual egg. 


— 


Major Filmers Plan Video Pix But 
~_ Under Alias, as Salve for Exhibs 








have an hour’s entertainment in announced that its home games at | - ere 

the afternoon and roughly 90 Forbes Field this season vou not a 4 — 4 big night for 

minutes to two hours in the even- be televised, It was figured a NBC-TV's ovecim aa prenersie i + Certain of the major film com- 
ing. ane there te Rie Bueiecs cinch that. fhe local National be determi od. pare ania ba |panies will be turning out special 
of this being extended for some League club would follow the lead % mew: ; TV Helps Ice Show itwo-reel subjects for television 
time to come. Certainly, Britain is of all the other teams in the Web now tees off the evening Milwaukee. Jan. 235. within a year, but under an en- 


a long way off from a continuous 
morning to night television show. 
BBC's Limited Studios 
Until the BBC is able to build 
new studios somewhere in the 
London region its output will be 
determined to a large degree by 
the restricted facilities available at 
Alexandra Palace. Here, there are 
two studios, the largest of which 
(Continued on page 40) 


Video Will Rid Country 
Of Its Phony Reporters, 





| games will 


majors, now that city has WDTV, 
its first video station. Pittsburgh 
has been the last town represented 
in the big leagues to get a TV out- 
let. 

Roy Hamey, general manager of 
the Pirates, said that ‘‘when tele- 
vision is developed to the point 
that will assure more complete 
and satisfactory transmission of a 
sport so rich in scientific detail,” 
then the club may permit video 
broadcasts of games. 

Meanwhile this season. the 
continue to be aired 
over WWSW, with Rosey Rowswell 





with the “‘Kulka, Fran and Ollie” 
show, sponsored on the full net- 
work as an across-the-board fea- 
ture by RCA-Victor in the 7 to 7:30 
slot. Jack Kilty’s “Musical Merry- 
Go-Round,” a sustainer seen only 
in the east, holds down the 7:30 to 
7:50 segment. ‘Camel Newsreel 
Theatre” draws full network cov- 
erage from 7:50 until 8 p.m., 

which time NBC shares the cable 
with DuMont for presentation of 


the new “Admiral Broadway Re-' 


vue.” Latter show, an hour-long 
offering. preems Friday (28). 
Web gives up the cable from 9 to 


“Holiday on Ice” skating revue tirely different trademark. That's 
recently at the Milwaukee Auditor- the report brought back from Hol- 
ium was carried in entirety on lywood to New York this week by 
WTMJ-TV opening day. Week NBC veepees Charles R. Denny 
later Bill Maas, manager of audi- and John F. Royal, who scouted 
torium, reported video showing had some of the top film execs during 
been definite aid in creating inter- | 4 two-week stay on the Coast. 
est, and in selling tickets. | Embarked on a missionary ven- 

Rather than looking to TV as a ture, Denny and Royal attempted 
competitor, Maas regards it as ef- to accent to the Hollywood officials 
fective advertising. |that the film industry should not 


| fight TV but should cooperate with 
CBS's All-D 





|it, since the two could work to- 
‘gether for the benefit of their mu- 
;tual boxoffices. Their talks were 
‘entirely exploratory and no deals 


doing the play-by-play and Bob 9:30 to ABC, carrying “Stop Me If were consummated at the time for 

° Prince the color and commercials, You've Heard This” on the eastern ie h . ax 
Gabbers, Sez Bannister probably a Regi seas brace of ee only o_o that half-hour. rogramm We aapan ie aia 

, , » sponsors, Rieck’s Dairy and Atlan- under’ sponsorship of Bonafide 2 P 

tees et SB. 2S: | the Metining. Mills. That show, too, preems Fri- si Along with their other current 
Harry Bannister, manager of day (28). From 9:30 to 10. NBC. , CBS television will launch full worries, the film execs fear TV's 
WWJ, WWJ-TV and WWJ-FM, ‘ | aeaet : ny ee daytime programming on WCBS- effect on their b.o. But many of 

TV Cool to Sox 100G Demand = 2¢tS_ the cable again for “Your 7“; - ; 


told Michigan Press Assn. 
bers, that television is going to rid 
the country of the fake reporter, 
phony radio commentator § and 
windy politician. Television has 
“sounded the death knell’ of all 
amplitude modulation radio in most 
cities, Bannister said. 

The radio commentator who 
dramatized week-old news to give 
it a fresh taste for an audience 
which couldn't watch him will be 
exposed by the camera eve of tele- 
vision. 

He said 130 newspapers now are 
either engaged in television oper- 
ations or trying to get in. In six 
or seven years, he added, every 
city of over 50.000 which can be 
penetrated by television impulses 
will have a station. 


Rochester, N. Y., Lining 
Up TV Affiliations 
Rochester, N. Y., 

Rochester's future television sta- 
tion, WHTM, will have network fa- 
cilities available by June, accord- 
ing to William A. Fay, veepee of 

Stromberg Carlson Co., owners ot 

the video outlet and station WHAM. 

Stromberg Carlson is investing 
$400,000 in the Pinnacle Hill trans- 





Jan. 25. 


mitter which will bring television National AAU games, Feb. 19; Miss Phillips is emphatic in her of Televisi rertisi > . 
to Rochester. Local telesets are IC4A meet, Feb. 26, and the dislike of fore and aft commer- Me rgpcole yng wy pool Milwaukee—It's a TV baby for « 
now beamed for Buffalo channels. Knights of Columbus meet, March Cials. dency of that sanenlaaiion et cs & Sprague Voiner, of WTMJ-T\ pre~ 

Network telecasts may be by radio 5. Announcers to call the races Closed circuit co-ax will pipe’ ing Ardien Rodner oe pi ayy — a 


relay links rather than coaxial 


cable, says Fay. 


mem- | 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 

Deadline for negotiations be- 
tween Chi Sox and station owners 
for baseball TV was 4:30 p. m. to- 
day (Tues.), with video outlets cool 
to Sox demands for $100.000. 

Sox v.p. Charles Comiskey wants 
one-year contract, with 10-day 
clause allowing cancellation if 
video cuts into attendance. Alter- 
native offer is reimbursement by 
video for difference in actual and 
estimated home attendance, set for 
1949 at 1,000,000. 

Sox drew 777.844 last year. 
Comiskey said TV was “present 
blind alley with unlimited future,” 
but one station manager accused 
him of “reading too much about 
get-rich-quick television.” Chi 
Cubs, asking $5,000 from each TV 
outlet, already have inked pacts 
with WGN-TV and WBKB. 





Millrose Games on TV 


Millrose Games from Madison 
Sq. Garden, N. Y., will be televised 
Saturday (29) night by CBS-TV as 
the first of five major winter track 
meets to be carried by the web. 
Camels cigarets sponsors all five 
through the William Esty agency. 

Other meets scheduled are the 
New York Athletic Club, Feb. 12: 


and handle the color commentary 
haven't been set. 


Show Time,” series of half-hour 
films bankrolled by American To- 
bacco. Web then keeps the link 
from 10 until closing for presen- 
tation of prize fights from Madison 


| Sq. Garden, N. Y., under sponsor- 


ship of Gillette Safety Razor. 


IRNA PHILLIPS’ TELE 
~ SOAPER IN MON. BOW 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 

“These Are My Children,” Irna 
Phillips new daytime video serial. 
bows Monday (31) on NBC-TV. 
Show will be tele “innovation in 
that Miss Phillips is writing it for 
both audio and video audiences— 
she feels it’s unfair to ask house- 
wives to stop work to watch day- 
time TV. 

It'll be a low-budgeter, and local 
trade is watching hopefully. think- 
ing that Miss Phillips’ success may 
start trend to bring Chi back into 
major importance as net produc- 
tion center. 


Minimum sets and_ rehearsal 
time, new lighting and camera tech- 
nique are planned. Characters will 
be typed to permit integration of 
commercial into story. For tele. 





program to New York for agency 
and net 0.0.ing on Thursday (27). 


TV, its N. Y. flagship station, with- | them would like to make films for 
in the next two or three months. tele to take up the current studio 
Web's tele veepee J. L. Van lag and to get their feet wet in 
Volkenburg revealed at a special |the medium. To placate exhibitors, 
TV clinic yesterday (Tues.) for ad' however, the majors won't allow 
agency execs that the station would their names to appear on these 
| program 16 hours per day Monday films, but will turn them out under 

' through Friday by late spring. {an indie banner. 

__ CBS thus becomes the second Several of the majors might also 
major TV web to go into continu- come up with a large-scale deluxe 
ous daytime logging on such a trailer for test runs on TV. Such 
large scale, following the lead of|a move will also be a method of 


DuMont, whose WABD now oper- | 


ates from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. across- 
the-board. Both NBC and ABC also 
plan experimenting with ayem TV 
in the near future. NBC is sched- 
uled to tee off daily at 2:30 p.m. 
and ABC has set a two-hour show 
for the early forenoon as its ayem 
break-in on WJZ-TV, N. Y. 

Yesterday’s clinic, attended by 
some 175 agency toppers, was 
staged by CBS officials in the Star- 
light Roof of the Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria, N. Y., as.a followup to 
last weekend’s sessions for the 
web’s affiliate station operators. 
Another clinic is scheduled for 
today (Wed.) for advertisers and 
clients. 


ZIMMERMAN’S CHI POST 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 
Bill Zimmerman, sales manager 





Rodner has not announced future 
plans. 


|recorded 


i Thomas Victor. 


placating the exhibs since, if the 
_tests pan out, the film boxoffice 
will be helped. For these trailers, 
|of course, the company’s name will 
be given full prominence, same as 
in standard theatrical trailers. 


Desire of some of the top name 
stars in Hollywood to get on east- 
ern television may also prod the 
majors into moving faster into the 
medium. These performers are 
jealous of the reams of publicity 
being given the TV stars in the 
east and resent the companies’ ban 
on their appearance on live video 
shows. As a result, they’re expect- 
ed either to force their way into 
films produced especially for video 
or else gain permission to do live 
Shows which can be_ kinescope 
for transmission over 
eastern stations. 





Voiners, was named T. V. — 
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Canada’s ‘Anti-TV’ Attitude Draws 
Heavy Fire; Commons Fight Planned 


a 


oronto, Jan. 25. + | 


oe ene oa eperated. Canadian MOTOROLA ‘NATURE? NX 
Broadcasting Corp. that tele- | 


vision will not be established FOR NEW RIPLEY SHOW | 


in this country for at least two ' ; 
years, the opposition Conservative | Giving evidence that straight 
Party intends an immediate Parlia- | educational shows will get as little | 
mentary attack on the CBC, with | play on nighttime television as they | 
the whole video setup in Canada—|now get on radio, Motorola is 
or its lack—to be one of the issues slated to drop Dr. Roy K. Mar-— 
in the forthcoming federal election. | shall’s “Nature of Things” after the | 
Meanwhile, member firms of the Feb. 15 broadcast in favor of a new 
Radio Manufacturers’ Assn. of Robert a, Ripley program, ‘Be- 
Canada are currently carrying out | lieve It Or Not. Latter is an NBC- 
peak production on video sets, |TV house package designed by na- 
despite the so-called “‘procrastinat- tional program J chief Norman 
ing attitude of the Canadian gov- | Blackburn and, with a semi-variety 
nment.” C 
facturers express grave concern at | Siderably more audience lure. 
the lack of action on the part of|.,,. Nature,” originating in _ stu- 
CBC, they will turn out sets in | ios of WPTZ (Philadelphia), has 
the thousands for those Canadians | ee by —— Fe 
anxious to avail themselves of pro- | € BC-TV eastern web for the 


“ a last year and is now slotted Thurs- 
eee > York, | day nights from 10 to 10:15 p.m. 
Chicago, Detroit, Cleveland, Buf- | 
falo, Philadelphia and Boston. Show is based on a popular science 

It ia ettinadet- thas ehent 30% format, with Dr. Marshall discus- 

- lati - ithi | Sing in lay terms some of the mod- 
of Canada’s population is within | ern scientific wonders. Time of the 
range of the foregoing “network | Ripley show is Tuesdays at 9:30 


and are clamoring for sets, despite |) m, Gourfain-Cobb is the agency. 
the action of the CBC in refusing | 


to grant private licenses to those 


interests—Famous Players and ma- | ° T k a 
tr nacenden rode catone UMONS Try Kasing 
3-Way Tangle 


millions in Canadian television but 
are now balked by CBC. Meanwhile 
Canadian set-owners are picking 
tioned American cities with clarity. 

apa ry Bie ee ee Effort to. break through a three- 
one root aets are selling sor |way jurisdictional tangle involving 
ene _— | stagehands on New York television 
Canada must be “cooperative” and | the unions before the situation gets 
that the Canadian public must be | ot of hand. Parlays between the 
protected from “monopolistic abuse | International Brotherhood of Elec- 











| 








up programs from the aforemen- 
CBC's claim is that video in’ stages is currently being made by 


by private stations,” even though | trical Workers and the National | 


this delays video development. In | assn. of Broadcast Engineers and 
addition to its wait-and-see atti- |'pechnicians have already resulted 
tude, the CBC has encountered | jn an agreement. Both unions have 


the Canadian government to pro- | ternational Alliance of Theatrical 


vide funds for video development stage Employees, to enter the | 


here. CBC’s announced policy is | agreement. 

that video here must be “basically | “yaTSR’s national office, mean- 

Canadian” but this has backfired | time, has disclosed that IA prexy 

In that so many Canadians are buy- | Richard F. Walsh has been meeting 
(Continued on page 54) with IBEW prexy Dan W. Tracy 

ito settle the entire jurisdictional 

'setup in the TV field. Both prexies 


Potential Sponsors That are of the opinion that if a national 


'formula can be found for the two 


Radio Missed Are Ready uniors,they will be able to ory 





; ‘ratare warried| The American Assn. of Adver- 
mame pow ye pe een worsted | ising Agencies is awaiting such 
about television’s effect on their) t bef seltas daae 
advertising billings’ should start |8" agreement betore s ; 
immediately to scout out new AM | With the unions to work out scales 
sponsors, in the opinion of Mike |2nd working conditions. To date, 
Hanna, general manager of WHCU, | scales have been set up on a rule- 
Ithaca, N. Y., indie operated in| 0fthumb basis. 
conjunction with Cornell Univ. 


Pointing out that 90¢2 of the az, (FitzPatrick Leasing 52 
is local, Hanna declared there are Traveltalks for Tele 


many potential sponsors available 
Hollywood, Jan. 25. 


that radio, with its emphasis on 
Sigarets, cosmetics, etc, hasn't James A. FitzPatrick is leasing 
52 Traveltalks, made from six to 





even touched. 
In N. Y. last weekend for the! eight years ago, to television. Films 





‘and physique building for both 


While Canadian manu-| format, is expected to have con- | 


9 ¢ °f 19 

TV’s ‘Body Beautiful 
A five-a-week, 15-minute show, 
titled “The Body Beautiful,” has 
been packaged by scripter Eleanor 
Skern, and is now making agency 
rounds. Airer, intended for late- 
evening showing, teaches health 


femmes and males. Format in- 
cludes exercises done live for 
camera, with models and athletes 
of both sexes as occasional guests. 

Miss Skern, former special 
eventer at OWI, may also emcee, 


Chi Schools = 








TV Fluffs Its Big Opportunity In 
Televising of D.C. Inaugural Parade 


+ 





} 


COAST AFM SEEKS | 
UPPED VIDEO SCALE 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
American Federation of Musi-' 
cians recording director, Phil | 
Fischer, has asked AFM headquar- | 
ters to hike musicians’ television 
wage scale here. AFM’s pact with | 


¢ Television industry, given a once- 


and-for-all chance on President 
Truman’s inauguration last week 
to demonstrate its reportorial su- 
periority over the newsreels, 
flubbed the opportunity. Compari- 
son of the two mediums’ coverage 
gave the reels a decided edge, leav- 
ing tele only its uncontested im- 
mediacy to brag about. 

Not that TV did a bad job. That 
could hardly have happened with 


| video stations expires on Jan. 31.|the industry bearing down on all 


F Vid | Pact originally expired on Oct. 31 cylinders, pressing 14 cameras and 
ye l eo date. , jinto service. But the 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 

| Television may soon become an 
integral part of the Chicago school 
system. Supt. Herold Hunt said 
| that if funds are made available to 
| the Board of Education he wants a 
| Video set installed in each of Chi- 
| eago’s 45 high schools. 


| This plan was discussed after | 
some 600 students witnessed Presi- | 
|dent Truman’s inauguration last 
| week (20). Carl Tietz, principal of 
|Carl Schurz High School, where 
| tele demonstration was held, said | 
ihe didn’t think there would be| 
| much of educational value in it. 
| But after the telecast, he explained, 
“It changed our minds; it’s a! 
stimulating way to bring the full | 
story to our pupils. If the in- 
| augural program was any indica- 
| tion of things to come, I believe 
television has definite possibilities 
in the field of education.” | 





} 





Milwaukee Turnout 
Milwaukee, Jan. 25. | 

Half of Milwaukee’s school chil- | 

| dren watched the telecast of in-| 
| augural ceremonies. 


| Schools here made every effort 
|to obtain TV sets, and where un-| 


but was extended to the present 


Fischer has asked that scale 
here meet the New York coin col- 


lection which runs $12 per half-| 


hour show and five dollars per 
hour rehearsal. Scale here is nine 
dollars and 20 cents for a 30-minute 
program with a half-hour rehearsal 
thrown in gratis. 





its top announcers and directors 

standout 
work expected of the pool pickup 
from Washington failed to ma- 


terialize, especially in coverage of 
the inauguration parade Thursday 
(20) afternoon. Most disconcerting 
'error on that part of the show was 
the overly-light touch of NBC di- 
| rector Bill Garden. With the ikes 


; stationed at five different positions 


| along the route, Garden didn’t give 


Tele Acad Presents 
Ist Emmy Awards 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Academy of Television Arts and 
Sciences will present television’s 
Emmy awards to top TV picture, 
best video program, foremost per- 
sonality, best all around outlet and 


| top technical achievement at the 


first annual Seminar and dinner at 
the Hollywood Athletic Club to- 
night (25). 

Six pictures vieing for top hon- 
ors in the west coast teevee field 
are “Christopher Columbus,” pro- 


viewers much of a chance to see 
anything, switching back and forth 
from one position to another be- 
|fore the audience had a chance to 
‘absorb what was going on. 

| Because of that, TV lost the 
|'showmanly touch accorded by the 
|reels. With one camera stationed 
directly opposite the President’s 
stand on the White House lawn, it 
would have been interesting to 
watch more of Mr. Truman’s and 
Vice-President Barkley’s reaction 
to the different floats. Instead, the 
cameras kept cutting to such rela- 
tively uninspiring sights as the 
state governors in their cars, or 
the police motorcade. When they 
had a chance to inject a little color 
| through concentrating on the West 
|'Point cadets or the Annapolis 
middies, the cameras again went 
roving, brushing off almost com- 
| pletely the precision marching of 


successful, special permission was duced by Emerson Film Corp.; | the future officers pointed up so 


to homes of parents with sets. 





KTSL’s Squeeze on Plugs 
On Sustaining Telecasts 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 


Don Lee television _ station, 





|commercial plugs being beamed 
out on sustaining shows. Practice, 
| according to station toppers, 
| has gone completely overboard 


films and also on local package 
| Shows. 


| granted for teachers to take pupils “Hollywood Brevities,” produced 


further difficulty in the refusal of | contacted stagehanas Local 1, In-| lby Tele-Features: “It Could Hap-| 


pen To You,” by Vallee Video; 
\“Tell Tale Heart,” by Telepak; 
'“Time Signal,” by Centaur Produc- 
tions and “The Necklace,” by Mar- 
shall Grant-Realm Productions. 
“Don Lee Music Hall,” “Judy 
'Splinters,” “Pantomine Quiz Time,” 


|DeCola Show,” “Armchair Detec- 
itive,” ‘‘Mabel’s Fables,” “Masked 
|Spooner,” “Tuesday Varieties” and 
|““What’s the Name of That Song” 
| Personalities fighting for tele- 
;vision’s Emmy are Shirley Dins- 


neatly by the reels. 


| The announcers, too, missed the 
boat. Where they should have let 
the camera eye handle the de- 
| scription, they came in with unim- 
portant remarks to distract the 
viewers’ attention. And where they 
‘could have emphasized certain as- 
pects of the parade with pertinent 
remarks, they did hardly anything 


KTSL, has put the squeeze on free |“‘Treasures of Literature,” “Feliz except tell the viewers what a won- 


| derful thing this television is. Ben 
Grauer in particular was guilty of 
overseiling TV to an audience 
|which hardly needed the pitch. 


'through the use of commercial | are in line for top program honors. | The evidence was all on the screen. 


For TV, Sez WHCU’s Hanna 0: Seievision crafts. 


During the actual oath-taking 
| ceremonies, the TV boys did a 


Station execs have informed two | dale, Rita LeRoy, Mike Stokey, Bill | good job. They concentrated their 


‘shows presented in conjunction | Welsh and Patricia Morison. KTSL, lenses on the stand, cut the mike 
'with the Los Angeles Examiner, KTLA, KLAC-TV and KFI-TV are Over to the one in front of the 
'“Babette Fashion Show” and /all being considered for the best (Continued on page 42) 

“Prudence Penny” program, that | station plaque. NBC’s KNBH and 
free plugs must be cut to one per | CBS-Times station, KTTV, entered 


show. KTSL toppers recently ob-! the field too late for this year’s oe 

served that sag gees which | awards. Technical award will go to. Stop the Music Set F or 
tosses out recipes, has been giving KTSL, KFI-TV or Hoffman Radio| ° 

brand name of almost all ingre- | Corp. | Tele at Different Time 








dients used. Meanwhile, “Fashion 
Show” has been giving free ride 
to retail stores. 





/use of commercial films. All com- 
/mercial pix are now being thor- 


Walter O’Keefe will emcee the 
\dinner. Frankie Laine, Herb 
| Jeffries, Bill Thompson and Frank 


KTSL is also slowing up on the | Volos have been set to entertain 


‘at the dinner. Seminar, which 
‘starts at nine, will be headlined 


CBS television clinic, Hanna dis-| haye reverted to FitzPatrick after oughly screened and plugs counted. | by agency and television heads. 


closed that WHCU would start having been played out by Metro. 
soon to build TV packages for sale Two-reelers, which represent a 
to other stations. He declined to | $500,000 investment, are being re- 
4 ees tae Le yon pote ed recorded and re-edited for video 
anh | consumption. it 
based »* activities ae ve FitzPatrick feels that television 
a campus, inclu ing ewe has come as a comforting wind to 
pees ere a e wr smn § ceived the death blow from double 
from "sawh go gh my his AM features. Producer — Pg ew 
operation, to carry the load on his pan a geen ‘he will not renew. 
projected TV outlet for the first FitzPatrick related that he will 





ty © or three years it's on the air. ‘make the “Traveltalks” exclusive- tract to do commercials on NBC- regulars . . . 


Declaring that no educational or jy for video. He feels that films are 
public service institution worth its | always good as they do not become 
name can afford to be without tele- | gated as entertainment film does. 
Magra Hanna stressed the neces. | 
8 or such TV outlets to be run ’ 
by professional showmen and not | Mowrey s 5-Week Vacash 


by professors. Since none of the| Paul B .Mowrey, ABC’s national 





existing tele channels were as- , television director, sailed for South | 
signed by the FCC to Ithaca,| America Saturday (22) on a five-| 
WHCU has petitioned the Commis- week vacation, his first in four) 


sion to move a channel over from years at the web. ; 
neighboring Elmira. Application|” Upon his return, he’s expected 


is now awaiting the lifting of the to head for the Coast to take over 
FCC freeze on all TV ele ABC’s tele chief in the west, | 


grants. 

Despite Ithaca’s small size, getting KECA-TV (Los. Angeles) 
Hanna said, WHCU should be able | and KGO-TV (San Francisco), both 
to make a go of a tele outlet by ‘'owned-and-operated outlets, on the 
concentrating on low-cost pro-| air. 





eee plus film and network 
WSs. e pointed out his station : : 
would have the entire facilities of Bank, N. Y., signed for a series od 
Cornell to draw on, including a full one-minute spots, first being use 

athletic. schedule, the drama and on WNBT (NBC, NY.). Agency i 
Music schools, etc. 





\Edwin Bird Wilson. 


where he’ll have a heavy hand in) 








2. Tele Chatter 








| New York 


Mae Questel replacing Franklin 
P. Adams on the panel of “Stop 


Ralph B. Austrian, former Foote, ' ye If You've Heard This,” which 
Cone & Belding tele veepee, has preems Friday (28) night on NBC- 


| set up a TV consultant service... V, with Cal Tinney, Benny Rubin 
| Merrill E. Joels signed year’s con- and emcee Leon Janney as cast 


“Cross Question,” 


/TV’s “Stop Me If You've Heard series of dramatized courtroom 


This” through Basch Radio & Tele- trials 
. Les Litomy (Chicago), now 


| vision production . . 
'pacted as narrator on DuMont’s: 
‘new vaudeo show, “Window on 
the World” . Douglas Leigh 
making miniatures of his Broad- 
way spectaculars for use as tele. 
commercials Gil Fates off | 
CBS-TV’s “Vanity Fair” daytime 
' show because of the pressure of: 
his other assignments. Dorothy 
Doan, hostess on the show, now, 
trying out other performers . . . | 
Martin Stone Associates now oper- 
ating from new quarters in the 
penthouse atop the new Paris the- 
atre . .. Extra ballyhoo given!) 


originating at WGN-TV 
aired Tuesday 
nights over the full CBS-TV web as 


the first show to be brought in from | 


Chi by CBS ... Last act of Puc- 
cini’s ‘La Boheme” in a new Eng- 
lish translation slated for airing 
tomorrow (Thursday) night NBC- 
TV at 10:15, with Herman Adler 
directing . . . DuMont’s “Charade 
Quiz’ moved from the web’s stu- 


dois to the Adelphi theatre and! 


now airs Wednesday ‘nights from 
8 to 8:30 p.m. 





Hollywood 
KLAC-TV will telecast Gilbert 


_ Although With AM Format 


“Stop the Music,” highest-rated 
‘audience giveaway Show on radio 
‘and the one with the biggest 





| eee, bows in on television in the - 


| near future as a full hour presen- 
,tation of ABC-TV. Show will not 
_be carried simultaneously on AM 
‘and TV, with the video version 
'slated for the Thursday night 8 to 
|9 slot, during which hour ABC has 
the east to midwest coaxial cable. 
Radio’s “Music” is aired Sunday 
nights from 8 to 9. 


According to ABC tele veepee 
Charlies (“Bud’’) Barry, the TV 
show will probably use the same 
talent that appears in the AM ver- 
sion, including emcee Bert Parks, 
singers Dick Brown and Kay Ar- 
men and the Harry Salter orch. 
Program will follow the same give- 
away format and, Barry said, the 
prizes should be “considerable” in 
| size. Barry and Lou Cowan, who 
|controls the package, are now 
, working out the complications in- 
| volved in telephoning homes with 
|TV sets. Show is to be dressed 
| considerably to give it more visual 
| impact, with the possibility that a 
couple of variety acts might be in- 
| cluded each week. 

Starting date for tele hasn't 
| been set. According to Barry, sev- 
|eral top advertisers are interested 
in the project and it looks as 





|the appearance of Dodger pitcher | and Sullivan operas for 13 weeks though the show will tee off fully 


| Ralph Branca on Bob Smith’s 


starting this week. 


Packager 


into half-hour portions 


; Sponsored. What effect the give- 


— Bowery Savings | “Gulf Road Show” Jan. 13 paid Robert Oakley has broken the away gimmick will have on the 
New York pny f off with a mammoth 31.6 Hooper. | operas 


ratings of competing shows and 


|. . . Joan Shea doing cooking which will be presented on succes-| whether it will set off the same 


s stint on Ted Steeie’s WABD video sive 


| show this week, cross the board. | 


weeks, California 
(Continued on page 40) 


Light 


|mass swing to giveaways that it 
‘did in radio are still moot points, 
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CHOOL HOUSE 


Maureen Cannon, Betty Ann) 
Nyman, Tommy Dix, Count) 
Reno, Roger Price, Kenny 
Bowers, Wally Cox, Wendy 


Drew, Mary Ann Reeve 
Prod.-Dir.: Robert Gordon 
Writer: Joe Stein, Will Glickman 
30 Mins., Tues., 9 p. m. 

DuMONT TELESETS 
WABD, from New York 
(Geyer, Newell & Ganger) 

Gus Edwards’ “School Days” for 
many years was one of the vaude- 
ville standards which produced 
many of today’s stars. It was a 
great and entertaining vaude act 
that made the most of its possibili- 
ties and showed fledgling talent off 
to its best advantage, and as a re- 
sult became one of the revered 
turns in showbusiness. 

The video edition of ‘School 
Days” labeled “School House,” 
started out in reverse. Show 
came up with top taient and dis- 
sipated its opportunities. 

However, the heartening feature 
of this show is the fact that the 
program shows possibilities. A 
talented cast made up of four 
alumni of “Best Foot 
plus acts that have become stand- 
ard in vaude, cafes and other fields, 
ean be whipped into shape for good 
vaudeo. 

Preem, unfortunately, suffered 
from several mishaps. Show was 


booked in a hurry without proper 


| PONTIAC SHOW 
ith Kenny Delmar, Arnold Stang, With Dick Haymes, Dorothy Shay, 


| Fred & Susan Barry, Ray Bloch 


Forward,” | 


Gene Sheldon, Silver Streaks, 
orch; Ed Herlihy, announcer 
Producer: Mildred Fenton 
Director: Roland Gillett 
| Set: Richard Rychtarlk 
Dances: John Wray 
30 Mins.; Fri. (21), 8 p.m. 
PONTIAC DEALERS 
WCBS-TV, N. Y. 
(McManus, John & Adams) 
, Done as a one-shot presentation, 
this half-hour vaudeo offering was | 
‘noteworthy both as an example of | 
' worthwhile promotion for a major 
product and for the intro to east- | 
ern television audiences of singer | 
Dick Haymes. With all the hoopla | 
currently being given the new line 
of General Motors cars, unveiling 
of the 1949 Pontiac via video must 
| have represented a worthy invest- 
ment for the sponsors, since the 
show undoubtedly reached consid- 
|erably more people than could 
have been hit had the same budget 
been devoted to newspaper or 
magazine space. 

Commercials plugged the car 
adequately without being too ob- 
strusive. Early cut to a remote 
pickup of the GM exhibit at the 
Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., was 
| good, even though the crowds al- 
| most completely hid the two Pon- 
tiacs on display from camera view. 
Two filmed spots were also run 








time to formulate detailed blue-| in, pointing up the car’s features 


print of the proceedings. On top 


of that, Peter Donald, slated for | 
the pedagog role, withdrew, and 


in a standard but acceptable fash- 
ion. 


From an entertainment stand- 


Kenny Delmar hurriedly stepped point, the show was up to top- 


into the assignment. 


| quality vaudeo standar@s. Haymes’ 


Two major weaknesses were the| singing came off much better than 


absence of a suitable script and the| his _ 
There was no; possibly because of his uncertainty 


faulty direction. 


eoherent pattern in the treatment 


personality or emcee work, 


in working in the new medium. 


of acts and commercials. The song} Dorothy Shay pleased with two of 
spots weren't designed for maxi-| her hillbilly numbers, but her off- 
mum effectiveness, and individual handed presentation made it look 
acts were showcased in an unin-;| as though she were capable of a 


viting manner. 
Arnold Stang, in a comedy spot 
was wasted. 


| much sockier -. Gene Sheldon, 
,| on the other hand, was standout. 


He’s a guy with one Intimate TV cameras spotlighted 


of the funniest kissers in showbusi-| the Harpo Marxian characteristics 


ness—and not a closeup in the lot 


-| of his pantomime, indicating he 


Count Reno, in a bicycle act in! should be seen more often on vi- 


the Joe Jackson tradition, was out deo. Fred & Susan Barry were ex- | 


of place, and it looked like he was cellent in a fast-paced ballroom 


being given the hook when cameras | dance. 
suddenly transferred back to the! three 


schoolroom set. 


Silver Streaks, a group of 
male and three female 


Roger Price, do- dancers, were equally good in a 


ing a comedy lecture turn, didn’t couple of numbers staged by John 


get proper spotting, either, inas-| Wray, 
much as televiewers couldn’t have . 
been in on his act because of far 
The melodic moments by with 
Ann Nyman, Tommy Dix, 


shots. 
Betty 
Maureen Cannon and Kenny Bow 
ers were okay vocally, but not vis 
ually. 


Stal. 


NATURAL TREASURES 
Ivan Sanderson, Radcliffe 
Hall 

-| Director: Jack Caldwell 


-' 30 Mins., Tues., Fri., 6:30 p. m. 


Wally Cox, as a pedantic | Sustaining 


student, provided good contrast to| NBC, from New York 
the other classmates, but was hand-| wnpT, N. Y. 


icapped by script and faulty cam- | 


era work. 


, Ivan Sanderson, who discourses 
(on natural history over WNBC, 


Commercial was similarly dis-N. y., proves that this subject can 
mal, with Delmar and Cox spieling | make suitable tele material as well. 
about the king-sized DuMont tubes | Sanderson is a polished and suave 
with an obvious lack of authority. | spieler with an ingratiating man- 


A firmer hand from the top could| ner and an Oxonian accent, wh 
convert this show into prime tele| seems sufficiently grounded in 


Oversight 


Some eastern stations, at 
least those in Manhattan, are 
not identifying the geographic 
source of video programs com- 
ing from the midwest, prin- 
cipally Chicago. It is a mis- 
take, because any sort of in- 
quiry will reveal an interest by 
viewers in cross-country trans- 
mission 

It’s akin to the early days 
of radio and the magic of dis- 
tance. Besides, such identifica- 
tion would also act as_a dis- 


Arthur Godfrey’s second Wed- 
nesday (19) ‘round the clock for 


than that first affair. Godfrey was 
not only on his good behavior, but 
someone had also figured a few 
things for Janette Davis to do with 
herself while singing. 


mains stationary on a piece of fur- 





guised plea regarding any de- 
gradation of image. 


f TV Film Reviews 
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YOUR SHOW TIME 
(“The Diamond Necklace”) 
With Arthur Shields, 
John Beal, Maria Palmer, 
Baker, Stanley Andrews 
Director: Sobey Martin 
Producers: Marshall Grant-Realm 
Productions 
Adapters: Stanley Rubin, Louis 
Lantz 
30 Mins., Fri., 9:30 p.m. 
LUCKY STRIKE 
| WNBT, New York 
(N. W. Ayer) 
This is “The Diamond Neck- 
lace,” first in the Marshall Grant- 


Realm Productions weekly film 





narrator; 
Fay 


series being made on the Coast, 
Not being 


for American Tobacco. 


a good picture the three-reeler is 
not good television, either. 

The trouble is easy to find. Too 
much explanatory narration. The 
_long opening commercial plus the 
narrator’s lengthy introduction to 


the story uses up close to five min- | 


utes before any dialog hits the 
sound track. It makes a deadly 
beginning which can put the 
viewer to sleep or chase him to an- 
other channel. 


the rest of the film, too. 
It is one of the DeMaupassant 


twist stories about a poor couple | 


who borrow a diamond necklace to 
attend a social affair. 
and 


money to replace it, they 


i'spend the next 10 years in hock. | 


The day they finally pay off the 
| original owner returns to Paris to 
| reveal that the borrowed necklace 
| was a phoney. 

| Cast and camera work are nor- 
mal with both the number of play- 
|ers and production being modest. 
| There are no names to cause a 
ripple. Direction is tight enough 
except for the narrator who keeps 
reappearing like a ghost to haunt 
everybody. 

It’s a dull half-hour. 





fodder, even with the present for-| variety of subjects to make inter- | With Wayne Howell, Connie Evans, 


mat. 


More vaude and _ vaudeo- esting televiewing fog a half-hour 


minded direction could turn the period. 


trick. Jose. 


INSPIRATION THEATRE 
With Roddy McDowall, 


Rhoda | crats. 


On session caught, Sanderson 
‘lectured on cats—from the alley 
| variety to the blue-ribbon aristo- 
After giving the role of the 


Williams, Skelton Knaggs, Gus feline in natural and economic his- 


Talion, Tom Kennedy 
Producer: Jon Slott 
Director: Thor Brooks 
30 Mins., Mon., 9:00 p.m. 
Sustaining 
KLAC-TV, Los Angeles 


Top line dramatic production | 


and direction handled by Jon Slott 
made initialler in “Inspiration 
Theatre” series a video show well 
worth viewing. Program, also writ- 
ten by Slott, gave evidence of 


being carefully prepared and well | 


thought out. Thesping, headed by 
Roddy McDowall and Rhoda Wil- 
liams. was fine grained. Bit play- 
ers, Skelton Knaggs, Gus Talion 
and Tom Kennedy, rounded out a 
strong cast. 

“Inspiration,” which is angled at 


of one of the world’s great poets, 


weekly, came in for some bright | 


scripting by Slott. Only flaw in the 


30-minute presentation came with | 


the use of a film excerpt. Film 
footage ran long and was badly 
hooked into show. 

McDowall portrayed Ernest 
Dowson at a period in his life 
when he was about to commit 
suicide. Miss Williams enacted a 
poor soul from the wrong side of 
London who enlists McDowall’s 
help just as he is to do away with 
himself. Miss Williams manages 
the cockney accent admirably 
while McDowall’s English is cer- 
tainly cultured. Comedy inserts are 
left to the bit players who add 
needed lift to show. 

Thor Brooks camera direction 
was adroifly handled. Brooks did 
not overplay his camera movement 
but did manage to catch the mood 
of the drama. KLAC art staff was 
responsible for nicely balanced 
settings and fine lined mood crea- 
tions. 


Free. | 


i tory, he demonstrated the charac- | 


teristics of a variety of breeds— 
with live models. 
Sanderson is aided by Radcliffe 


Hall, who intersperses with an oc- | 


| casional question and some obser- 
| vations. However, it’s Sanderson 
who makes this session entertain- 
ing. Jose. 


' TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES 
With Ralph Edwards, participants 
Producer-director: John Gaunt 
'30 Mins. (experimental) 

| KNBM-NBC, Hollywood 

| Both NBC and Ralph Edwards 
‘have long been curious about the 
|adaptability to video of the zany 
lantics he puts his patsys through 


on “Truth or Consequences.’ That | 
presenting a highlight in the life it came off first rate can be cred- | dialer. 


|ited to NBC’s know-how crew, di- 
rector John Gaunt, and Edwards 
himself, who can adlib with the 
best of them and keep the laughs 
‘rolling. Show was fairly typical of 
years and the only touch was a) 
basketball game _ between his | 
‘Bloomer Girls and a quintet of | 
male midgets. 

There is considerable more mer- 
riment for lookers than listeners in 
the mad antics of the Edwards | 
stooges. On view are the type of 
characters Edwards picks from the 
audience for his daffy didoes and 
most of them look the part. The 
basketball players were  broad- 
heamed matrons, who made a droll 
picture in their bloomers and even 
funnier scampering over the court. 
It would not be an Edwards show | 
without squirting seltzer, pie-in- 
the-eye, wallowing in mud and 
other indignities go they were natu- 
rally included. rought on for a 
brief turn was Joe Greb, who on 


(Continued on page 40) \ 


|. narrators; David Lambert Chorus 

| Writer: Ray Mauer 

Producer: Campbell-Ewald Agency 

, 30 Mins.; Mon. (24), 9 p.m. 

| GENERAL MOTORS 

CBS-TY, from N. Y. 
(Campbell-Ewald ) 


, “Transportation Unlimited,” Gen- 
| eral Motors film produced through 
| Universal facilities for distribution 
|in each of the 30 video markets, is 
a solid half-hour plug for GM autos 


| 


| hibit at the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., 
falls short of its purpose by ren- 
| dering its subject statically, in- 
| Stead of dramatically. Film also 


As also might be | 
| Suspected there is little action in| 


The wife | 
loses it, the husband digs enough | 


{but makes for only fair viewing. | 
| Film, covering the current GM ex-. 


niture, so that the camera merely 
| delivers a portrait of “boy sing- 
'ing,” he will be warbling an unin- 
| teresting song. Godfrey has to re- 
ivive the tempo of the show after 
| one of these slow es. and he has 
'found a means of doing it by mov- 
ling over to a second piano to duet 
'with the pianist in the orchestra. 
| It’s hardly news that Godfrey plays 
well enough and can clown it up 
sufficiently to make this an enter- 
taining episode. It is when he 
takes off his coat to work in sus- 
penders, talks with a cigaret in his 
| mouth, or becomes careless, that 
|his video programs assume a slop- 
| py and slipshod atmosphere. And 
this show is constantly fighting 
uphill, due to Godfrey’s Monday 
night half-hour for Lipton. In toto, 
it all continues to add up to a lot 
of Godfrey, but on this Chester- 
field hour, when he feels a lull 
coming on, he can slide over to 
that piano and at least duet his 
way over some of the bumps. 





Cas Adams, ex-sports writer, and 
Dolly Stark, former big league um- 
pire, might do a better early eve- 
ning sports program for CBS if 


they’d stop mishandling valuable 
uests. The night they had Guy 
ombardo, neither Adams _ nor 
Stark knew what to talk about. It 
left Lombardo with little to say. 
For instance, Adams kept mention- 
ing the musician’s one-mile speed 
boat record of 90 m.p.h. and asking 
about the time he was hurt at “Ja- 
maica.”’ Lombardo is on the books 
|for 118 m.p.h., and was tossed out 
of his boat at Detroit. It shows 
that neither principal even took 
the trouble to look up the file on 
their visitor. With fast boats head- 
ing into what may be their biggest 
summer in years, due to the chal- 
lenge for the International Harms- 
worth Cup. there was enough ma- 
terial in Lombardo to have held 
him there a half hour, let alone 
an awkward 15 minutes. But so 


long as Adams and Stark dodge | 


taking the trouble to familiarize 
themselves with the backgrounds 
of all their guests, just so long will 
their show stay on a treadmill and 
go nowhere. 





Ed Sullivan’s “Toast of the 
| Town,” to ease the shortage of 


0 
a, TRANSPORTATION UNLIMITED available vaudeo acts, is now pre- 


senting talent from current Broad- 


| way musicals in the numbers they 
do on the stage. New idea preemed 
| Jan. 16 with Nanette Fabray doing 
a song from “Love Life,” and fol- 
|lowed through last Sunday (23) 
night on the CBS-TV web with per- 
formers from both ‘‘Where’s Char- 
ley?” and “Lend An Ear.” As one 
of the first fresh notes injected into 
'the standard vaudeo format, the 
idea is a good one and opens up a 
| wealth of new talent to such shows. 
Bulwarked with these acts, plus 
_a group of other standout perform- 
ers, “Toast” came off exceedingly 
well last Sunday. Holloway Sisters 
(2) launched the show on a bright 


| suffers on the technical count of ote With two fine terping routines, 


lacking enough black-and-white 
contrast for maximum clarity on 
|TV screens. 


Pic opens too slowly. Intermixed | 


| with glimpses of stage and screen | 
| celebs attending the exhibit are. 
countless shots of GM execs who) 
don’t mean much to the average | 
Heart of the film is the 


| spotlighting of the GM autos. But 


* | the only excitement is found in the 


new streamlined designs without 
the camera adding much. Effort to 


| 
/ what has been airing over NBC for | impart a human touch through the 


use of models as stage props set- 
ting off the star role of the autos 
is stilted. Mechanical details of the 
motors, which could be interesting, 


{are not spotlighted with sufficient 


emphasis or clarity. 


Narration chores are handled by 
Wayne Howell and Connie Evans 
in a competent style combining 
straight description and souped-up 
plugging for the bankroller. Back- 
ground music is futuristic wordless 
tune effectively rendered by the 
David Lambert chorus. Herm. 





Chicago—John W. Shaw agency 
has set up a tele department un- 
der direction of Robert Zelens, 
radio and video producer. New 
department will specialize in mar- 
ket tele testing for budgeting 
client programs. \ 


‘which the camera caught neatly. 


Byron Palmer and Doretta Morrow, 


\from the “Charley” cast, socked 
|across “My Darling, My Darling” 


from the show, with both young- 
sters looking like good film bets. 
Dean Murphy, off to a false start 
when Sullivan introed him as 
“Dean Martin,” ran through his 
standard impersonations in good 
style, getting a heavy hand from 
the studio audience on his FDR 
takeoff. 


Aided by good production, the 
routine from ‘‘Lend An Ear” ran 
smoothly, with Bob Dixon, Gloria 
Hamilton, Gene Nelson and An- 
toinette Guhlke trailerizing the 
show for home viewers. Manuel 
Viera and Marita, with their 
trained monkeys, were fine. Close- 
ups on the monks’ faces gave added 
impact to the new act. Al Kelly, 
handed the same false start as 
Murphy when Sullivan introed him 
as Willie Howard, pleased with his 
standard double-talk routines. 
Songwriters Sammy Cahn and 


|Jule Styne wound the show doing 
_a medley of their hit tunes, with 
Cahn singing and Styne at the 


piano. Emerson commercials, con- 
fined to two spots, came off much 
better than usual. 





“Philco Television Playhouse’s” 
adaptation of Jane Austen's “Pride 





STOTT CECETOVEDE OLY 


Chesterfield was more to the point) 


It helped. | 
Yet as long as Bill Lawrence re-| 


| Direct piping of the progpat 
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Tele Follow-up Comment 


PEPHPOCOHTFE HH For ees 
and Prejudice” on NBC-TV Sun- 
day night (23) maintained the high 
standards of this standout video 
program. It’s getting so that view. 
ers can take for granted this show's 
superior taste and overall produc. 
tion excellence. This is video at 
its adult best. 


Samuel Taylor’s literate adapta- 
tion of the 18th Century novel re- 
tained the flavor of the original’s 
comedy of manner. Fred Coe’s di- 
rection was fluid, despite the epi- 
sodic character of the drama, and a 
good cast played it to the hilt. 
Madge Evans, as the eldest of the 
Bennett sisters, scored heavily with 
an elegantly witty performance. 
Viola Roache, as mother of the 
Bennett Clan, etched a brilliantly 
comic portrait, and others in the 
cast and Harry Sosnick’s score also 
contributed greatly to make this 
costume play a thing of grace and 
humor. 


Philco plugs were handled in 
‘standard cute style by Bob Stanton 
and Bert Lytell. A_ switch to 
straight commercials might be a 
welcome change. 


| “Aecters Studio” is showing 
marked improvement in the quality 
of its productions on ABC-TV. Last 
‘Sunday night (23), “The Lady in 
| 142,” the third James Thurber story 
|adapted for this series, was given 
| firstrate styling with cast, settings 
and direction merging into an 
amusing flight of fancy. Story re- 
volved about the Walter Mitty 
reveries of an insurance salesman 
who had been reading too many 
spy yarns. In a railroad terminal 
waiting to take off for a weekend 
vacation with his wife, Hiram Sher- 
man, skillfully playing the imagin- 
iative salesman, overhears some- 
ithing about a woman in compart- 
ment 142 and constructs a lurid 
| espionage drama to fit. 
| Major portion of the play, 
{adapted by Michael Zeamer, ran 
off as a dream sequence that gently 
spoofed the conventional spy thrill- 
lers. Curtis Cooksey, as the leader 
of the spy ring, was appropiately 
| hammy and Jane Hoffman, as the 
salesman’s wife, delivered nicely in 
‘a blase role. Drama cleverly wound 
‘up with the fate of the lady in 142 
\lost in a confusion of whispering 
| between the train master and con- 
ductor. 








Entertainment quality of Milton 
|Berle’s “Texaco Star Theatre,” 
which has been subjected to a 
| much shakier tenure during the 
last couple of months than evi- 
'denced by that No. 1 Hooper, took 
a sharp turn for the better last 
Tuesday (18) night with a show 
‘that was standout in all directions. 
| Talent lineup, including three top- 
Mnamers, was as good as any yet 
|seen in the series and producer 
| Arthur Knorr took full advantage 
|of their capabilities to show them 
| off to the best possible advantage. 


Strangely enough, Berle started 
slowly with his opening monolog— 
and that’s usually been a tipoff to 

a sub-par stanza. But not last week. 
Paul and Paulette trio, doubling 
(from the Latin Quarter, N. Y.., 
'ran through their acrotwists on the 
‘trampoline with amazing agility. 
Act, given top production values, 
was a video natural, with Berle 
naturally coming in to try his hand 
'at the springy net in a funny bit, 
‘English mimic Florence Desmond 
'then took over with a group of 
‘nifty caricatures of show biz per- 
sonalities, topping off her stint 
|with a repeat btirlesqued takeoff 
on “Private Lives” with Berle. Two 
‘apparently forgot their lines and 
‘the requisite ad libbing, with no 
holds barred, made it all the fun- 
nier. 

Tony Martin, now headlining the 
Roxy, N. Y., stagebill, telepreemed 
with top results. Once he sur- 
mounted an obvious ike fright, he 
clicked solidly with a medley of 
/his best disk tunes, projecting an 
infectious personality along with 
his ultra-smooth pipes. He came 
back later in the show for a zany 
Royal Mountie skit with Berle, 
holding up well in the clowning 


| 


department, and then shared the 


windup spotlight with Carmen 
Miranda. Miss Miranda, doing 4 
“Texaco” repeat, showed as well as 


‘she did the first time out with a 


couple of her free-wheeling Latin 
tunes. Final production number, 
with Berle, Martin and Miss Mir- 
anda combining their talents 
marked an excellent sendoff for 
the midwestern viewers who wetye 
ogling the show for the first ee. 
0 






the midwest was mad 
through the opening 
cable link Jan. 11. 
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“Reckon I've no secret of success, 
unless ifs getting there the fustest...” 








MAJOR-GEN. N. B. FORREST. 
What old General Forrest said about winning battles also applies to radio stations 
out to gain their share of national spot business. 


No matter how good your sales story may be, unless it reaches its objective faster 
than the other fellow’s—and with more impact—yourre licked. 





Your messages in VARIETY do just that. They help him carry your campaign to 
the men who count. 


The men who spend the major portion of radio dollars are also the men who depend 
on VARIETY as their “fustest” source of weekly working knowledge. ‘ 
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ACLU's 
Court Tilt on Jury 


Defense of Balto Stations In 


Tampering Via Air 





The Baltimore supreme bench? 
rule making publication of any 
matter that “may prevent a fair 
trial or improperly influence the. 
court or jury” a subject for con-.| 
tempt is scored in a memorandum | 
prepared by James L. Fly on be-, 
half of the American Civil Liber- 
ties Union. 

Memo will be submitted today 
(26) to the Baltimore criminal court 


which will hear contempt pro- 
ceedings against WBAL, WFBR, 
WCBM, WSID, WITH and James 


P. Connolly, WITH commentator. 
Stations are charged with broad- 
casting reports of the arrest of 
Eugene James, who was accused 
of murdering an 1l-year-old girl 
last July. James had made dam- 
aging statements and admissions 
to the police, who gave them to the 
broadcasters. However, the court 
bars publication of such facts on 
the grounds that they prejudice a 
fair trial. 

Fly, who is an ACLU board 
member, submitted the statement 
as “amicus curiae” (friend of the 
court), having an interest in the 
case although not a party to it. The 
civil liberties group memo says 
that the court policy (Rule 904) 
should be declared invalid “as a 
continuing and ever effective sys- 
tem of censorship and a suppres- 
sion of free speech and press.”’ 

ACLU brief points out that 
newspapers were not involved in 
the contempt case because they 
generally seek advice of the 
judges before publication. ‘‘How- 
ever benevolent, this, we submit, is 
censorship!” the Fly statement de- 
clares. 

The civil liberties group argues 
that while, on the one hand, fair 
trial must be guaranteed, on the 
other hand, right of free speech 
must be protected. Therefore, the 
argument goes, the court should 
not be able to make a blanket rule 
restricting publication of facts 
about persons arrested. Instead, 
the press should be permitted to 
report the facts freely, with the 
court having the right to launch 
contempt proceedings only when 
the administration of justice is in- 
terfered with. 

he Fly memo says it is of great 
significance that “the contempt 
charges do not allege that a fair 
trial was made improbable. Nor 
is it easy to believe that in Balti- 
more the publication of facts re- 
garding an accused at the time of 
his arrest—however drastic the 
published statements—would ren- 
der this court incapable later of 
assuring a fair trial.” 


KDKA Workshop To 
Take Classes to Pitt U. 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 25. 


With beginning of its second 
semester middle of next month, 
KDKA Teachers Workshop will be 
expanded to include additional 
classes at Univ. of Pittsburgh. 
School is under the supervision of 
Mrs. Victoria Corey, Westinghouse 
station’s educational director. 


First two classes of the new 
semester will be held at Pitt. | 
Members of Workshop will then 
attend classes at KDKA studios for 
nine weeks, after which they’ll go’ 
back to the university for final 





teachers for better use of radio for 
classroom purposes, workshop is 
held for two hours every Wednes- 
day afternoon and participants are 
given full graduate credits by Pitt. 


Mrs. Corey conducts workshop in 
cooperation with Dr. J. A. Miller, 
of Pittsburgh Board of Education, 
and university officials KDKA 
staff members also 'take part at in- 
tervals in demonstrating special- 
ized departments of radio to the 
class. 





KDKA’s Men of the Year 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 25. 


Two KDKA staffers, Johnny 
Kirby and Homer Martz, were 
honored here last week in annual 
“Man of the Year” Awards by 
Junior Chamber of Commerce. 

Kirby, the only local singer to win 
a lead in past summer season of 
outdoor opera at Pitt Stadium, was 
named the Man of the Year in 
music and Martz, who. directs 


Westinghouse station’s Farm Hour, 
got the nod in agriculture. 


Lange Suspension Won't — 
Affect Operation in U.S. 


Suspension of Robert Lange, 
head of the French Broadcasting 
System’s North American Service, | 
and of producers Ben Smith and | 
Pierre Grimblat, is a temporary | 
measure, Radiodiffusion Francaise 
announced this week. Action was 
taken following ‘“‘non-application 
of certain administrative ruling,” 
French network offcials said, and 
bears no relation to the findings of 
the Cour des Comptes exposing 
irregular expenditures of several 
ministries in France. 

The suspensions are not affect- 
ing activities of the French Broad- 
casting System in North America, 
which is prepping a new series of 
goodwill exchange shows. 





Halifax Broadcasters 
Get Bum’s Rush Because 
Of Ban on Hockey Games 


Halifax, Jan. 25. 

When four staffers of CJCH here 
started preparing to broadcast a 
hockey game in the Forum, three 
policemen ushered them to the 
exit. The coppers questioned the 
sense of the order but they had to 
do their duty, they announced. 

It is believed to be the first ejec- 
tion of a broadcasting unit any- 
where. 

The group bouncing developed 
from a ban on all broadcasting of 
games of the Halifax and Dart- 


mouth clubs in the Maritime 
Hockey League. Although the 
Forum is owned and_ operated 
through a commission from the 


city council, the ban emanated 
from the two clubs. Both claimed 
the broadcasts had been the cause 
of falling paid attendance at all the 
games. Station claims that the 
chief factors in the drop have 
been poor brand of hockey and an 
overdose of it. Halifax and Dart- 
mouth are sister communities on 
Halifax harbor. Both clubs play 
all their home games in _ the 
Forum. 

The clubs maintain that attend- 
ances have improved from 1,000 to 
1500 since the ban went on. 
CJCH has been specializing in air- 
ing sports contests since it was 
founded about two years ago, and 
enlarged a year ago. 


| afternoon Star, it has continued 
| functioning although both dailies 
pulled a sudden stop several weeks 
ago; having been merged with the 
Herald and Mail, which owns and 
| operates CHNS also. In behalf of 
CJCH, it is claimed the station will 
_not fold, as it has been showing a 
_ profit, whereas the Chronicle and 
| Star were financial losers. 
| 


ABC Snares Bankroller 
For ‘What’s My Name’ 


ABC’s> “‘What’s My Name” re- 
turns to the airwaves under spon- 
sorship of the Homemakers In- 
stitute and Servel Gas Refrigerator 





off, ‘‘Name” had been bankrolled 
by General Electric. 


Show, which stars Arlene Fran- 
cis and Johnny Olsen, will be 
heard Saturdays at 11:30 a.m. 
Sale of the quizzer and “National 
Barn Dance” brings ABC’s new 
biz total to $500,000 in one week. 





KPIX Personnel Changes 


San Francisco, Jan. 25. 

Several personnel changes and 
additions at KPIX, San Francisco’s 
first television station, are an- 
nounced by Philip G. Lasky, vee- 
pee and general manager of KPIX 
and AM sister station KSFO. 

R. W. Wassenberg of sales staff 
has been transferred as operations 
manager of KPIX. Announcer Bob 
Hansen is AM assistant to KSFO- 
KPIX program director Keith 
Kerby allowing the latter more 
time to devote to KPIX program- 
ing. George Janda and Herbert 
Brett are new TV production assist- 


ants. Both Janda and Brett were tions 


formerly with WBKB, Chicago. 


News Interest Perks 

There was no slackening of 
listener interest in news pro- 
grams in 1948. That’s the gen- 
eral significance of a survey 
made by Hooper for WOR, 
N.Y., which shows last year’s 
audience up 8% over *44— 
which was both a war and an 
election year. 

According to the report, 
seven WOR newscasts had an 
average Hooper of 3.9 in 1948, 
up slightly from ’47’s 3.8. Four 
of the seven WOR news stan- 
zas covered registered gains— 
with the 9 a.m. spot soaring 
40% over the previous vear’s 
figure. Top rated news shows 
on the station are 6:30 p.m., 
with a 5.8, and 8 a.m., with a 
5.4. 


DuMont’s WDTV, Sole 
Pitt. Station, Comes To 
| Terms With ABC, CBS 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 25. 











to terms with CBS and ABC for 
channeling through some of big 
video shows from those two net- 
works into WDTV here. So far, 
| however, no agreement has been 
‘reached with NBC although nego- 
tiations are still in progress. 

| DuMont-owned WDTV, Pitts- 
|burgh’s sole tele operation, had 
‘announced prior to the _ teeoff 
simultaneously with opening of 


coaxial cable two weeks ago that | 
flock of CBS, ABC and NBC pro-| 


grams would be picked up locally. 
But apparently there was some 
| kind of a hitch in the meantime, 
jinasmuch as DuMont programs 
‘were all WDTV got out of New 
| York for the first 10 days of op- 
eration. Fact that station had made 
a flock of local sponsor commit- 
ments as a result, gave the town 
a video diet of film mainly, since 
operation here isn’t equipped yet 
'to televise live shows, and some of 
the celluloid was pretty bad. 


That, on top of second-rate in-| 
augural program, didn’t build up| 


too much good-will for WDTV in 
initial phases of its existence. How- 
ever, inaugural doing in Washing- 
;ton, together with the better web 
shows that came _ channeling 


through from last midweek on, put | 


video in a much better light around 
town and the early disappointment 
has been gradually wearing off and 
a certain amount of enthusiasm is 
'now replacing it. 











TV Viewers 


Continued from page 31 











| Affiliated continually interrupting and mak-/|ductions in settlement of unex- 
|with the morning Chronicle and ing commercials when acts are ex- Pired contract. 


pected. Too much of that is un- 
necessary and annoying. The talent 
on the Ed Sullivan show, though, is 
far ahead of the Berle show.” 
Survey revealed that even the 


|format of a show can be irritating 
if repeated too often, with viewers 
abandon wrestling after its early 
peak in popularity. Among the 
shows that haven’t started to wear 
‘on audience nerves is Bob Smith’s 
“Howdy Doody,” despite its across- 
the-board slotting. Why “Texaco” 
| as a once-weekly offering draws 
jsome adverse comments and 
“Huwdy” can get by five times a 
week is still open to speculation. 





DuMont TV web has finally come | 


especially showing a tendency to |}, 


|of the Walker Co. 


| Norfolk, to manage a new fulltime Marion Hutton, 


CBS station relations throughout 
Jaytt | the south and southwest, having 
| Pointing up the need for a con- at one time been sales mariager 


four sessions. Designed to prepare, Dealers, via BBD&O. Until it went tinued check on blue material, of WBT, Charlotte. He’ll work 


Inside Television 


Problem of publicizing television coverage of the Pres. Truman In- 
| augural last week was something of a headache to Washington publi 
relations folk serving network video stations. While the various re 
|augural events were televised from D. C., the programs were pooled 
_as an “industry presentation” arranged in New York. Scope of the 
| inaugural parade required more video cameras and cameramen than 
| were available in Washington. «+ 
, Radio publicists find that television has introduced new wrinkles in 
station affiliations. Until recently, ABC’s standard D. C. affiliate 
|WMAL, had both ABC and CBS affiliations in its television station’ 
Now CBS video affiliation is with WOIC, new Bamberger Co. television 
station, while network’s standard affiliation is with its key outlet 
WTOP. NBC is only major standard station network which has both 
its own sound and television stations in Washington. Du Mont, which 
| does not operate in standard broadcast field, also has a video outlet in 
| the Capital. 
| One member of the D. C. radio fraternity has suggested that it 
| would avoid confusion if henceforth pooled industry telecasts were also 
| given pooled news coverage. 





| 

| In another move designed to cut the price of television receivers 
|General Electric this week announced production of a new 8\4inch 
| viewing tube, first of its size ever made. New tube, a metal type similar 
to RCA’s 16-inch job, will cost no more than the standard seven- inch 
model but will give 50% -more picture space. Production of sets incor. 
porating the tube is expected to get under way this year. 

US Television, meanwhile, announced prices on two news consolettes, 
one with a 15-inch all-glass cathode-ray tube and the other with a 16-inch 
glass-metal tube. Both will sell for $625 and include FM radio, as well 
as TV. Viewing surface of both is about the same, since the all-glass 
tube has a flat face, as compared with the 16-inch model’s curved 
surface. 





As a special followup to this year’s television clinic, staged last week- 

/end at the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., CBS tele officials are holding 
|a “capsule clinic” for all network personnel interested in the new me- 
‘dium Friday (28) night. Web TV toppers are expected to cover much 
of the same information handed out to affiliate station operators in 
their talks to the homeoffice employees. Meet is scheduled for 7:30 to 
10:30 p.m. 
| 





| CBS television is now negotiating with one of the independent stu- 


dios for a picture package deal similar to the one inked five weeks ago 
with Eagle-Lion. KTTV exec asserted that all available material of 
any value whatsoever has already been used. Web is angling for a deal 
consisting of fairly recent films such as were encased in the E-L group. 
|E-L package consisted of “Enchanted Forest,’ Eddie Dean and Tex 
Ritter westerns and Michael Shayne murder mysteries. Pix were made 
in 1945 and ’46. 


AFRAIN NEW WCFLPACT: GAC Packaging Talent For 
_ WINS 2 ARBITRATIONS Video on Low Coin Basis 


| “*hicago n. 2. > . 
Chicago, Jan. 25 Using ‘Experience’ Angle 


American Federation of Radio 
Hollywood, Jan. 25. 


Artists last week inked a new pact | 
with WCFL, calling for retroactive} General Artists Corp. is building 
two television packages with which 


,and future pay increases to an- | 

/nouncers, actors and singers. Nego-| jt hopes to keep clients busy here 
| tiations are continuing with WJJD. | if nitery bookings are slow. Har- 
Minimum base pay for announ-' oid Jovien, west coast video top- 
(cers will jump $11.25 weekly to! per for agency, is putting together 
$114.35 May 1. Pact calls for) 4 Negro revue type show and an- 
retroactive increase from Nov. 1,|other tentatively titled ‘Ernie 
"48, $91.85 to $103.10. Actors and | Felice and His Girl Friends.” 
|singers get comparable boosts. | Jovien said GAC can ask its 
| Chi AFRA also won two arbitra-| clients to work at close to scale 
tions, first since 1943. Former ABC | for the agency package whereas it 
staffer Joe Wilson was awarded js the agency’s business to pull 
two weeks’ vacation pay on his coin up as high as possible when 
switch to WBKB, and Ed Prentiss | appearances are requested on other 
received $600 against Feature Pro-| package shows. Agency has sent 
out feelers to NBC and CBS on 
the programs and is working out 
| budgets now. Well worn “experi- 


Penny Heads Up Walker | &sency is planning on kinescoping 
Rep Operations in Atlanta 


of shows in the future. 
Atlanta, Jan. 25. 


| Planned line of the “Ernie 
Felice” show is a 15-minute. five 

| Royal E. Penny will head up the 

| Atlanta branch office of the Walk- 





per week program. Jovien hopes 
to insert GAC femme vocalists on 
a two per week basis when they 
are in town. Friday will be set as 
a “discovery night.” Jovien said 
that Kay Starr, Peggy Lee, Jo Staf- 
ford, June Christy, Connie Haines, 
Virginia Maxey 
'independent station there. |and Jeri Sullivan would all be con- 
| Penny was formerly head of the tacted. 

Raymer Co. office in Atlanta and| Negro revue will use entertain- 
has also been closely allied with | ers when they are in town, build- 
ing shows around those available. 
Those under the GAC belt are 
Louis Jordan, Cab Calloway, King 
Cole Trio, Mills Bros., Deep River 





er Co., radio station reps, as of | 
Feb. 1. Earl Harper, former head 
operations | 
'throughout the south, will go to. 


some viewers objected strenuously | closely on new policies with Fred- 
to such advertising as the Simmons eric E. Lake, one of the principals 
commercial, depicting a woman re- of the Walker Co. 
tiring on a mattress, or the shaving | 
spots showing men in their under- | 
shirts. Suggestive stage business | 
and under-dressed actresses also. 
got a severe panning, with viewers | 
Stating specifically they objected to Salt Lake City, Jan. 25. 
such things in their own living | A practical television production 
rooms, with the family grouped course has been arranged by the 
about the set. | Univ. of Utah in cooperation with 
Tele’s effect on sports events also the city’s video outlet, KDYL- 
came in for considerable discussion. | 
According to one viewer: “I’m sure 





Univ. of Utah, KDYL Set 
Up Production Course 


The nine students in the first 


the set has reduced my bar attend- | class are assigned to the station | 


stage managers, two a night. 

Course has been added to the 
university’s radio division of the 
speech department. The students 
will be expected to assist in in- 
struction of other students of the 


ance. We have more bottled beer #5 
at home now. No, the set hasn’t | 
prompted me to attend any events 
in person. Why should I buck the. 
crowds when I can sit here in com- 
fort and see the same thing?” Nov- 


Boys, Nellie Lutcher, Connie Jor- 
dan, Trenier Twins, Eddy Hayward 
Trio and Paula Watson. 

Agency has also inked Bobby 
|Worth and is making a pitch to 
peddle his KLAC-TV video show. 


CBS Switches ‘Luigi’ Back, 
Makes Way for Lum-Abner 


Unable to romance a sponsor for 
the Cy Howard-created “Life With 
| Luigi” show, which was recently 
|installed in the Sunday night 8:30 








/period, CBS has acceded to the 
wishes of General Motors (Frigi- 
'daire Division) and has put its 
“Lum and Abner” into the time. 
‘However it’s just for the balance 


‘of the season, P&G moving its 


elty factor was ruled out in most 
cases by viewers, with the consen- 
sus apparently being: “We’ve had 


|Red Skelton show into the 8:30 
jtime in the fail. “Luigi” has 
‘moved back to the “L and A” Sun- 
day 10 o'clock niche. Switcl 


department. 








Indianapolis—L. O. Fitzgibbons 


longer.” 


our set over a year and we watch /has been appointed general man- 
more than when it was new. This | po a 5 eee eo 
is due to a programs, more sta- | Fitzgibbons has served as commer- 
and stations on the alr cial manager of WOC, Davenport, 
ila., for the past nine years. 








went into effect this past Sugaday 
(23). . aoe 
For a while General ds, vid 
Young & Rubicam, w seriously 
mulling sponsorship 0 “puigh” 
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with stars like these... 


r | AL: ‘ocelyn br ; a wayne - joan mccracken 
nis king « kim hunter . tom ewell. bambi linn . jocelyn brando » aavid wa 

fessica tanay + aen ; 

jessica g 


playwrights like these... 


if SSéE 70 ® © g fi ; . / é rch 
, 


raves like these... 


is it any wonder that the 


December rating” of ACTORS’ STUDIO 


(DID YOU SEE THE SATEVEPOST ARTICLE?) 


was surpassed by only 9 nighttime 





network IV programs? 


7 *Hooperating December ’48 





You can buy ACTORS’ STUDIO, one of the most popular, most 





highly acclaimed dramatic shows in television. Spotted in an 





ideal Sunday night time... 8:30-9:00 pa, EST... the Ake 

has, as a sustainer, built up a large and intensely “— fol me 
i emimeial Call us today (CIrcle 7-5700) and find out how inexpensive 
ACTORS’ STUDIO is on ABC’s complete TV network. 


, 





American Broadcasting Company 
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the radio show is sitting it out for 
a hen to drop an omelet on his bald 
pate. Idea was mainly to show how 
the contraption works, which was a 
novel touch. 


Participants on the show were 
given cash awards, probably out of 
pocket by Edwards, as tele is not 
yet paying 25 bucks for a three- 
minute spot. Not out this way, any- 
way. Edwards is as telegenic as 
any male we've seen and his adroit- 
ness at keeping the characters mov- 
ing and the tempo lively makes him 
a solid bet for the home screens. 
Program was kinescoped so Proc- 
ter & Gamble can decide on the 
new medium’s potential as a soap 
seller. Simultaneous sound and 
sight broadcast would pose no prob- 
lem as the camera can follow him 
around as easy as a cable mike. 

Production of John Gaunt and 
camera work were both of high 
order and the picture at all times 
clear and sharp. On the air less 
than a week, viewers were hailing 
the NBC images as the best in 
town and the production far above 
was has passed for that on the 
other channels. As for Edwards 
and T or C they add a new comedy 
note to TV and maybe this one 
shot will open the way for a regu- 
lar weekly turn. Helm. 


KIDDIN’ ON THE KEYS 
With Earle Pudney, Carol Horton 
Director: Arnold Wiikes 
15 Mins.: Tues., 7:30 p. m. 
SAVE-THE-BABY 
WRGB-TV, Schenectady 
(George R. Nelson) 

Cough-croup manufacturer re- 

eently assumed sponsorship of pro- 


= 








VER 75 Y; 
Famous FO® % wt ARs 





AT LEADING DRUG STORES 
AND DEALERS EVERYWHERE 


Three-quarters of a century of 
know-how in the exclusive manu- 
facture of fine make-up for the pro- 
fession has made STEIN'S preferred 
by more theattical, movie — and 
now television people everywhere. 


co 
lem, write for free 


personalized advice. Just send 
a description of your coloring. 







Your 


analysis! If you 
have a profession- 
al make-up prob- 


personal make-up 





gram, which had been televised for | 
some time with Earle Pudney 
(WGY production director) at the 
piano and Carol Horton as as- 
sistant vocalist. 

“Kiddin’”’ does not encompass 
anything remarkable in television, 
but it pleasantly entertains. Pud- 
ney strokes the ivories and warbles 
pops, on the latter of which Miss 
Horton joins. Miss Horton showed 
evidences of charm, but did not al- 
ways appear poised. 

Pudney telecasts most engag- 
ingly in full-face, where a winning 
smile comes into play. Pickups of 
hands in action also come through 
well. Greater originality and flu- 
idity would improve’ program. 
Single production note was a pa- 
per moon, for that selection. 

Jaco. 


TAKE A DARE 

With John Conrad, Hugh Downs, 
Beryl Mullin 

Producer: John Conrad 

Director: Don Meier 

30 Mins.; Wed., 7.30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WNBQ, Chicago 
This is a low-budgeted audience 


participation show. Contestants 
are invited to take a dare—any- 
| thing from ripping up a_ shirt, 


wife squirting her husband with 
seltzer, tossing a bean bag, push- 
ups with contestants’ faces resting 
in cream pies, to holding a block 
of ice for half an hour. Prizes— 
ties, shirts, tables, chairs, lamps— 
are awarded dare-takers. 

If this is supposed to be video’s 
answer to “Truth Or Consequen- 
ces,” it has missed. Show is a series 
of walk-ons and walk-offs with lit- 
tle continuity. Dares and on the 
childish side and prizes are tele- 
graphed, removing any suspense. 
It looks like a filler whipped up on 
short notice. Without better shows, 
planning and continuity, Arthur 
Godfrey needn’t fear this competi- 
tion. 

John Conrad, as m.c., is too 
forced in his joviality. Production- 
wise, not enough camera changes 
| were used. 


¢ 


| ADVENTURES IN JAZZ 
With Charlie Ventura Orch, 

George Shearing, Dolores 
Hawkins; Fred Robbins, emcee 

| Producer: Robert L. Bach 

| Director: Ralph Levy 

| 30 Mins.; Sat., 8 p.m. 

| Sustaining 

| CBS-TV, from N. Y. 


“Adventures in Jazz” is the CBS 


complete | addition to the growing list of pop 


instrumental shows on television. 
With Fred Robbins, disk jock from 
WOV, N. Y. indie, as emcee, this 
one’s chief emphasis is on bop 
music, thereby differing slightly 
from the Eddie Condon show on 
i NBC-TV and the one on the N. Y. 


failed to come over in 
form, 
ently be grouped together, or else 


additional mikes must be provided, 


'in which case the audio engineer 
| would have to blend the music. 


Ralph Levy’s camera manipula- 


‘tion, for the most part, was good, 


with his cuts cued to the music. 
Robbins handled his emcee 
chores okay but messed up one 
spot by failing to identify by name 
singer Dolores Hawkins. .With his 
background knowledge of music, 
personal acquaintance with the 
musicians and stage poise gained 
through emceeing those numerous 
jazz concerts at Carnegie Hall, 
N. Y., he should make out well. 
Music, of course, was standout. 
Charlie Ventura combo socked 
across their now-famous disking of 
“I’m Forever Blowing Bubbles,” 
plus a couple of other bop tunes. 
British pianist George Shearing 
shone with a group of selections 
and Miss Hawkins, vocalist with 
the Gene Krupa band, displayed 
an interesting voice on her tunes. 
That takeoff bit with Guy Lom- 
bardo. with Lombardo disguised as 

a bopster, was especially good. 

Stal. 











| British Show Biz 











Continued from page 34 


measures 70. by 30 feet and 
neither is sufficiently high to en- 
able sets to be flown. Yet, notwith- 
standing these technical limita- 
tions, excellent effect in move- 
ment and change of scene is ob- 
tained by the use of as many as 
four TV cameras on a single pro- 
duction. An outstanding example 
was the recent production of the 
Elmer Rice play, “Counsellor at 
Law,” which was put on at the 
peak Sunday night viewing time 
with a repeat broadcast scheduled 
a few days later. Although running 
more than 214 hours, this play, 
produced by Eric -Fawcett, was 
transmitted with only two short in- 
tervals to denote the passing of 
time. 

It’s in this field that BBC pro- 
ducers have shown the greatest 
imagination. and recent produc- 
tions like “The Trial of Madeleine 
Smith’ and Oscar Wilde’s “The 
Importance of Being Earnest”’ have 
ranked with the best in this type 
of entertainment. 
| Where the video shows tend to 
| fall down at the present time is in 
the use of motion pictures, having 
to rely, owing to the industry 
embargo, on oldies, which are fre- 
quently outmoded in theme and 
presentation and only too often the 
quality of the prints leaves much 
to be desired. 

With few exceptions the vaude- 
ville section hasn’t made a play at 
big b.o. names, and except for the 
rare cases of up and coming talent, 





its true) 
The musicians must appar- 











Tele Chatter 
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Opera will perform. Station will 
debut with the “Mikado” which has 
been cut into three sections... 
KTTV news and sports series fea- 
turing Walter Carl and Al Wolf 


,will be sponsored by L. A. Times 


which owns 51% of outlet... 
KTSL, Don Lee outlet, will beam 
the Admiral “Broadway Revue” 
in this area...Mal Boyd, in asso- 
ciation with Courtney Productions, 
has packaged an audience partici- 
pation show “Guys Versus Gals” 

.."“Bid for Bargains,” 


bows on KTTV, Friday (28) 
NBC has purchased “The Three} 
Mesquiteers,” sagebrush serial pro- 
duced in 1936 by Republic. The 
15-minute cliffhanger plays KNBH 





on a four-a-week basis Betsy 
+ Mills, vocalist and harpist inked | 
for series on KTLA. 
Chicago 
WBKB reports orders for its 


multiscope from six stations 
Vernon Brook& WGN-TV’s opera- 
tions director, attended CBS video 
clinic in N. Y. last week 
WBKB’s John Mitchell is new gen- 
eral manager Delores Marshall, 
winner of Sun-Times Harvest 
Moon festival, warbling over ABC- 
TV out of WENR-TV. Jack Fas- | 
cinati trio supports Film come- 
dian Charlie Chaplin returns in 
silent two-reelers over WBKB’s 
“Movie Money” series, with Russ 
Davis as commentator. TV quizzer 
debuts Feb. 5 weekly Larry 
Clark on new sport program over 
WTMJ-TV Cathy Morgan to 
WBKB continuity Ruthrauff & 
Ryan’s TV director Fran Harris 
bedded with cold Irv Kupcinet, 
Sun-Times columnist, resumes 
“Kup’s Showup” over WBKB after 
three-week sojourn in Miami and 
Washington Arthur Bronwell, 
Northwestern university scientist, 
claiming color video eight years | 
away because of technical jams 
WGN-TV sales manager George 
Harvey guested at Chi Federated | 
Ad Club. 





Crosley’s Sales Powwow 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 

Crosley Broadcasting Corp. held 
its semi-annual sales meeting here 
last week under direction of g.m. 
Bob Dunville and Harry Mason 
Smith, v.p. in charge of. sales. 
Thirty people attended from New 
York, Cincy, Hollywood and Chi. 
Like everywhere else in radio, 
there was an attorney present— | 
Fred Ball from Washington. 

Personnel assignments an- 
nounced were: Stuart Lewis from 
Cincinnati to Chi sales office, re- 
placing Andy Neidenthal who, 


packaged | 
by Phillips and Jacobs Productions, | almost 





‘Berlitz School Behind 
New Foreign Language 
30-Minute Program 


Televiewers soon will be able to 
‘learn foreign languages merely by 
|sitting in front of their viewing 
screens. 

Indie packagers Robert Odell 
and Paul Killian, operating under 
a franchise from Charles Berlitz 
have readied a half-hour show de. 
signed to introduce the Berlitz 
method of language instruction to 
tele. Because the system depends 
entirely on mimicry for 
teaching, it’s believed to be a na- 
tural for tele. Plans call for Ber- 
litz instructors, plus occasional 
guests, to spotlight a different lan- 
guage each night of the week, so 
that interested viewers can have a 
range of foreign tongues from 
which to choose. 


Show carries the modest budget 
of only $1,500, making it one of the 
least expensive TV programs to be 
offered for sale in some time. 


| Phiteo 


me Continued from page 31 —— 


























plus the considerably higher tal- 
ent fees paid such name actors as 
Jose Ferrer, who starred in the 
“Cyrano” production. 

Philco is reportedly seriously 
disturbed over the fact that the 
show hasn’t yet managed to crack 
the top 10 Hooper list, while the 
much less costly “Toast of the 
Town,” slotted directly opposite on 
the rival CBS web; has held down 


either the No. 2 or No. 3 spot 
since its inception. 
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"On an Island with You" 


THE CAMEL SHOW 
Every Friday Nite, 9:30 E.S.T. 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 














HOUSE FOR 


Colonial home. overlooking Hudson 
River; 12 acres; orchards and flower 
gardens; six bedrooms, three baths 
and lavatory. Large living room 85 
by 18; Dining room and terrace; Large 
kitchen, all modern. Front and back 
stairs. Two car garage, and room for 
horses and farm animals, Spring 
water and artisian well. Only four 


SALE 








Daily News’ WPIX, which features #7 Marked by their mediocrity. 
illustrated booklet of make-up| the Max Kaminsky combo. Fans Exceptions like “The Charlie 
hints and suggestions. *|can thus take their pick of the, Chester Show,” whieh was aired 

| brand of music they want. for the first time recently, empha- 


’ Professional _Producer Robert L. Bach has size the necessity for star attrac- 
MAKE-UP ®'ven “Adventures” good visual 


moves to WLW to handle program 
‘sales; Neal Smith moved from TV | 
/sales to sales service department; 
Warren Morton, of Branham rep} 
, outfit, moves to N. Y. sales office, | 
succeeding — Stu 


minutes from Harmon and Ossining 
R.R. Station. 


Selling Price $60,000 


Inspection invited. Owner moving 
West. Write or phone owner, for 
other information. 


Also, write for Stein's free new | 


















tions in this branch of video enter- 








mountings to make it acceptable tainment or MacHarrie, re- | “MRS. W. SHERMAN BURNS 
are, including a well-designe ECH 
430 Broome Street, New York 13, N.Y. | <0 and interesting grouping of the. Sports Problem OI N.Y 
' musicians. That latter factor, There is, of course, always a SONORA’S BANKRUPTCY CLAIM cats 
though, militated against the show "eady-made audience for sport 








Chicago, Jan. 25. 
Sonora Radio and_ Television 
,Corp. has filed voluntary bank- 
ruptcy petition in Federal court, 
offering two-year schedule for pay- 
ing creditors. 





events, but here again the BBC is 
confronted with an embargo and 
cannot get telecasting rights for 
the major boxing or _ football 
‘events, and subsequently has to 
rely on the second-grade contests. 














FOR TELEVISION 


Young man, ex-GI, 22. College edu- 
eation, would like position assisting 
Television producer. 
















































































































































: But, in any event, open-air broad- Attorney William -Collen said i 
2 casts at this time of the year are firm assets were temporarily won ¥ eh Variety 
always a chance matter and a re- frozen. | 1GE W. GEMS, Now Vork 19, Wi. Y. 
cent instance when the weather = cena 
was too bad to allow a football 
WILMINGTON LANCASTER game to be screened brought home 
DELA. PENNA, the need for a good standby pro- 
gram. On this occasion the BBC 
: noe turned to its film library and.pro- 
4 duced a couple of documentaries, 
2 one of which alone ran for more NS RIPTI 
: than an hour and was guaranteed 
s to darken almost every video re- : : 
ss ceiver in London. If you are calling on radio stations, advertisers, and agencies 
HARRISBURG READING In BBC circles at the present in the United States or Canada—here is an apportunity to sub- 
PENNA. PENNA. tume the emphasis is on expansion. stantially increase your income by representing two of the fastest 
™ A Birmingham transmitting sta- selling syndicated programs in the Industry: 
tion, which will bring video within 
g the reach of the Midlands, is 
Bae skedded for completion in the lat- THE DEEMS TAYLOR CONCERT 
3 ter part of this year and plans are and 
3 under way for a network of sta- 
EASTON tions covering the whole of the TELLO-TEST 
pnd a . eee ce oe mtd We are interested only in top calibre individuals familiar with 
cata i senduatiiioas oe pe a hn — Si eter Mag ne to local and regional station operations 
4 € iu 7 - an who ‘ ; ore] 
ment iadaee GU tene uenmmee ave the confidence of station personnel. 
— se — — doubtless attuned Here is an opportunity for increased income and increasing op- 
its policy t i rj i rtuni 
I seaiedian  devtieadecs t in with this new portunities in the program field. 
Clair R. McCollough, Managing Director In eee supply any and all information which will aid 
Pittsburg, Kans. — Thad Sand- us in considering your application. 
Represented by ROBERT MEEKER ASSOCIATES storm last week became commer- 
_ ane hn. i cial manager for the Stauffer Pub- RADIO FEATURES, INC. 
. ‘formerly was promotion manager 7 : — we 
of Station KTOP at Topeka Kaew 5 East Wacker Drive, Chicago 1, Illinois a 
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— SID CAESAR 
with AC 4 


MARY McCARTY _. 


IMOGENE COCA 
MARGE & GOWER CHAMPION 


ROY ATWELL 
RONNIE CUNNINGHAM 
JUDSON LAIRE 
ESTELLE LORING 


BOBBY VAN 4K 
LOREN WELCH 


Musical Conductor... CHARLES SANFORD 


Set Designer .-.-. FREDRICK FOX << 
Costume Designer... PAUL duPONT 


Choreographer .-.. JAMES STARBUCK 
Writers .. . RAY CARTER - LUCILLE KALLEN - MEL TOLKIN 77 


Developed by 


KUDNER AGENCY, INC. in association with 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY, INC. 


























WEEKLY BEGINNING THIS pe 
E. s. :. 


FRIDAY* 


Telecast direct from the stage of New York's 
International Theater over 24 stations in 16 
cities and via kinescope film in 17 other 
cities with TV facilities, from coast to coast. 










PRESENTED BY 


Aedinivat 


TELEVISION * RADIOS * PHONOGRAPHS * DUAL-TEMP REFRIGERATORS + ELECTRIC RANGES | 









Produced and Directed by 
MAX LIEBMAN . 
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TV Fluffs Inaugural 


Continued from page 35 








President and let the show ride | 
from there. The reels bettered 
even that, however, by spotting 
their cameras over the crowd dur- 
ing the President’s speech to pick 
up reaction from the Govern- 
mental biggies in the audience. 


And the reels’ establishing shots, | 


such as that showing a newsman 
stamping his feet in the cold, were 
much more dramatic and human- 
interesting than the TV announ- 
cers’ flat statements about the 
temperature. 

Video did an adequate job on 
the “gala” celebration the night 
preceding the inauguration. Ham- 
pered by the wide reaches of the 


National Guard Armory, site of 
the mass parade of talent, they 
could do little more than train 


their best closeup lens on the per- 
forming stars and hope for the 
best. Coverage of the President’s 


Ball Thursday night was also okay, | 


under the same adverse conditions. 
Stal. 


Radio-TV Coverage Sets 
Flock of New Records 


Washington, Jan. 25. 
Radio and television coverage of 
the Inaugural, one of the biggest 
two-medium broadcast jobs on rec- 
ord, brought practically the whole 


roster of top news commentator 
talent to Washington and combined 
for the first time in a Presidential 
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“Music,” the sage Longfellow remarked, 
“is the universal language of mankind.” 
And good music, programmed always 
over WOXR and WOXR-FM, is the 
language that keeps more than half a 
million New York families constantly 
tuned to these stations. So constantly, 
indeed, no other station can reach them 
so effectively. These families love good 
things as they love good music... and 
can afford to buy them, too. Advertisers 
regard them as the most inviting seg- 
ment of this biggest and richest of all 
markets. Whatever language you speak 
...may we help you speak it more prof- 
itably through music? 


AND WQXR-FM 
"RADIO STATIONS OF THE NEW YORK TIMES 


dt its 











swearing-in ceremony film with 
video. 

The sound-sight coverage of the | 
events set some new records: 


An estimated 10,000,000 persons | 
saw the Inaugural ceremony, pa- 
rade, gala show and ball while the 
events were taking place, in addi- 
tion to several million more in 
cities off the east-midwest coaxial | 
who saw it later by film. 

Approximately 10 hours in. all 
were televised from. the gala, the 
Inaugural and the ball (although 
not all stations carried the full 
coverage), making for the greatest 
amount of time ever given via 
video to a related series of events. 

It was the first Inaugural to be 
carried to FM stations, through 
duplication by AM affiliates and 
through direct broadcast by an FM 
‘network (Continental). 

It was the first Inaugural to be 
broadcast by so many sound sta- 
tions—probably the bulk of the 
| 2,700 AM and FM stations now in 
ae through network, 


2 


cordings, and direct transmission. 


An important phase of the tele- 
vision coverage was through film, 
| with three video newsreel compa- 
i'nies—NBC, Telepix and_ Tele- 
| news—serving via air freight about 
115 stations not connected by co- 
‘axial. All four video networks 
joined in plans to bring film re- 
cordings of the Inaugural to every 
television city in the country. 

The nets recorded two negatives 
of the telecast, one a master from 
'which prints were made and of- 
fered at cost to all affiliated sta- 
tions. 

There were approximately 550 
radio and television staffers who 
came to Washington for the In- 
augural coverage. NBC sent down 
a contingent of more than 200, 
under the supervision of William 
F. Brooks, network veepee in 
charge of news and international 
relations. Aiding him were Fran- 
cis C. McCall, director of news and 
special events, and Adolph Schnei- 
der, news and special events video 
director. 

NBC commentators Ben Grauer 
and John Cameron Swayze acted 
for the television pool in describ- 
ing the Inaugural swearing-in and 
the address at the Capitol building. 
Others from NBC covering for ra- 
dio included Robert Trout, H. V. 
Kaltenborn, Morgan Beatty, Rich- 
ard Harkness, Robert McCormick, 
Ned Brooks and Leif Eid. 


ABC brought down about 50 for 
the events, including Gordon Fra- 
ser, Pauline Frederick, Ted Ma- 
lone, Taylor Grant, George Hicks, 
Van De Vries, and Walter Kiernan. 
In addition, the network’s Wash- 
ington regulars H. R. Baukhage, 
Elmer Davis, and Bryson Rash par- 
tieipated in the coverage. 


More than 100 technicians and 
commentators joined in the tele- 
vision pool coverage of the Inaugu- 
iral, with 14 cameras in use. An 
additional 30 technical people 
were employed by the telephone 
industry in connection with the co- 
axial feeding of the programs out 
of Washington. A battery of moni- 
tor sets in the Chesapeake & Po- 
'tomac Telephone Co. building pro- 
vided the choice from which the 
best pictures were chosen. 


The Continental FM network and 
key outlet in the Capitol, 
| WASH-FM, claimed that it brought 
more of the Inaugural to its listen- 
| ers than any other station and any 
/other network. Continental stayed 
| throughout the entire gala, Inau- 
| gural, parade, and ball for a total 
'of nearly 12 hours. 

| In addition, scores of commen- 
| Sasore came to Washington for spe- 
cial recording pickups for individ- 
ual stations. 

| Running story of the Inaugural 
_and parade was also broadcast in 
| Various languages by the Voice of 
| America and relayed by the BBC. 


| ‘Big Brother’ 


Continued from page 31 
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pected to serve as complementary 
| parts of a whole broadcasting 
| industry. 
| 3. Television shows cost a lot 
'more to produce than comparable 
| AM programs. Thus web service, 
/made economical by spreading the 
| costs on a network basis, is the 
| quickest and safest way to bring 
TV broadcasting out of the red. 

4. Tele’s capacity for selling 
goods and services will bring new 


re- | 


money into advertising. The me- 
dium, consequently, won't affect 
too much radio, newspapers or 
magazines. 

CBS-TV sales manager David 
Sutton revealed the willingness of 
top-spending national advertisers 
to sink new money 
money which doesn’t come out of 
any current budgets. Most such 
advertisers, he said, 
tele’s costs to such other budgets 
as sales or demonstrations. Sutton 
also pointed to the local adver- 


'tisers now using tele, which rep- 


resents the largest single group of 


| advertisers today. 





Coy Predicts Early 


Lifting of Tele Freeze, 
Move Into Higher Band 


Possibility of an early television 
climb into the ultra-high frequen- 
cies was spotlighted last week by 
FCC chairman Wayne Coy with the 


‘declaration that the Commission 


hopes to be able to provide for the 


utilization of the UHF “before the | 


end of the year.” 
Speaking at the CBS television 


clinic at the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, | 


N. Y., Coy predicted the lifting of 
the current FCC freeze on tele ap- 
plications by April or early May, 
with the probability that many 


pending allocations for space in the | 


present frequency band would be 
shifted to the UHF. Opening of the 
higher band, Coy said, is the “only 
practical method of providing 
enough space in the spectrum to 
insure a vigorously ccmpetitive 
television system.” 


Again emphasizing that such a 


‘move will not render present sets 
obsolete, Coy indicated that sta- 


tions now on the air would con- 
tinue on their present frequency 
assignments or else transmit simul- 
taneously on both bands. “The 
manufacturers,” he said, “can build 
a set that will receive both bands 
and give us as good or better recep- 
tion than we are receiving today.” 





UHF Boom to N. Y,. L. A. 


Washington, Jan. 25. 
Television move into the upper 
frequencies may permit the alloca- 
tion of more television channels to 
big cities such as N. Y. and Los 
Angeles, according to FCC spokes- 
men here this week. 


Under the present channel allo- 
cations, the biggest city can receive 
no more than seven station grants 
because of the over-crowded spec- 
trum. FCC emphasized, however, 
the pressing need for more stations 
in these key metropolitan areas, 
pointing out that there’s no reason 
for confining TV to only seven sta- 
tions, when N. Y. can support as 
many as 30 AM outlets. 


Only way to get those additional 


channels, which are drastically 
needed to prevent the industry 
from becoming monopolistic, is to 
move into the ultra-high frequen- 
cies. 








Radio Fears 


Continued from page 27 








gram on NBC. Other meat packers 
have pulled in the radio advertis- 
ing reins. 

Sterling Drugs has gone into ac- 
tion and has served notice on 
NBC that it is dropping the Sun- 
day night “Manhattan Merry-Go- 
Round,” one of the first telling 
blows in an industry now con- 
fronted with fierce competition. 
The soap manufacturers are pull- 
ing up short, disturbed over the 
approaching signs (those free of- 
fers of soap powder as a come-on 
is a tipoff as to what’s happening.) 


Thus the question has raised, 
what about the future of ABC and 
Mutual, with its wide open spaces 
for sale? And with CBS board 
chairman William S. Paley wrap- 
ping up all available top talent 
to make Columbia pre-eminent 
among networks, the question, too, 
is being asked: “What top bank- 
rollers are going to be around to 
pay for it?” 

Conversely, the economists find, 
the tobacco and auto industries 
are coming back strong. But not 
into radio. Both are eyeing the 
television horizon. Which leaves 
radio holding the bag, and predic- 
tions are that it’ll be an empty 
one unless they can invite fresh 
business. 


But it’s conceded that as TV 
expands, the new advertisers, too, 
are destined to embrace sight-and- 





sound rather than AM. 


into TV —) 


charge up. 


it would take back the frequency 














| fo Continued from page 309 = 
the assignment, limited to the first 
part of the quarter-hour. 
Commentary caught had Healey 
treading a middle-of-the-road path 
on politics and economics. Healey 
possesses a clear, firm voice, and a 
persuasive delivery. Prounuciation 
‘and enunciation at times sound a 
| bit over-meticulous. He added a 
| personal endorsement to the Save- 


‘the-Baby plugs delivered by the} 


|deep-voiced Bosley. Both men 


' fluffed once on initial shot. 


| bination of Healey and the week's | 


analysis should sell the sponsor’s 
| strongly pushed product. Jaco. 


LET’S HAVE FUN 
With Hank Grant, Holland Engle 
Producer: Hunt Downs 
30 Mins., Mon.-Thru-Fri., 12 noon 
GOLDBLATT DEPT. STORES 
WGN, Chicago 

Since open season hasn’t been 


declared on audience participation | 


shows as yet, this one will prob- 
ably be around for some time. 


Geared on a strictly local level, | 


format includes zany stunts, games, 
|penalties and shrieks from its 


awed and coy female audience. | 


Naturally there’s a prize in each 
and every pack, with hefty com- 
mercials thrown in for good meas- 


ure with each presentation. 


Hank Grant, as emcee and 


ease, putting contestants in happy 


|frame of mind with corny jokes, | 
and carries off interview with) 


guest star (usually a celeb appear- 
ing in Chi bistros) via adlibs and 
|friendly ribs. Holland Engle does 
away with routine commercials as 
|much as_ possible by clowning 
| through them with Grant. i 
all, participation-type show is kept 
‘lively and appeals to followers of | 
this type of airlane activity. 

| Greg. 
| SHERLOCK HOLMES 

With Morry Powell, Peter Bathurst 
Director: Lawrence H. Cecil 

30 Mins., Wed., 8 p.m. 
PENFOLD’S WINES 





| 2 G. B. SYDNEY | 


| Oldtime series of whodunits by 
|the late Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
carries plenty of appeal for Down 
Under radio fans. Should do okay 
(and build biz for the sponsor. 


Morry Powell in the name part 
overplays somewhat. Should tone 
down though before the series gets 
underway very far. Top player is 
Peter Bathurst as Dr. Watson. 
Show is done before an audience. 
Lawrence H. Cecil, in charge of 
the series, is a well-known local 
radio producer. He’s doing a good 
job with this one. Rick. 


Bob Hope 


Continued from page 28 























| 
_can show there is no substantial | 
‘overlap, it may well be disquali- | 
fied as a bidder since FCC rules 
| prohibit an owner having two sta- 
| tions covering the same area. 


| Another issue is directed at Fort. 
Industry's interest in acquiring an | 
eighth AM and a seventh FM out-. 
let, which is one more in each | 
service, than FCC permits. The. 
firm wuld be required to sell one 
of its AM and FM stations if it 
gets the Louisville properties. 
The commission also will inquire 
into Fort Industry television prop- 
erties since it now has three video 
stations and has applications pend- 
ing for two more. It would have 
to give up one of these applications, 
to stay within the video quota of 
five stations per owner. if its bid 
for Louisville is preferred over the 
others. | 


Hope is expected to take the 
stand at the hearing to prove that. 
his qualifications to operate the sta- 
tions will be in the best interests 
of the Louisville community. | 


While the commission inquires 
into qualifications of the WHAS 
bidders, it will also look into the | 
reasons why the Courier-Journal 
has not been going ahead with con- 
struction of its video station. An 
application for extension of time 
to construct the station was sched- | 
uled for hearing together with the 


_ matter of transfer. | 


Since the permit for the station 
was granted more than two years 
ago, FCC will try to determine 
whether the licensee (the Bingham 
family) “has been diligent in pro- 
ceeding with the construction” of 
the facility. The commission could 
deny the application, in which case 


and make it available to applicants 
and all deals to buy the properties | 
called off. Bets are it won't anal 


| pen, 


rr 
| Radio Reviews | 


Com- | 


singer, handles wordy chore with | 





All in| 


‘GEORGE FOX TRIES RR 
TV SYSTEM ON COAST 


Hollywood, Jan. 25 
George Fox Co. will be the first 
| west coast video production outfit 
to put Remington-Rand’s television 
communication system into opera. 
‘tion for the shooting of teevee pix, 


| System allows producers to view 
/picture on tele receiver as it jg 
| being recorded by the motion pic. 
ture camera. This eliminates view. 
ing the rushes and allows immedi- 
ate refilming of rough shots. 


R-R’s camera chain also allows 
cameras to be wired into all parts 
of the exec offices, thus permitting 
| stage activities to be followed by 
; any production or administrative 
| staffer not on shooting site. 


‘Chi Television Council 
| Skeds 3-Day Conference 


Chicago Television Council, 
| headed by WENR-TV’s James L, 
Stirton, has scheduled a National 
| Television Conference at the Pal- 
mer House, March 7-9. In the east, 
Television Broadcasters Assn. has 
| held several one-day video semi- 
nars, but this is the first compre- 
hensive three-day session. 

Speeches and panels are sched- 
uled on production, sales, manage- 
ment, programming, agency and 
sponsor relations, engineering, re- 
search and trends. 


The Tables Turn 


The tables have been turned on 
| video's buccaneering of AM talent. 
| The other Sunday (16) Ted Cott, 
WNEW v.p., was viewing WCBS- 
TV’s “Scrapbook” when he spotted 
singer Scotty MacGregor and said 
“That guy would be good on radio.” 
So now MacGregor has been pacted 
| for a cross-the-board stanza on the 
N. Y. indie, 9:35-10 a.m., preced- 
| ing Martin Block’s ‘Make Believe 
Ballroom.” Tentative preem date 
jis Jan. 31. 
| Besides singing pop ballads and 
| folksongs, MacGregor accompanies 
| himself on the guitar and does 
chatty intros. A tele “vet,” he has 
| been on CBS video for more than 
|a year. He had never had his own 
spot on an AM outlet. 


} 
| 




















Here’s The 


PAYOFF 


on ‘FASHION FLASHES’ 
After Six Weeks on the Air . 
® GLENN BRILL ADV. AGENCY, 


“A sharp upturn in client's 
December sales was developed 
through a special offer advertised 
only on Miss Hawley's program." 


© WHIZ, ZANESVILLE, O.: ''Spon- 


. « » Feels it will 


Denver: 


sor enthusiastic 
prove the best thing they have used 
in radio in ten years.” 

© WBRK, Pittsfield, Mass.: 'FASH- 
ION FLASHES Hooper here is 12.6 
..- 57.8% of audience.” 


A New Idea in Daytime Radio 


ADELAIDE HAWLEY’S 
“FASHION FLASHES” 


Transcribed 5 Minutes Daily 


AVAILABLE FOR NATIONAL 
OR LOCAL SPONSORSHIP 


Produced by Murphy-Lillis, Inc. 
For information write Mortimer 
Frankel, producer, 59 Park Ave., 
New York 16, N. Y. 





—— 
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Douglas Manor 
DOUGLASTON, LONG ISLAND 


Beautiful 2%-story house. 
Built for gracious living on 
plot, 180’x127'. 9 rooms, 3 
baths. 40’ living room, en- 
closed rches. New oil 
burner, hot water heat, 3- 
ear garage. All in perfect 
condition, Located on North 
Shore — 23 minutes from 
New York. Boating and 
bathing facilities within 2 
blocks of house. 


Price $38,500 


Mrs. Smyth 





ns vce 
Ww. A. WHITE & SONS 


gst. i806 


51 East 42nd St., N.Y. MU 2-2300 
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Inside Stufl—Radio 


immy Spitalny, who copped the 
aciets orogral last Monday (17), i 


the son of Maurice Spitalny, Pittsburgh booker and radio maestro. It 


BB Pen Earmarks 75G 
For Tele Pic Commercials 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
B-B Pen Co. will spend $75,000 


nod on Arthur Godfrey’s Talent 
S a nephew of Phil Spitalny and 


was only a few months ago that young Spitalny decided to turn comic. on television commercials this year. 


Since then he’s been breaking in hi 
midwest. Before that and ever sinc 


army service as an officer in AAF, he had a dance orch of his own in 
and around Pittsburgh. Couple of years ago Spitalny made a break for 
the first time, dropping the baton to try his luck as a comic on west 
coast, but nothing happened then and he returned to Pittsburgh and 
reorganized. Now he’s going out on the road at the head of one of 


Godfrey’s theatre units. 





s turn at minor spots in east and Pictorial 


e his high school days, except for wroductions has -been 


inked to make the one and two- 
minute vidpix. Films will feature 
sports and entertainment person- 
alities and other “names in the 
news. 

Pen firm will beam the commer- 
cials on all stations in the east. 


Some marginal newspaper-owned FM stations have come up with qa S/ngle spot is skedded to run each 


not-strictly-legit scheme to bolster their in-the-red operations. 
tisers are offered dollar’s worth of cuffo ad space in the paper for every 


dollar’s worth of air time bought. 


Papers skirt FCC ban on free space by billing the ads strictly as 


program promotion. However, spon 
Practice is seen pointing up anew 


day on a single station. using a 
round-robin effect. B-B is making 
enough films so that there will be 
no duplications within any 10-week 
period. 


Adver- 


sor’s name is plugged in big type. 








CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 








Cleveland—WTAM has added to 
its staff announcer Bob Shelley, 
former of WLOK, and Eugene 
Myers, sales. 





Columbus, 
White, farm program director of 
WHA, Univ. of Wisconsin, moves 
here Feb. 1 as director of WOSU’s 
“Farm and Home Hour” and radio 
editor of Ohio State University’s 
Agricultural Extension Service. 


Omaha — WOW inaugurating a 
new service with Walter E. Cronk- 
ite as Washington correspondent. 
Cronkite is set to live in Washing- 


0. — Maurice E. 


ton and supply WOW with two 
programs a week, an area report 
and a state report. This is first 
time any radio setup here has at- 
tempted this. 





Houston—Walker Co. has been 
engaged as national representa- 
tives by KLEE-AM 5,000-watt in- 
cegenpems station here, effective 

eb. 1 





Kansas City—Vic Peck recently 
joined the staff of the Kansas City 
Star’s WDAF, principally as a 
sports announcer. 








/ the weak commercial position of 5 





FM. But newspapers are holding on to FM licenses, feeling prestige of 
peing in radio hypoes circulation. 





Twin Cities (Minneapolis-St. Paul) AFRA is putting out a “vearbook”’ 
designed as a catalog for talents of its members. Book will go into 
hands of advertising agencies and potential sponsors as a directory of 
talent available on local stations. 

Staff of KSTP, however, is non-AFRA, turning down membership in 
unit vote. That fact prevented KSTP staffers from serving with Dr. 
IQ show for several weeks some time ago, despite fact that station 
broadcast the show. 





Navy is preparing to issue a new series of 13 platters featuring Eddy 
Duchin and his orch, to go on the air weekly, commencing the first 
week in March. Disks will promote officer procurement and Naval 
Reserve recruiting. 

The recordings will star such vocalists as Kay Armen, Eugenie Baird; 
Connee Boswell, Maxine Sullivan, Anita Ellis, Nan Wynn, Jane Pickens, 
Bea Wain, Yvette, Nancy Donovan and Janette Davis. Platters, to run 
15 minutes, will be available for stations throughout the country. 


COLUMBUS GETS INTO |KLAC-TV Combining Shows 
TV PICTURE MARCH 27; To Boost Programming 


Columbus, Jan. 25. | Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

March 27 looks like TV-Day in| KLAC-TV is weaving seven of 
yn se ges .. its 15-minute television shows into 
rea cr cag al in scasteuction two 30-minute programs. Station 
here, said that is the date telecasts | execs feel that they have had too 
will start, barring unforeseen cir- Many straight vocal and _ instru- 
cumstances. Work on the trans-| mental programs, without story 
mitter building is nearly complete line, planted in schedule. 
and erection of the 578-foot tower| Carol Brent, David Street and 
with FM and TV antennas will be-| Robert Maxwell programs have 
gin soon. been strung together. Show will be 

However, it is likely Columbus 8iven a format and titled “Pent- 
video set owners who have been house Serenade.” Three other 15-| 
straining (with some success) to Minute shots featuring Bill Bryan, | 
view Cleveland and Cincinnati snore ego — Rolande —. 
telecasts, will be able to pick up, P€au have also been wrapped up 
WLWD, Crosley’s Dayton televi-| into “Club 13” which will roll once 
sion outfit, which will begin oper- | Weekly. 
ating early in February. 

Meanwhile, the Columbus Dis- TV Soundtrack Scale 


patch-owned WBNT is also in the | 3 
construction stage with erection of Ready in 60 Days 
Hollywood, Jan. 25. 


its 595-foot tower already under | 
ver: Television soundtrack recording 


. scale will be effected within 60 
KCUL in Spring Preem days, according to J. W. Gillette, 
Fort Worth, Jan. 25. 


r i International studio representative 
ort Worth’s newest station he : | 
KCUL, a 5,000-watter,-is scheduled | f0" American igre atten a€ Ap 
for day and night operation begin-| cians. Gillette 1as recelvec of fi- 
ning next spring. The station will cial notice from the federation re- 
have a six-tower transmitter. garding the scale negotiations. | 
Associated in the broadcasting, Gijjette met with Television Film| 
venture are Bruce Chambers, gen- | producers Assn. members here last | 
eral manager; Restor Cuesta, chief yee General discussion did not 
engineer; and Johnnie Andrews, | jnyoive coin payment for musicians | 
local businessman. |; but did point out different prob-' 
'lems involved in video producing | 
THERKELSEN APPT. | from those erun upon in motion. 
Minneapolis, Jan. 25. _— picture producing. 

Erwin, Wasey and Co. announced | 
appointment of Donald F. Therkel- | 
sen as radio director. 














CHARLOTTE TV BID 


He had held similar position | Greensboro, N. C., Jan. 25. 
with Bozell & Jacobs. Appointment | Gordon Anderson, manager of | 
was announced by Ray C. Jenkins,’ WCOG, Charlotte, said the Inter- | 
exec veepee of agency. | City Advertising Co. of Charlotte, | 
—_—_—_ | owner of the ABC outlet, has ap- 
| plied for a new commercial tele- | 
"Very Titillatina’’ | vision station at Charlotte. 

y "Past | Inter-City also owns WAYS and | 
ost, Denver, Col. |) ways - FM in Charlotte, and 


"WHAT MAKES | WKIK in Columbia, S. C. 
YOU TICK?” 
K? 


For Ivery Flakes 
CBs, Mon. thru Fri. 
2:45-3 P.M, 


With JOHN K. M. McCAFFERY 














| 
! 








KGO-TV Preps Test Pattern | 
San Francisco, Jan. 25. | 
KGO-TV, following completion 
of its 508-foot tower alongside the 
Sutro mansion between Twin 
Peaks and Mt. Sutro in the center 
of San Francisco,, is set to start 
test patters about Feb. 1. 
Frisco’s only operating TV sta- 


Written and Directed by ; 
ADDISON SMITH tion is KPI1X-KSFO which preemed 
Dec. 23. 


ma ———————EE 


DEAR AL: 


We all admit Jan August is phenomenal, but 
did you see the further development in this issue 


on e 51. 
i JOE 





























Edwin Fadiman 





to 


Personal Direction: 


The First Piano Quartet 
is under exclusive long-term contract 


for radio, television, concerts, records and all 
branches of the musical and entertainment field 


FADIMAN ASSOCIATES LTD. 


150! Broadway, New York 
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Col. Agrees to Full Royalty Rates 


On LP Use of Copyrighted Music 





Columbia Records has agreed to+¢ 
discard the “experimental,” royal-! 
ty-free blanket licenses it secured 


from all maj j i Wizell’s Own Pub Firm 
jor music publishers 


last June in relation to the mar-| . Murray Wizell, former profes- 
keting of its Microgroove Long- sional manager of Famous Music | 
Playing disks. Company has agreed | and other firms, has set up his own 
to pay full royalty rates to pub- Publishing business in New York. 
lishers for the use of copyrighted | Titled Murray Wizell Music, the 
music as of Jan. 1, on the usual |¢W firm starts off with a tune 
quarterly basis eveff though, in the | !abelled “Ho Hum, It’s Spring,” by | 
majority of cases, its royalty-free Jeanne Burns and Harold Mott. 
agreements with pubs are not due Wizell had been connected re- 
to expire until June 31 next. cently with Joe Davis in another | 











Harry Fox, agent and trustee for |Murray Wizell firm. He left the 
publishers in mechanical matters, | Utfit and sued Davis on the basis 
arranged the new agreement with | °! the 25% interest he held in it. 
Columbia. He followed the line of | This action was settled about a 
reasoning taken by many music week ago. 
publishers that CRC’s LP disks : 
were beyond the experimental ? . 
stage in view of the number of RCA’s Top Promotional 
such disks sold. Publishers, how- se 
ever, will not realize any sizeable Hoopla on Como Disk: 
revenue from LP sales in view 4 ( ff T ‘. ’ 
the fact that the vast majority of | 
sales in that category involves pub- | uiT0 rip to Italy 
lic domain classical selections. Co-| Perhaps the heaviest promotion 
lumbia is, however, marketing nu-|0n a hit disk to take place since 
merous copyrighted standard tunes | the recording business began _lag- 
by its top artists. They will be the| sing is being applied by RCA-| 
source of most of the income pubs | Victor to Perry Como’s “Far Away | 
derive. At least until CRC’s seven-| Places.” Como and Victor are un- | 
inch LP disks get rolling on a/|derwriting the cost of a two-week 
larger scale. They will carry pops trip via Pan-American to Lake 
and standards and classical. | Como, Italian resort, and the selec- 
Move tc secure royalty payments tion of a winner is to be done 
from Columbia on its LP’s may through disk jockeys all over the | 
also have been designed to stymie Country. Trip will start from New 
a plea by RCA-Victor for its new | York March 31 and be preceded by | 
45 rpm disks, which won’t be re-| and followed by a guest shot on 
leased until April. It’s very prob- Como’s Chesterfield broadcast. 
able that Victor anticipates re-| Jocks, contacted by Victor disk 
questing royalty-free experimental | distributors, will ask. listeners to 
agreements from pubs on the new write in 25 words or less, “why I | 
venture, in view of Columbia’s | would like to visit Lake Como.” 
having such a deal. Whether Vic-| Sectional winning letters will be 
tor will te abte to obtain such an'culled to decide the trip-taker. | 
objective now is anybody’s guess. Distributors are setting up vari- 
, ous oe the regional win- 
. ners who do not achieve the top 
Philco LP Players Go prize. 
_Look magazine is set to do a pic- 
For Free With TV Sets torial coverage of the winner’s ive, 
, . . Contest starts Feb. 7 and runs for 
In Bid for Circulation —— 
hs ‘ romotion of this , ither 
In an effort to get as many 33% pop or classical os hgsatlbye vaca 
rpm turntables into consumeTs) ggcary just befor a a 
homes before RCA-Victor debuts 4.,.° ; Ptore and since the 
: : hina, start of the war. Now that sales 
its 45 rpm disks and machines, have sloped off fairly = ‘ 
New York dealers were offering \.)t;, airly sharply from 
; ? “er wartime figures occasional stunts 
Philco players for free last week figure to po é nts 
: . actin : ‘ 5 p up. But the job bein 
with Philco tele sets. Big ads in| gone on eehe’s peneeell g 
dailies cited a combination of the yond the sainal recording goes be- 
$349 Philco video model plus a| motion scope of such pro- 
changer for the same $349. j 
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LAURIE RAIN 


Most Beautiful Girl in Radio 
dubbed that—and 





Laurie’s been 


her records (Coast) prove her one 


of the most beautiful song stylists. 
Latest hit is “Can’t Sleep.” Mark 
Warnow discovered her; also starred 
in Rudy Vallee’s “College Days.” 
Miss Raine and Tim Gayle, 
her publicity manager-husband 
Radio-P.A. tour, scouting 
songs, new talent. 
TIM GAYLE 
(Pub-MGT) 
Temporary Mail Address: 
HOTEL STATLER 
Detroit, Michigan 


Alfred Drake in Middle 
Of Two-Way Dilemma 
On ‘Kiss Me, Kate’ Disks 


RCA-Victor’s signing of baritone 


new 








| Alfred Drake, now in the cast of 


“Kiss Me, Kate,” to a term con- 
tract caused an unique situation 
Monday (24). It puts Drake in the 
position of having recorded the 
tunes from the show for both Vic- 
tor and Columbia Records. 
Columbia several weeks 
completed arrangements with the 


| producers of “Kate” under which 
|it would record the score with the 
i show’s cast. 
'the weekend before last 


done over 
(15-16)), 
but was not completed. Some work 
was left until Monday (24). Drake 
recorded at Columbia with the full 
cast that morning, and the same 


This was 


el 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By Bernie Woods 


Coupling of male and female art-{ and need not be confined to 
ists on new recordings made since | tunes the lyrics of which lenq 
the end of the disk ban six weeks themselves to _ such treatment 
ago is being given wider attention , Basically, what results is show. 
by major manufacturers. Colum- | manship on wax, more entertainin : 
bia Records’ successes with Doris listening for record buyers rw 
Day and Buddy Clark apparently | disk jock dialers who easily get 
has had a lot to do with leading | fed up with the more or less limit 
rival companies into the same ed impact of an individual artist. 
groove. In the case of Miss Day | Too, a tune cut by a single artist 























|}and Clark, however, their work depends for sales success largely 
together has in the past been con- | on the success of the song itsele 
| fined to new pop tunes that clear- | fact that has been painfully proven 
ly called for dualing. But, lately, | time and again to even the biggest 
ithe thought is being applied on a | artist. , 
| wider basis. By coupling artists on arrange. 
| For example, Capitol Records’ | ments written with some imagina- 
|latest releases. There are coup-/| tion the chances for sales success 
| lings by Peggy Lee and Dean Mar- | are improved since the interpreta- 
tin, Jo Stafford and Gordon Mac- tion has a better chance of being 
|Rae, Margaret Whiting and Jack a factor. The entire load is not on 
Smith, and it’s possible that Mar- | the tune itself. 

'tha Tilton will be grooved in tan- In brief, expanding the dualing 
‘dem in the future. Dualing is not idea is something that can only 
/new to Cap; the company has done | do the lagging disk business a lot 


or, | it consistently in the past. But al- of good. It can’t possibly do it 
ways using a top star in company | any harm. It’s a form of showman- 
with a new one as a buildup pro-/;ship. And that’s show business— 


on records or in any other phase. 

Sammy Kaye “The Rosewood 
Spinet”—“I Got a Gal in Galves- 
ton” (Victor), An excellent coup- 
ling which dispenses the best of 
what Kaye can lay on the line for 
jukes and jocks. “Spinet” ar- 
rangement is almost identical to 
that of Kaye’s tailoring of “Old 
Lamplighter,” a hit for him and 
the same writers and publisher a 
few years back. It calls for choral 
vocalling by the band in back of 
'Don Cornell’s vocal. It should do 
very well. It’s backed by a novelty 
lyric cut on a beat beam that’s 
good jock material in itself. Don 
Cornell and the Three Kaydets 
tackle the lyric. 

Doris Day “I’m Beginning to 
Miss You”’—‘“Don’t Gamble With 
| Romance” (Columbia). Latest tune 


cess. Both Miss Whiting and 
| Smith are top names on Capitol, 
| however, and their first dualed is- 
/sue is an arrangement of “Frankie | 
|}and Johnny,” hardly a new song 
| plus a tune from “Where’s Char- 
| ley,” which is new. 

Columbia itself is following the 
| dualing line further. It recently 
| paired Jerry Wayne and Janette 
| Davis on four sides, not all of 
which demanded such treatment. 
“A Little Bird Told Me” isn’t in 
|that category. CRC is said to be 
| so satisfied with the pairing that it | 
| will continue to work Miss Davis 
and Wayne together. Neither are 
what can be called established disk 
stars. Wayne was aboard “You 
|Can’t Be True, Dear,” superimpos- 
ing a vocal over Ken Griffin’s 


| 
j 


ago organ (Rondo) solo, and Miss from the pen of Irving Berlin, 
Wayne is nationally known be- “Beginning” has a lot, to recom- 
cause. of here connection with mend it, including Miss Day’s per- 


formance of it. She works all of 
the wax personality she has lately 
shown into the enticing ballad, as- 
sisted by a male quartet and whis- 
pering background under John 
Rarig. It’s good jock stuff. Flip- 
over kicks into two-beat on a tune 
helped along by 


Arthur Godfrey’s radio shows. But 
neither is top name. 

Mercury is also going deeper 
into dualing. John Laurenz and 
Anne Vincent is its latest coup- 
ling. In the past Vic Damone and 
Patti Page have worked together 


afternoon appeared at Victor’s | often. , Decca of course, has al- that’s pleasant, he 
N. Y. studios to do four “Kate” ways used the idea. London, the the same accompaniment. 
tunes. two solo and two in duet! British Decca label in the U. S., Guy Lombardo “Red Roses for a 
with Jane Pickens. has used it extensively, too. | Blue Lady”—‘“Everywhere You 
Columbia's disks will be released That the dualing idea is good Go ; “Down by the Station”— 
in album form, whereas Victor’s | goes without saying. It can be “Sweet Georgia Brown” (Decca). 
will be issued as singles. used even more often than now First sides made by Lombardo 
on . ' since the end of the ban, and 


there’s good jock and juke and 

















That’s an improvement on the A, TETY im: . <P ‘. aa Week of J n 22 
initial bid by Columbia and disk N an. | t os Ty gle 
dealers two weeks ago, the day CF F+eeeesoerees, est Cel Ars On On- ac mes 9446466646664664 | “Red 6 hm * a aoe b Prag 
after ig showed | 45 develop- | . _—— : | Lombardo’s style, and he does well 
ment to tradesmen an newspapers. | 1. LITTL { Evelyn Knight........... Decca {| by it in the usual tempo, with a 
Then, 2 combina on of 3 $20.95 ; E BIRD TOLD ME (10) (Bourne) ...............+02:- ‘Puan Weleda... Supreme $ vocal by Don Rodney. Aeseye 
able, . 4 ;, ¢ Where” is a new melod i 
groove Long-playing disks worth | SLOW BOAT TO CHINA (13) (Melrose) .............++005- ge pasees ape iene z | a good account of itself: it could 
$4.85 each, were offered for $19.95. | ls guage lelalaaad P 4 | happen. Rodney and The Trio cut 
N. Y. disk people are more con- | 3. FAR AWAY PLACES (6) (Laurel) ... ..... pabdaeseeeeaanan tpime'C ea Pap Anh ser pS q | the pests. “Down by the Station” 
vinced now that once _ Victor’s | mg CTOSDY.....eeeeeees ecc 'is almost identical, in a fashion, 
changer hits the market (it’s due| 2 4, MY DARL \ Stafford-MacRae........ Capitol 3 | with Tommy Dorsey’s (Victor) ver- 
in April) there’ll be a battle be-| ING, MY DARLING (9) (Morris) ......... seeeeees) Day-Clark .....:+02--. Columbia t ~~ ag — hog Trio and a chorus. 
tween the two factions to give the | Dinah Sh , | It’s not quite up to the rival disk, 
players of each away for free.  |¢ © BUTTONS AND BOWS (15) (Laurel ................... os ! a. aa gigs eee | aawever. Georgia” is gauged to 
| , . ee Ts tee ee vantage of the renewed in- 
WGOLERY T0 BIC THREE | I'VE GOT MY LOVE TO KEEP ME WARM (4) (Berlin)...... Les Brown........ -«- Columbia q _terest in the tune. Lombardo’s 
~ 7. GALWAY BAY (3) (Leeds) ... { Bing Crosby...... teen Decca ¢ | ideas on it are okay and the disk 
; edhe Fe ee London ¢ | — good listening. It’s prob- 
7 , Yo 7 al 
WITH ACCENT ON TELE 8. YOU WERE ONLY FOOLING (6) (Shapiro-B) ..... err eT § Blue Barron........+++.. M-G-M r¢ files. Cliff oa "= 
Big Three (Robbins, Feist, | Ink Spots Coes eeeset asin Decca z Nellie Lutcher “My New Papa’s 
Miller) have taken on Pete Woolery|$ 9. PUSSY CAT SONG (1) (Leeds) ..............ccecseceseeee, J Andrews-Bob Crosby..... Decca $ Got Everything’—“Say a_ Little 
to handle the standard catalogs of | (Perry Como.............. Victor J | Prayer for Me” (Capitol). Neither 
the three firms, a post formerly 10. MAYBE YOU'LL BE THERE (25) (Triangle) { Gordon Jenkins...... .....Decca ¢ og — a og pn age ae —_ 
ines er: ey CE ES eB ee ewe | Eddy -Howard.......... Majestic ~ | 2S hard as past Lutcher pieces. bu 
doing the same thing with E. B. ’ z | jocks will get good use out of “My 
Marks. Woolery’s job also will be | Coming U ¢ | New Papa,” a tune akin in idea to 
to contact television performers. | oming P z a pee g Bi ay ol — =, 
All major music firms are pre- |} 3 | ered with all the verve and bounce 
paring to seek television plugs. ¢ POWDER FACE WITH SUNSH {Evelyn Knight........... Decca ¢ Of Which Miss Lutcher is capable. 
eS ies Gn icaane eae INE (Lombardo) ..... PEE y | Primes Pires paren: Pot 2 va t Ramey | solidly on a modiuite bee. 
a peg Rie iy oibethang dese ot _~ DOWN AMONG SHELTERING PALMS (Miller) ................ {Sammy Kaye...... ianeus Victor f vokes indifierent Feattion. Pp 
iar dak suseaan. : if | Jolson-Mills Pere © Decca 4 Ray Anthony “Passing Fancy’— 
BRUSH THOSE TEARS (Peter Maurice) ..... La aies ate § Evelyn Knight............ Decca ¢ “Peace of Mind” (Signature). Ray 
veeeececee*’ Barry Green...........Rainbow z | ae a is one “> 
° ° F : | ver ew of the younger band. 
Disk Jockey Review LAVENDER BLUE (Santly-Joy) ................. shiveesoessesad cll 03 speseweoes oe a names who seems and sounds like 
eS cr des eda + he might have some b.o. potential. 
| SO TIRED (Glenmore) { Russ Morgan Decca + Ba : 

—__—__—_—_—_—_————!, {~ SO TIRED (Glenmore) ........... vaste Sdbeccevescseoeceseé ee a ee soeeeee. Band works nicely on both these 
CLUB PLAYHOUSE COE GET svcd cnceen ace Capitol : sides, in conjunction with vocalist 
With Bert Dilson BELLA BELLA MARIE (Leeds) ‘ + ; ‘ , 
Director-Producer: Bert Dilson eee eee ee eee eeeeeeeereeesneseees Andrews Sisters ee ee ewes Decca ? ' Ronnie Deauville, now on his ove 
15 Mine; Mon. thra Fri. 11:30 pm,|{ GLORIA (Rene) ee eee { Mills Bros. .............. Decca % {0%,,Mercury, but, unfortunately, 
pvt edly — a Rnagg. tly seesceverener et Ma Anthems Signature ¢ | neither tune seems to have — 
WJW, Cleveland |¢ IS IT TRUE ABOUT DIXIE (Caesar) ...., hee ante (aa lee elie ' ¢ | “Peace of Mind” is the better. side 

Bert Dilson twirls the disks for; } WHAT DID I DO (BV coveee ~ ME Teed vere eves Decca J | from all viewpoints, , and wile 
15 jolly minutes of music featuring C) eee eereeeeeeeseereseons ‘ roo — eee eeeeere ie ca a ae A. gnc ae han 
onc band a night. Against a night- : SWEET GEO . } inah Shore.......... Columbia ¢ | GOES the vocal we 
club background and gimmick in ale RGIA BROWN (Remick) .......... eeeceeeeeeeeees Brother Bones........... Tempo ; ads Menara “Carciess”—'Tv* 
roduction y recorde voice oO ' METHING S : k > Pe ; Pr ways * 
cae Mavens. tie etedrem moves : SWEET (Mills) ......... EIR SRy Pe Aw ~—e. ep eeoneee -+...Decca 4 Lived a Lifetime for You ane 
through a fast stanza of nicely sel- : FOOLS RUSH IN (BVC) .._........ aie “ee ON. seccevess London z pon be re atch is yoy a e 
poe tee gente ay prvre EIN VE) o.oo ee eee eee renee ce eeceee seeees illy Eckstine........... M-G-M $ ers of “Careless,” and it’s one 

Dilson’s mike technique is com- + vce igen Be ese ee ee et TOR OO ae oceoces - Vera Lynn....... London : his best vocals. Since the guy 18 & 
mendable, although overplay of ¢ » YOU, YOU ARE THE ONE (Campbell) ........ ere Aes Mi a ¢ | disk fave, jocks will need this disk 
commercials keep program from ; ee NE a at 8 ere Try Coral z ~ libraries, in addition to pose 
rating as highly as it should. es mdicate number of weeks song h ; ¢ bly making of it a revival hit. 

Mark. | POPHEFHF44-4644646446464444444444546444564444444404 lin nee oo aid Top 10.] z does a b.o. chore on the reverse 
2S SS eo oi i ie FHF FF444-64646646446464466464646444444 (Continued on page 47) 
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RCA, Col. in Wholesale Jockeying 
To Win Over Diskeries on RPM .retncaceseece: 





Hollywood, Jan. 25. + 

William S. Paley, president of 
CBS, and Frank White, president 
of Columbia Records, CBS subsid, 
have been endeavoring to talk Cap- 
itol Records out of its aim to join 
with RCA-Victor in the marketing 
of the latter’s new 45 rpm disks 
and changers. Paley is said to have 
participated in conversations with 
Capitol men, but it was White who 
concentrated on trying to keep 
Capitol off Victor’s side and to in- 
duce the Coast major in Joining 
the rpm battle on the side of Co- 
Jumbia’s 3314 rpm Microgroove 
Long-Playing disks. 

Columbia has already gotten 
Mercury, another budding firm, to 
join with it in putting the 3314) 
sides on the market and if it com 
induce Capitol to forego partici- | 
pating with Victor, the worry over | 
Decca Records’ future moves will | 
be minimized. Decca has not made | 
any decisions, according to presi- 
dent Jack Kapp. He prefers to 
watch the situation and mean- 
while concentrate on the 78 rpm | 
field, which will be alive and kick- 
ing for some time yet. 

But Capitol is the key. If it re- 
mains with Victor, which is said 
to be likely, Columbia must secure 
Decca for its side. It can’t miss, 
because if Decca also went Victor 
there would be three majors lined 
up against Columbia and Mercury. 
If Decca went with Columbia, the 
balance would be in Columbia’s 
favor, even if Capitol aligned with 
Victor. But Columbia can’t chance, 
if it can be avoided, hoping to in- 
duce Decca. If it can snag Capitol 
from Victor, a good part of its wor- 
ries are over. 

That’s what White and Paley 
have tried to do. They're now back 
in N. Y. and whether they were 
successful or not is unknown. 
Capitol’s not saying. 

An angle on the Columbia ap- 
proach to Decca might lie in CBS’ 
deal with Bing Crosby last week, 
which brings the Groaner to CBS 
next year. Though the deal does 
not involve Crosby’s recording ac- | 
tivities, the fact that the singer is | 
on CBS gives the latter’s execs an 
opportunity to talk him into talk- 
ing Decca onto the CBS side. 

Incidentally, while Columbia was | 
making a pass at Capitol, Victor 
was making one at Mercury. Lat- | 
ter’s execs were in Camden last 
week again going over the Victor 
45 development. 








British Lift Disk Ban 


London, Jan. 18. | 

Settlement of the American, 
Federation of Musicians’ dispute 
on recordings has been followed 
by the raising of the embargo im- 
posed in the fall of last year by 
the Musicians Union. 

Hardie Ratcliffe, MU _ general 
secretary, has advised his mem- 
bers they are now free to make 
disk recordings with visi*ing Amer- 
ican artists. 


j 
| 


Coin Ops Look 
But Dont Buy At 
Chi CMI Confab 





Chicago, Jan. 25. 

Coin Machine Institute convention 
at Sherman hotel, Monday: through 
Wednesday (17-19), topped 1948 
attendance figures, but apparent 
decline in sales was registered dur- 
ing three-day meet. High cost of 
living and video received its share 
of the blame. 

Since most of manufacturers that 


exhibited sell through regional 
franchises, actual amount of con- 
tracted biz could not be deter- 


mined. But complaints of general | 
apathy towards new juke box mod- 
els and combination video and mu- 
sic boxes were constant. Decca, 
Columbia, RCA _ Victor, Capitol, 
and a few of the minor labels, re- 
ceived delegates in suites at the 
Sherman, since some of them did 
not set up display booths. 

Convensh had 10 foreign coun- 
tries represented, including firsts 
for Palestine and several Central 
American counties. Chicagoan Har- 
ry E. Williams was elected as new 
prexy of CMI for ’49. 


Mooney, M-G-M 


In Contract Scrap 


Art Mooney is scrapping with 





| M-G-M Records over whether or 


lnot his contract is up in April or 


Gordon Jenkins Into 
Cap, N.Y., on Strength 
Of Decca Disks Buildup 


Gordon Jenkins’ recording suc- 
cesses of the past year on Decca 
are responsible for his being 
booked into the Capitol theatre, 
New York, with a huge combina- 
tion of 35 musicians and 16 voices. 
Maestro opens April 7 for three 
weeks with options at a flat $12,500 
weekly. It’s his first theatre date 
anywhere. 


Jenkins is already blueprinting 
a show in which he will perform 
his “Manhattan Towers” exactly 
as it’s done for the Decca album 
(narration, etc.), “Maybe You'll Be 
There,” “For You,” “Temptation,” 
his latest disk, etc., Charles Yates, 
of Joe Glaser’s Associated Book- 
ing, made the deal. 

Jenkins has also joined Decca 
Records as a musical director in 
New York. He was signed to a 
four-year deal last Thursday (20), 
which calls for him to supervise 
various phases of Decca activity, 
Check arrangements used by 
artists, direct dates, etc. He han- 
died the background baton on two 
dates late last week, one involving 


Marlene Dietrich and another be- | 


hind the Ames Bros. 


New Life For ‘Cats’ 


il Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Guitarist Nappy Lamare will ba- 
ton the “Dixieland Caravan,” new 





combo composed of former mem- 


es of Bob Crosby’s old Bob Cats. 
nit was put together by Al Dixon, 


of Monter-Grey agency, who is 


readying a spring concert tour. 
Sidemen are Zutty Singleton, 

Re ums; Nate Kasbier, trumpet; Doc 

mt clarinet; Marty Korb, bass; 
ernie Billings, sax; Warren Smith, 


trombone; and Marvin Ash, piano. 


whether it is extended by the 1l- 
} 


month duration of the recording 


ban. He’s also screaming at the— 


company’s execs because’ Blue 
‘Barron recorded “Cruising Down 
the River,” a promising hit for 
him, which Mooney asserts is the 
‘style of music that his band has 
been connected with since his 
clicks with “Four Leaf Clover” 
and “Bluebird of Happiness.” 

| M-G-M was not so certain about 
whether it could hold Mooney for 
‘the additional 11 months. That’s 
|obvious in the fact that it scught 
Mooney’s signature on a new pact. 
'Mooney, however, wants a better 
deal and discussions are going on. 
| As for the maestro’s squawk over 
_Barron, it’s conceded, if explana- 
‘tion is necessary to Mooney, that 
Barron brought “Cruising” to 
M-G-M execs himself and reserved 
‘the tune. It was not assigned him. 
Publisher Henry Spitzer and Reg 
Connelly, British publisher, ap- 


proached Barron on recording it 


and he grabbed for the idea. 





Spotlite Records Joins 
4c Counter Sale Trend 


izing in pop disks featuring hit 
ltunes for counter sale at 44¢ has 
| come up in New York. Spotlite 
'Records, operated by Frank J. 
‘Marks, will go into operation claim- 
ing sales outlets through Gimbel s 
New York and Philadelphia stores, 
Hearn’s, N. Y. (Bronx): Abraham- 
Strauss, Brooklyn, ete. Disk will 
sell singly or three for $1.25. 

| Operation is identical with Fli 
‘Oberstein’s Varsity label in that it 
will present hit tunes only, using 
comparatively obscure artists. 
‘Marks says that he intends issuing 
‘hillbilly and standards. 


Another recording firm special- | 


Ira Arnstein’s Suit 


dniat 12 Banded | Dealers Attribute Record Sale Drop 


some 12 defendants was dismissed 
last week by Justice Felix Ben- 
venga, who directed the plaintiff to \ 


| Serve a third amended complaint | 


within 20 days. Affected by the 
court’s decision were the Ameri-. 
can Society of Authors, Composers 
& Publishers, N. Y. Herald 
Tribune, Inc., Sigmund Spaeth, | 
Leeds Music, Louis D. Frohlich, 
Herman Finkelstein, Irving Berlin, 
ABC Music Corp., Bregman, Voceo 
& Conn, and Supreme Music, 

In all Arnstein originally named 
approximately 50 individuals and 
corporations as defendants in his 
suit which principally charged in- 
fringement of his songs. Justice | 
Benvenga’s reasons for granting | 
motions for dismissal in ‘general | 
held that the causes of action were | 
“vague and indefinite” and “‘allega- 
tions are in such form that it is un- 
safe to plead to it.” Arnstein acts 
as his own attorney. 


Capitol Will Back 
Hits with P.D. Airs 


To Cut Corners 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Use of public domain tunes to 
back surefire platter hits, long dis- 
cussed by the major labels, will be 
inaugurated by Capitol Records in 
a move that may cost publishers 
thousands of dollars annually. 

Cap’s plan is to watch platter 
mating carefully in the future. 
Whenever label feels it has a sure- 
fire disk, it will be backed by a p.d. 
tune. If a surprise hit breaks and 
the underside is believed to be 
pulling no sales, a public domain 





To RCA vs. Col 


Confusion on RPM 





Mercury LP’s in 2 Wks. 


Mercury Records will release its 
first Microgroove - Long - Playing 
disk in two weeks. Initial issue 
will consist of one 12-inch disking 
by the Russian violinist, David 
Oistrakh, of Khachaturian’s Vio- 
lin Concerto. 

Disk will sell for $4.85. Mer- 
cury’s LP process is the same 
as that used by Columbia Records. 


Disk Marts Ask 


Legal Help Vs. 
Price-Cutting 


Philadelphia, Jan. 25. 
Injunction proceedings were 











|brought against a midtown musie 
i}shop to 


prevent price-cutting on 
record sales by two rival dealers. 

Judge Joseph Sloane, Common 
Pleas Court here, is holding under 
advisement a motion for a perma- 
nent injunction to keep Richard J. 
Shryock, owner of one metropoli- 
an and one suburban disk mart, 
from selling records below estab- 
lished prices. 

A temporary injunction was is- 
sued Wednesday (19) after two 
rival dealers, Frank Ryall and Lou 


Witte claimed that Shryock had 
been cutting record prices since 
Plaintiffs claimed this 
was in violation of the Federal Fair 


last June. 


+ Chicago, Jan. 25. 


The controversy begun in the 
| recording business by the advent 
Gf RCA-Victor’s 45 rpm recordings 
in opposition to Columbia’s pre- 
‘viously marketed 3313 rpm disks 
is having far-reaching effects on 
record dealers and the public alike, 
distributors here claim. It’s as- 
serted that retail dealers are 
burned plenty at Victor for mud- 
dling the entire recording situation 
with its 45 development, and 
they’re angered just as much at 
Capitol for joining Victor. 
Dealers assert that the drop in 
‘record sales during the past two 
to three weeks, and it has dropped 
sharply in this area, is almost en- 
tirely due to the confusing and 
conflicting picture of the necessity 
of three different turntable speeds, 
It’s pointed out that neither Co- 
lumbia nor Victor has, through all 
the slugging for newspaper and 
wire breaks for their respective 
developments, made it clear enough 
that the standard 78 rpm business 
will be continued for a long tima, 
since it isn’t easy to induce the 
public to discard nearly 15,000,000 
78 turntables. Most of these are 
new, having been manufactured 
and sold since the end of the war. 
It’s claimed by the dealers that 
the confusion has caused the pub- 
lic to reduce buying. And for this 
RCA is blamed. Store operators 
point out that they were doing very 
nicely with a constantly expanding 
business in Microgroove disks and 
turntables and that if Victor had 
gone along with Columbia in pro- 
ducing the same platters the record 
business would have boomed again 
instead of dropping off. Now Cap- 
itol is drawing the same ire. 
Department stores here and in 


Trade Act and was also injurious various midwest keys have felt the 


to their business. 


Simon, S-B In 





number will be slapped on. Label’s | 


, execs have weighed costs of switch- | 


jing pub-ad material in mid-cam- 


| paign but believe they are more | 


| than outweighed by the attendant 
} saving in royalties. Pubberies get 
| 2c per side on popular priced disks, 
jcoin being shared with writers. 
Cap figures it can therefore save 
$20,000 on a million-sale platter by 
pairing the hit tune with an oldie. 

Many a publisher has reaped 
hefty returns by having a dog tune 
mated to a smash, the royalties be- 


ing the same. In 1948, for example, | 


George Simon Music had no really 
big hits but drew some $50,000 in 
royalties fronr tunes paired with 
big clicks. 

Understood Mickey Goldsen, who 

runs Cap’s subsid pubberies, Capi- 
tol Songs, Beechwood, Atlantic and 
Criterion is implementing the pol- 
icy. When no good p.d. tunes are 
available or suitable, label will use 
material from the catalogs of its 
subsid. Decca recently halted a 
/hit tune in mid-release and at- 
tached, in place of a weak under- 
side, a tune published by its sub- 
sid, Sun Music, and label has oc- 
casionally used p.d. tunes to back 
a click, but is isn’t standard pro- 
cedure. RCA-Victor has never 
shifted the weak underside of a 
hit. Columbia toyed with the idea, 
particularly when Arthur Godfrey’s 
“Too Fat Polka’ became a smash 
last vear, but never did anything 
about it. 


HOWARD SIGNS NEW 
DEAL WITH MERCURY 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 

| Mereury Records executed a 
three-year contract with maestro 
Eddy Howard last week. Prior to 
the pact, Mercury had been mar- 
keting Howard disks bought from 
Majestic. 

Deal calls for 24 sides a year, 
four of which will be Howard's own 
compositions, published by his firm, 
Lakeshore Publishing Co. Howard 
gets four cents per record in royal- 
ties. Mercury also will have a 
special field agent accompany How- 
ard’s orchestra when on tour, to 
set up local disk jockey tie-ins, re- 
tail promotions and publicity. 

First release under new set-up 
is “Rosewood Spinet” and “Love 
Me, Love Me.” Mercury and How- 
ard are also talking over leader's 
entry into children’s record field. 
where similar contract will apply. 





‘Dreamer Accord 


,record slump to the extent that 
many have shifted disk-sales count- 
ers out of choice floor positions. 
Some are claimed to be planning 
to dump them entirely on the the- 
ory that current profits aren’t 
worth the floor space recordings 
take up. One store in Buffalo, for 
example, has considerably reduced 
its disk counter and moved it into 
the basement, filling the same 


Dispute between George Simon’s space with a television display. 


publishing firm and 


Shapiro- 


That’s another factor. The area 


Bernstein over the song “Dreamer hetween this town and N. Y. and 


With a Penny” was resolved late 
last week when the two made a 
deal under which Simon retains section of the country. 


500 miles north and south of the 
line, is the heaviest disk-buying 
And the 


publishing rights and S-B partici- opening of the video coaxial cable 
pates in earnings. This action fol- between Chi and the east isn’t go- 


tract between S-B 


writers. 


lowed the ratification by the Song- ing to help recording sales. 
writers Protective Assn. of a con- 
and ~ Allan 
Roberts and Lester Lee, the tune’s 





BG To Coast After 


Suffering 2d Collapse; 


The SPA okayed the S-B agree- 
ment only after the latter pu 5 
lisher had begun the preparation of | 
a legal suit which might ‘have | Las Vegas Date in Doubt 
tested the legality of the basic con-| Benny Goodman flew back to his 
tract agreement between SPA and Hollywood home Friday (21) suf- 
all pubs. SPA had ratified a con-| fering from an acute bronchial 
tract between Simon and_ the condition that caused him to eol- 
writers a few days prior to the lapse_again last week (19) in New 
time S-B filed a pact for ratifica- York. Leader is expected to be 
tion on the same song. SPA re- Well enough to open tomorrow 
fused to signature Shapiro's paper ‘Thursday) at the Flamingo, Las 
on the theory that it already had Vegas. } ; 
okayed Simon, despite the fact G. was rehearsing his band 
S-B’s  assertedly pre-dated the at the N. Y. Music Corp, of Amer- 
other. S-B took the stand that it i¢a studio in preparation for a 
was not within the provision of the Tecording date for Capitol Rec- 
SPA basic pact for the organiza- Ords when he keeled over. 
tion’s execs to decide who has had to be cancelled and Goodman 
prior right to a song, that it is Was put to bed. He was due the 
only the duty of the SPA to ratify next evening in Washington (20) to 
contracts presented, if they are in Play President Truman’s Inaugural 

‘proper form. SPA gave in on the Ball in company with Guy Lom- 
point. bardo and Xavier Cugat’s orches- 

Arrangement between the two as. He tried to beg off, but it 
firms gives Shapiro a per-copy WA&S too late for him to be replaced 
royalty plus a cut of mechanicals and he showed up. Immediately 
and all other forms of the pub- thereafter, however, B. G. flew to 





lishers income from the tune. It California. 
was written for the score of “All 
For Love,” which opened on! BG to Play Palladium 


Broadway Saturday (22) evening. Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Benny Goodman is going through 
with his arrangement to play the 
;Palladium Ballroom here. He 
opens March 1, staying until Gene 


Wilson, McAllister In ! | oa 
New Col. Records Posts yy ee him April 


Jeff Wilson and Ken McAllister PR ter ig = and Music Corp. of 


, erica, which books him, and the 
have been named to new posts pajjadium had been in a tussle 





within Columbia Records. Wilson over the date Elliot Wexler 
is in charge of distribution, mer- -p G's manager had at first 
chandising, chain store sales, sales okayed it. then Goodman can- 


statistics and the label division. 
McAllister will handle advertising, 
sales promotion and publicity. 

McAllister has been head of pop 
record promotion since 1941. Wil- 
son has been in the classical field. Frances Renault, femme imper- 
Both are subordinate to Paul sonator, on a series of one-nighters, 
Southard, CRC v.p. in charge of will play Constitution Hall, Wash- 
merchandising, , ington, Feb. 14. 


celled. In the meantime, MCA 
had confirmed the booking to the 
Palladium. It put MCA in a spot 
that’s now dissolved. 





Date. 
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RH’ Logging System 


Richard Himber’s new development in logging broadcast perform. 
ances lists tunes in the survey, based on four major network schedules. 


They are compiled on the basis of 1 point for sustaining instrumental; | 


2 points for sustaining vocal; 3 for commercial instrumental; 4 for 


commercial vocal, respectively, in each of the 3 rajor territories, New | 


York, Chicago and Coast. For example, a Commercial Vocal in all 
three territories counts 12. Added to these totals is the listener ratings 
of commercial shows, which account for the .arge point tallies below. 


Week of January 





Total 
Song Publisher Pts. | 
A Little Bird-Told Me—Bourne..................., pnheebeseesee Eel 
Here I'll Stay—*‘‘Love Life’—Chappell............... seccceces 219 
My Darling, My Darling—*‘‘Where’s Charley”—Morris........... 200. 
Buttons and Bows—‘“Paleface”—Famous ............. coccceccs 183 
A Bluebird Singing in My Heart—Advanced............ cocccsces 159 
On a Slow Boat to China—Melrose ........... oeccceces evceee 156 
war Away Places—Laurel...........cccssecccesees eeevccsceee 123 
Sold Me—RODDING ........ ce sccvvcccccccccesccccese biate ein ec 123 
Tara-Talara-Tala—Oxford  Guipntes's evceee 120 
You Were Only Fooling—Shapiro.. 1 ee ee ere seeeveenees 119 
I've Got My Love to Keep Me Warm—Berlin ...... seove ° 117 
So In Love—*“Kiss Me Kate”—T. B. Harms ..........eeee0e008: 108 
Until—Dorsey Bros. ......... bs Ebis sa Ks ip bedenaseeshaes 107 
Little Jack Frost Get Lost—Spitzer iors TOTTITTTT TTT 96 
I Love You So Much It Hurts—Melody Lane ils re be ee eee 96 
By the Way—*“When My Baby Smiles At Me”—BVC............. 92 
Galway Bay—Leeds ................... ‘ vee eccee 87 
My Own True Love—Paramount ......... ccccceeeceéeossens OO 
Brush Those Tears From Your Eyes—Leeds (poe beessseares “Oe 


Lavender Blue—7*“So Dear To My Heart’’—Santly .... 
Cuanto Le Gusta—*“Date With Judy” 


Down Among the Sheltering Palms 


In the Market Place of Old Monterey—Shapiro Hh re 





14 to January 20 





cocccccces 80 
coccesccecesce 19 
coecscseccccccs U8 
cocccses 16 


Southern .. 
Miller .. 





Maybe You'll Be There—Triangle . eth ee tee keane eccnctooees 00 
Powder Your Face With Sunshine—Lombardo...,.... coccccsovee 66 
Clancy Lowered the Boom—Kenmore ...........eseeeeseeeeee88 65 
Bouquet of Roses—Hill & Range .............05e00. voeseoens seve OO 
ND ges a ee re re er ia are ere are Pea 60 


The Pussycat Song—Leeds ............ ETI CURA ee eee ee 
One Sunday Afternoon—?“One Sunday Afternoon”’—Remick...... 57 
Wor You—Witmark .......-...... 56 
Rosewood Spinet—Shapiro-B a, 53 
Bella Bella Marie—?*‘‘Melody Man’’—Leeds tog Pane ae 106% DE 
What Did I Do—*"‘When My Baby Smiles At Me’’—Triangle..... 47 
The Money Song—Crawford ........... Waly 5 rece ee eo coves 435 
I Don’t Want To Meet Any More People—Dreyer..... weerry tr oe 42 
Pretty Baby—Remick ........ MRP te Ee Veer Tree eT eee 


Say It Isn’t So—Berlin 


Senorita—?7‘‘Kissing Bandit’—Feist . 


City Called Heaven—Warren 
One Has My Name—Southern ... 
Green Up Time—*‘“Love Life’—Ch 


It’s a Big Wide Wonderful World—BMI < a ard 
rirls Go’—Sam Fox ... 


I Got Lucky In the Rain—*t“As the ¢ 
I Wish Somebody Cared Enough to 
Lillette—Jefferson 
Look Up—Patmar 
Sunday In Old Santa Fe—Pemora 
Down By the Station—Amer. Acad. 


4060640468 6510 8 


You, You, You Are the One—Campbell 


Sunflower—Famous 


ew eeeeeeveeves 40 
eeseeseeerere 38 


eereeeeeeeees 37 


‘eee ee ewer eereeveeenee eee 35 


eee eeeveeee 32 
eseeveeve 31 


Cry—London....... seeoccece OO 


te 6 OOS 0's 54a SS eeeeveeeeeeeee 27 


eeeveeeeoeveeveeee 27 
eeeveeveee eee 26 
eocrcecescccces 25 


eeeeeeeeeeeeee 2 














face, too, silkily putting the How- 
ard cords to a tune that isn’t up to 
the performance it gets. 

Ray McKinley “Sunflower’—Lit- 
tle Jack Frost Get Lost” (Victor). 
Ray McKinley’s initial post-ban 
bits. He applies a western twist 
to the “Sunflower” melody, a new 
and promising pop that has drawn 
the attention of even Frank Sina- 
tra (Columbia). McKinley disk is 
nicely done, it’s different than the 
others and it'll go with jocks. On 
the backside he gives an even bet- 
ter ride to a good rhythm tune, 
doing the vocal himself. It moves 
smartly on a medium beat. Jean 
Friley helps out with the vocal. 


Jack Smith and Margaret Whit-| 


ing “Frankie and Johnnie’-“Make 
a Miracle” (Capitol). Neither of 
these sides may become hot hits 
with jocks but both certainly will 
be played often and a lot longer 
than others. Unusual coupling of 
Miss Whiting and Smith brings 
them up swinging smoothly at the 
standard, public domain “F & J,” 
and they dress it in a highly-listen- 
able delivery. Background helps 
the impact immeasurably. Flip- 
over is a “material” melody by 
Frank Loesser from ‘Where's 
Charley,” which will get some cir- 
culation of it’s own. 


Freddy Martin “Once In Love ; 


With Amy”-“You Was” (Victor). 
Martin figures to sidle smoothly up 
to jocks and jukes with his “Amy” 
arrangement. It’s musical, yet it 
captures the flavor of the tune as 
it’s done in “Where's Charley” 
from whence it comes. Merv Grif- 
fin and the Martin Men move the 
vocal. Griffin alone handles the 
vocal of the reverse, a likely new 
melody. He does it well with good 
accompaniment from the band, but 
there are superior recordings of it. 


Peggy Lee “Someone Like You”: 
“You | 


Peggy Lee-Dean Martin, 


Was” (Capitol). “Someone” tune 


has gotten some very good record-| 


ings, leading off with Doris Day’s 
‘Columbia), cutting, the best. Miss 
Lee's disking is also in a b.o. 
groove for jocks and jukes. She 


rides the rhythm pop smoothly in 


typical Lee fashion, with medium 


Jocks and Jukes 


ee Continued from page 44 














jump backing. Reverse ties Miss 
Lee and Dean Martin together on 
a tune that fits into a dualing 
frame best. This is a good tune 
and it could eatch on. Only disking 
that rivals this is Doris Day-Buddy 
Clark’s Columbia side. 

Andy and Della Russell ‘Rosita 
and Joe’’-‘Is It Yes” (Capitol) Cute 
sides that jocks can find good use 
for; Russell 
smoothly together in Mex dialect. 
“Rosita” is a fair piece that drags 
a bit toward the end. The better 
side is “Is It Yes,’ a samba back- 
grounded lyrical story that has a 
lot of appeal. 


Platter Pointers 


Alvino Rey moves a good instru- 
mental in his “Continental” side 
(Capitol), back by Yvonne King’s 
vocal of “Nighty Night”... Roy 
Rogers may have something bigger 
than an ordinary western in “I’m 
A-Rollin” (Victor) . . . Decca reis- 
sued Guy Lombardo’s “Swingin’ 


On a Star’ and “June In January” | 


. Swing jocks will find Buddy 


Rich's “Ready To Go Steady” an- 
. . Jimmy | 


able piece (Mercury) . 
_Mitchelle’s vocal of “Bewildered” 
with Erskine Hawkins (Victor) is 
nicely turned ... Ditto Patti Page’s 
vocal of “So In Love,” (Mercury) 
. . Capitol accidentally timed a 
release of “Lady In Spain” by the 
Philharmonic Trio, a good disk, 
with the “breaking” in Boston of 
Victor’s Ray Noble recording of the 
same song, plugged into local 
favor by WHDH’s Bob Clayton... 
“Keep A Twinkle In Your Eye,” 
cut by Paul Chapman for Apollo, 
seems a likely tune... Ike Car- 
penter’s initial disks for Victor— 


“Brush Those Tears’-“Man On the. 


Carousel”—are good and _ they 
should start him toward favor... 





Youngstown Jukes Decline 
Youngstown, O.. Jan. 25. 
Apparently there has been a de- 
‘cline in the jukebox business in 
Youngstown. During 1948, the city 
issued 39 licenses bringing in $1,- 
'555 in revenue. ; 

In 1947, 79 licenses brought in 
$2,020. 


and his wife work! 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Jan. 13) 
London, Jan. 14. | 


Buttons and Bows . Victoria 


When You're in Love...Wood ' 
My Happiness....... Chappell 
Cuanta le Gusta....Southern 
Galway Bay......Box & Cox 


Slow Boat to China... . Morris 
Cuckoo Waltz..Keith Prowse 
a Mc 604 & 6 bs Connelly 
Dream of Olwen Wright 


Ballin’ the Jack. F. D. & H. 
Anything I Dream....... Reid 
Maybe You'll There Victoria 


Second 12 
You Can’t Be True. .Chappell 
Rambling Rose mee 1 
Heart of Loch Lomond. Unit | 


Betty Blue Feldman 
Ah, But It Happens..Maurice | 
Little Bird Told Me Gay | 


All Dressed Up 
Little Girl 

Cool Water. Feldman 
Sabre Dance Leeds 
Belong Someone Else, Connelly 
Far Away Places Leeds 


Ban Catches Up On 
Artists Contracts 


Cinephonic 
..Connelly 








| 
The 1l-months duration of the 
recording ban lifted last month by | 
the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians is beginning to be felt by 
artists and recording companies 
alike in relation to the expiration 
dates of contracts. Before the| 
ban, most recording companies did 
not ask artists for letters of agree- 
ment extending pacts by the 
length of the disking hiatus. Others 
assert that clauses so extending 
terms were included in agree- 
ments. 
At any rate, there have been sev- 
eral arguments over the situation. 
The AFM has not issued a hard 
and fast ruling applying to the sit- | 
uation. It has more or less ruled | 
that it is up to the artist and the 
recording company to get together 
on. However, in the case of argu- | 
ments brought to it for adjudica- | 
tion, the AFM has said that where | 
no agreements regarding the 11 | 
months existed, contracts should 
expire on the proper date. 


MORRIS TO RUN NEW 
LEE-BARBOUR FIRM 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Peggy Lee and Dave Barbour 
have inactivated their own pub- 
bery, Barbour-Lee Music, as a re- 
sult of a new deal worked with 
manager Carlos Gastel to set up a 
new firm, Oriole Music. Selling 





! 


| 


rights have been assigned to Ed- | 


Move en- 
singer- 
more 


win H. (Buddy) Morris. 
ables the husband-wife 
composer combo to make 
, coin. 

| Barbour-Lee was handled by 
Mickey Goldsen who got 50% of 
all profits for handling office and 
promotion details. New deal calls 
for Morris to get a sliding scale 
cut of profits which, in any event, 
will be a smaller cut than Goldsen 
got. 

In establishing Oriole, Morris 
put Miss Lee and Barbour under 
pact to publish through the firm 
anything they write within the next 
two years. Move automatically de- 
flates Barbour-Lee, which special- 
ized in songs either written by the 
pair or popularized by them on 
Capitol Records. “Manana,” one 
of last year’s big hits, which was 
published by B-L. will naturally 
remain in that catalog. 


Cap Suit on Bldg. Lease 
Tossed Out by N. Y. Court 


In a lengthy decision, N. Y. su- 
preme court official referee Charles 
C. Lockwood last week tossed out 
a suit brought by Capitol Records 
Distributing Co. against a proprie- 
tor of a loft building located at 270 
W. 19th St., N. Y. Recording com- 
pany had sought a _ declaratory 
judgment cancelling a lease on the 
premises along with a refund of 
one month’s rent of $791 and re- 
turn of a security deposit of $2,375. 

Capitol charged defendant land- 
lord Arthur H. Herz with making 
false representations as to the 
‘availability of the premises which 
the plaintiff planned to use for 
storage purposes and offices. In 
his counter claim, Herz stated he 
had performed’ everything as 
agreed according to terms of the 

lease. He won judgment against 
the plaintiff for rental of $791 
,monthly from May 1, 1947, to date. 








Songs with Largest Radio Audience 


The top 30 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted Audi- 


ence Coverage Index Survey of 


Pouputar Musie Broadcast Over 


Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. 


John G. Peatman, Director. 


Survey Week of January 14-20, 1949 


A Bluebird Singing In My Heart . 


A Little Bird Told Me .. 


Bella Bella Marie—i‘‘Melody Man” 
Brush Those Tears From Your Eyes 


Buttons and Bows—?*“Paleface”’. 


By the Way—i“When My Baby Smiles at Me”... 
Cuanto Le Gusta—7"‘Date With Judy”.. 


Far Away Places .. 
Galway Bay 


Here I'll Stay—*“Love Life” 
Hold Me 


I Don’t Want To Meet Anymore People eta 


I Love You So Much It Hurts 


In the Market Place of Old Monterey Agi 
Whatcha Do Whatcha Got—*“So Dear To My Heart” 
I've Got My Love To Keep Me Warm a 

Lavender Blue—i“So Dear To My Heart” 


Little Jack Frost Get Lost 
Maybe You’ll Be There 
Missouri Waltz . 


My Darling, My Darling—*“Where’s Charley’ 


My Own True Love s 
On a Slow Boat to China 


Powder Your Face With Sunshine 


Pussy Cat Song .. 
Say It Isn’t So 


Tara Talara Tala 
Until es 
You Were Only Fooling 


see 


es ee eee eee eeeeeee 


aa a EE Advanced 
. Bourne 
eke Va 562 eens Leeds 
TE Cr PR ee Leeds 
. Famous 
.BVC 
Sight avs Sanh Southern 
eae 7d acasa hak ord Laurel 
.. Leeds 
ree ree Chappell 
..... Robbins 
Dreyer 
. Melody Lane 
Shapiro-B 
Santly-Joy 
a : Berlin 
ia adlowan Santly-Joy 
i eee Spitzer 
.. Triangle 
sea Foster 
. .Morris 
oie EME GAD GE Paramount 
fant aeee an ae ae Melrose 
Eee Tae er, eR Lombardo 
5. Rabie Raia Guha bo Leeds 
Luce aaears wacee ba Berlin 


erreeee ects Cre Dorsey Bros. 
TO eo, ee, Shapiro-B 





The remaining 2 songs of the 


week, based on the copyrighted 


Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast 
Over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., 


Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 


a. 2) eee ee eee ee Hill & Range 
Rey CREE MONOON (6 ics otis v Sa aes ¥Rak eeed ae Warfen 
Down Among the Sheltering Palms .............. Miller 
Down By the Station . ui Wd: 10 0. Bre 6 Oh: » COE 
For You pe dh cee MRR aes OEE é . Witmark 
Green-Up Time—?“Love Life” ....... er ee Chappell 
I Got Lucky In the Rain—*“As the Girls Go”...... Fox 

I Wish Somebody Cared Enough To Cry...........London 
In My Dreams .... Rie OKs Sty shi ihods jie clei G8 oc 
It’s a Big Wide Wonderful World ................ BMI 

See BOW MOOR TO TOW 6 i ook svn ca cacednceeesaens UE 
OT a yr ia see wer ae edie nr, RO Fo Jefferson 
My Dream Is Yours...... Dark aie aml Berea Gee Witmark 
One Sunday Afternoon—7“One Sun. Afternoon” ...Remick 
a rr ee ee ee te Warnow 
EE Sires al, s Chk we chaaabeewsmeaibaeda Remick 
in: . . .  sppthatameehabaanete KkEREaT Shapiro-B 
ever Weeden Walts onc seccccccecccesccccccess ne 
ae, oes .... Bourne 
Scheme beep meee. SELECT TET eee, 
What Did I Do—**‘When My Baby Smiles”........ Triangle 
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t 

+ ; 
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So In Love—*“Kiss Me Kate” .. 


* Legit Musical. t¢ Filmusical. 
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New York 


Harry Steeper, now treasurer of ! 


the American Federation of Musi- 


cians, will be given a testimonial 
dinner Feb. 1 at Union Club, 
Hoboken, marking 30 years with 
the AFM...Joe Carroll joined 
Dizzy Gillespie’s band as vocalist 
. Ray McKinley band has spent 
all of its time since Oct. 1 last in 
New York area and will stay here 
until March; New Yorker hotel, 
two runs at Frank Dailey’s Mead- 
owbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., Par- 
amount theatre and Adams theatre, 
Newark, will have been covered in 
that time...Gardner Benedict's 
band stays at New Yorker hotel 
through April 20 Al Donahue’s 
new hotel crew into Syracuse hotel, 
Syracuse, Feb. 1 for two weeks... 
Lorry Raine changed her name to 
Laurie.. Marlene Dietrich re- 
corded “Black Market” and “Illu- 
sions” for Decca in N. Y...Louis 
Bernstein and George Pincus, Sha- 
piro-Bernstein head and_ prof. 
mgr., to Miami Friday (28)... Mills 
Music signed writers Richard Adler , 
and Philip Springer Royal Roost 
intends setting up its own record- 
ing label, using names that play 
spot and do not have disk tieups. 


Feb. 12 marks the 25th anniver- | 


sary of the first performance of | 


George Gershwin’s “‘Rhapsody in 
Blue,’ performed at Aeolian Hall, 
New York... Decca signed Larry | 
Fotine orchestra ...M-G-M 
grabbed Frankie Masters crew . . 
Lenny Herman orchestra switched 
from Tavern-On-the-Green, N. Y. 
to Warwick hotel, Philadelphia, 
Jan. 26... Marvin Drager bought 
out publicity firm established two 
years ago by Wayne Varnum; they 
had been partners ... Eddie Sa- 
franski has not joined Woody 
Herman’s orchestra; 
with Charlie Barnet. 


Lucky Millinder 
singer Roy Brown set for a vaude 
date at the Apollo, N. Y., week of 
Feb. 4...Tommy Duncan, who 
warbled with Bob Wills’ band for 
16 years, set up his own outfit last 
week...T. Texas Tyler trouping 


through Texas and Oklahoma in, 


‘for Warners’ 


- ' shortly 


he remains. 


with blues’ 





‘February prior to a picture stint 


with Columbia early in March. 


Hollywood 


Phil Moore inked a term pact as 
musical director for Discovery 
Records . . . Del Courtney opens 
six weeks at Palace hotel, San 
Francisco, Friday (28). returns to 
Cocoanut Grove here March 29 to 
backstop Rudy Vallee... Freddy 
Martin, winding three-months at 
the Grove here, opens Feb. 8 at 


the St. Frances hotel, San Fran- 
cisco .. . Dizzy Gillespie, at the 
Million Dollar theatre week of 


March 1, will pay off acts on the 
bill and split 50-50 with the house 
after deduction of first $2,500 for 
ballyhoo costs. 

Art Tatum at Bar of Music, Las 
Vegas on first Vegas date... 
Rosalind Courtwright opens a two- 
weeker at Fairmount hotel, Frisco, 
March 29 .., Beacon Music opened 
coast office with Mac Green in 
charge. . . Jule Styne and Sammy 
Cahn east to absorb West Point 
atmosphere for tunes they’ll write 
“The West Point 
Story.” . .. The Bachelors Lon 
Beach Wilton hotel deal extende 


_ three more months. 


Chicago 


Al Trace, cornhusker par ex- 


'cellence, recently cut eight orig- 


inal tunes for Damon, Kansas City 
label, and pacted a three-year con- 
tract with Columbia Records 
after....Chi disk jocks 
Dave Garroway, Eddie Hubbard 


,and Linn Burton join Harmonicats 


and Mel Torme on stage of River- 
side theatre, Milwaukee, Jan. 20- 
26....Sy Stern, in promotion and 
advertising for Mercury. planning 
summer wedding to Chicagoan 
Lois Stitzberg....Orch leader 
Art Kassel, singer Gloria Hart, 
Harvey Crawford, tapster Jill 
Adams, juggler Lee Marx and rest 
of Blackhawk Restaurant show en- 
tertained vets at Hines Hospital 
last week... Mercury Records is 
putting finishing touches to a $25 
per Norman Granz album which 
covers a decade in jazz....New- 
(Continued on page 49) 
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| —— . Sarah Vaughan, Musicraft 
et Ss 7 +] 
"ubkd Tose Sok | RETAIL SHEET BEST SELLERS | Col. Records Tussle I 
Untried Tunes, Spotlights a ace ™ 
IS! | ontract Breach Cla 
Contact Men on Airer Sarah Vaughan, Musicraft ‘6 
Fred Waring began spotlighting 2 ords, and Columbia Records ar 
music contact men as well as new VARIETY & 6183 . 6 Siaaaenedl in a tussle ov. npg. 
songs yesterday (Zuesday) on his Survey of retail sheet music = | Ols | 5 ow fot , s er her re. 
five-times-weekly NBC broadcasts rae ae tained > | i ee aan cordings. Miss Vaughan recently 
(10:30 a.m.). Maestro, who rarely sales, based on reports a pees f o | e 2 | < E oe | S claimed Musicraft had breached a 
, arp “ is > res ities | 3/35 
3 ne — ee —— pal y a an sect josh 7 coo a fer 5 | = Alsi\Olg@ contract that has 18 months to go 
roadeasts of the past, has fek~ and showing comparative sale a 2 1. ee 
oped an idea under which each rating for this and last week. 8 Bes > 2 ie | § z | a| sa : ret tty i Mee ri a unpaid 
Tuesday’s broadcast will feature 4 £l%i_elsis QB eee ie Ele rae | ep cg aoheoy: 8 Bear her 
pop tunes which have never been \2/siei/sia}sie a | = |a|e seat otis CRC “he negotiating a 
submitted for the consideration of Aime lS; | é | a, gE Flolgis| © —- ‘a dadon oo arises is 
an artist. And each of three tunes E di is lel oe | 4 oat oe PaT2 12 4 = ary signing ear that 
used weekly will be discussed be- Week n ing eae. | SS Gg / 2/2 ei 2/8/4818 . the ‘Musleratt _fereement is not 
tween him and the publisher's rep- National | = a. 4 Hiw| & | zi" 1+oO | 2 g | 0 clear y canceled. 
resentative who is assigned to con- Rating J AN 9 9 |S iéi\ ei a | | | g | 3 # | w 2) gi é J} Musicraft asserts in answer to 
tact him. ‘ | | 8 | < | s | s | | a | é o | s g a > the singer’s suit that the main point 
Idea is set up so that neither This Last Sia (Silesia 5 |= | r] \eI1Sl el g of argument, unpaid royalties, were 
Woering nor the men in his band wk. wk. Title and Publisher I1ZiO lm IBID IAD im 1 A a _n 86 Se. me tg tg ager It’s acknowl- 
know what new songs are to be - - —— Tr : See See ee ee en Bee ee edge that the statement was not 
presented. Tunes are selected by 1 1 “Buttons and Bows” (famous) .. 2 1 5 1 2 3.6C2 aX a _ 8 on time as per the contract, how- 
choosing the contact men in rota- 2 5 “A Little Bird Told Me” (Bourne) 5 1 7 9 4 3 1 1 6 2 2 3 88 ever. Musicraft also contends that . 
tion with a “spare,” or fourth man “3-3 “rar Away Places” (Laurel) ie: ee eee ee ee 4 3 4 3 5 87 re singel s Pr rev carried a 3 
on tap each week in case one of —_—— CON ee FR 9 > | 5 9 7 7 2 81 clause extending | the expiration 
the skedded three fails to show. 4 2 “Slow Boat to China” (Melrose). 6_ 5 4 2  * ———_=— mr date by the length of the 11-month 
Each pub man brings to the broad- 5 6 “Lavender Blue” (Santly-Joy).... 3 5t Be 98 Oe TE Th PK oe eS .. recording ban, which, if true, still 
cast a number of professional cop- 6 4 «“My Darling, My Darling” (Morris) 10 _ 6 2 7 3 +) 5 oy 8 8 6 62 might not have any effect on the 
ies, which are yong bad — 7 _i0 “Powder Your Face” (Lombardo) 2 4 .. 3 8... .. 8 9 & .. 39 coin end of the tangle. | 
* es sicians fore » show. _—— ee |; rT oa - 5 ' 
Ties Saceeres Tee cleared for 8 8 “Galway Bay” (Leeds)... >.) “i “ ° ere : ; 5 / 
oleae _ ' Tr 9. ——*Cuanto Le Gusta” (Peer-Inter) 5 ) . a : 
performance by some one other 9 9 “Cuanto Le Gusta” (Peer- ate me. ——— E F M 
than Waring. 10 7 “You Were Fooling” ‘Shapiro-B) To 8 9 8 7 5 merson xits etrotone, 
cates mama) Fee ee ——-  .. . ] ; ( vs 
11 12 “Again” (Robbins) wees _ eennaennaen ; Buys His Contract Back 
° D b N 2. a3 “Until” (Dorsey Bros.) a Pee wae eat rs 9 ‘ a a Y . go ti 
Universa ebuts New i312 “So Tired” (Glenmore).........._ 9 SE Le ~ —- : rag if Gol ad "M ince : 
Di k 79 14A_.. “Red Roses for Blue Lady” (Mills) 22S ce TTT Pera Hair of Gold” via a Metrotone 
“Song VIS at (9¢ 146. “Best Years of Lives” (Robbins) | nab ae Pea ee 6 disk, severed connections with that 
Chicago, Jan. 25. company last week. In a dispute 















































Universal Records’ new Double ; F — we “ee od Ne rp rn : 
Feature label, with two songs toa ~ 7 Pee . ° M -? U ° Univ. Asks Possession 0 ended the tie by buying his con- ; 
side, is set*for immediate release. Coast Al M Branch Moves Aussie usicians nion a . > ; tract back. It had a year or so | 
according to prexy Bill Putnum. To Control Band Managers - ( Harmonicats Masters | to go. / 
Same price as regular vaiversal Coast band managers ‘are uneasi- Sydney. Jan. 19 Universal Records filed petition | pact, but in an unusual way. Metro- ; 
disks, with distribution being |, “ t ‘Mine Mustelens Laesl 67's : yong ee ges before Master-jn-Chancery William | tone owed him some royalties. In- 
handled by James Martin, Inc., Chi —— ” ~_— " Ae Bide Edict by Aussie Musicians Union McChesney, last week, asking pos-| stead of drawifig the full amount 
disk distrib. yo yovsathoed managers of bands Will deny membership to musi- session of seven Harmonicat mas- due, he accepted a portion, said 

While no changes are necessary anq eombos. They fear the next cians from abroad, execs claiming ters still, held by bankrupt Vita- | to - about half, plus his agree- | 
for — stations or home gage step is a union ukase preventing {hat presently Aussie members Ccoustic GPER. pared sae Pegs a | ment. i 

raphs, ¢ > rpe -edle is 6 egy * wnliecting -e . = ae. »y for Universal, claims disks be- | ; 
grap SS a ae type needie 18 managers from collecting more ¢ant find fulltime empioyment. | 2°) for Unjy erga oo ee : | 
needed for juke boxes. than 5° of a musical combo’s ; ns long tg Universal under licensing | é 

—- oaredeas Frank Kitson, prexy a# the contract with old Vitacoustic disk: | Start off the New Year with : 
é ES. ; Ti « > ‘-edlighting arw * ‘ ° 

Siritzky International is preem- AFM has always liked to be- a Gas Gee aan aaa ore la ters requested include top | this big novelty hit. 
ing its French “Man to Men” jieve that thai figure is all a man- ,. ied Miapetenioendl ak tee em sai at and ¢ fad dE © an 
(“D’'Homme a Hommes”), at both | ager gets although verv few re Facial GISCriminavton DUt in an Cis | sellers, “Peg QO: My Heart,” and Ss 
P « —— ’ ger ats é , 7 aVvOr s > er sickens y ’ ee ae Par Ton3_| 
its Ambassador and Elysee theatres, | give only that minimum amount. deavor to sop the home market Peggy Q’Neill,” Meanwhile, Uni Bg 
N. Y., in mid-February. A Jean han anasérs account for addi- becoming swamped with talent versal plans to release a Harmoni-| O 
Louis Barrault starrer, the film con- - ext tae eainess he gives from abroad. Kitson said his union cats album next week. a | 
cerns the founding of the Red - wil , ntliaggee pig el Ha aimed at maintaining a member- E N 
Cross. ected In many Ho. Ss, I _* ship consisting of 90° Aussie and a . 

pupiicizes, etc. owever, whe 10°% British who have resided here RCA S B ll L r re 
— = James C. Petrillo started out after ¢. 19 years, igns l awrence 
booking agencies a few vears ago, : <a ; RCA-Victor last week signed Bill 
; Inion is aiso strongly ose d ctor iaSt week signe 
From the Current he laid down the 10° law and ee ae of ae pst Lawrence, the young new singer on DANA RECORD NO. 2032A ‘ 
made it stick. ip . 


WALT DISNEY 
Hit Picture 


A Beautiful Ballad 


SO DEAR 
TO MY 
HEART 


SANTLY-JOY 














1 ne Covers Total 
1619 Broadway ‘ p Band ™ ' Weeks Past Covers | 
New York 19, N. Y. 7 L d | an ote Played Week On Date | 
Rose: dpe cing House-Dem Leeds TIES | c.ticoiement... Wadort a, raat ot MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
ee ere ewes Veen : 95 ‘ , Bey : | | 1619 Broadway @ New York 19, N. Y. 
hg ag eye Jan. hea Gardner Benedict* New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50) ...... 7 900 9.225) & 
on Jensen, local representative ., fe tei orrrs ; es af 
—— —— aE | of Leeds Music, takes core of his pote Lambarde ii Roosevelt (400; $1.50 ee 12 1,750 29,425 | 
own plugs and gets paid for it. Frankie Carle ... Statler. (450; $1-$1.50)............ 4 1,600 6,900 
Short time ago Jensen contacted = 





FRANKIE LAINE 
ON PEGGY LEE’S 
CHESTERFIELD SUPPER CLUB 

Thursday Evening 





New campaign for members fol- 
lows a recent Local 47 decision 
that the union should extend its 
influence to managers, who cannot 
book but do exert authority over 
orchs. There’s no charge for in- 
clusion on the Union’s list and no 
dues. Similarly, there is no benefit 
to the managers. 

Already signed up are George 
“Bullets” Durgom, who manages 
Page Cavanaugh combo among 
others, and Hal Gordon, manager 
of the Ike Carpenter orch. Others 
at whom the union is aiming are 
'Carlos Gastel, Tom Sheils and Don 
Haynes. 





the producers of Don Ameche’s 
transcribed show for Lucky Strike 


! (3:30-4 p.m. CBS five days weekly) 


looking for a plug on “Galway 
Bay,” a Leeds pop climbing up the 
sales ladder. 

Producers of the show suggested 
that Jensen.sing the song himself 
since he’s an ex-band vocalist and 
get the plug over the way he 
wanted it done. He made the disk 
and on top of getting the plug 
drew $50 for it. 





Mills Music picked up western 
hemisphere rights to Donald Phil- 
lips’ “Cuban Holiday” from Law- 


rence Wright Music Co., Ltd., com- 








position’s original publisher. | 











WHATS MY NAME 


th 


RCAVICIOR RECORDS 





mercial and non-commercial units. 
Will not record music for the air- 
waves unless such recordings are 
destroyed after one performance. 
It wants more members employed 
in both radio and cinemas here. 





Roy Eldridge, sepia trumpeter, 
_has given up his own band and re- 
turned to the Gene Krupa orch. 

Shorty Warren, current at the 
Blue Mirror, Newark, has signed 
with Music Corp. of America. 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 





“Waldorf, Dorothy Shay, Jim 


nicked here slightly. 


Lester Cole and Debutantes; steady 


Jack Fina (College Inn, Sherman, 500; $2.50-$3.50 min.). Buzzing 3,200. 
Dick LaSalle (Mayfair Room, Blackstone, 350; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Florence Desmond replaced Beatrice Kay Thurs. (20); 3,000. 


Frankie Masters (Boulevard Room 


| Continued fine 3,700. 





Los Angeles 


Carl Brisson, Freddy Martin (Ambassador, 900; $1.50-$2). Nice 3.800. 
Jan Garber (Biltmore, 900; $1-$1.50). 


Chicago 

Barclay Allen (Empire Room, Palmer House, 550; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Evelyn Knight charming conventioneers to tune of 4.100. 

Henry Brandon (Marine Room, Edgewater, 700; $1.20 cover). Weather | 

Still nice 2,700. | 

Joe DeSalvo (Swiss Chalet, Bismarck, 200; $2.00 min.-$1.05 cover). | 


Arthur Godfrey's radio and TV | 


shows. Before the signing, how-} 
ever, Victor and M-G-M Records | 
played football with him. 

Lawrence originally was set to) 
go with Victor immediately after 
| the lifting of the disk ban. Then 
M-G-M assertedly was leading him 
up to the dotted line. Victor 
finally took him on. (He’s handled 
| by George Evans, press agent for 
Frank Sinatra for years.) 

Victor also signed Alfred Drake, 
| musical comedy singer. 


yge):37-¥-ee-lil: e 


1650 Broadway, New York 








my Carroll; New Yorker, ice revue. 





1,800. 


, Stevens, 650; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 




























I’M IN 
THE MOOD 
FOR LOVE 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


ROBBINS 

















Good 3,300. 





Location Jobs, 


(Chicago) 
Cee Davidson (Chez Paree, 500; $3550 min.). 


ropes up all week; big 6,000. 


Eddy Howard (Aragon; $1-$1.15 adm). 


week, but still hot to 19,500. 
Art Kassel (Blackhawk, 500: $2.5 
family spot. Holding well at 2,500. 


_ rence Welk (Trianon; $1-$1.15 adm.), Weather cut into this dance 
spot, 


Dipped to 14,000, 





(Los Angeles) 
Tex Beneke (Palladium B., Hollywood, 5th wk.). Okay 7,500. 


Not in Hotels 





Ted Lewis show kept 
Cold spell cut slightly during 


0 min.), Out-of-towners like this 












FAR AWAY 
LACES | 


LAUREL MUSIC CO., 
1619 Broadway, New York 
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Petrillo Boosted His | 
D. C. Popularity Hooper 
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Via Inaugural Chores 
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. ———— a | _ 
Washington, Jan. 25. j ARIET ° | is S 
James C. Petrillo, American Fed- Survey of retail disk best 4 ra > or 
eration of Musicians head, is one sellers, based on reports ob- FA eie=iZi6 2 = 
entertainment figure who came out | tained from leading stores in eee - 5 liOoOle isis ~% 
of President Truman’s ipaugura- 12 cities and showing com- 2/3/2/9 | >| 8 | - Sie IB] sl 
tion celebration a lot more popu- parative sales rating for this eilei/zleleleigi_l|a@/El/8]5| 0 
lar than he went into it. As a and last week. wir 2 Sle sie [rig }3) a] ol 
job of D. C. public relations, Pe- Si Sleslai;4] a 9 = c | Sis |S] « 
trillo’s efforts in connection with 5 | wg Sis§ia | f@ieimg |/VIQ!l EB] - 
the various affairs have done him W k E « ~i/Bi; {t/a v3 | ¢ | £ | ] | | } | & 
more good than anything else in Natiorial ee nding | 13 | Sia ly (/Zif/Gi el 2/3 m| P 
recent years, according to Wash- Rating | | 1 | © | 1 | |g ei) 3 | A |S 3 Oo 
rcits Sboervers JAN. 22 EVdTEi Tia] e/ei1/S/8/8) ]] 3 
Up to last week, the AFM prexy This Last 5 e\< g 8 a 5 S | z |< | © = | N 
as regarded in Washington as a = ea ee ‘ r©liezl Ss (sisal sS§i/S3i/silals/8)a/ T 
troublesome, unreasonable labor wk. We. Artist. Label, Title en eee ee ee ee Alt n |S | Ss 
leader “or “e-s union EVELYN KNIGHT (Decca) ee 
~~ ” ‘ ag S¢hool or- prey tot hr Sage eee 
ee ued tiie Tike” custo 1 _1__“A Little Bird Told Me”... ob. @ 8s 8 2 8 3:3. & 
. ~~ he is known as the man KAY KYSER (Columbia) bite es ef to 
<a) ¢ ¢ é » “ , ~ . Rk 11.2 ee ‘ é 
who lined up the various top aame 2 Pease er s Slew peak 4 China”. _3 a, bai 9 2 i 8s 3 10 noe 1 0 
bands- which played the Inaugural DINAH SHORE (¢ olumbia) as 
Gala and Inaugural Ball and who 3 3 “Buttons and Bows ssstseeee DF 4 -F4)  w I > 6 So - 
saw- that they were paid, without MARGARET WHITING (Capitol) 5 
the money coming from the limited + 5 “Far Away Places”... . 4 2 3 Z 4 35 
funds of the D. C. Inaugural Com- inal EVELYN KNIGHT (Decca) a ae en —— 
mittee. He also provided a snappy 5 9 “Powder Face With Sunshine” 6 7 3..9 B 98 7 34 
AFM float for the Inaugural Pa- ~—————"- BING CROSBY (Decca) SAS SE Oe 
rade. Even Southern Democrats 6 “Far. Fm Places” . 4 
are saying nice things about him. 2. Ate nse oh tA EE PE 4 4 3] 
‘ ae JO STAFFORD-G. MacRAE (Cap) 
7 4 “My Darling, My Darling” 7 5 7 ,) 8 4 30 
: ' . sd BING CROSBY (Decca) — a yarn mae 
Coin Boost Bid Rejected Sy + ell : ee ‘cee 
LES BROWN (Columbia) . 
By Mpls. AFM Execs 9 7 “I’ve Got My Love to Keep Me” 8 9 ] 4 7 26 
Minneapolis, Jan. 25. fi “RUSS MORGAN (Decca) | 7»: 
Apparently taking cognizance of 10 12 “So Tired” fe MA? 10 8 3 1 22 
business conditions in various —_ SAMMY KAYE (Victop —_—— $$$ - 
spots that use music, the local arm 11A 10 1. awamdied Blue” 10 6 4 9 8 3 , 
the American Federation of . ——— —— = : _ = 
Musicians last week rejected a re- * } Sgetomere sg -treepaamned ; 10 . a 
quest by its members for a general 1B 15 Lavender Blue SAEARE SF ANT ESSE 6 i - ETON TTS 
increase in scales. George Murk VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) 
is president of the local. 12 17 “Red Roses for a Blue Lady”.. 2 Sa EEN 
Murk explained, however, that BLUE BARRON (M-G-M) 
the local’s executive board is mak- 13 15 “Cruising Down the River”. be + ohne be . enV ee eee Bere, 
ing a study of conditions to de- JO STAFFORD-G. MacRAE (Cap) 
termine if there’s real need for in- 14A 14 “The Pussy-Cat Song”........... 5 5 12 
creases in certain classifications. m FREDDIE MARTIN (Victor) 
14B “On a Slow Boat to China”. . ask 3 ee 12 
Johnny Long recorded a special C. MIRANDA-ANDREWS SIS ‘D) f 
tune titled “Listen to Lacy,” which 15 1] “Cuanto Le Gusta”. 7 #16 9 7 11 
Jack Lacy, WINS, New York, disk RAY NOBLE (Victor) 
jockey, will use as his opening and 16A “Lady of Spain”................ 1 10 
closing theme. Long cuts for Sig- EVELYN KNIGHT (Decca) 
tg 16B 15 “Buttons and Bows”.... ....... 1 10 
FREDDY GARDNER (Columbia) 
f 16C “Pm in the Mood for Love” 1 10 
| A DREAM OF A LULLABY || — TOMMY DORSEY (Victor) 
16D 19 “Down By the Station” 10 2 10 
INK SPOTS (Decca) 
16E 8 “You Were Only Fooling”... .. 6 6 10 
GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) 
“a cn hc oo on 17A 19 “The Birth.of the Blues”. . 2 9 
a BLUE BARRON (M-G-M) 
- 17B 16 “Powder Face With Sunshine” 2 9 
asensastinaegumasnnusphtisinuninieenymensantiieneasasstionss SIS. ROSETTA THARPE (Decca) 
18A_.. “High Above My Head” .. ocr. oe orn 8 
bir MILLS BROTHERS (Decca) 
me . ae 80 - ties cocci s ec tisk) ; 3. 8 
cd ~~ KAY STARR (Capitol) 
OXFORD MUSIC CORP. 18C “You Were Only Fooling”....... ; a & 4 p ute abd ne PZ Ele or ics 8 
1619 Broadway New York | 7 ~ ; 7 ; 
—— FIVE TOP '\VAUGHN MONROE) | CAN HEAR IT ROSES IN WORDS AND AL JOLSON 
SINGS NOW RHYTHM MUSIC ALBUM NO. 3 
it's @ Dilly! ALBUMS | Vaughn Monroe Sdwerd R. Murrow Frankie Carle | Varied Artists Al Jeken 
| Victor Columbia Columbia M-G-M | Decca 


‘AFM Local 47 Okays 
| Cut Scale, Fewer Men 
For Annual Oscar Set 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Johnny Green’s impassioned ora- 
, tory will save the Academy of Mo- 
tion Picture Arts and Sciences 
some $11,000 if the 1949 Oscar 
Derby is run on the small track at 
the Academy Awards theatre as is 
now scheduled. Green, musical 
director for the event, talked 
American Federation of Musicians 


local 47 execs into slashing the 
music budget by that amount by 
lowering both the scale for the 


event and the number of musicians 
reauired. 


Figuring in the pitch was the 
fact that tooters this vear would 
work only 90 minutes, Acad execs 
having decided to trim the show 
to conform to airtime since only a 
reletive handful of members can 


fit into the theatre and a lengthy 
spectacle would therefore be noth- 
ing but an extravagance. 

Deal worked out by Green ealls 
for 22 sidemen who will get $104.50 
each for the show and eight hours 
rehearsal. Green, who will baton, 
and the contractor, will get $156.75 
each, bringing the total music bill 
to $2,612. 


Last vear, in the mammoth 
Shrine Auditorium, Ray Heindorf 
led 67 musicians who received $210 
each, including pay for 11 hours 


of rehearsal. Tab came to slightly 
more than $14,000. 

Until Green made his _ pitch, 
stressing the Acad’s need for econ- 
omy, tuners had ruled that a mini- 
mum of 40 men be used this year, 
at $120.75 each. 


Japs Disked 12,000,000 
In 48; Columbia Leader 


Tokyo, Jan. 18. 

Jap record industry turned out 
12,000,000 disks in 1948, recent 
survey shows. At least 80°) was 
modern music, mostly jazz. Japan 
Columbia led the trade with 700,- 
000 copies, of which the popular 
“Tokyo “Boogie-Woogie” sold more 
than 100,000. 

Other figures include: Japan 
Victor Co., 300,000; King Record 
Co., 300,000; Teichiku Co., 300,000; 
Polydor Co., 70,000 to 100,000. 


HIT SONGS FROM M-G-M’s 


‘The RISSING 


SENORITA 


FRANK SINATRA ............. Columbia 
EDDY HOWARD 











seessseerese.. Mercury 


JACK SMITH. Capitol 
JOHNNIE JOHNSTON... _M-G-M 
DENNY DENNIS ............... London 
DENNIS DAY... .RCA Victor 
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Tops of the Tops 
“A Little Bird Told Me” 
Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Buttons and Bows” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“A Little Bird Told Me” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“A Little Bird Told Me” 
Best British Seller 
“Buttons and Bows” 
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AVAILABLE FOR 


Can Easily Be Converted 
Into a Theatrical Or 


IMMEDIATE SALE 


One of Jacksonville Florida’s 30. 
Finest Equipped Cocktail Lounges 


Music Bar 


GOOD LOCATION 


PRICED RIGHT 
For Information — Call - Write - Wire 


JOE KRESTUL—618 West Adams St. 


Jacksonville, Florida 
Phone:—4-0171 or 4-0172 


jazz 


Red 


Lounge, 
Deuces 


LONG LEASE 


the 


(27) 





‘Club, 





Spivak .. 
Ballroom 


kara for , 
Gable’s band is at Johnny Brown's 


East Liberty . ee ‘ 


hi 


nightclub first, 
Gardens show, starting Friday (28) 

Ethel Waters, accompanied by 
Fletcher Henderson, 
day concert at Opera House, Jan. 
Sugar Chile Robinson, child 
pianist, 
Springfield, Jan. 28 for one week 
gng 3. & 
Herbie Fields into 
end 


Allen 


botham follow 
Silhouette Club, 


Pittsburgh 
Roy Eldridge back to 


Art 


set 


On the Upbeat 


Continued from page 47 eee 


man Donnell, former general man- 
Inland Trading 
joins staff of Consumers Aid, Inc., 
store broadcasting 
and will headquarter in Chi.... |! he 
NBC Chicago Orchestra will con- 
cert during February in Fullerton 
Institute 
WJJD baritone, 
with 


for 


Feb. 14, to 


Wild 


three 


while 
Tommy Turk goes out again on 
tour with Norman Granz’s ‘Jazz at 
Philharmonic’ 
Campbell, former trumpeter with 
Baron Elliott 
Casino house band joins Charlie 
. Gene Krupa at Savoy 
one - nighter 
. With shut-down of An- 
months, 


and 


music 


Luke Riley’s 


2 Ways, Boss Booked 
Harold Heldt, St. Paul bar opera- 
tor, was booked for investigation 
when he fired a musician and al- 
legedly “fired’’ his music. 
Walter Tritchler, drummer, com- 





Corp., 


service, 
burned up $100 worth of 
Tritchler’s music in the furnace. 


"| fl KATHRYN GRAYSON. 


plained that after Heldt axed him, | 


VAUGHN MONROE... RCA Victor 
M.G-M 


PATTI PAGE Mercury 


IF 1 STEAL A KISS 


VAUGHN MONROE 
ANDY RUSSELL 
FRANK SINATRA... 
JOHNNIE JOHNSTON 


RCA Victor 
Capitol 
Columbia 
M.G-M 
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Carnival 
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America's Foremost Comedy Instrumentalists 


” Quintette 
Featuring COW EYES 


Currently FRANK PALUMBO'S 


CIRO’S, 
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Exclusive Management 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 
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Wednesday, January 26, 1949 











+ HARTETY SONG CAVALCADE 


(Musical-Historical Review: 1800-1948 ) +****+++ 


Compiled for 


By JULIUS MATTFELD 
(Copyright, Variety, Ine. 


VARIETY 


All Rights Reserved) 





Legends and other basic background information, attendant to the compilation | 


and presentation, appeared in the Oct. 
Cavalcade started publication serially. 
clipped and filed for future reference. 


6, 1948, issue when the Variety Song | 


lt is suggested that these installments be 


Attention is hereby called to the fact that this material is copyright and may not 


be reproduced either wholly or in part. 


(Continued from Last Week) 


1882 

I Never Drank Behind the Bar 
(The McSorleys). w., Edward Harri- 
gan. m., David Braham. Wm. A. 
Pond & Co., cop. 1882. 

ll Be Ready When the Great 
Day Comes. w.. m., James S. Put- 
man. Chicago: S. Brainard’s Sons, 
cop. 1882. 

The Market on Saturday Night. 
w.. Edward Harrigan. m., David 
Braham. Wm. A. Pond & Co., cop. 
1882. 

MecNally’s Row of Flats. w., Ed- 
ward Harrigan. m., David Braham. 
Wm. A. Pond & Co., cop. 1882. 

When the 
Strikes Twelve. w., Edward Harri- 
gan. m., David Braham. Wm. A. 
Pond & Co., cop. 1882. 

Mrs. (Lily) Langtry made her 
American debut at Wallack’s The- 
atre, N.Y., as Hester Grazebrook in 
*An Unequal Match,” followed by 
the role of Rosalind in “The 
Honeymoon.” 

Jumbo, the elephant, arrived 
from England and was promptly 
exhibited by P. T. Barnum. 

Mark Twain's “Prince and the 
Pauper” appeared. 

On Pearl St., N.Y., the first Edi- 
son electric lighting station open- 


Oscar Wilde, the English author 
and esthete, began lecturing in 


Chickering Hall (lectures and ad- | 


dresses, especially by visiting Eu- 


ropeans, were highly popular at 
this time). 
“East Lynn” (with Ada Gray), 


“Far from the Madding Crowd” 


and “Esmerelda” were popular 
plays. 
1883 

Marguerite. w., m., C. A. White. 
Boston: White-Smith & Co., cop., 
1883. 

My Dad’s Dinner Pail (Cordelia’s 
Aspirations). w., Edward Harri- 
gan. m., David Braham. Wm. A. 


Pond & Co., cop. 1883. 
Strolling on the Brooklyn Bridge. 
w.. George Cooper. m., Joseph P. 


Skelly. Richard A. Saalfield, cop. 
1883. 

When the Mists Have Rolled 
Away. Hymn. w., Annie Herbert. 


m., Ira David Sankey. Cop. 1883, 
by Ira D. Sankey. 

When the Robins Nest Again. 
w., m., Frank Howard. T. B. Harms 
> Co., cop. 1883 by J. F. Martin- 

as 
At a time when gastronomic de- 
lights were highly prized, one W. 
S. Walcott ate two quail daily, be- 
tween 4 and 5 p.m., for 30 con- 
secutive days—a record never even 
remotely approached. 

The Brooklyn Bridge opened, at- 
tracted vast crowds, and had to be 
altered at the approaches when 
12 people were trampled to death 
in a crush. 

Congress adopted standard time. 

The novel of the year was 
*“Bread-winners” by an anonymous 
author later discovered to be John 
Hay who, in 1898, became Secre- 
tary of State. 

In New York the Metropolitan 
Opera House was dedicated. 

Mrs. Cyrus Curtis founded The 
Ladies Home Journal (of which 
Edward Bok took charge in 1889), 
presaging the era of mass-publica- 
tions. 

Col. Cody (Buffalo Bill) launch- 
ed his Wild West Show. 

Joseph Pulitzer bought the New 
York World from Jay Gould, and 
immediately started campaigning 
against prevailing plutocracy. 
Those who disagreed with his poli- 
cies labeled him a “yellow journal- 
ist” and sensationalist. 








1884 
Always Take Mother's Advice. 
w.. m., Jennie Lindsay. Willis 


Woodward & Co., cop. 1884. 

Plum Pudding. w., Edward Har- 
rigan, m., David Braham, Wm. A. 
Pond Co., cop. 1884. 

The Sea Hath Its Pearls. Part 
song for SATB. w., Henry Wads- 
worth Longfellow, translated from 
the German of Heinrich Heine, m.., 


Ciro Pinsuti. London: Novello, 
Ewer & Co. (1884). 
White Wings. w., m., Banks 


Winter. Willis Woodward & Co., 
cop. 1884. 
This year marked the heyday of 


Clock in the Tower | 


| “The 


the cowboy, and the cattle raising | 
business with which he was asso- | 
ciated (by early 1900 the era was 


over). 
Van Depoele and Sprague in- 
vented the electric trolley car 


which was developed and perfected 
in the ensuing three years. 
L. E. Waterman in this year, 


and Paul E. Wirt in 1885, worked | Claxson Bellamy and Harry Paul- | What Did I Do—*“When My Baby Smiles At Me”—Triangle 


out the fountain pen. 


One J. Baker ate 6 pounds of | duced in New York, May 10, 1886.)| Cuanto Le Gusta—Southern 


cooked beans in 40 minutes at a 
tourney under Grand Army of the 


Republic auspices at Tonawanda,| Harry Paulton. m., Edward Jako- ,——— 


me. 

Oliver Wendell Holmes’ “A Mor- 
tal Antipathy” appeared, as also 
Mark Twain’s “Adventures 
Huckleberry Finn.” 

Chauncey Olcott was starring in 
Irish Artist.” 

Financial panic resulted in New 
York with the failure of the firm 
of Grant & Ward. 

Tornadoes killed several hun- 
dred persons and destroyed 10,000 
buildings. 


1885 

At the Cross. Hymn. w., Isaac 
Watts. m., R. E. Hudson. cop. 1885 
by R. E. Hudson. 

The Gum Tree Canoe. w., S. S. 
Steele. m., A. F. Winnemore. Cleve- 
land: S. Brainard’s Sons, cop. 1885 
(‘new edition’’). 

Poverty’s Tears Ebb and Flow 
(Old Lavender). w., Edward Harri- 
gan. m., David Braham, Wm. A. 
Pond & Co., cop. 1885. 

Remember, Boy, You’re Irish 
(Shane Na Lawn). w., m., William 
J. Scanlan. T. B. Harms & Co., cop. 
| 1885. 
| Still as the Night—Original Ger- 





Cincy Starts a Trend 

Here’s a good example of 
why music publishers ge mad 
in such an unpredictable busi- 
ness. Some time ago, a putsch 
was started on the tune “As 
You Desire Me,” by the Words 
and Music catalog, owfied by 
Cork O’Keefe and operated for 
him by Dave Dreyer. Vaughn 
Monroe made a recording of it 


for Victor, Tony Martin for 
Mercury, etc. Nothing hap- 
pened. 


Recently, Paul Dixon, 
WCPO, Cincinnati, disk jockey, 
began spinning a version re- 
leased only a little while ago 
by M-G-M, made by Derry 
Falligant. He got big request 
action out of it and the stir 
has begun spreading to the 
point where Monroe’s version 
is being reissued and so is 
Martin’s (he’s now on Victor), 
and Decea is having it cut by 
the Ink Spots. 








ton. m., Edward Jakobowski. (Pro- 


What the Dicky-Birds Say (Ermi- 
nie). w., Claxson Bellamy and 


we On tiedloe’s Island, N.Y. the Inside Orchestras—Music 


bowski. (Produced in New York, 
May 10, 1886.) 

On Bedloe’s Island, N. Y., the 
the U. S., was unveiled while 
1,000.000 people looked on. 

In the Southwest, the Apache 


Indians buried their hatchets and 
the day of Indian fighting was for- 
ever over. 

Anarchist riots in Chicago (Hay- 
market) resulted in several deaths, 
followed by convictions and hang- 
ings. 

The United Mine Workers organ- 
ized. 

Earthquakes killed 40 in Charles- 
ton, S.C. 


1887 


Away In a Manager (or “Luther’s 


Cradle Hymn”). w., m., erroneously 
ascribed to Martin Luther. w., 
anonymous. m., J. R. M. [James 
Ramsey Murray! (in his: Dainty 
Songs for Little Lads and Lasses, 
p. 110). Cincinnati: The John 
Church Co., cop. 1887; renewed 
1915 by Mrs. J. R. Murray. (For an 
exhaustive investigation into the 
history of this carol, consult: Rich- 


RH Tele-Log 


Following is tabulation of song performances on New York teley 
networks NBC, CBS, ABC and DuMont. They are based on ratiy, 
seven top shows: Texaco (Milton Berle) 80; Chesterfield ( Arthyr 
frey) 55; Emerson (“Toast of the Town”) 50; Chevrolet, 
Chesterfield (Perry Como) 25; Arrow Shirt, 25. 

Week of Jan. 13 to Jan. 19 


My Darling, My Darling—*‘Where’s Charley”—Morris 


ision 
tel 

od- 
30; Kraft, 30, 














Buttons & Bows—?Paleface’’—Famous....... ea Sees Ce ws . a 4 
A Little Bird Told Me—Bourne.......... Piseetw hab itiess tes. oo a 
On a Slow Boat to China—Melrose . SURSVVESSUELYS + oka dec % . 30 
Here I’ll Stay—*“Love Life”’—Chappell ..........e00. . .. 20 
It’s a Big Wide Wonderful World—BMI..........+.... ‘ i, 
You Were Only Fooling—Shapiro’......... Sea bib ta th bss 6 war » 20 
| Cornbelt Symphony—Mellin ........ TRURGWEEORERS 6 0:0'S 66.56% .04 10 
| Down By the Station—American Academy....................,, 10 
|For You—Witmark eee eee SS eh ed i. 2 ee 10 
Galway Bay—Leeds er ae ay” by Ds DAEs SB on 56s 46a 5 » 10 
Lavender Blue—7“‘So Dear to My Heart’’—Santly........... 10 
Little Jack Frost Get Lost—Spitzer.............-..ccccee... 10 
| Pienie in the Snow—J. J. Robbins .. ...... ..cccccccccccccccene 10 
| So in Love—**‘Kiss Me Kate”—T. B. Harms............... 10 
That Corteie PORt-—DOUIINE.. 5. ngewe 6 85 6 swe sewer eins es 10 
The Money Song—Crawford ; 10 
Until—Dorsey Bros. : 10 
re 10 
po Rk RN en Pereeree rrr tery cr) eer eee ee eee 10 
Se Ter Lee Tee Tee Tee 5 
Par Away Piaces——Laurel. . . . ...>.0.0ssbenee deste s Jidicees dvéccg 5 
My Own True Love—Paramount 


| Leeds Music men blew their stacks last week and cancelled subscrip- 
tions to Peatman, RH and Accurate Reporting radio performance meas- 
uring sheets due to the refusal to credit an important plug for “Galway 
Bay” on Bing Crosby's Philco show of Wednesday (19). Crosby pulled 
the unique stunt of playing one of his own Decca recordings of the 
' song on the transcription, and singing along with it, meanwhile making 
comments about the disking. Accurate, which logs N. Y. chain plugs 
and supplies the info to Peatman and RH for their national compila- 
tions, called the plug a “background” performance because of Crosby's 
conversation and refused credit. Accurate has since revised that stand 
and will give proper credit next week. RH, meanwhile, had heard 
Leeds’ complaint and moved “Galway” up to where it would have been 
had the plug been okayed. 





That exclusive rights to mechanical reproduction in the U. S. often 
depend upon Presidential proclamation when the original copyright 
was obtained in a foreign country was again pointed up by a recent 
decision of the U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals in affirming a ruling of a 
lower district court. In deciding an appeal from a dismissal of an in- 
fringement suit brought by a Brazilian plaintiff against several Amer- 
ican recording companies, the high court held that the action should 
be denied since reciprocal licensing conditions between the U. S. and 
Brazil had not been determined by Presidential proclamation. Suit 
involved the number, “‘Tico Tico No Fuba,” composed by a Brazilian 
and copyrighted under the laws of that country and in accordance with 


|man title; Still wie die Nacht (no. ard S. Hill, Not so far away in a_| the Buenos Aires convention of 1910. 


27 in: Lieder, No. 326). German 
words traditional; English words, 
Mrs. John P. Morgan, m., K. Bohm. 
Berlin: N. Simrock [1885?]. Pub- 
lished in the United States by Oli- 


ver Ditson Co., Boston, cop. 1890, 
and G. Schirmer, New York, cop. 
1890. 

In Boston, Benjamin F. Keith, 


who had begun his career by ex- 
hibiting a midget called “Baby 
Alice,” revolutionized the existing 
entertainment business by starting 
vaudeville—a continuous perform- 
ance of variety acts, which, among 
other things. was simon pure for 





manger, in “Notes.” Washington 
D. C., Dec., 1945, p. 12-36.) 


Come (Come, Oh, Come To Mel. 
.. Mrs. James G. Johnson. 
m., James McGranahan. Cop. 1887 


Hymn. w 


by James McGranahan. 


I Will Sing the Wond’rous Story. 


Hymn. w., 
Bilhorn. 
Sankey. 


F. H. Rawley. m., Peter 
Cop. 1887 by Ira 


If the Waters Could Speak As 


They Flow. w., m., C. Graham. 
Willis Woodward & Co., cop. 1887. 

If You Love Me, Darling, Tell 
Me With Your Eyes. w., Samuel 
Minturn Peck. m., Hubbard T. 





Apparently no one likes “Boys and Girls Like You and Me.” Noth- 
ing personal, of course. But the Rodgers-Hammerstein tune of that 
title has been kicking around for more than six years without ever 
getting anywhere. Originally penned for “Oklahoma!” it was yanked 
from the musicomedy in the original trimming. Metro bought it in 1943 
for the film “Meet Me In St. Louis,” but it wound up on the cutting 
room floor, even though it did manage to find its way into the Decca 
album of songs from the pic. Few weeks ago, MGM tried again with 
Frank Sinatra warbling it to Betty Garrett in “Take Me Out to the 

Ball Game.” But—you guessed it—when the film came out of the cut- 
ting room “Boys and Girls” was on the floor again. 





Alfred Newman can probably sue himself for plagiarism after a 
songwriting stint at 20th-Fox. Script of “Come to the Stable” calls for 


the family trade in a day of hair- Smith. Washington, D. C.: John F, thesp Hugh Marlowe, playing a songwriter, to be accused by a group of 


raising thrillers and blue jokes. 

First electric street railway in 
the U.S. opened in Baltimore by 
Frank J. Sprague. 

Mergenthaler invented the lino- 
type—the type-casting mechanism 
that eliminated hand-setting and 
| gave a powerful stimulus to mass 
| publications. 
| Grover Cleveland was inaugu- 
| rated president. 

Bryn Mawr, another great insti- 


Ellis & Go., cop. 1887. 

The Outcast Unknown. w.. m.. 
Paul Dresser. Willis Woodward & 
Co., cop. 1887. 

Rock-a-bye Baby. w., m., Effie I. 
Canning. Boston: C. D. Blake & 
Co., cop. 1887. 

The Song That Reached My 
Heart. w., m., Julian Jordan. Willis 
Woodward & Co., cop. 1887. 

The Swan—original french title: 
Le Cygne. Duet for violoncello 


nuns of using a hymn as basis for a pop tune. To make it, authentic, 
Newman worked with church music authority Roger Wagner for a 
month, digging into old Latin manuscripts and finally wrote a chant 
based on others centuries old. Then Newman jazzed it up into modern 
format and Mack Gordon turned out lyrics for it. Tune is called 
“Through a Long and Sleepless Night.” 





Writing some 10 numbers for General Amusement’s recent talent show, 
“Theatre 49," proved the springboard to a pair of exclusive contracts 
with Mills Music for songsmiths Richard Adler and Philip Springer. 
Both cleffers were handed two-year tickets by company prez Jack Mills, 


tution of feminine learning, was and piano, m., Camille Saint-Saens. who also took their ‘“Feelin’ Like a Song” along with “One Easter 


founded. 

Roller skating was so popular 
that an estimated $20,000,000 was 
invested in skating properties. 

Cable cars appeared in New 
York. 

Arbor Day (advocated by Sterl- 
as Morton?) became a legal holi- 
ay. 





1886 

At Midnight On My Pillow Lying 
(Erminie). w., Claxson Bellamy and 
Harry Paulton. m., Edward Jako- 
bowski. (Produced in New York. 
May 10, 1886.) 

Darkest the Hour (Erminie). w., 
Claxson Bellamy and Harry Paul- 
ton. m., Edward Jakobowski. (Pro- 
duced in New York, May 10, 1886.) 

Dear Mother, In Dreams I See 
Her (Erminie). w., Claxson Bellamy 


Paris: A Durand et Fils [,1887). 

Though Your Sins Be As Scarlet. 
Hymn. w., Frances Jane Crosby 
(Mrs. Alexander Van Alstyne]. m.. 
William Howard Doane. cop. 1887 
by William H. Doane. 

Wait Till the Tide Comes In. w.., 
George Propheter. m:, Gussie L. 
Davis. George Propheter, cop. 
1887. 

Louis Keller began publishing 
the Social Register, the blue book 


|of American society. 


Via the Dawes act. the Indians 
became U. S. citizens and were 
allotted land in individual hold- 
ings. 

Elsie Hoffman, the actress, made 
her American debut. 

Plays of the season were “Pa.” 
“Dr. Jekyll and = Mr. Hyde,” 
“C.0.D.” “The Wife” (by David 


Mornin’” for publication. Son of pianist-teacher Dr. Clarence Adler, 
Richard Adler was represented on Broadwa last year as one of the 
producers of “On Whitman Avenue.” Springer has the music for last 
year’s Columbia University varsity show to his credit. 





Care with which James C. Petrillo is screening applicants for record- 
ing franchises is demonstrated by the extent of negotiations with 
Exclusive Records. Coast label dickered with the AFM chief for 26 
days, before getting a five-year ticket. Petrillo is scrutinizing each ap- 
plication carefully and personaliy investigates each applicant before 
okaying a waxery deal. Result is that up to last week, only 36 firms 
had been okayed nationally since the ban although more than 150 
waxeries operated under AFM franchises before the disk clampdown 
almost 13 months ago. 





Pied Pipers, vocal combo, ankled Capitol Records last week on con- 
clusion of five-year pact, to sign with RCA-Victor. Team had been 
_ with Cap almost since that label’s infancy. With the original deal ex- 
piring, Pipers’ manager George “Bullets” Durgom sought a better deal. 
Capitol apparently balked and the act immediately inked with the rival 
waxery. Understood the new deal provides for a royalty payment 0 


and Harry Paulton. m., Edward Belasco and H. C. De Mille), and 3%4¢ for each disk and are guaranteed 12 sides annually. Cap royalty 


(Produced in New 
Lord. w.. 
m., Charles 


Phillipps and 


Jakobowski. 


York, May 10. 1886). 


With the 
James Montgomery. 
Gounod. London: 
Page [1886]. 

The Gladiator March. m., John 
Philip Sousa. Philadelphia: Harry 
Coleman, cop. 1886. 

The Letter That Never Came. w., 
m., Paul Dresser. T. B. Harms & 
Co.. cop. 1886. 

Maggie, the Cows Are In the 
Clover. w., m., Al. W. Filson. T. B. 
Harms & Co., cop. 1886. 

Never Take No For An Answer. | 
w., m., J. F. Mitchell. Willis Wood- | 


Forever 


'ward & Co., cop. 1886. 


A Soldier’s Life (Erminie). w., | 


“A Hole in the Ground.” 
(Continued next week’s issue) 


Palitz in Coast Hosp 

Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Morty Palitz, recording head for 
Columbia Records, is in Cedars of 
Lebanon hospital here. undergoing 
a checkup. Last Friday (21). Pa- 
litz didn’t feel well and later that 
day showed symptoms of a heart 
attack. His doctor removed him 
to the hospital and began cardiac 
tests, all of which proved negative. 
However, Palitz is stil] hospital- 
ized, while doctors try to deter- 

mine what, if anything, is wrong. 





payment was one-quarter of a cent less per record. 





One small New York publisher changed the title of a new tune he 1s 
| publishing after reading a recent Variety story, which pointed out 
that major publishers would legally go after bop bands who were 
_using standard tunes as the basis for bop originals. Title he had in- 
tended using was a pronounceable, but more or less unrecognizable 
word. Actually it consisted of the first letter of each word in the title 
of a standard tune owned by another publisher, from which the melody 
of his “original” was taken. 





Capitol will shortly slide two sides by Herb Jeffries into the disk 
Stalls, before Columbia markets any biscuits by the singer, whom it 
recently signed. Jeffries moved to Columbia after parting compan) 
with Exclusive Records following his beef that he was getting too little 
publicity. Capitol acquired the two sides—along with six other un 
released masters—for $800 from Frank Kelly, who made them three 


_ years ago when starting the defunct Frantone Records. 
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Haterland Circuits 


Schine Vande Route of 55 Days 





Eye Success Of 


i 





Results of the introduction of+ | 


yaudeville on the Schine circuits | 


in : 
ready for a variety 1 
ness in nearly 20 towns where the 
Schines have introduced stage- 
sbows has been “more than gratify- 
ing” so far. In towns like Amster- | 
dam, N.Y., where flesh has been 
playing for about three months, 
the b.o. is holding up nicely, while 
turnouts in houses where vaude | 
has been in effect for only several 
weeks, are reported big. | 

Circuit operators throughout the | 
country are watching the Schine 
experiment. Many theatre owners 
have been hit with dwindling 
grosses and shortage of pictures, | 
and are consequently seeking a | 
method of reviving revenue. | 

Al and Belle Dow Agency, book- 
ing the Schine circuit, are already | 
offering acts 55 days, and prospects 
are that playing time will be in-| 
creased on that chain. All bookings | 
are two and three-day stands, most- | 
ly weekends. 

Other circuits which have been 
eyeing the Schine stageshows, may 
fall into the fold shortly. Several 
New England and Midwest chain 
operators have already been inquir- 
ing into stageshow possibilities. 

Heartening feature of the new 
playing time, according to agents 
who have been supplying Schine 
with acts, is the fact that top 
names and expensive* performers 
are not necessary. Five or six good 
acts are all that are needed, and 














HELENE and HOWARD 


Currently 


OLYMPIA, MIAMI 

















| several more times the houses now 


and extends as far as Lexington, 
| Ky. With several more in-between 


/uor law as illegal “in that 


there are plenty of playable turns ‘until latter switched to Music Corp. 
dicates that the small towns are | available, they say. There’s enough | of . 
invasion. Busi-| Material they declare, to supply , 4gent since. 


playing stageshows. 

The Schines will most likely 
open a few more houses in order | 
to break up several long jumps. 
'Route starts in upper New York 





stops, acts will get a consecutive 

route of close to 10 weeks. 
These houses constitute playing 
time which didn’t exist a year ago. | 
| 


Ohio Judge Decides 
State Must Pay For 
Confiscated Liquor 


Columbus, Jan. 25. 

Night club and cafe owners in 
Ohio who had their licenses re- 
voked since the anti-liquor law 
was set up and who had whisky, | 
wine and beer confiscated as a re- 
sult, have a claim on the state for 
recovery of the value of the stocks 
if a decision of Judge Joseph M. | 
Clifford stands. 

Common pleas court judge ruled 
the confiscation clauses in the liq- 
they 
authorize the taking of and confis- 
cation of property without due 
process of law and without com- 
pensation... .” State, however, 
is fighting back and has served no- 
tice it will appeal the decision to 
a higher court. 

Ruling came in case of Louis W. 
Grieb, Springfield, whose _ night 
club permit for the Night Hawk 
cafe was revoked March 1, 1946. 
He said liquor agents seized about 
$5,000 worth of liquor when he lost | 
his license. | 

Amount for which the state| 
would be liable has not been fig- 
ured but it would run into many 
thousands of dollars. @ 


| 
| 
} 








AL RICKARD BUYING 


ARTHUR FISHER AGCY. 


| Deal is being completed for take- 
over of the Arthur Fisher Agency 


iby Al Rickard, who for several 

weeouapmenons: |) py a og me years assisted the late Arthur 
‘ & t i os. mn a eek ¥ 3 

CLINTON HOTE Sprucs |tisher. Negotiations with the 


200 OUTSIDE ROOMS 
from *2 DAILY 


SPECIAL WEEKLY RATES 
MOUSEKEEPING FACILITIES 
Beautiful An Conditioned Cocktal Lounge 
GMBEWALKING DISTANCE OF ALL THEATRE SoD 








Manny Opper 


that new comedian 


89th Week 
Hollywood Show Lounge 
Chicago 
Pers. Mogt.: IRV LEVIN 

















| Fisher estate are expected to be 
|completed by the end of the week. 
Rickard will book houses for the 
Skouras circuit in New. York and 
|vicinity, the Century 
|Brandt houses and the Metropoli- 
{tan theatres of New England. 
| 
Kearney Aligns with Dows 
Jack Kearney has joined the Al 
;and Belle Dow Agency as a club 
date booker. 
| Kearney was formerly with the 
Harry Moss agency and prior to 
‘that was band booker with Fred- 
| erick Bros. agency. 
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| starting 


Circuit, | 


Lenny Joins RAC 


Jack Lenny has joined Radio 
Artists Corp., headed by Jack 
Bertell and Bernard Schubert. He 
will be in charge of theatre and 
cafe departments, He’ll also book 
talent for video. 

Lenny was with Harry Romm 


America, 








Miami's Copa City 
Starts Price War 
Early This Year 


Miami Beach, Jan. 25. 

The Miami Beach price war is 
earlier than usual this 
year. Opening gun was fired by 
the Copa City’s bid for business 
with a $4.50 dinner and a show 
including Kay Thompson and the 
Williams Bros., Peter Lind Hayes, | 
Jack Cole Dancers, Sammy Kaye} 
Band, Georgie Tapps, Tony Bavaar | 
and a line. It’s estimated that the | 
layout costs around $30,000, mak- | 
ing it necessary for operator Mur- 
ray Weinger to gross around $60,- 
000 in order to break even. 

The neighboring Beachcomber so 
far hasn’t taken cognizance of the 
Copa’s price move, but retaliation 
is expected. 

Business. so far, in the majority 
of cafes and hotels has been con- 
siderably below that of last year, 
which wasn’t considered too good. 

Whether a price cut in Beach 
cafes will aid or hinder business 
is still to be determined. Some 
quarters feel that lower tariffs at 
a time when an owner is running 
expensive shows will put the opera- 
tion into a deeper hole. Others 
feel that it’s better to play to a 
lot of fair spenders as against a 
handful of liberal coin dispensers. 

Last year it was found that price 
cuts increased nitery trade con- 
siderably. However, that came to- 
ward the end of the season when 


ishow budgets weren’t in the super- | 


'brackets, and one or ‘two nights 
of good business was sufficient to 
take the operator off the nut. A 
spot with the Copa’s talent outlay 
and food prices needs a full house 
every night. 





LEONARD LE BEAU HELD | 


IN OKLA. PRISON BREAK 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 

Leonard Le Beau, owner of the 
Pleasure Inn, Decatur, Ill., was ar- 
'rested last week on prison-break 
charge. 

Fingerprints connected him with 
‘an escape in 1918 from the Okla- 
homa State Reformatory. 


the midwest, had amassed a con- 


, siderable fortune in his 1ll-year 
residence in Decatur. 


Ted Lewis Drops 1006 





Chicago, Jan. 25. 

Damage suits, one for $100,000 
by Ted Lewis and the other for 
| $5,000 against him, were dropped. 
| Lewis’ action was vs. the Sherman 
hotel and a waiter. Altercation 
| started two years ago when Lewis 
{was staying at the inn and waiter 
‘and he quarreled. Lewis claimed 
|he had to keep his arm in cast for 
|six weeks. In turn, waiter sued 
| Lewis for $5,000. 

Lewis, before Judge Julius 
‘Miner, Chi circuit court, asked 
| juror to dismiss the suit after hear- 
‘ing that waiter was overseas vet 
‘and had spent 14 months in hospi- 


} 


| tals. Cross suit was then dismissed. 








Guetary’s Ist Canadian 
Date Eyes 40G Gross 


Montreal, Jan. 25. 

Georges Guetary, French singer 
and film star, may gross $40,000 in 
his first Canadian date. He’s cur- 
‘rent at the Theatre Champlaine, 
here, where he opened Friday (21 } 

William Morris agency, who im- 
|ported Guetary, is attempting to 
get him to postpone French film 
commitments in order to tour the 
'U. S. Guetary, who is here with 
his manager, Felix Marouani, 
starred in the long running Sir 
Charles Cochran production, “Bless 
, the Bride,” in London. 





LeBeau, widely known through | 


Suit Vs. Sherman, Chi 


Easing of England's Nitery Curfew 
Indicated by Russell Swann Booki 


London, Jan. 25. 





Show Melted ’Til Summer 


Minneapolis, Jan. 25. 


Nicollet hotel’s Minnesota Ter- 
race will drop its ice show policy 
March 1. But Dorothy Lewis, who 
has held forth there since last June 
will return next summer. 


~ 


Easing of England’s strict nitery 


He’s been an indie | Mpls. Nicollet Hotel’s Ice curfew laws is indicated by the 


booking of Russell Swann into the 
|Embassy Club, London, opening 
‘Feb. 7. Swann is the first major 
U. S. cafe act to be booked into that 
country since the beginning of the 
war. Since then, cafes have been 
unable to book expensive American 


talent because of the 10:30 p.m. 


Meanwhile, Miss Lewis is shap- curfew on liquor sales. 


ing another ice show to open at 
the Statler hotel, Buffalo, next 
month. She will not appear in the 
show, however. 

Terrace is expected to return to 
name-act policy, but will find com- 
petition local increased, two other 
niteries having adopted that type 
of bid for public favor meanwhile. 


Cunard S.A. Boats To 
Ship Shows as Means | 
Of Meeting Competition 


The British-owned Cunard White 
Star line will book acts on its ships 
in the Caribbean service to meet 
the competition of other lines on 
the West Indies run. Company has | 
had several of its top vessels in the | 
lucrative cruise trade. 

Shows, to be booked by Nat 
Abramson, head of the WOR Artists 
Bureau, will be spotted on the 
Mauretania and the newly-launched 
Caronia. Each show will consist of 
eight acts and a band. U. S. turns 
will be used, made possible by a 
new edict of the British Board of 
Transportation, which permitted 
expenditure of American dollars. | 
Hitherto, it was impossible to use | 





U. S. talent because of ban on pay-| *4 
As a result no en-| & 


ment in dollars. 
tertainment was offered. However, 


a few cruises in which bookings | #3 


were comparatively sparse, is said 
to have convinced the Ministry on 
| wisdom of using talent. 


ing up cafe dates in the West Indies 
ports to augment the income of en- 
tertainers on the run. Several 
cafes and hotels in Nassau, Havana, 
and other spots are _ reported 
anxious to use American acts when 
the boat makes stopovers. 
Abramson declared that he’s also 
working on a plan whereby acts 
would make lengthy stopovers at a 


port in order to work cafes or the- | 


,atres, and join the next ship on the 
‘run. In that way, performers can 
earn additional coin in niteries and 
passengers could get the benefit of 
an entirely new show. 

| Abramson is currently booking 
shows on the Holland-American 
| Line as well. 





| 

Burglars stripped the safe of the 
Park theatre, Youngstown, O., 
burlesk house, of $438 on Jan. 19. 


Abramson declared that he’s lin- | 


Recent protests by a delegation 
of nightclub owners to Home Sec- 
retary Chuter Ede is reported to 
have been instrumental in amend- 
ing the law. Cafe owners told Ede 
that the 10:30 curfew has caused 
“unsavory dives” to open, threat- 
ened London nightlife, and cut off 
tourist trade. 

Under Britain’s current austerity 


iregime, it’s been an unofficial gov- 


ernment policy to discourage night 
life in an effort to save on food, 
light and heat, and liquor. 

Swann’s booking was made by 
the Harry Foster Agency through 
the William Morris office, New 
York. 





Danny Thomas to Open 
Miller’s Riviera Season 


Miami Beach, Jan. 25. 
Danny Thomas has been signed 
to open Bill Miller’s Riviera, Ft. 
Lee, N. J., around May 1. 
Miller is also attempting to line 
up other headliners, including 
Martin & Lewis, Jane Froman, etc. 
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| America’s 
Foremost 
Marimbist 


GEORGE 
GUEST 

















TRICKS 


JAN A 





Music 





in every trade! 





and his Piano 


UGUST 








Currently: 


PARK PLAZA 
St. Louis 














that's MAGIC 4 Millions 


Direction: MCA 





Latest Mercury release 


“NIGHT and DAY" 
“JALOUSIE” 
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AGVA, 


A $20 minimum for club date | 


acts is in sight. Committee repre-| 
senting the American Guild of. 


Variety Artists met with reps of 
the Entertainment Managers Assn., 
Artists Representatives Assn., and 
Associated Agents of America to 
explore the situation. 
Negotiations started 


after a 


meeting of the N. Y. AGVA branch | 


passed a resolution naming a com- 
mittee to start negotiations for a 
club date code and scale. Meeting 
suggested a $25 minimum for each 
performer with $50 for doubles. 

While most club date bookers 
feel that this is not the time to 
raise scales, especially in the light 
of declining revenues in show- 
business, it was felt that the cur- 
rent $15 scale was too low. Many 
bookers are willing to accept the 
$20 bottom, but will put up a stiff 
battle on matter of other parts of 
the code. One of them is the pro- 
vision governing the number of 
hours an act may stay at one club 
showing. 

AGVA_ reps insist upon a 
two-hour limit, after which the act 
can leave and get paid even if he 
hasn’t worked. The bookers insist 
that no entertainment manager 
can judge with certainty how long 
an act must remain on the job. 
They declare that speakers at a 
banquet can run overtime and con- 





) 





**Trampoliningly Yours+++ 


Paul & Paulette Trio 


Currently 


LATIN QUARTER 
NEW YORK CITY 


m . one of the most amazing nov- 
elty acts ever gandered ... do show 
stopping acrobatic tricks that defy 
description . . . Paulette, a slender, 
shapely blonde .. . one of the love- 
lest creatures ever seen on Broadway. 
I predict she'll be movie property be- 
fore the end of this run.” 

—LEE MORTIMER, 


Dir.: LOU COHAN, 203 N. Wabash, Chicago 
o+oo¢ $9 O44 444444406 





LUXURIOUS 
RUSSIAN ERMINE JACKET 


White, practically new, in perfect condition. 





* 
Bex C-38 
Variety, 360 N. Michigan 
Chicago 1, Ml. 











Bookers Seen Compromising 
Club Date Minimums at $20 Per 


sequently show would be late in 
starting. 

Committees compromised on 
permitting agents to function as 
emcee. It’s been agreed that an 
agent may do a straight introduc- 
tion without jokes or comment. 

Next meeting between the AGVA 
committee and the bookers will 
take place Friday (28). 


BILLIE HOLIDAY PUT 
ON BAIL IN DOPE RAP 


San Francisco, Jan. 25. 

Billie Holiday, released on $500 
bail on charge of possession of 
narcotics, continued her engage- 
ment at Cafe Society here. Singer 
was arraigned yesterday (Mon.) 

Federal narcotic agents raided 
her apartment Saturday (22) at the 
Mark Twain hotel here and found 
opium and an opium pipe. Held 
with her is John Levy, her man- 
ager, 
'traband was left in a medicine 
cabinet by a woman visitor. Fed- 
eral agents said Miss Holiday was 
apprehended while trying to get 
rid of the stuff. Agent in charge 
of the raid said the room smelled 
of opium smoke although neither 

(Continued on page 54) 








Appeal Decision Over 


| Ill. Nitery Sales Tax 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 

|! Attorney General Ivan Elliot of 
Illinois filed notice of appeal of a 
decision by Circuit Judge William 
Brothers, which grants exemption 
from the state sales tax to night 
clubs and cafes which feature en- 
tertainment. It has been estimated 
that ruling would cost the state 
upward of $2,000,000 in revenue. 
Juror had ruled tax did not apply 
to entertainment and _ therefore 
should not be paid by bistros whose 
main feature is entertainment. 


Immediately benefitting from the | 


decision last month were 18 niter- 
ies. 
neys Thomas Rosenberg and Mil- 
ton Raynor, also counsed for the 
Chi Cafe Owners Assn., had paid 
sales tax amounting to $238,000 
over a period of three years under 
protest. College Inn, Sherman 
Hotel, received over $60,000 re- 
fund. 








BOOKING 


AGENCY. 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFIERS 
LOEW BUILDIN@ ANNEX 


IRAP ULERA 





who claimed that the con- | 


Clubs, represented by attor- | 


Re Hub AGVA 


Boston, 
| Editor, VARIETY: 
printed an article headed 


sidents.” 


You told about the refusal of the 
court in Massachusetts to issue an 
injunction against those now in ™ 


In your issue dated Jan. 12 you) 
“Hub | 
Court Delays Plea of AGVA Dis-| 


Minsky Seeking to Launch Strip 


Circuit With Travelling Cafe Shows 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 


|country. He’s already started hee 


Minsky burlesque is seeking to  gotiations*with the Jacobson Bros 


‘ity i TA i action cafes. : 
authority in AGVA in an Harold Minsky, scion of the/the burley-type show current ‘ 


brought by other members of 
AGVA., | 
| You omitted to report that 


| Judge Good had Cliff Barnes, 


| Boston branch representative, take 


oath that they would not 


from being given, keeping, and 


performing their acts in clubs and 


hotels controlled by AGVA. 
Louis J. M. Waxman, 


Pfeiffer Denied 


Chi Injunction 
In ‘Unfair Actio 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 
Theatrical unions’ “unfair’’ list- 
ings were tacitly approved here 
last week when Judge Donald 





keep 
| those performers holding so-called 
| Dale membership cards (plaintiff's) 


| 


famed burley clan, is seeking to the Colonial Inn, Hallanda] 
start the Minsky wheel rolling which Minsky is operating, 


circuit 


SATIRA SETTLES SUIT 


ON EARNINGS SLICES 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 

Satira (Patricia Schmidt) un- 
tangled her financial woes with an 
out-of-court agreement which gives 
Rose Miller, owner of the Silver 
Palms nitery here, $7,000 in cash 
and 5% of her gross earnings from 
Nov. 5, 1948 to Nov. 4, 1949. Miss 
Miller had befriended dancer 
while she was serving sentence in 
Cuban prison for the slaying of 
John Mee. 

Miss Miller supposedly asked for 
25% of her earnings but pact 
drawn by Marshall Korshak, at- 
torney, called for lesser demands. 
Dancer just closed at the Music 
Bowl, Chi nitery, but biz was off 
due to previous date at the north- 


McKinlay, in Cook county superior | gjde Club Silhouette, where she 


court, denied the request for tem- 
{porary injunction to prevent 
American Guild of Variety Artists’ 
alleged interference in the pro- 
| jected opening of Jules Pfeiffer’s 
Bow-Wowery, Chi bistro. Magis- 
trate said, “nothing convinces me 
that ‘unfair’ listings are unfair or 
wrong.” Ruling was the first in 


this area regarding the listings of | 


AGVA and Equity. 

Pfeiffer claimed AGVA had 
placed him on a “blacklist,” in con- 
spiracy with Equity, which had 
placed former legit producer on 

(Continued on page 54) 


HARRIS, McCUNE IN ON 
COLE BROS. CIRCUS? 


Miami Beach, Jan. 25. 

Eddie McCune, operator of the 
Brook club, Miami Beach, and 
Nat Harris, manager of the spot 
and ex-boniface of the now closed 
Harem, New York, are reported to 
,be in on operation of the Cole 
Bros. Circus, recently purchased 
by a syndicate for $350,000. 
| McCune will most likely set pol- 
| icy, and current plans call for mod- 
j ernization with introduction of a 
| 24-girl line. Jack Tavlin will con- 
‘tinue as general manager. 


Chorines Seek Back Pay 


From Florentine Gardens 


Los Angeles, Jan. 25. 








of $280 each, amounting to $4,480, 
before U. S. Bankruptcy Referee 
David Head, against’ the late 
Florentine Gardens. Spot folded 
recently. 

Chorus was represented by three 
of their members, Diane Mooney, 
Sally Barnes and Beverly Thomas, 


can Guild of Variety Artists. 


Burley House Shuttered 





St. Louis, Jan. 25. 


lesk house here, will be shuttered 
for four weeks while damage due | 
to an early a.m. fire last week is | 
being repaired. Blaze started in’! 
dressing rooms and is believed to 
have been started by defective | 
electric wiring. | 

Richard Ziesler, manager of the | 
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“A New Thought in Mental Feats” 


“DESTIS 


Pers. Dir: JULES ZIEGLER 
845 Fifth Avenue, New York, Phone: 


MU 2-2080 











house, estimated damage at $50.- | 
000. Theatre is a unit of the Izzy | 
Hirst circuit. 





| 

Hub Censors Shut Casino 
Boston, Jan. 25. } 

Casino burlesque theatre. will | 
close for eight days this week by 
the Boston Censorship Board, fol- | 
lowing testimony by Hub cops as | 
to offensive dialogue by the come- | 
dians and too much stripping. 
Cops said they found buzzer in| 
the lobby they figured was used to 
warn the strippers backstage that 
officials from the censor’s office or 


police were in the audience, 





Cass Franklin and Monica Moore | 


slated for the Bismark hotel, Chi- 
| 


cago, starting Feb. 9, 


Sixteen chorus girls filed claims | 


backed by attorneys of the Ameri- 


4 Weeks by Heat of—Fire. 


The Garrick theatre, sole bur-. 


| 


' 
| 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


played turnaway shows. 


Wallenda Member 





ake a comeback. This time in 


Hurt During Show 


Shreveport, La., Jan. 25. 


Philip Kreis, member of the 
Flying Wallenda trapeze turn, suf- 
fered severe injuries as the result 
of an accident during a perform- 
ance of the Ward Bros. Circus in 
the Municipal last week. Kreis 


was descending from the trapeze | 
‘to take a bow at the finish of his 
act when the rope broke, accord- 
ing to Arch Gayer, of the circus. | 

Kreis fell about 35 feet, suffer- 
ing a broker? wrist, a cut forehead 


and possible skull fracture. 





Waitress, 2 Cops Grabbed 
In Peoria Nitery Theft 


Peoria, Ill., Jan. 25. 

Night club waitress, a_ police 
detective and a patrolman were 
arrested last week on charges of 
taking $1,550 in cash from the 
Pastime Club while the officers 
were supposedly 
burglary report. 

Cash was recovered from 
locker of the nitery waitress. 


the 


investigating a’ 


the once more by staging shows for a | . 
of cafes throughout the | Carnival, N. Y., with Nicky Blair 
= | and is reported interested in‘ La. 


| 


|erations in the resort 


to purchase or lease the 


Ri m 
bana, Chicago strip spot, ce 


to house 


Minsky is also dickering for th 


Martinique, N. Y. Minsky would 
take on only one of these spots des. 
pending on the deal he can make 

Minsky, during his current op- 
eration of the Colonial Inn. which 
is one of the most profitable Op- 
area, feels 
that he has proven the efficacy of 
girlie shows and burlesque as cafe 
entertainment. Contention is fortj. 
fied by the successful operation of 
the 52nd _ street, N. Y.., niteries, 
which have found strippers to be 
successful. 

Should a series of cafes latch 
onto the idea, it’s possible that the 
new Minsky wheel will have con. 
siderably more playing time than 
the string of theatres which bore 
the Minsky name. Whereas thea- 
tres played a single week stand in 
most towns, cafes could be ex. 
pected to keep a single show run- 
ning for several weeks. 











JUANITA ELLIOTT 


(of the Old Vaudeville Team, 
“ELLIOTT SISTERS”) 
has been confined to bed many years, 


ORDERS FOR HER BOOKS AND 
OIL PAINTINGS WILL BE 
APPRECIATED 
“Memories of a Soubrette,” relating 
the author's own experiences on the 

stage, Price $1.00, 

Also Four Books of Poems—‘Rain- 
bow Ribbons.” $1; “Songs of the 
Southwest."’ $1: “Wayside Notes of a 
Gypsy-Foot,” Flower Gar- 
den,”’ 


_ -0e, “Re 
All postpaid. 
BEAUTIFUL OW PAINTINGS of 
“Texas Blue Bonnets’ and various 
scenes, from $5 up, according to size, 
JUANITA ELLIOTT 
Faditor The Chatter Box 
Hotel Buffalo, Buffalo 3, N. Y. 


bilic, 




















COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 


“The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
Nos. 1 to 22 @ $1.00 each 
(Order in Sequence Only) 


SPECIAL: The First 13 Files 
for $8.00!!! 
3 DIFFERENT BOOKS OF PARODIES 
(10 in Each Book) $10 per Book 


Send 10c for lists of other comedy 
material, songs, parodies, minstrel 
patter, black-outs, etc. 


NO C.O.D.’S8 
PAULA SMITH 
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“Lioyvd and Willis terpsichorean | 


is well routined and expertly pre- 
sented.” 
By GEORGE BOURKE, 
Miami Herald. 


clever satire. 


tion on its own. 
pealing. Should go places.” 


LLOYD » WILLIS 


Something New in Comedy Dancing 
THE CRITICS SAY— 


offering with accent on the comic, | proved to be about the best of the 
comic 
Olympia stage.” 


“Lloyd and Willis, young team of comic terpers . . . Billed 
for their ‘satirical impressions’ genuine terp ability and 
Male solo buck and wing to tune of “Swanee 
River” is sufficiently hep in grace and style to get apprecia- 
Act on the whole, is fast moving and ap- 


Just Concluded: OLYMPIA THEATRE, Miami 
Currently: EMBASSY CLUB, Jacksonville 
Opening on Tour with FRANKIE CARLE, Feb. 11 


Dir: GENERAL ARTISTS CORPORATION 


SUSAN 


“Lioyd and Willis, the dance team, 


variety ever to hit the 
DICK LOWE, 


Miami Daily News. 


owe 
Variety, Dec, 22, 1948 
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FEB. 1ST, 2:30 P.M.— RETURN GUEST SHOT 


“Wendy Barrie Show" (DuMont Network) 


TELEVISION’S NEWEST SINGING DISCOVERY 


RONALD ROGERS 


JAN. 11-MARCH 15: THEATRE P.A. TOUR 


Followed by: 3 Weeks, Montreal’s New 
“Tzigaine Room” 
Mgt.: PHIL OFFIN, 48 W. 48th St., New York 
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Sinatra, Tucker-Miles-Richman, Cab, 


Gracie Fields Sock Over in Miami 


By LARY SOLLOWAY 
Miami Beach, Jan. 23. 
The peak of season, nitery-wise, 
has hit the area, with practically 


every top draw in town, or coming swank casino for its current run 
jn, within the next week. and is continuing the previous 
Typical of the mounting pace policy of one or two top acts plus 
ae the Frank Sinatra four-day good music and a superlative cui- 
was t the Beachcomber, followed sine. On tap currently is Gracie 
Ragen hie Tucker, Harry Richman Fields, plus the De Marlos. 
eS yackie Miles; Gracie Fields Miss Fields is a favorite in this 
debut at the swank Brook Club room, the mixture of Palm Beach 
aail the Cab  Calloway-Gracie and Miami area society types giv- 
Barrie-Buddy Lester parlay at the ing her a solid patronage. She’s 
Clover Club. back with an assortment of new 
songs, both popular and novelty, all 
delivered in that assured manner 
that spells her class. Sock seg- 
ments of her act are “Forever and 
Forever,” “Here I'll Stay” and “So 


Aes In Love.” Requests are inevitable, 
pointing patronage. Perhaps due to with “Now Is the Hour’ “My 
the inevitable lull following the Ping” and “Pedro, the Fisher- 
sensational biz done by Martin and aaet vonniting’ All of it ogee a 
Lewis, and also the too-high tariff Qo ey . 
for the bobbysox trade set up by | ~~ : ; 
the big clubs. There’s no gainsay- The DeMarlos click with their 
ing the fact, however, that Sinatra class ballroomology. _Fresh-looking 
today is as assured and capab'e a pair of youngsters display an easy 
cafe performer as he is in a pre- grace and intelligent approach to 
sentation house. Overcoming a bad their carefully staged terps. Smart 
throat, he never stinted. when musical backgrounding plus tricky 
caught, in serving up some 14 Spins and overhead whirls are 
songs, adroitly blended. Outstand- gasp-bringing and earn them con- 
ing was his version of “Soliloquy” certed plaudits. ais 
from “Carousel,” “Night and Day” Jules | Lande and Maximilian 
and “Ol’ Man River.” Whether one Bergere’s units handle the show 
of these, or the assortment of pops and dance departments respec- 
he’s identified with, he had them tively. 
all the way, winding into a begoff. 

Supporting show was_ strong. 
Manor and Mignon proved an 
effective, handsome duo of terpers. by the Monte Carlo, in booking 
Easily-achieved spins and lifts class colored acts, has opened new 
raised them to sock class, with talent fields for the Miami-area 
their topper, a George M. Cohan spots, with Jack Goldman taking 
medley, being imaginative and the cue and booking Cab Calloway 
cleverly worked out sesh of foot- for his current three-draw parlay. 
and-spin work. Offed to hearty ,With Gracie Barrie and Buddy 
reaction. The Vagabonds, holding | Lester added, he is _ presenting 
over, hit, as usual, with their musi- possibly the best show ever spotted 
cal interpolations on instruments in this mainland room. 
and vocally, with their clowning 
drawing heavy laughs. Production to money in the bank. For the 
by June Taylor, with Jack Blair grct time 


| band rates kudoes for its back- 
| grounding. 





BROOK CLUB 
Nat.Harris is at the helm of this 





BEACHCOMBER 
sinatra, though he set up a solid 
50-minute sesh of songs and talk, 
worked to comparatively disap- 





CLOVER CLUB 


in years, there were 
featured, was tasteful and well’ overfiow crowds. And despite the 
staged. admitted popularity of Miss Barrie, | 


The SRO sign went up again and the remembered click here 
Friday, when the Tucker-Richman- last year of Lester, it was the 
Miles show came in. That the sell- | Negro vet they came to see. 
outs will continue seems virtually Miss Barrie is in a tough spot, 
assured, based on the tremendous opening the feature spottings. To 
feewing the trio commands here-| her credit, she holds the audience 
abouts; and, as currently consti- | with her special material, artfully 
tuted, they should add considerably delivered, to gain full comedy 
more to their fan groups with the yajiyes from the Hi!) Billy number, 
best show they've staged yet in this «tyes A Galitzianer.’ done in the 
area. Jewish idiom, and “Papa, Won’t 

That Miss Tucker is one of the You Dance With Me.” Switch to 
cafe greats is an established fact. straight, on “Maybe You'll Be 
What adds to her stature this time There” and “My Darlin,’”’ is effec- 
out is the manner in which she not tive and rounds out an intelligently 
only wraps up from her walkon, balanced stint. 
but the presentation of a com-| fester, for some reason, never 
pletely new set of material. Always seemed to really get going at the 
noted for this facet of her continu- gpening. Utilizing basically the 
ing popularity, she illustrates for same material that clicked at the 
the too-many nitery names content Beachcomber last year, his was a 
to rest on the same material, sea- fight for attention and laughs. 
son in and season out, that new That he earned a fair measure of 
stuff is a key to continuance of the giggles can be credited to his 
draw values. From her first num- steady punching. It’s a mixture of 
ber, anent years in show biz,’ comedy songs, clowning and gag- 
through the new twist on her gery, with his standard “Africa” 
Meee’ Pak 7 ony Foes the topper. | the closer. 

ax Fink, Inc.,’’ the horse-playing | ' ae re 

Lothario, she builds sind tong ace they —— waiting Sor 

: : alloway was obvious in the ova 
spots, the material, in other hands, | ,: h aatioad hie walkon 
would be too blue; with La Tucker, #0" Ne received on Ais 
however, these lines become vock | 


: me junit, the hi-de-ho man whammed 
—— that spark heavy mitting. bea his first penny “Everybody 
Miles also comes back with a 


fresh Eats When They Come To My 
toriee vottment of gags and House.” Followed with a steady 
Sete tailored to his “average building of songs he’s identified 
hi € guy” delivery. Add to these with, plus some new pops that 
's Movie patron bit, containing a prought mounting salvos. There 
steady series of howls, and the was “Slow Boat To China,” done 
Payoff rhythm song for the closer jn bouncy tempo; the ballad-type 
Earmene all reestablish him as one “One For My Baby and One For 
th the better young comics playing the Road,” “St. James Infirmary” 
rs ied spots here every year. '“Hi-De-Ho Man” and the inevitable 
Richman rounds out the top slots “Minnie The Moocher.” Whatever 
with his slick way about a song the song, his delivery and person- 
end an audience. Granted that the ality, plus that still-strong, high- 
4 notes ‘aren’t there whymore, ranging voice, still gets ‘em. 
5 Showmanship and drive wham | production numbers by Roche- 


The recent breaking of precedent | 


The Calloway booking adds up | 


Working with a four-man musicai | 


ee his case to solid returns. 
Rrere 8 comedy special, then the 
Its he’s been associated with, 
Seats himself at the Steinway for a 
medley of old and new pops, then 


Winds with his “T Love A Parade” | 


for strong bowoff. 

‘ The Vagabonds and the produc- 
pt numbers hold over in the 
Upporting segment, with the quar- 


tet joining Tucker, Richman and | 


a for a screwy finale that 
Me ~~ up proceedings in zingy 
on on. Ted Shapiro, per usual, is 
ro: than just a mere accompanist 
r Miss Tucker. Frank Linale’s 


Carlyle are bizarre and eye-catch- 
ing. Freddie Lane tees off proceed- 
ings with a neat sesh of tappings. 
Dave Tyler’s orch accomps all but 
, the Calloway canto. 





| 
| 


| New 1006 Cafe in Ohio 


Perrysburg, O., Jan. 25. 
Area’s newest night club is the 
Everglades, built at a cost of $100.- 
000 on the Dixie Highway, two 
miles south of Perrysburg. 
Ben Parrish, Bowling Green, is 
the owner. 


. l 
Wedgwood Room. N. Y. 
(HOTEL WALDORF-ASTORIA)) 

| Dorothy Shay, Emil Coleman & | 

| Mischa Borr orchs; $1.50-$2 cover 

after 10 p.m. 





One-person entertainments im- 
pose a heavy burden on any head- 
liner, and only a many-faceted per- 
former can sustain audience in- 
terest. Which brings us to Dorothy 
Shay, the Wedgwood Room’s sole ' 
attraction. 

Miss Shay, with a repertoire that , 
still consists largely of hillbilly 
numbers, effectively demonstrates 
her specialized talent. She is best 
in her old standbys like “Tennes- 
see,” “Feudin’, Fightin’,” and other 
numbers in this vein, but there is 
a sameness to much of this mate- 
rial in subject matter and music. 
and there are natural limitations 
to an act so confined in range. 

Even with Miss Shay’s following, 
it can’t be expected that she sus- 
tain a 40-minute show alone with so 


much similarity of material. Her 
forte in the hillbillies reveals a 
definite flair for comedy, and 


audience reaction to these numbers 
is very strong. But when Miss 
Shay departs from her usual style 
in an effort to enlarge the show, as 
she does in several ballads, an Eng- 
lish cockney song and a takeoff on 
the Berlitz school of languages, 
she loses some of her earlier effec- 
tiveness. 

Had she been supported on the 
bill by at least one contrasting act, 
she would have been shown to 
greater advantage. In short, through 
no fault of her own, she is forced 
to spread her material thin in an 
attempt to round out the show. 

Miss Shay makes a pleasant ap- 
pearance, though at the show 
caught she could have been more 
becomingly attired. She wore a 
very decollete black sequined gown 
which was unflattering to her 
figure. 

The Emil Coleman and Mischa 
Borr orchs, as usual, play tiptop 
music, Coleman for the show and 
straight dancing, and Borr on the 
Latin beats. Kahn. 


Helsings, Chi 
Chicago, Jan. 18. 
Georgie Goebel, Phil D’Rey, Lola 
Amechee, Frankie Hyle, Billy 
Chandler Orch (5). 





Georgie Goebel, graduate of 
umpteenth 
lounge. 


taining 


appearance at this 
Clean-cut youth, while re- 
some of his adolescent 


yodeling specialties, has tapped a| 


growing comic vein. Much of his 
appeal is deadpan clowning with 


orch members and asides, but he | 


scores heaviest with his singing of 


“The Prettiest Girl I Ever Saw,” | 


and follows with comedy song, “I 
Want My Rib,” and a warning to 
women who love to chatter. 

Phil D’Rey has an unusual ven- 
triloquism act, using two simian 
characters in lieu of the usual 
man-like dummies. The monkey 
and gorilla get hefty hands on 
their snide remarks about the so- 
called human race. D’Rey is ex- 
pert workman in several instances 
doing a 


where other comics have had to! 


, make a definite appeal to sophisti- | 


cates, Martin and Lewis only rarely | 
rely on tinted topics to derive a 
laugh. Neatly interlaced is Dean 
Martin’s excellent singing with cur- | 
rent stint giving him more vocaliz- 
ing time than when pair first 
opened here. With some Capitol 
disks coming up to make him w.k. 
in the non-night club set, Martin 
stands a smart chance of becoming 
one of the country’s top singing 
attractions. 

In support are Caroline Gray, a 
comely blonde singer who is def- 
initely a comer, and the Edwards 
Sisters. Miss Gray delivers her 
numbers easily. She’s gained a lot 
of poise and control since she 
worked here several months ago, 
and she scores solidly. Edwards 
Sisters, pair of sepia steppers, win 
hefty returns with some fancy foot- 
work. Effective is their signoff in 
which they “sign their names” 
with taps. 

Providing the showbacking is 
Dick Stabile, who’s been traveling 
around the country with Martin 
and Lewis recently. A fine show 
conductor, Stabile gets a solo sax 
spot and also serves as a foil for 
some of the material. His band also 
keeps the terpers happy between 
performances. Kap. 


Glass Hat. N. Y. 
(HOTEL BELMONT PLAZA) 
Ames Bros. (4), Viola Layne, 
June & Martin Barrett; Eddie Stone 
Orch, Castetlano Orch; $3.50 mini- 


mum, 





The four Ames Brothers, a hold- 
over from the previous show at 
this east side hostelry, once again 
are the driving sparkplugs of the 
Glass Hat layout. Vocalizing of 
this quartet tops off a modest but 
neat bill that also scores in the 
comedy and hoofing departments. 

Only recently spotted in lesser 
cafes, the brothers have made tre- 
mendous strides in the last year to 
become one of the top foursomes 
in the trade. Combo has an in- 
tense, exciting style of delivery en- 
hanced by their vocal excellence. 
However, it could strengthen im- 
pact by more care in _ selecting 
repertory. Handle spirituals like 
“The Work of Lord” and “Who 
Built Ark” with refreshing en- 
thusiasm. Some of their pop num- 
bers, however, are commonplace 


: rg1e ) : d Xf | despite attempts to dress them up. 
juve hillbilly singers, is making his | 


The quartet flashes especially 


| good form on novelty. tunes such as 
| “The Pussy Cat Song” and Spanish 


| 


long whistling number, | 


while gorilla moves its upper lip. | 


Sock final has monk 
within case as D’Rey moves off the 
stage. 

Lola Amechee, pert young song- 
stress, has acquired several man- 
nerisms which make her seem af- 
fected. Gal, however, has nice set 
of pipes which register when she 
forgets her over-styled arrange- 
ments. Frankie Hyle does a fine 
job with the intermission pianis- 
tics, and Billy Chandler with his 
Benedicts cuts the show neatly and 
gets mitting for his own numbers. 

Zabe. 


Slapsy Manie’s, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Jan. 21. 
Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis, 
Caroline Gray, Edwards _ Sisters 
(2), Dick Stabile’s Orch (11); $3- 
$3.50 minimum. 





The uninhibited comedy of Dean 
Martin and Jerry Lewis is proving 
a tonic to this recently reopened 
spot. Opening with little opportu- 
nity for advance exploitation, they 
drew a jam-packed house and the 
advance reservation list is 
lengthening steadily. Current Hol- 
lywood economics may keep them 
from setting a new record at 
Slapsy’s, but they won't be too far 
away frem a mark. 

Although some of the material 
on view is reprised from team’s 
first date, it has been embellished 
with extra yocklines and it’s sock 
stuff all the time. They romp 
through an hour-long stint with a 
zest that’s quickly transferred to 
the check-payers. 

Certainly few comedy teams can 
deliver for 60 full minutes and 
then have the customers screaming 
“No, No” when they attempt a 
‘begoff. The humor is slick, sly 
and silly and it produces an almost 
| unending laugh barrage. In a room 


whistling | 


rhythm numbers. Good _ timing, 
trim appearance and evident deep 


feeling make the Ames Bros. a! 


solid click. 

Two other acts, hoofers June and 
Martin Barrett and comedy im- 
pressionist Viola Layne, round out 
a palatable bill ‘New Acts). Easy- 
to-take dansapation rhythms are 
dished out for customer hoofing by 
Eddie Stone’s and _ Castellano 
orchs with the former doing nice 
job in cutting the show. Herm. 


Ciro’s, Hollywood 
Hollywood, Jan. 19. 
The Smart Set (6), Chuy Reyes 
Orch (6), Victor Vincent Orch 
(6); minimum $3-$3.50. 





For the second time in three 
months, a Coast nitery has seen 
the bow of a new act built 
along musicomedy revue lines and 
strongly reminiscent of the Kay 
Thompson-Williams Bros. unit 
which achieved its first success in 
the late fall of 1947. The first 
was Jimmi Garland and the Jack 
Baker Dancers which debuted last 
October. Now comes The Smart 
Set, a three-man-three-gal affair. 

New unit is aimed at the better- 
known clubs but the sights have 
been set too high. 

Highly touted as a result of a 
weekend tryout at a downcoast 
resort, the act failed to measure 
up to expectations. Neither the ma- 
terial nor the talent involved is 
outstanding and a_ considerable 
amount of work is necessary before 
the unit can be classed as even a 
secondary offering. Opening show, 
for example, consisted of six num- 
bers, only one of which could be 
classified as above-average nitery 
material; and that one, a satire on 
skywriting, contains so much pure- 
ly local material that extensive re- 
writing is indicated in the event 
of any out-of-Los Angeles bookings. 
Other numbers offered by the 
troupe are mildly diverting at best. 

Producers Sid Kuller and Lee 


——— 


Mayfair Room, Chi 
(BLACKSTONE HOTEL) 
Chicago, Jan. 20. 
Florence Desmond, Dave Kinner, 
Dick LaSalle Orch ‘9); $3.50 mini- 
mum, $1 cover. 





Recent efforts of this swank 
room to present current celeb at- 
tractions sueceeded in boosting biz 
but, at same time, chased startled 
blue-blood patrons back to their 
drawing rooms. Miss Desmond’s 
return, however, finds “original 
Mayfairites” at ring-side nodding 
their approval, while the inter- 
nationally known British impres- 
sionist gives out with charm and 
sophisticated caricatures. 

Miss Desmond exhibits usual 
authenticity in her impersonations 
of femme celebs and opens with 


Tallulah Bankhead greeting Mar- 
lene Dietrich, Claudette Colbert, 
Bette Davis and Katharine Hep- 
burn. Voice, gestures and facial 


expressions are surefire, but chat- 
ter that accompanies, falls flat. Her 
use of hairnet, scarfs, combs and 
black lace, accentuates each char- 
acter and adds subtle touches to 
her impressions, preventing them 
from becoming commonplace. 

Amusing story about an English 
couple from Lancaster displays 
Miss Desmond’s unusual skill as 
a dialectician. Gracie Fields’ im- 
personation is sharply etched, but 
patrons’ response is featherweight. 
Perhaps one of Miss Fields’ more 
familiar songs would have been 
more fitting than the typically 
English tune presented. 

Miss Desmond’s “Three Girls Go 
For An Audition” proves her 
ability to warm an audience. “Al- 
most Like Being In Love,” from 
“Brigadoon,” finds Miss Desmond 
piping Scot-type love ballad as a 
Hungarian Gypsy. “If I Loved 
You,” from “Carousel,” sung as a 
hillbilly would do it, is rendered 
in Dorothy Shay manner, and un- 
dertoned adlibs break up _ the 
house. 

After jazzy intro, blue spot and 
sexy entre, Miss Desmond next 
launches into “Stout Hearted Men.” 
Her bumps, rolls and gestures are 
hilarious and bring her back after 
fast exit. Encore is a fast take-off 
'on Betty Hutton’s “It’s Murder,” 
|in which Miss Desmond saddles 
ithe mike, musses her hair and prac- 
| tically does flip-flops. Greg. 


Mermaid Room. N. Y. 
(HOTEL PARK SHERATON) 

Dardanelle Trio, Billy Barnes, 
i\Cy Coleman; no minimum. 





This hotel eatery has converted 
to a new policy of offering straight 
|instrumental music baekground to 
its menu. Result has been the 
elimination of the 20% excise tax, 
slapped on bills where there is 
vocal entertainment, and a marked 
upturn in business. 

Dardanelle, returning east after 

a long term at the Hotel Sherman 
in Chicago, is the musical mainstay, 
accompanied by Paul Edenfield on 
ibass and John Gray on_ guitar. 
Located on a hatbox stand built 
atop the bar in the center of the 
room, the Dardanelle trio dispenses 
palatable rhythms in modern and 
_nostalgic veins. Dardanelle sparks 
the trio with firstrate instrumenta- 
tion on both the vibraharp and 
piano. 

Room presents continuous musie 
throughout the night, with Billy 
Barnes aid Cy Coleman, on the 
organ and piano, relieving Darda- 
nelle’s combo. Barnes and Cole- 
man do a competent job of filling 
in. Herin. 


(lub Bagatelle. N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 

The Bagatelle, which for several 
vears was keystoned by the risque 
roundelays of Dorothy Ross, is now 
apparently on a Comstockian kick, 
having given Miss Ross a _ pro- 
tracted vacation. Club is now 
making the run with standard 
vaude and cafe acts who have 
achieved name status. Layout with 
Maxine Sullivan and Delta 
Rhythm Boys provide some _ top- 
flight and tuneful entertainment, 
while George Givot, making his 
bow in N. Y. intimeries, is assigned 
the comedy spot. 

Givot has been doing his Hel- 
lenic gab for years. It’s still essen- 
tially the same verbiage that made 
his billing, “The Greek Ambassa- 
dor,” one of the top show business 


Wainer penned the material, which turns. He’s an expert performer, 
is often burdened with overly- but comedies are too familiar for 
familiar lines and gags that are’ the smart spots. His laughs do not 
too schmaltzy for the sophisticated | have the solid element of surprise, 
type of act which Smart Set hopes but get along primarily because of 
to be. Direction by Harold Belfer the pleasantness of getting an an- 
is in the precision tradition, per- ticipated and reliable ingredient. 
haps overly so, inasmuch as there He’s not an eastside turn but still 
is little teeling of heart in the act. gets laughs because of his ability 
Boniface H. D. Hover is personal-| as a performer. His songs go over 
ly interested in the unit and hopes nicely. 
to send it out around the nitery! Miss Sullivan and the Delta 
circuit. Rhythm Boys are surefire. Both 
Dance choies at the Sunset Strip acts have a high degree of accept- 
nitery now are shared by Chuy ance in any type of spot and hit it 
Reyes and Victor Vincent. Kap. off well with the crowd. Jose. 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF JANUARY 26 





Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


whether full or split week. 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit: (1) Independent; 
(P). Paramount; (B) BKKO; (S) Stoll; (W) Warner; (WR) Walter Reade 


L) Loew; (M) Moss; 








NEW YORK CITY 


Capitol (lL) 27 
Ink Spots 
Blue Barron Orc 


Alan Carney 
Meribeth Old 
Music Hall (1) 27 
G & F Szony 
Paul Winchell 
Jean Gibbons 
Florence Hin-Low 
Robert Hayden 
Jean Letourneau 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 


J & S Steele 
Helene & Howard 
NEWARK 
Adams (1) 27 

Langford & Hall 
Page Cavanaugh 3 
George DeWitt 

B West & L Page 


PATERSON 
Majestic (1) 28-30 
Jimmy Troy 
Patty Sheen 
Pat Hill Co 
Larry Daniels 
Youman Bros & 





Sym Orc 
Paramount (P) 
Ray McKinley 
Mills Bros 
— Carroll 
anderbilt Boys 
Roxy (I) 25 
Tony Martin 
—— Kraft Co 
ean Murphy 


26 
Bd 


rnold Shoda 
foan Hyldoft 
ally Tepley 
Marion Lulling 
Strand (WB) 28 
ame, Dorsey O 
obby Van 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (1) 27 
Rudy Cardenas 
Ann Russell 
Frank Marlowe 
8 Smoothies 


Frances 
PERTH AMBOY 

Majestic (WR) 

only 

The Tannos 

Don Cummings 

| Sharkey 

| Ralph Branca 

3 Arnauts 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (1) 27 

Cordana & Corrine 

Max & Gang 

Sammy Walsh 

Noble 3 
PITTSBURGH 
Staniey (W) 28 

Jack Carson Co 

Marion Hutton 

Geo Mann 

Dave Willock 

Bob Sweeney 


Delmonico 
Les Crosley 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Al Bernie 
| Jack Gansert 
Billy Banks 
Choral Sextet 
H Sandler Ore 
Alvarez Mera 
| Juenger Ballet Line 


El Chico 
Maria T Acosta 
Trio Casino 
Vizcaino Orc 

Hotel St Moritz 
| Erwin Kent Orc 
Hotel St Regis 
Julie Wilson 
Laszlo & Pepito 
| M Shaw Ore 
| Hotel Roosevelt 
| Guy Lombardo 
| Hotel New Yorker 
| G Benedict Orc 
| Ice Revue 
| Hotel Pennsylvania 
Tommy Dorsey 
Hotel Piccadilly 
| Dell Trio 

Hotel Plaza 
Wrightson 
D’Angelo & Vanya 
Leo Reisman Orc 
Mark Monte Orc 
Payson Re Ore 
Nycola Matthey Or 

Hotel Pierre 
Larry Storch 
Jean Nelson 
Stanley Melba Orc 
; Ralph Lane Orc 








Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Narda 


Ethel Shell 
Crews & O’Connor 


Page Morton 
Art Waner Ore 
B Harlow Ore 


Le Perroquet 
Hugh Shannon 
Marvin Raymer 

Le Ruban Bieuv 
Bibi Osterwald 
Goodman & 

Kirkwood 
3 Riffs 
Mike Brown 
Norman Paris 3 
Julius Monk 

Havana-Madrid 
Cuban Diamonds 
Fernanda Crespo 
De Castro Sis 
Mildred Ray Line 
Quintero Orc 
Argueso Orc 
Hotel Belmont-Plaza 
| Ames Bros 
| Viola Layne 
| J & M Barrett 
| Eddie Stone Orc 
Castellanos Orc 

Hotel 
Phil Wayne Orc 
Harold Nagel Ore 

Hotel Edison 
Henry Jerome Orc 

No 1 Fifth Ave 
Owen & Murray 
Barbara Ashley 
Hazel Webster 
Downey & Fonville 
Hotel Ambassador 
Fred Oliver Orc 
William Adler Ore 
William Scotti 
Penthouse 
Kurt Maier 
Monica Boyai 





Biltmore 


Royal Roost 
Billy Eckstine 


before they passed through the 
wickers on their way to the pews. 
| At the side of the stage is a desk | 
|where he remains seated while the | 
‘acts do their stuff. To his credit, | 


‘he does nothing to detract from the | 
performers while they go through | 
introes are | 
made from either the desk or from | 
a mike at the front center of the) 
'stage. He gives each act an appro- day’s husband. | 

Each is strong | 
enough to stand on its own merits. | 


their routines. His 


priate buildup. 


The show is the same _ one 
skedded to open at the Capitol, 
N. Y., on Feb. 3. Hartford and New 
York appearances are only per- 
sonals scheduled for radioite. This 
unit and another go out under his 
banner following New York dates. 
Second unit has been pencilled in 
for Chicago, Feb. 27. 

Show-stopping talent with God- 
frey are Benny Desmond (hoofer- 
pianologist) and Napoleon Reed 
(vocalist). Others on the bill are 
|George Guest, marimba player; 
|Mary Osborne, quitar-playing | 
|singer; Bernie George, 
sonator; 3 Beaus & A Peep (three 
boys and a girl), song quartet; 
Alan Schackner, harmonica player; 
Elizabeth Talbot-Martin, come- 
dienne. Victor Lombardo orch 
backs up the acts, which move at 
a neat pace. Closing slot is taken 
iby Godfrey vocaling a medley of 
tunes from his recent record re- 
leases, accompanying self with 
ukelele. 

Biz exceptionally strong. Eck. 


imper- | 





| breach of contract 
|chirp Billie Holiday. 





Billie Holiday 


Continued from page 52 








Miss Holiday nor Jackson was 
smoking at the time. 
In the course of questioning, 


Levy denied that he was Miss Holi- 


This is the second time Miss | 
‘Holiday has been in difficulty on, 
‘narcotics charges. She was recently 
‘released from a Federal institu- | 
tion in Kentucky after taking a) 
cure. Her confinement was the re- 
‘sult of a raid staged in Philadel- | 
phia two years ago when a quantity | 
of marijuana was found. 





Fishman’s 79G Suit 
Hollywood, Jan. 25. 


Agent Ed Fishman won the first | 
round by a decision in his $79,000 
suit against | 
Rival attor- 
neys now are preparing briefs for 
what will be a jury trial at a later 
date, not yet set. 


Fishman charges Miss Holiday | 
breached a contract with him last 
March 18 since which time he has | 
tabulated $13,000 in commissions | 
directly lost. John Levy has been | 
acting as her manager since. Joe | 
Glaser’s Associated Booking Corp. 
dates her. | 





New Acts 











Point won by Fishman centered 
| around defense motion for a de-| 
|murrer on grounds Fishman | 
/couldn’t claim he was unfairly de- | 
|prived of personal managership 


Saranac lake 


By Happy Benway 
aranac, N. Y., Jan, 25 

Belated, but welcome Santa 
Claus (Dr. Harold Rodner, Roge 

Fund) tendered every patient ve 
a very desirable and suitable gift 

for which the patients take these 


means in saying thanks, oa 
Mary Lou Weaver, Cle 
Warner Bros. product, after “nd 


months of infirmary obs i 

skedded for Thoracoplasty open 
tion. Ditto Eugene (legit) Reed. 
formerly with “Oh Promise Me” 
Both making good progress. 


Jack Hardy, manager Ritz- 
ton hotel, Philadelphia, in to ary 
with Rube Bernstein and foung 
him in ace condition. 


Howard Levy, ex-Rogerij 
on the staff of Ioews tual 
theatre, New York in for annual 
check-up. Drew absolute all-clear 
Chas Swasey Barnet, Lidlin 
of Trotty Veck; Hon. A. Benet 
Anderson, mayor of Saranac Lake 
and Duke Huntington, owner oj 
the Up-State Juke Box Novelty Co 
took time out to ogle the Will 
Rogers and chat with this writer. 


Helen Grupp, former Re j 
Pictures secretary, back go 
switchboard operator at the Rogers 
after a month’s vacation in N, Y. 
and Philadelphia. ; 


Charles Dowe, formerly of Fox 
theatre, Brooklyn, and ex-Rogerite 
now connected with the Raybrook 
N. Y. sanatorium. 


Forrest “Slim” Glenn, appointed 
to the staff of the diet-kitchen of 
the Rogers, beat the rap here. 

A carnation and bows to Irving 











State (1) 27-29 
Ernie & D Burke Robt Alda 
Emerald Sis 
DeCosta & Lenore 
id Rice PLAINFIELD 
aurice & Nadja Oxford (WR) 31 
30-2 only 
hirley LaValle Milt Ross 
helma Baker Dot & Barney 
Paul Brilliant Joe Allen ; 
Rhythmettes Routon’s Little 
MDEN ~og 
Towers (1) 28-30 Slate Bros 
Wallen Twins READING » 
Walter Walters Jr Rajah (1) 27- 
D & A Tranger Horace Heidt’s 
Bill Brown Radio Winners 
St Leon Trp ROCKFORD 
CHICAGO Palace (1) 28-30 7 
Chicago (P) 26 “Time, Place Girl 
Eddy Duchin Bd Paul Gerrits 
olstons Bennett Sis 
oe Murray Arnie Hartman 
Oriental (i) 26 | 2 * ge 
4 Step Bros a en 
Janis P paige SARATOGA SPGS 
Joey Adams ‘Congress (WR) 30 
Tony Canzoneri only 





Mark Plant The Tannos 
Carl Sand Ore Don Cummings 
oor ae emt ag A si 
- a ra 
3 jo sobcte SPRINGFIELD 
Al Donohue Bd Court Sq a) 27-30 
Waily Brown | Arthur LeFleur 


Whaling & Yvette | Wallis & Carroll 


Margaret Phelan 


JAMESTOWN | Olive White 
Palace (W) 31 | Stroud & Martin 
only | 3 Rays 
Gene Krupa Orc | STEUBENVILLE 
KINGSTON | Capitol (W) 30 only 
B’way (WR) 28-29; Jack Carson & Co 


The Tannos 


| Marion Hutton 
Don Cummings | 


Robt Alda 





Sharkey | Dave Willock 
Ralph Branca | Bob Sweeney 
LONG BRANCH | Geo Mann. 
Paramount (WR) 1) Emerald Sis 
only TOLEDO 
Milt Ross Paramount (1) 27-30 
Dot & Barney Woody Herman O 
Joe Allen Mel Torme 
Douton’s Little Sonny Sparks 
Stars (one to fill 
Slate Bros WASH!NGTON 
MIAMI Capitol (L) 27 
Olympia (P) 26 Blair & Dean 
Truzzi Arnaut Bros 
Johnny Barnes Harry Rose 
Mischa Auer Co Ming Sing Stars 
BRITAIN 
EDINBURGH PORTSMOUTH 
Empire (M) 24 Royal (M) 24 
Hooper Sis O’Doyle Bros & 
Raymond Smith Jean 
Joe Black Monte Rey 
Krista & Kristel Tony Walsh 
Annell & Brask Leon Cortez 
Bob Grey Grafton Sis & 
Billy Cotton Bd Jacques 
GLASGOW Harry Mooney 
Empire (M) 24 Victor King 
Jack Radcliffe A J Powers 
ww Wilson nee & ’ nine 
& A Pearson urzon 
Prestons SHEPHERDS BUSH 
Helen Norman Empire (S) 24 
Joyce Edmanson G H Elliott 





Matt Nixon Gertie Citana 
Jacqueline Dunbar | Ella Shields 
HACKNEY Lily Morris 
Empire (S) 24 Randolph Sutton 
Geraldo Orc Talbot O’Farrell 
Cingalee Mike Howe 
Gold & Cordell Wayne & Barbara 
Joe King 6 Silver Belles 
Jack McNelly Terry Doogan Co 
Charles Co WOOD GREEN 
Chikolas Empire (S) 24 
LEICESTER John Boles : 
Palace (S) 24 V & J Crastonian 
Western Bros 4 Rolandis 
M & H Nesbitt Hope & Ray 
P & M Honri Tuppy Oliver 
Dick Bentley Terry O’Neill 
3 Astons Yale & Diane 
Karlson 3 Harvey Sis 





Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 


| S. Wdjiekowska 
Vera Bryner 
Clique 
| Mary Lutes 
Fred Robbins 
3 Bips & Bop 
George Shearing 
Copacabana 
Mitzi Green 
Carl Ravazza 
F & S Barry 
Linda Lombard 











Bagatelle 
George Givot 
Delta Rhythm Boys 
Maxine Sullivan 
Jose Poniere 

Bive Angel 
Amanda Laine 
Roger Price 
Elliott & Jurist 
Ellis Larkin 3 
Martha Davis 

Brevoort 


George Kreisler Herb George 


Freddy Caye Paul Godkin 

Jean Rose Skyriders 

Syd Strange Orc M Durso Ore 
Cafe Society Alvares Orc 

Jack Gilford China Doll 


Noro Morales Ore 
Jose Curbello Orc 


Julia Webb 
Ignacio Bola 





Dave Martin Ore Joe Wong 
Casino Russe Beatrice Fung Oye 
Boreo Line (7) 


Boyd Heath 
S & B Stevens 


Charlie Ventura 
Charlie Parker 





| Shepard Line T Dameron Ore 
| Old Roumanian Spivy’s 

Sadie Banks Kelly & Keating 
| Jackie Phillips Spivy 


Versailles 
George Ulmer 
Bob Grant Orc 
Panchito Orc 

Village Barn 
Red Ingle Orc 
Freddie Gray 
Karen Tedder 
Harold Barry 
Sinclair & Alda 
Village Vanguard 
Irene Williams 


| Larry Marvin 
| Barbara Davis 
Nanette 
Bella Smaro 
| Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore 
Hotel Savoy Plaza 
| Billy Toffell 
Irving Conn Ore 
Hote! Taft 
Vincent Lopez Orc 
Hotel Warwick 





| Irving Fields Ore Wally Cox 

| Maxine C Williams 

} Latin Quarter Cyril Haines 3 

| Rudy Vallee Waldorf-Astoria 


Dorothy. Claire 
Elsa & Waldo 


Dorothy Shay 
Jimmy Carroll 


| Paul & Paulette Emil Coleman Ore 
| Chameleon Decrs Mischa Borr Orc 

| CHICAGO 

| Blackhawk | Ed Prentiss 

Art Kassel Ore Bill Snyder Ore 
Gloria Hart John Kriza 

Lee Marx | Honey Dreamers 
| Jill Adams Hotel Stevens 

| Harvey Crawford Frankie Masters O 
| Hotel Bismark Phyllis Myles 

Joe Isbell | Tommy Traynor 
Lester Cole | Neil Rose 


Debutantes (5) 


Joo DeSalvo Ore | 222%, Arlen 


Meryl Baxter 


Helsings y Bly . 
| Buddy Lewis von hea s 
— Bill Keefe 


Tony Sheele Jeannie Sook 


Frankie Hyle 

Billy Chandler Ore fy OR ee 
ter Beach | 

H Edgewa ; Manuel Del Toro 


Henry Brandon Orc | 
Yost Ambassadors ge 
Mary Ann Fedele mecdes Aten © 


Preston Lambart 
D Hild Dancers (12) 
Chez Paree 
Ted Lewis 
Geraldine DuBois 
Reed Sis (3) 
White & Pease 
Adorables (10) 
C Davidson O (11) 
Sherman Hotel 
Ruth Ann Koesun 
Blossom Lee 
Harry Hall 
Kirby Hawks 


Evelyn Knight 
M Abbott Ders (10) 


Landre & Verna 


Blackstone 
Florence Desmond 
D LaSalle Ore (8) 

Vine Gardens 
Bobby Shelton 
June Burnett 
Bob Norris 
W & J Brown 
Nelson & O’Day 











| Unit Review 





Arthur Godfrey Talent 
Seouts 
(STATE, HARTFORD) 
Hartford, Jan. 22. 

George Guest, Mary Osborne, 
Bernie George, 3 Beaus & A Peep; 
Benny Desmond, Alan Schackner, 
Elizabeth Talbot-Martin, Napoleon 
Reed, Victor Lombardo Orch. 





units, Arthur Godfrey joins the 
parade of talent units now on the 
boards. The redheaded _ radio 
'comedian has surrounded himself 
| with eight acts culled from his Lip- 
|ton Tea-sponsored “Talent Scouts” 
|airshow. Actually, it doesn’t make 





‘much difference what the comedian | 


| presents on the boards. The mob 
is out to see Godfrey, and eats up 
his every move and quip. In his 
opening spiel, the radioite says that 
maybe there is still some sort of 
hope for vaude, and then proceeds 
to overload his own show with sing- 
,ing talent. Four acts plus himself 


1 
|are vocal. 


'on stage, the curtains 
| Godfrey at a mike after a familiar 
Godfrey radio themer. The comic 
gives forth with about five minutes 
of slow poke patter and humor be- 
fore bringing on stage the first act. 
Makes only one short mention of 





his air time “Talent Scout” spon- | 


, the 1949 Inaugural Committee, is 


sor. His is a custom built audience. 


ANNA RUSSELL since he didn’t have a Cal. state 


| Becker, manager of Boris Karloff’s 


McCarthy & Farrell 


With this first of two proposed | 


Comedy-Songs 
15 Mins. 
Radisson Hotel, Mpls. 

This is the first hotel date of 
Anna Russell, a musical comedi- 
enne, and comes as the result of a 
concert appearance she made here 
two months ago. She convulsed the 
audience to the extent Radisson 
management arranged for a two- 
week bookings in the Flame Room. 
|She has something. 

London-educated in serious mu- 
| sic, Miss Russell takes off on vari- | 
|ous types of performers, using a 
| flexible voice and mobile face to | 
|full advantage. Special material | 
|enhances the satire. Gay 90’s type 
| of caroling and passionate soprano 
| ballad singing are also good touch- | 
|es. She varies the act by also do- 





|ing diverse piano styles: the vir- | 


| tuoso, whose playing is akin to 
| chopping wood; the music-for-mu- 
| sic’s-sake performer who moves 


| only fingers; the by -ear-only 
| Prodigy, and the guy who never 
|learns a number all the way 
| through. 


Vocally she winds up with op- 
‘eratic dramatic soprano aria. Her 
|sharpening of gags would give 
| them wider appeal. As is, she im- | 
pressed the critics and musically- | 
[hep listeners, but some of the | 
| drop-ins are a little mystified. | 
VIOLA LAYNE 
'Song Impressionist 
'15 Mins. 

'Glass Hat, N. Y. 
| Viola Layne is a_ personable 
‘mimic who should tighten her rou- | 
|tine considerably. Her intro about | 
‘being a split personality is on the | 
‘corny side and some of her impres- | 
sions are too familiar to register. | 
Miss Layne’s takeoff talents are | 
good but sharper caricature edge | 
‘is needed if she is to stand out) 


| from countless other mimics. 


| She does best with such person- 
\alities as Gracie Fields, Hildegarde 
‘and Rose Murphy. Her job on} 
| Saasogeree is especially good. Her 
routines on Baby Snooks and 
Shirley Temple are okay but too) 





long. Herm. | 
JUNE & MARTIN BARRETT | 
Dancing 
10 Mins. | 


/Glass Hat, N. Y. 

June and Martin Barrett, young, | 
good-looking couple, make a nice | 
impression with their tap terping. | 
Team has a flashy style replete | 
with fast breaks and fancy turns. | 
'With the Glass Hat experience, 
should be ready to fill a spot in| 
almost any class cafe. 

Opened with a brisk jazzy turn | 
executed with neat precision; then 
segued into a tap impression of a 
south-of-the-border number. Clos- | 
ing was a snappy whirling routine | 
that bowed pair out strongly. 

Herm. 





Ringling Finale Will 


With the Victor Lombardo orch | 
i part with} 


Laud Pres. Truman 
Washington, Jan. 25. 

_Grand finale of the 1949 Ring-| 
ling Bros. circus will be dedicated 
to President Truman, Melvin D. 
Hildreth said here over the week- | 
end. | 
Hildreth, general chairman of | 


‘nels available. 


license to manage. 


have a license. 
quires such paper. 








Kine Prints 





He proved to 
the court’s satisfaction that state 
| law does not stipulate a manager 
Only a booker re- 


‘The wy At Sky Corner” com- 
| pany, for his timely gift and salute 
_to needy members of the colony 
'during the holidays. Ditto to Hon. 
Fred Doringer member of the West 
| Virginia House of Delegates. (Dor- 
inger is an ex-minstrelman, vintage 
of 1910). 

Julia Kaufhold back to Harris- 
burg after an extended stay with 





——amas Continued from page 31 


her husband, Charles Kaufhold, 





| different shows, at a flat rate to) 
| affiliate stations of $75 per month 


Cost includes all 
developing and printing 


for sustainers. 
filming, 


charges. Now on the receiving end | 
of the transcriptions are ABC-TV |e 
| affiliates in Atlanta, New Orleans, 


Fort Worth, Seattle, 
Syracuse and Memphis. 


Louisville, 


nected to the web via coaxial 


cable. According 


congestion. Comparative small cost 
'of transcriptions, as against the 
heavy line charges on the cable, 


|indicates that some affiliates will 


still get their shows via transcrip- 
tions, Carroll said. 


In addition, he pointed out, the 
webs may use transcriptions for 
repeat broadcasts, where the cost- 
ly cable facilities would prohibit 
double payment. Webs may also 
use recordings, he said, for the 
same reason such radio stars as 
Bing Crosby now record their AM 
shows —to give performers more 
free time. Transcriptions will also 
find a place for local co-op shows 
and for commercials inserted into 
live studio productions, Carroll be- 
lieves. 


DuMont chief revealed his web 


'has recently developed a special | 


new film stock for the transcrip- 
tions, which will be put into use 
in the immediate future. New film 
is expected to improve greatly 


both the picture and sound quality 
of recordings. 









Canada TV 


“mama CONtinued from page 35 
ing sets for reception of American 
stations’ programs. 


It is this situation which the 
opposition Conservative Party will 


thrash out in the Commons. They 


will ask for a federal government 


_loan of some $6,000,000 for the es- 
| tablishment of a television station 


in Toronto and one in Montreal. 
The government will also be asked 
to grant licenses to private station 
applicants who are prepared to in- 
vest several million dollars—if the 
CBC will make present video chan- 
The current com- 
plaint is that the CBC is freezing 


out financially sound independents 


—such as Famous Players (Canad- 
ian) and CFRB, Toronto, 50,000- 


watter and Canada’s largest inde- | 
pendent station—while the CBC 


takes no action itself. 





Mario and Floria into the Last 


They were eating out of his hands | also an attorney for the Big Show. Frontier, Las Vegas, April 22 


All these cities are not now con- 


to Ed Carroll, 
chief of DuMont’s Tele-transcrip- 
tion department, the webs will use 
recordings even when expansion of 
cable facilities eases the current , 


skedded for a major operation. 
Mabel (legit) Burns, licked a 
| Serious operation after two months 
of strictly bed routine. Now rates 
'an up for pictures once a week. 
Write to those who are ill. 








| 


|| Pfeiffer Denied 


Continued from page 52 —— 





the “unfair” board due to his fail- 
ure to post security bond and also 
to pay salary IOUs owed to Equity 
members in sepia cast of “Swing 
Mikado,” which Pfeiffer presented. 
Court said there was no evidence 
of conspiracy between the _ two 
|unions and found nothing to indi- 
‘cate that AGVA had placed the 
| bistro owner on any list, fair or 
unfair. Marshall Korshak, attorney 
{for AGVA, brought out that no 
_city, food, or liquor license had 
| been granted to the Bow-Wowery, 
|due to open Jan. 24, and that no 
|; checks had been issued against 
,corporation bank account for pro- 
| posed work on the establishment. 
'Korshak said it would be impos- 
| sible to list as “‘unfair’ spot which 
|had no existence except as a cor- 
porate identity, and that no such 
listing existed except in the minds 
of the plaintiff and his attorney. 
Plaintiff, under cross-examination, 
failed to name any acts pacted for 
ithe bistro. 
Equity’s ‘No Interest’ 
| Phil Davis, attorney for Equity, 
| said his organization had no inter- 
|est in the injunction proceedings, 
‘and Equity was not interested in 
| Pfeiffer or any of his promotions. 
| Plaintiff stated he would settle his 
indebtedness with Equity although 
‘maintaining that debt was owed 
by the “Swing Mikado’ corpora- 
‘tion. He revealed that sum owed 
| would total about $280, but Davis 
| said sum would exceed $2,000. 
| Eugene Leiberman, attorney for 
Pfeiffer, said his client was willing 
to hire union labor and pay pre 
‘vailing wages and post security, 
|but under “implied” threat had 
| discontinued his efforts to hire acts 
‘or buy needed materials. Leiber- 
'man attempted to show that boy- 
‘cotts or “blacklists” were contrary 
‘to the Taft-Hartley act. However, 
Judge McKinlay said there was 0 
difference between heads of unions 
pulling men off jobs and theatrical 
‘associations doing the same. Judge 
'McKinlay said that in the event 
the bistro was opened and_action 
was taken against it by AGVA 
‘Equity that Pfeiffer could come 
‘into court and ask for relief. 
Jan Murray follows 8 in 
| Quarter, Boston, date starting Fe r 
27, with a run at Hollenden —_ 
\Cleveland, March 17. He's “he 
‘slated for a July 7 stand at 
| Flamingo, Las Vegas. 
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Capitol, N.Y. 
Blue oy 408 Orch (15) with 
Bobby Beers, Betty Clark, George 
Nolan, Helen Lowe, Jimmy Mc- 
Donald, Stan Morris, Alan Carrier, 
Blue Notes; Meribeth Olds, Alan 
Carney, Ink Spots; “Man From 
Colorado” (Col); reviewed in VA- 
RIETY Nov. 24, *48. 





Spots and Blue Barron’s or- 
i lttra, both riding the crest of 
recent recording successes, head 
the new Capitol stage show. As- 
sisted by two good additional acts 
they put on a smooth and smartly 
moving interlude that’s as easy to 
digest as anything the Cap has 
had recently. me 
rron’s outfit is surprising. 
oneinally a straight mickey band, 
it has progressed musically with- 
out coming within a mile of bop. 
It could progress further, but that’s 
not what makes it surprising. What 
does is the entertainment values 
within the band, Barron’s glib em- 
ceeing and the smooth planning 
and execution of what’s available. 
In short, the combo puts on an 
excellent show. 

Barron has Bobby Beers, former 
ward of Lawrence Welk, on male 
vocals. The kid’s a good piper and 
is nice-looking to boot. He punches 
alone (“Here I'll Stay’), in tan- 
dem with Helen Lowe (‘My Dar- 
ling, My Darling”) and with the 
Blue Notes, a group from within 
the band. There are two girl vo- 
ealists, Miss Lowe and Betty Clark 
(“Little Bird Told Me” and “Listen 
to the Mocking Bird”); Stan Nor- 
ris, a brassman who steps out to) 
do highly amusing imitations of 
Donald Duck; and Alan Carrier, 
guitarist, who reaps laughs with 
his whistling and recitations, which | 
add up almost to a comedy act. | 
George Nolan and Jimmy McDon- | 
ald are vocalists too, mostly with 
the Blue Notes. 


That’s aside from the straight 
musical arrangements Barron puts 
on from his opening ‘“‘Powder Your 
Face With Sunshine” to ‘Cruising 
Down the River,” a new thing, 
that’s moving fast currently on| 
MGM disks. 


Meribeth Olds is a contortionist 
to end ’em all. She twists herself 
to the point where the audience, 
half the time, doesn’t know whether 
she’s coming or going. And she 
doesn’t lose anything via the fact | 
she’s well built and sharply cos-| 
tumed. She does most of her work 
atop a table moved out from the) 
wings and earns a hand unusually | 


solid for this type of act. | 

Alan Carney, from pictures, is 
a fine entertainer. He starts off 
slowly, then goes 
Edward G. Robinson, Lionel Bar- 
rymore and Charles Laughton. He 
even looks like all of them. From 
there he gathers speed for a group 
of imitations of union politicos 
aboard a soap box. He does Irish, 
Italian, Jewish and other takeoffs 
and the material in which they’re 
wrapped provides solid howls. The 
guy’s fit for any theatre. 

Lastly come the Ink Spots. Their 
act is more or less standard, com- 
posed of new pops and old tunes 


head guy and he does most of the 
work through “Ooh, Looka There, 
Ain’t She Pretty,” a rather weak 
opening, incidentally, in view of 
following right on the heels of 
Carney’s success. Then comes 


“Whispering Grass,” “Say Some- ers, 
| around 
/curtain raiser. Some of the stunts i 
cent record, however, is “You Were are genuinely hair-raising and whip | Royce, Spider. Bruce & Co.; “The | 


thing Sweet,” “Maybe” and “If I 
Didn’t Care.” Group’s biggest re- 


into apings of | 


|imitations, like the Bea Lillie bit, 
‘are lost on a large part of payees, 


| who obviously have never seen the 


shoulder body throws. 

Tommy Mercer, orch’s warbler, 
scores with trio of tunes, “Slow 
Boat to China,” “My Darling’ and 
“Here I'll Stay.” While he has good 
voice, singer has few bad stage 
| mannerisms, including the habit of 





in the first few rows. 


Jan Murray starts the laughs 
rolling with tale of visit to the 
|local insane asylum, following in 
ithe same light vein with his saga 
‘of a killer in a death cell. He then 
gags up a few bars of “Laugh, 
|Clown Laugh,” which reveals that 
| Murray has a passable voice. His 
|last stint has femme stooge, as 
wife, and cloth doll, as daughter, 
being fed radio-sponsored break- 
fast cereal with “lass” getting the 





stuffings knocked out of her for 
failure to love “Krunchy Wun- 
chies.” Murray also has the habit 


of projecting some of his remarks 


|to the juves in the first row, with 


the result the rest of the audience 
is wondering what it’s all about. 
Similarly, trade jokes which break 
up the band. 

Duchin takes over the closing 
stint to play requests from the 
audience, consisting mostly of pop 
standards. Band comes forward to 
back the maestro in “Stormy 
Weather” with Charles Geanduso, 


'cornetist, taking a neat riff. Dick 


Style on the other piano also does 
an excellent job. Zabe. 


Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, Jan. 23. 
Sibyl Bowan, Hal LeRoy, Mar- 
tells & Mignon (4), Swifts (3); 
“Wonderful Urge” (20th). 





It’s a nice lineup at the Capitol 
currently, with mimic Sibyl Bowan 
and terper Hal LeRoy sharing 
headline honors for a_ well-bal- 
anced, fast-moving bill. House orch, 


with chantoosey Kay De Witt, sets | 


patriotic pace for this Inaugura- 
tion-timed layout. 


At show caught, Hal Le Roy 
came closest to rocking the cele- 
bration-weary audience back on its 
heels. Act is tops in its special kind 
of swift, precision tap. Opening 
with a pleasant exhibition of skill 


and timing to tune of “How High | 


the Moon,” terper goes into “Study 
of Rhythm” to accompaniment of 
single drum for a fine response. 
Ditto for the soft shoe routine to 
“Tea For Two.” Comes back with 
chair dance novelty, for which he 
gets near show-stopping returns, 
though this is not the best of his 
repertoire. 


Sibyl Bowan bounces through 
her hep takeoffs despite a bandaged 
arm, the result of a fall from a 
ladder during the _ Inaugural 
parade. Gal is a top drawer en- 


|tertainer, working with enthusiasm 


and plenty know-how. Some of her 


subject of Miss Bowan’s drolleries. 
However, she has enough material 


ito strike a familiar chord in any 


| 


with which they’ve become asso-| 
ciated. Billy Kenny, the tenor with | 


th i 
@ amazing breath control, is the | ror are part of the act, and garner 


|as much interest and laughs as the 


material itself. Customers wanted 


group as evidenced by her Eleanor 
Roosevelt or prima donna routines. 
Quick on-stage changes sans mir- 


more, but comedienne didn’t give, 
probably because of her arm. 

The Martells, trio of aero-terp- 
toss their femme partner 
in a_ better-than-average 


tions with their takeoff on tango | 
experts with boff finale of over-the- 


Letter to Three Wives” (20th), re- | 
viewed in VARIETY Dec. 8, 48. 
itching his wares to bobbysoxers | fe 

iP , ailing “i Leon Leonidoff demonstrates un- annual 

usual ingenuity and imagination in 

j/using all the vast technical and 


/ well bears out bossman Gus Eys- 


Musie Hall, N. Y. 


Hin Lowe, Jean Letourneau, Paul 
Winchell, Ballet Corps (24), Cho-| 
ral Ensemble, Rockettes (36); “A| 





Sonja Henie, making her 12th! 
appearance at Madison. 
Square Garden, N. Y., is still the | 
most potent personality in rink cir- 
cles. Her draw has been sufficient 
to flood boxoffices these many 
years, and her showmanship still 
equals the task of dominating a 
Garden-sized spot. Her latest 
sell’s insistence that every show troupe should do well at the Gar- | 
at the giant 6,000-seat Rockefeller den. 


mechanical facilities of the great 
Music Hall stage in the present 
production, with the results lively, 
interesting and entertaining. It 


flagship must give the tourists, Miss Henie has fortified her draw 
something to talk about when they with opulent production, costum- 
get home—something that will ing in which budgetary considera- 


| * e 9 e e 
oeets erereee, ou" 2on SONJA Henle s Ice Revue Again Click 


In Debut at Madison Sq. Garden 


nating his well-defined routines is 
a continual audience delight. 


Of the straight skating turns, the 
McKellon Bros. show up _ best. 
These boys, in football gear, com- 
bine a fine brand of skating with 
hand-to-hand balancing and com- 
edy making for all-around visual 
values. 


Jerry Mapes, son of Evelyn Chan- 
dler and Bruce Mapes, who pio- 
neered arena-sized blade shows, 
makes his big-show debut here. 
He’s partnered with Jack Raffloer 


bring them back again and that 
will bring their neighbors. While 
some Manhattan sophisticates find 
popular diversion in announcing 
that they wouldn’t be caught dead 
viewing a Music Hall show, the 
payoff of the policy is clear in that 
the “institutionalizing” of the pro- 
duction now provides a guaranteed 
minimum of $90,000 to $95,000 at 
the b.o., no matter what the pic- 
ture. 

Leonidoff’s current flight into 
fancy, labeled “Flying High,” is 
set in the ballroom-like cabin of 
a giant stratoliner of the future. 
The simulated arrival of the plane 
on stage is through real clouds pro- 
vided by the Hall’s steam jet sys- 
tem running through the footlight 
|trough. Ship’s final arrival and 
|landing at an airport is amusingly 
carried out by making the ground 
visible through the plane’s large 
windows. It is far off at first, but 
gets continually closer as the plane 
icircles to land. Then the runways 
‘come into view and finally the 
plane comes to a stop in front of 
the airport’s main building. It’s 
all accomplished via a rolling cur- 
tain seen through the windows. 
Bruno Maine did the sets. 

Ventriloquist Paul Winchell and 
dummy Jerry Mahoney hold top 


, Spot in the guest artist department 
|with their standard turn. Combo 


|of the sassy woodenhead and Win- 
‘chell’s mimicry and warbling got 
'sock handpatter at show caught 
and brought him back for repeated 


| bows. 


Couple other good turns, both 
|in the terp division, highlight the 


show. Initialer is Giselle and Fran- 


tions were apparently forgotten, 
and a sock trio of acts that fill 
the gaps between Miss Henie and 
the mass sequences. Result is one 
of the best displays that she’s put 
on here. 

There’s one improvement this 
year over some of her other shows. 


in a good display of precision skat- 
ing, and duo indicate good poten- 
tialities. 

Gretle and Robert Uksila, Jean 
Sturgeon and Mickey Michaels are 
others who are spotted. All earn 
healthy mitts. Miss Henie’s partner 
Routining the acts is not only de- iS again Michael Kirby, a Canuck 
signed to spot Miss Henie under Pladester, who provides a consid- 
the most favorable circumstances, ¢rable lift to the dual-dance spots. 

There are parts of the show 
which could be lighted better, and 
this is particularly true in the 
production sequences, which, de- 
spite being excellently staged and 
imaginatively and _ lavishly con- 





Arthur M. Wirtz production star- 
ring Sonja Henie; features Michael 
Kirby, Freddie Trenkler, McKellon 
Bros., Jerry Mapes, Jack Raffloer, 


Jean Sturgeon, Mickey Michaels : : 4 

~ : : t -*“» trived, could be pointed up with 
'Gretle & Robert Uksila. Staging greater effect. In relation to the 
and choreography by Catherine 


entire show, it’s a comparatively 
minor defect. 
The current display is probably 
e best Miss Henie has brought 
around in several years, and is de- 
servedly a boxoffice winner. 

Jose. 


Littlefield; costumes, Billy Living- 
ston, Kathryn Kuhn, Grace Hous- 
ton; music, Jack Pfeiffer. Opened th 
at Madison Square Garden, N. Y., 
Jan. 20, 49; $6_ top. 








but to continue her impact on the 
audiences. A previous criticism has 
been her knack of following her- 
self with mediocre turns that man- Bert Gervis production of musi- 
aged to create the illusion that cal revue on ice in two acts (20 
nothing could follow her success-| scenes), staged and directed by 
fully. Now that she’s succeeded by Richard Barstow. Musical arrange- 
big production numbers and turns ments by Lydia Marcus; music and 
of the Freddie Trenkler caliber, lyrics by Richard Barstow; addi- 
the total impact of the layout is tional music and lyrics by Felix 
stronger. deCola, Sidney Lippman and Syl- 
Miss Henie reaches her peak in wia Dee; settings by William Sing- 
the hula number, which has been hoff; technical director, Mathias E. 
her highspot for years. It remains Kelemen; duo pianists, Lydia Mar- 
a great audience charmer that cus and Alden Delano. Opened at 
brings encores and remains her Las Palmas, Hollywood, Jan. 19, 

strongest personality bit. Miss ’°49: $3.60 top. 
Buff 


leelandia 
Hollywood, Jan. 19. 


|eois Szony, who do a routine mid- 
|way between ballroom and adagio. 
|Their lifts and turns are sensa- | 
|tional, gaining solid audience ap- 
proval. Second of the acts is acro 
artist Florence Hin Lowe, rubber- 
spined femme, who leaves the 
crowd goggle-eyed with an exhibi- 
tion of body twists and turns that 
gets her into all but a permanent 
| knot. 

| Soprano Jean Gibbons does a 
solo of “More Than You Know’ | 





Henie’s showmanship is also evi- Cast: Dorothy McCusker, 

dent in the rhumba and waltz num-' McCusker, Lorraine Brinckmann, 
bers, both of which are excellently 
produced. She causes quite a few 
gasps with her opening costume, in 
which sables “predominate. She’s 
elegantly garbed in the other se- 
quences and surrounded with good 
production values. 

Other hit of the occasion is 
Trenkler, an impish, bouncing 
sprite with top pantomimic values. 
Trenkler’s peculiar hop predomi- 


Carol Brinckmann, Dick Simonton, 
Freddy Wadle, Pat Murphy, Eddie 
Delbridge, Shirley Powell, Georgia 
Beard, Johnnie McKellen, Marie 
Purviance, Mary Ann _ Wilson, 
Louise Snyder, Jeanne Perkins, 
Karyle Leigh, Mary Bohland, Skee 
Goodheart, Jim McCusker, Ethel 
Stout, Rita Stuart, Joan Elms, Lyle 
Clark. 


| Apparently encouraged by the 





|for minor results, getting support | 


, exhibition. 


ithe show, with gleaming sequin 
/costumes to accentuate the gals’ 
precision routines. Their precision 


proach that of the Rockettes, who 

are in the blowoff spot with one 

of their normally neat routines. 
Herb. 


Apollo, N. Y. 
Charlie Barnet Orch (16), Wy- 
nonie Harris, Bunny Briggs, Wiggles 





Only Fooling,” a disk with which|up a fine reception after a slow | Cobra Strikes” (EL). 


Barron’s band was associated. And_| start. The Three Swifts get a steady | 
| accompaniment 1 : ; [ 
well as providing a good finish to their comic juggling act, which | Apollo this week with Charlie Bar-| yartell, Mickey Deems, Purcell & 


the staging of it is nicely solved as 


the show. 


Spots intro the tune and start 
into it, whereupon Barron’s men 
make a commotion. Barron, for the 
audience, explains to Kenny that 
their record also was a best-seller. 

at paves the way for a two-way 
interpretation in which George No- 
Ke and the Blue Notes and then 

enny do a chorus, backed by the 
band. Wood. 





Chieago, Chi 


Chicago, Jan. 21. 
onddy Duchin Orch (12), The 
olstons (2), Tommy Mercer, Jan 





urra ‘ “Th 99 
(oth at Wonderful Urge 
Eddy Duchin, absent from the 


local Scene since 1941, makes an 
peeve return in the first orch 
1 here since the Chicago theatre 
— back to stage shows last sum- 
er. He does a piano medley of 
vy to pace the lavout. 
Coleen and brother team, The 
terpi ns, are masters at comedy 
Ping. Femme has a projectable 


Ody which she unslings at the 
tant a bar of music. Satire on 
vd ams captures the audience. 
encore, zany duo hasten the 
€ of South American rela- 


Tuptur 


of chuckles for 


brings down curtain. Lowe. 


Hippodrome, Balto. 
Baltimore, Jan. 23. 
Ben Yost’s Varsity Coeds (5), 
Hoctor & Byrd, Paul Sydell & Spot- 
ty, Georgie Kaye, Ming Sing Stars 
(5), Jo Lombardi House Orch 
| (12); “Shockproof” (Col). 








| paper than in playing. Somewhat 
|heavy on the sight side it simply 
‘does not come off. Georgie Kaye 
‘emcees besides holding a spot on 
‘his own and makes the most of his 
material. Opening by Ben Yost’s 
Varsity Coeds does not measure up 
to previous aggregations under his 
aegis. Quintet of femmes look well 
enough and whack out the usual 
'vocal selections, but arrangements 
don't hold up. 

| Hoctor and Byrd are a pleasing 
‘mixed twosome essaying tappery 
‘and some ballet, setting matters 
for the sock act of Paul Sydell 
and his pooches. Georgie Kaye is 
next with gags and some dialect 
singing, after which the Ming Sing 
Stars, five girls and a male, in 
punchy juggling and acrobatics, 
close nicely. 


| Biz fair. Burm. 





It’s a fast hour’s layout at the 


|net’s band clicking solidly. Com- 
prising five reed, three rhythm and 
eight brass, the ofay outfit does a 
'brisk “Cherokee” as an initialer, 
paving the way for some bop stuff 
_dexterously handled. 

| Bunny Briggs is a versatile terp- 
ler with a wealth of talent. Opening 
via a bebop vocal, he shifts to 
| some eccentric, slow motion foot- 
'work to win a nice response. He 
| impresses as one of the better se- 


This setup shapes up better on pia dancers who's evolved a dif-| 


‘ficult set of routines. 
| Band returns with Doc Stephen- 
‘son soloing “Caravan” for an okay 
| salvo. Particularly well done is Ed- 
‘die Safranski’s stint on the string 
bass on a concerto composed by 
Pete Rugolo tagged, “Safranski.’ 
Instrument itself is highlighted 
with a luminous orange hue that 
aids in setting off the overall ef- 
fect. Spider Bruce and the house 
comics are okay in one of their 
standard blackouts. 

Comedy patter of Wiggles Royce 


is weak. In baggy pants he sports | 


a straw chapeau and also carries 
a live duck. Quality of his humor 
can best be summed up by a re- 
mark of Barnet’s, “I can see you 
have your ear to the ground— 
probably pick up a lot of dirt that 
way.” Said to be,a “bebop” duck, 
‘the fowl makes a laudable attempt 


|of Kay Holley’s choral ensemble. 
| Jean Letourneau, tenor, also does 
/a number during Miss Lowe’s acro | 


work, incidentally, is starting to ap- to Hear My Baby Call,” 


|fact that intimate musicals are 

to prove the assertion by quacking again proving successful, producer 
in time to a few bars from the Bert Gervis has come up with what 
and. 'he calls “an innovation in Ice 
In closing niche is Wynonie Har- Shows.” The novelty consists of in- 


| Ballet gives a more than usually ris, introed as “Mr. Blues Him- timate staging for a type of show 
interesting performance to tee off self.” 


Stentorian-voiced shouter usually given lavish treatment. On 
plays his role well by hopping up| paper it undoubtedly looked good. 
‘and down and lending emphasis But the hot idea cooled off con- 
‘to his numbers. Scores with “Love siderably when transferred from 
and theory to theatre, and the Tesult 
'“There’s Good Rockin Tonight.” is a disappointing presentation in 
Feigns to warble “Rhapsody in| which undeniable talent sh@ws to 
‘Blue” which Barnet previously | disadvantage. 
‘handled with distinction, but in-| The color and spectacle of the 
‘stead uncorks “Got a Big Fat Ma- usual ice show is, of course, lack- 
ma” for neat results. Band finales ing in this staging. Unfortunately, 
‘with a short medley of “Smiles” the charm. and gaiety of the inti- 
and “Tea for Two.” Gilb. mate revue also is absent. Both the 
silanes /music and the material are weak 
‘and the routines are more than 
somewhat straitjacketed by the 
Miami, Jan. 22. physical limitations of the stage. 


Peter Lorre, Whitson Bros., Jan) .AS a consequence, “Icelandia” 
will have to concentrate its itiner- 


Rey, Freddie Carlone House Orch; @ty on towns where blade shows 
“Station West” (RKO). are rare, for skate fans will be 
disappointed in this offering. Cer- 
| tainly it has little prospect for 
| Show current is not up to stand- Broadway, where it would have to 
ard set here in recent weeks, ——__—s compete with the big traveling at- 
Peter Lorre sets nicely with tractions, and “Howdy, Mr. Ice.” 
house via rendition of Poe’s “Tell- And even in the hinterlands its po- 
tale Heart.” It’s a novel bit, pro- tential lure is extremely small. 
‘viding a Hollywoodite with an act! (Comedies, of course, provide the 
instead of the usual tired gab for evening’s highlights, with Dorothy 
'a change. McCusker walking away with top 
Whitson Bros. almost walk away honors. A skating looker, she com- 
with proceedings. Their balancing bines exceptional blade skill with 
stunts, interwoven with comedy, a flair for miming and timing that 
ring the mitt-meter consistently. _ |produce top results. Freddy Wa- 
Laugh slot is okay via-some fair qle’s few comic bits also sparkle. 
material purveyed by Mickey In the straight skating division, 
Deems. Jan Martell is a capable Buff McCusker (Dorothy’s broth- 
thrush who has worked the smaller er) displays excellent form and 
spots around the area. Arrange- technique, but he’s badly hampered 
ments are standard albeit effective. by the limited space in which he’s 
Terp department is handled by forced to work, as is Marie Pur- 
Purcell and Rey in okay manner. yjance, who tops the femme blade 
Freddie Carlone house orch back- experts. She has one sock number 
grounds neatly. Lary. paired with Dick Simonton in a 


| jitterbug routine. 
BAKER INTO ‘WALTZ’ Dick Barstow’s staging is as good 
Detroit, Jan. 25. 


as space permits. mew of the _— 
ail : duction coin apparently went for 

The Civic Light Opera Assn. of 25 expensive compressor (report- 
Detroit signed Kenny Baker for a eqiy costing around $30,000 and 
leading role in their sixth produc- one of five such in the country), 
tion, “Great Waltz.” with sets and costumes betraying 


Musical opens Sunday, Jan. 31, evidence of resultant tightened 
running to Feb. 6. | purse-strings. Kap. 


Olympia, Miami 
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Ads: in key-city dailies 
“Anne of the Thousand Days,” at 
the Shubert, N. Y., are currently, 
devoting most of their space to 
plug the new March of Time film, | 
“On Stage,’ which features the 
Maxwell Anderson drama. Play- 
wrights’ Co. is spending an aver-| 
age of about $300 a week for the 
display space, using papers in two 
different towns weekly. Schedule 
is similar to that used for all of; 
the firm’s shows, but this is the 
first time the space has been used 
for an outside presentation. 

William Fields, Playwrights’ 
pressagent, has also sent out sev- 
eral publicity releases to his na- 


tional list of editors, and these 
have been widely used, clipping 
service returns indicate. In addi- 


tion, the March of Time mention 
in the ads has aroused unusual in- 
terest and comment. Thus far, the 
ads are being used in about 40 
cities east of the Mississippi. In all 
cases the local release date of the 
film is announced and readers are 
urged to see it. 

MOT decision to devote an is- 
sue to “Anna” was. originally 
sparked by Fields, after the idea 
was suggested by the latter’s ap- 
prentice, Arthur Kantor. The 
stagehands’ (IATSE) and _ pres- 
sagents’ (ATPAM) unions gave full 
cooperation and, after some hag- 
gling with Actors Equity, the proj- 


ect was undertaken, though on a 
modified scale using only a few 
actors. 


Fields worked closely with MOT 
on the early preparation of the 
picture, and it was at his sugges- 
tion that Clarence Derwent, Equity 
president, be given a spot and also 
be asked to make an introductory 
talk at the trade screening. How- 
ever, the Playwrights’ p.a. knew 
nothing about the film’s ending, 
including the scene of the actors 
reading the next-morning reviews, 
until he attended the screening. 


Pfeiffer Calls Shuberts 


‘Trust’: Sues on ‘Maid’ Nix 





For $1,942,665 Damages Se™™* 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 

Jules Pfeiffer, former legit pro- 
ducer and nitery operator current- 
ly in a court hassle with American 
Guild of Variety Artists and Equity 
pertaining to his proposed night 
spot, Bow-wowery, filed suit for 
$1,942,665 in Chi Federal district 
court Thursday (20) against Lee 
and J. J. Shubert and others. Pfeif- 
fer charges violation of the Sher- 


man and Clayton anti-trust acts and | 


Playwrights’ Plugging ‘On Stage’ 
Short in Its Key-City ‘Anne’ Ads 





for+ 





Lederer, Elsom Star 
In ‘Ghosts’ Revival 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Francis Lederer and Isobel El-. 
som will star in a modernized ver- 
sion of Henrik Ibsen’s “Ghosts,” 
which rekindles El Patio theatre 
Monday (31). Long-shuttered house 
recently was taken over by a New 
York syndicate fronted by Ted 
Zittel on a 10-year lease. 

Eugene Bryden is producing and 
directing the play which will be 
presented by James Terry and 
Monroe Manning. Local reaction 
will determine whether production 
will be toured toward Broadway. 





24 Eastern Pa. Colleges 
To Hold Theatre Confab; 
Off-B’way Activity Keen 


Wilkes-Barre, Pa., Jan. 25. 

Theatre conference of represen- 
tatives of 24 colleges of eastern 
Pennsylvania will be held March 
13-14 at Wilkes College. Object 
is to stir interest in the theatre as 
a community asset, to encourage 
experiment in the theatre and help 
new playwrights to get their scripts 
produced and to foster the ex- 
change of ideas. As part of the 
meeting, the Cue ’n’ Curtain ‘so- 
ciety of Wilkes College will give 
a performance of T. S. Eliot's 
“Murder in the Cathedral.” 

Rosamond Gilder and Richard 
Beckhard will attend as represen- 
tatives of the American National 
Theatre & Academy. Confab is be- 
ing chairmaned by Marvin Walter, 
drama director at Wilkes College. 


/K. Doolan, general 


Irish Actors Form Equity 


Dublin, Jan. 21. 

Following bow-outs by authors 
and musicians from Writers, Art- 
ists, Actors, Musicians Assn. 
(WAAMA), actors are getting to- 
gether again to form Irish Actors’ 
Equity, modeled on Equity in U.S. | 
and Great Britain. 

Initial membership 
200 mark with ex-Abbeyite Denis 
O’Dea named first prexy. Dermot | 
secretary of | 
WAAMA, remains as secretary to | 
Irish Equity. 


M. Carroll Wanted 
For Guild ‘Venice 


Madeleine Carroll, star of “Good- 
bye, My Fancy,” at the Morosco, 
N. Y., is being propositioned by the 
Theatre Guild for a revival next 
season of “The Merchant of Ven- 
ice.” She’ll probably decide this 
week whether to take the offer; 
continue another’ season’ with 








|“Fancy,” either in New York or on 


the road, or to accept one of sev- 
eral film bids. 

Actress’ contract for “Fancy” ex- 
pires June 15. Michael Kanin, co- 
producer of the show and husband | 
of authoress Fay Kanin, is cur- 
rently here from the Coast to trv 
to persuade the star to sign for 
next season and presumably do the | 
screen version of the comedy, 
which Kanin Productions will prob- 
ably film. However, Miss Carroll 
reportedly hasn’t decided whether 
she wants to continue on the stage 
next season or return to film work. 


If the Guild goes ahead with its | 
revival of ‘‘Merchant” it will be| 
the first presentation of the Shakes- | 
peare work on Broadway since | 
Donald Wolfit did it here two sea- 
sons ago. At that time the play 
aroused some criticism because of | 
the Shylock stereotype angle. 
There was a similar reaction some 


Hub Continues to Lead Philly in Legit 
Pull: Newspapers Held Strong Factor 





° 
is around | M. Truman Under Davidson adelphia as a theatre town 


Mgt. for Concerts, AM, TV 


Washington, Jan, 25. | 

Margaret Truman hits the road, 
again next fall as concert soprano. 

White House announced Sunday 
(23) she had inked a deal with| 
Jeanette MacDonald, Helen Trau- 
concert and allied fields,” for the 
1949-50 season. Whether “allied 
fields” might mean pix was left un- 
explained, but it does include radio 
and video. 

Davidson books such artists as 
Jeanette Mac Donald, Helen Trau- 
bel and Eleanor Steber. He said 
that, starting in October, she 
would be booked for a limited 


* By HOBE MORRISON 


Ascendancy of Boston Over Phil. 
tinuing this season. Although 
Philly has greater metropolitan 
area population than the Massachy- 
setts city, it gets slimmer legit 
bookings and plays fewer theatre 
weeks, 


Nearly all producers prefer to 
play Boston rather than Philade}. 
phia, possibly more than ever 
However, because of the shortage 
of available theatres suitable for 
pre - Broadway engagements, the 
two towns have had the same num. 
ber of tryout shows so far this sea- 
son—22 each. For economic rea. 
sons, Boston, Philly and New 
Haven are now virtually the only 
bookings used for tuneup dates. 

Thus far in 1948-49, there have 
been 36 road bookings in Boston, 


including the Repertory and Frank- 


mber of recitals. ; “ 
ass jlin Trask’s stock company at 


.|Brattle Hall, Cambridge, now in its 
‘fourth season. During the same 
‘period, Philly has had 32 touring 
ishows, with no professional local 


Boston Rep Is Folding 
Despite ‘Richard TIN" Hit; ‘company, son 4 
; n ayin ime, Boston has an 
Lost $30,000 This Season even greater edge, because the 


town is good for longer runs than 
Boston, Jan. 25. | Philly. The total weeks played by 
With the closing Saturday night |all shows in Boston so far this sea- 
(26) of its production of “Richard eg ar vrggare the total 
Ae sats ‘ _|for Philly during the same span is 
Ii,” with Richard Whorf, the Bos only 65. In general, Philly is a two- 
ton Repertory will fold its first sea- wee, engagement for most shows 
son after 12 uneven weeks. There’s while Boston is frequently good for 
only an outside prospect of the |three weeks or, occasionally, an ex- 
tended run. 
Edge On Business 
In total business Boston has an 





venture being resumed next sea- | 

son. According to Gerald Savory, | 

president and co-managing direc- 5 

tor, the undertaking would require edge, too. All shows playing the 

a budget of $100,000. troup lost Bay city so far this season have 
|pulled a total gross of approxi- 


over $30,000 this season. : , 
mately $1,500,000, while receipts 


The Rep will have no financial | 
|interest in the Broadway presenta- 
ition of “Richard,” which Herman 





years ago when Helen Hayes did| Levin has arranged to sponsor. 
| the show at several matinees in | However, Whorf and director Rich- 
Louisville, Jan. 25.- | Chicago, during her “Victoria Re-| ard Barr will have a slice of the | 
“Beside Myself,” satire of plays gina” tour. Partly as a conse-| $20,000 production. Besides play- | 
and films about psychiatry, will be @uence, the star decided to drop | ing the title part, Whorf made the | 
| presented Jan. 31-Feb. 3 at the tentative plans to appear in the/| adaptation and designed the scen- 
' Louisville playhouse, under the Play the following season on Broad-|ery and costumes. 
direction of Boyd Martin. way. | Same cast as appeared 
Play was authored by |Rep production will play 
nm 


Psychiatry Satire 


in the 
it on 





Mildred 





neuf, Frances Reid, Polly Rowles | 
|and Grace Coppin. There will be 


Western Reserve Univ. In 

| Huddles With Legit Trio 2, week of renearsals before the 
For Broadway Tryouts *"* | 

time during March by the Cincin- 


ne Slee Dee is dickering with several New York JAP ‘MIKADO’ HIT ENDS: 


Author is expected here for the Producers and directors with the 


Par Scripter’s Play to Preem 
Cincinnati, Jan. 25. 
Steve Fisher, Paramount scenar- 
ist, has written a play, “Winter 
Kill,” which will be presented some 





| Broadway, including Philip Bour- | 


production. 





Northwest Conference Due 
Eugene, Ore., Jan. 25. 


idea of doing tryout productions of , 
prospective Broadway plays.. Con- 
_fabs have been held with Harold 
|Clurman, Hume Cronyn and Rob- 
ert Whitehead. 


MENOTTI’S ‘THIEF’ NEXT 
Tokyo, Jan. 18. 
Nagato Opera Co.’s production 


for all Philly engagements for the 
‘like period have been about $1,250,- 


Boston has seven available legit 
houses—the Colonial, Copley, Ma- 


(Continued on page 61) 


Wildcat Booking Set by Rep 
Troupe When Frowned On 
By UBO, ANTA Re Tour 


Repertory group, which has 
played strawhat seasons the last 
three summers near Knoxville, is 
wildcat-booking a spring tour of 
eastern cities with “Personal Ap- 
pearance,” “The Vinegar Tree” 
and “The Silver Chord.” All-Equity 
outfit is bankrolled by Mrs. Rue 
Malone, former opera singer and 
an aunt of one of the leading mem- 
bers of the troupe. 


Company is called the Gateway 





| 


alleges the Shuberts and their asso- 
ciates control 95% of the nation’s 
legit houses. Because .of this so- 
called monopoly he was unable to 


Northwest drama conference and 
regional meeting of the American 
Educational Theatre Assn. will be 


book’ his “Maid of the Ozarks” in 50 held here Feb. 10-12. Organ- 
cities and could only obtain sec- ization’s annual convention also 
ond-run houses in 45 cities, he took place here last Dec. 28-30. 


AETA membership has grown 
from 420 to about 1,500 in the last 
two years. 


claims. 

From November, °43, to June, 
°45, Pfeiffer claims he rented Great 
Northern theatre here for $1,975 
a month, having spent $23,000 to 
renovate it, with provision, accord- 
ing to him, that the Shuberts were 
to pick plays and he was to take 
all losses and the Shuberts were 
to get half the profits. Pfeiffer 
further states the Shuberts con- 
spired to prevent booking of plays 
in the house during that period, 
forcing him to sell his lease to 





Stanford Tryout 
San Francisco, Jan. 25. 
“Build No Fence Around Me,” 
new comedy by Alexander Green- 
dale, will be tried out during Feb- 
ruary by the Stanford Univ. thea- 
tre. 
There’s reportedly 
interest in the script. 


Hollywood 





If arrangements of “The Mikado,” the first ever 
aren't concluded for a show this| staged for Japanese audiences, Repertory Guild and its members 
spring the idea will be tried next closed this week at the Hibiya Hall, are former American Academy of 
fall. | Tokyo, nearly a year after its pre- Dramatic Arts students who have 

Understood Whitehead, who co-| Miere at the same theatre. Com- played small parts on Broadway 
produced “Medea” on Broadway) Pany gave approximately 60 per-,and summers at their Tennessee 
last season, has several scripts he’s| formances in 10 Nipponese cities, theatre. Leads are Roberta Sher- 
interested in doing experimentally, during its tour, a longer run than ritt, Jene Jones, Joe Meibes and 
Cronyn, a Broadway and Holly- | most operas in Japan enjoy. |Thomas Legate. John Richards is 

, wood actor, is considering a cam-| Nagato troupe will open in To- producer-director. 

| pus tryout of Elaine Ryan’s “Now kyo next month with Jap preem of! The wildcat booking procedure 
I Lay Me Down to Sleep.” Clurman Gian-Carlo Menotti’s ‘The Old was adopted after UBO refused to 
has a number of scripts in mind Maid and the Thief.” |book the outfit and ANTA advised 
for such presentation. ithe members against attempting 

Barclay Leatham, head of the ‘the tour. C. Foster Bell, a former 
itty Mla sp seg +e eal in Breden-Savoy Opera Co. (circus advance man, was hired te 

- er with the trio - 1 . + arran ings i ent 
at the American National Theatre Is Disbanded In Chi and oe euiiieier the we wait 
& Academy office. Chicago, Jan. 25. setting will be used for all three 

Breden-Savoy Opera Co., Gilbert plays, and the entire production is 
& Sullivan company from the estimated to cost $15,000. It can 








them for $10,000. Immediately 
thereafter, he claims, legit house 
ran a series of hit shows, with 
b.o. receipts from June 30, '45, to 
June 30, °47, being $1,664,490. 
Pfeiffer figures his profits on this, 
at 10°, would have hit around 
$166,000. 


Chi Shubert rep, Sam Gerson, 
stated his organization never had 
any such agreement with Pfeiffer 
concerning the Great Northern 
theatre. Gerson pointed out that 
during Pfeiffer’s tenure at the legit 
house, Shubtrts did not own, con- 
trol or operate the theatre, as it 
was then’ under receivership. 


| Strawhat Setup Looms 


Coast, disbanded here last week, tour for about $8,000 a week. All 


Houston’s Alley Moves ‘ap 
Houston. Jen. 25. For Virginia Beach after a fairly successful three- 
Nina Vance’s Ally Theatre is Norfolk, Jan. 25. | week run at Chi Opera House. 
moving to new quarters in an old _ Strawhat theatre at Virginia Opera closed Saturday (15). with 
warehouse off Main street, which Beach is a possibility this summer. indefinite plans, until Barry 
is being renovated to provide an Negotiations are in progress for the Breden, head of group, announced 


arena-type auditorium seating 238, lease of a 2,000-seat theatre by Ed-| dissolution to Equity office, 


plus rehearsal space and office. mund Hewitt and Dean Goodman. | 
Renovation will cost $8,000 and Pair have also announced the for- 
rent will be $300 a month for the mation of the National Repertory 
first y@éar, with option for four Theatre in Washington, to present 
more years at $350 a month. plays this spring on a non-segrega- 

First show in the new spot will tion policy. 
be “The Children’s Hour.” Hewitt is an ex-Broadway actor. 
Goodman is associated with Harald 
Bromley and Edith Rich in the cur- 
rent tour of “O Mistress Mine.” 





Breden plans remaining in Chi 
to set up a “Drunkard” company, 
similar to his production on the 
Coast. “Drunkard” 
tured at Midland hotel. 





Miriam Doyle on ‘Story’ 


will be fea- 


members of the troupe will receive 
equal, over-scale salaries. 

It’s hoped to open the tour late 
in March, possibly in Richmond or 
Norfolk. 





Jozenna Roos Heading 


European Theatre Tour 


Conducted theatre tour of Eu- 
'rope this summer is being organ- 


‘ized by Jodafna Roos, Broadway 
actress. 
It will extend from June 


er the prin- 


‘Heiress’ 166, Frisco 


San Francisco, Jan. 25. 
“The Heiress” opened last Mon- | 
day (17) under the Theatre Guila | 
banner at the Geary (1,500; $3.60) 
to the warmest reviews of the sea- 
son and chalked up a first week’s | 
fair gross of over $16,000. 


House, at present, is owned by 
Great Northern Amusement Co., 
from which the Shuberts lease the 
theatre, according to Gerson. 
Besides naming the Shuberts, 
the suit includes United Booking 
Office, Marcus Heiman, Augustus 


Miriam Doyle, former production 15 t© Sept. 15 and cove 
assistant to the late Rowland Steb- ‘iPal drama festivals in England 


‘bins, has been engaged by Sidney | 494 on the Continent, including 
‘Kingsley’ for a similar assignment | Salzburg, Edinburgh, Paris. at 
on his “Detective Story,” which | 2¢Tiand, Prague, London and Stra 


with Sylvia Sidney and John Loder. 


Shows in Rehearsal 








Pitou, Elias Weinstock, Select Op- 


“Aellegro,” the fifth and final! 


} 


—napeete Home” — Phyllis Russel Crouse and Howard Lindsay £'d-0n-Avon. 
_~ . | Wi produce shortly, with the r 
en Wedding” —New Stages. ‘author directing. Pr AB we, ages Rstbetay Fe 
y L a 
Guild. ove’ — Theatre; They were associated several at Fischer Concert Hall, N. Y. 


erating Corp.,-all of New York, Theatre Guild presentation for the 


seasons ago when Stebbins and the Feb. 7... . Richard Korn, symph 


and Select Lake City Operating 
Co., of Chicago. | 


season, opens Wednesday (26) at) 


“Two Blind Mice”—Arc i i ’ 
the Curran (1,776; $4.80). Seal cnet King Playwrights’ Co. co-produced 


& Harrison Woodhull. | Kingsley’s “The Patriots.” 


conductor, writing book, “Orches 


\tra Accents.” 
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Chi Cops Not Likely to Interfere As 
Biway Prostitute’ Plays Univ. Theatre: 


4 





Chicago, Jan. 25. + 


. : . 
sting the Chi legit censor 
ie ate. American Civil Liber- 


F j Chicago division, 
ties Union, i 

i for Democratic Action, 

pp omg Committee, 


Veterans’ 

Aner Assn. for etd gd ye 

Colored People an e | 

parler Republican Club, all of | 

the Univ. of Chicago, will sponsor 

Jean-Paul Sartre’s “The Respect- 

ful Prostitute,” Feb. 8, at Mandel | 
Hall, Univ. of Chicago. 

“Prostitute” was originally sked- 

d for a Chi run at the Stude- 


Nationa 





naker theatre, Dec. 27, but ban by 
Police Commissioner John Pren- | 
dergast was upheld by Mayor 


c ly and play was not pre- 
' Censor board had charged 
production was indecent and not 
peneficial to the Negro race and 
threatened that the theatre’s li- 
cense could be revoked for one 
year on grounds of violating a 
municipal code against indecent or 
immoral plays. 

Leon Despres, counsel for Chi 
American Civil Liberties Union 
stated Monday (24) that ‘“Prosti- 
tute’ would be presented at Chi- 
cago U. by the original New York 
Cast, whose expenses would be 
paid out of private contributions, 
by individuals protesting the ban 
as a blow to civil liberties. Meg 
Mundy, Karl Weber, John Mar- 
riott and Wendell Holmes of the 
original cast, are contributing 
their performances with Equity’s 
okay, according to Despres. Pres- 
entation in Mandel Hall will be 
exclusively for student body, fac- 
ulty and their guests, and not a 
public showing, Mr. Despres said. 

Protest vs. Setup 


Dr. Homer A. Jack, vice-chair- | 
man of ACLU, Chi division, and | 
pastor of a Unitarian church 
here, we hope to throw light on 
Chicago’s inadequate legitimate 
stage censorship setup.” 

After the presentation, Feb. 8, 
at 8 p.m., a Civil Liberties meet- 


(Continued on page 61) 


‘Manhattan’ Slot Machine 
Routine Brings Belated 
$150,000 Damage Suit 


Suit for $150,000 damages was 
filed in N.Y. Federal court last week 
by Devery Freeman, Coast writer, 
against comedian Sid Caesar, pro- 
ducer Joseph M. Hyman, and the 
Make Mine Manhattan Co. Plain- 
tiff claims to have written the slot 
machine comedy routine, which he 
alleges Caesar used in the show 
without permission. 


Number was listed in the “Make | 
Mine Manhattan” program as) 
written by Caesar, Max Liebman, 
and Allan Roberts, as long as the 
comic remained in the revue while | 
it was at the Broadhurst, N.Y. 
Caesar withdrew from the show 
Jast December to do his Admiral 
television show, with Bert Lahr 
taking over as star for the tour. 
Although the defendants haven't 
yet filed an answer to the suit, they 
will deny Freeman's claim of 
authorship. 


Plaintiff does not claim copy- 
right of the disputed sketch, but 
asserts it is his common-law 
property. He alleges that the 
basic idea, plan, outline and 
Script” are all his and that during 
March, 1947, he submitted it to 
Columbia Pictures, which was to 
or had Caesar use it in a picture 
ing planned at that time, called 
“The Guilt of Janet Ames.” The 
Im was later dropped, but Caesar 
used the sketch in “Manhattan,” 
according to Freeman. 


a. unexplained angle of the 
ituation is why Freeman failed to 
j € any action on the matter dur- 
pay the year’s run of “Manhattan” 
o Broadway, but waited until 
; aesar left the show before bring- 
ng suit. Production contracts for 





€ revue list Caesar, Liebman and | 


Oberts as authors of the piece. 

Stine Ss attorney is David 
7 man. Caesar is represented by 
‘lton Mound, while Howard Rein- 
elmer is Hyman’s lawyer. 


‘Hellz’ 25G in 4, Denver 


“Hellzapoppin,” brou i 

. ght in b 

ax theatres, grossed $25,000 at the 

andy auditorium Sunday and 
-24) 

ormances, — — 


Top was $3.60. 





'run at the New Stages theatre in 


per-| 


Anderson-Weill Musical | 
‘Cry’ Making Fast Headway, 


Maxwell Anderson and Kurt | 
Weill are making rapid progress 
on their musical dramatization of | 
Alan Paton’s “Cry the Beloved} 
Country,” and expect to have the | 
first draft ready for Playwrights’ | 


'Co. production conferences about 
| mid-February. 
| for presentation next fall. 


Show is scheduled 


Not even a tentative budget can 
be estimated until the first draft 
of the script is completed, but the 
adaptor and composer have indi- 
cated that the production will 
probably be a relatively light one 
for a musical, with a minimum of 
scenery. However, that was also 
the advance word on “Anne of the 
Thousand Days,’ which _ subse-| 
quently involved a large production 
with a turntable and numerous 
settings, which were finally junked 
for a simple, basic set. 


Sy Cost 426, 
Bough 976 


“The Shop at Sly Corner,” which 
closed Saturday night (22) at the 
Booth, N. Y., after seven perform- 
ances, involved a loss of about 
$42,000. Gant Gaither production 
was financed at $35,000 and the 
backers were also tapped for a 20% 
overcall. It was the second U. S. 
production for the Edward Percy 
script, the previous one having 
been done in the fall of 1941 by 





| Reginald Denham, reportedly with 
'a silent assist from the late Harry 
| Kaufman. 


“The Victors,” which also folded 
last Saturday night, cost the New 


| Stages treasury about $7,500, the 


approximate production figure. It 
about broke even for its four-week 


Greenwich Village, N. Y. Organ- | 
ization’s next offering, “Blood Wed- 
ding,” is rehearsing for a sched- 
uled premiere Feb. 6. 

Costliest closing of the week was 
“Leaf and Bough,” which shuttered 
for a loss of around $97,000 after 
playing only three performances. 
Charles P. Heidt presentation, pro- 
duced by Rouben Mamoulian, was 
financed at $75,000, but there was 
a 20% overcall, plus extra losses 
out of town and in connection with 
the closing. 


CHI ‘STREETCAR’ C0. TO 
TAKE EXTENSIVE TOUR 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 


“Streetcar Named Desire” is in 
its final weeks at the Harris here, 
with closing date around end of 
February. Producer Irene Selznick | 
feels Chi company should tour, | 
rather than throw another “Street- | 
car” group into the circuit. Com- | 
pany, with Uta Hagen, Anthony 
Quinn and Mary Welch in the 
leads, has had rave reviews and 
would probably be better draw 
than a third company. 

“Streetcar” is still making a 
profit and could run well into 
‘spring, since production needs | 
‘around $15,000 to break even. Take | 
|has consistently hit around $18,500, | 
with 18th week coming up. Com- 
| pany has 29 Theatre Guild commit-_ 
‘ments in midwest and plans other. 
‘one, two or three-week engage-. 
|/ments, with as few one-nighters as 
possible. Gertrude Bromberg, 
flacking for “Streetcar” at Harris, 
will go ahead of the company. 

Bookings westward and for the 
summer on the Coast are being 
set in New York. 


| .. 7. @ » ? 
_ Kanin’s ‘Sky Falling 
' Garson Kanin, author of “Born 
Yesterday” and the recent “Smile 
‘of the World,” has a new play, 
“The Sky Is Falling,” which the 
Playwrights’ Co. may produce next 
season. It also has a Washington 
‘locale, with a femme lead said to 
be a cross between Cissie Patter- 
son and Alice Roosevelt Long- 
worth. Ruth Chatterton has been 
_mentioned for the part, but no one 
is set for it. 

Play has been read by some of 








| the Playwrights’ members. 
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Reverse English 

When “High Button Shoes” 
opened recently at the Hippo- 
drome in London, producer 
Jack Hylton sent an exultant 
cable to Joseph Kipness, co- 
producer of the Broadway 
original. Message read, “Show 
tremendous hit. Posting no- 
tices.” 

Greatly excited, Kipness 
immediately called the Brit- 
ish showman by transatlantic 
phone, demanding why he was 
closing the musical if it was 
such a hit. When he under- 
stood that the remark “posting 
notices” had merely been Hy]l- 
ton’s way of saying he was 
mailing copies of the reviews, 
Kipness muttered, “Why don't 
you talk English?” 











Bloomgarden Turndown Of 
2-Week Deal to Cost Him 
Actor’s Pay for Play’s Run 


Michael Garrison, who was re- 
placed during rehearsals of “Death 
of a Salesman,” will receive full 
payment for the run of the show, 
or at least until June 1, the ex- 


piration date for Equity contracts. 
Actor had a run-of-the-play deal 
and his agent, Gloria Safier, re- 
fused to agree to a settlement. 

When Garrison was signed, he 
wanted a two-week deal, but pro- 
ducer Kermit Bloomgarden in- 
sisted on the’ run- of - the - play 
clause. During the month that in- 
tervened between signing the pact 
and the start of rehearsals, the 
actor made no attempt to get other 
parts. That, plus the fact that he 
had not wanted the run-of-the-play 
clause, was the reason he wouldn't 
make a settlement. 

Reason Garrison was replaced 
was his physical resemblance to 
Lee J. Cobb, who came from Hol- 
lywood to play the male lead in 
the Arthur Miller drama. It was 
felt the similarity might cause au- 
dience confusion. 


‘SHOES’ IN WORKS FOR 
AUSSIE RUN NEXT JUNE 


Sydney, Jan. 19. 

A deal is reaching consumma- 
tion between the William Morris 
agency of N. Y. and Harry Mus- 
grove for the Aussie production 
with imported cast of “High But- 
ton Shoes” at Princess, Melbourne, 
next June. Princess will be made 
available by the Carroll-Fuller in- 
terests if deal is finally set. 

Musgrove has been out of show 
biz for a long time. He headed 
the First National (now Warners) 
distrib unit here, and was con- 
nected with vaude for some time. 
Bid for “Shoes” had been made 
previously here, with Ben Blue 
named as the principal comic. Bid 
fell through however. 








Gourfain Preps Negro 
Musical for Coast 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

All-Negro intimate musical, 
“Carbon Copies of 1949,” will be 
produced here late in the spring 
by Harry Gourfain, who formerly 
produced stage attractions at the 
Paramount, Strand, Roxy and Cap- 
itol theatres in New York. 

Gourfain, now a _ Hollywood 
music publisher, also is planning 
a weekly teleshow with the same 
title, talent to be drawn from the 
cast of the stage production. 
Charles Hathaway will do the 
scare. 





‘Norway’ Set to Tee Off 


Pitt Al Fresco Opera 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 25. 

“Song of Norway” will tee off 
the fourth season of summer opera 
here June 6. Nine shows have been 
scheduled, same as last year, and 
reason for early getaway is because 
company has to vacate Pitt Sta- 
dium by first week in August so 
university can get the bowl ready 
for another football season. 

Meeting with the press last week, 
William Wymetal, who will be the 
managing director for the third 
straight season, announced that 
he was also planning to repeat 
three shows which have already 
been done, “Naughty Marietta,” 
“Merry Widow” and “Vagabond 
King,” as well as possibly “Jubi- 
lee,” “The Pink Lady” and ‘Good 
News.” 


Hopes for Nat’l Legit Bill High If It Can 


Get Under ‘Truman Honeymoon’ Wire 


+ 
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Schwartz Plans Tour 


For ‘U.S.A.’ in Spring 


With “Inside U. S. A.” again 
operating at a profit at the Ma- 
jestic, N. Y., it is now slated to} 
continue until late February, when 
it will go on the road. Revue had 
a couple of losing weeks while 
Beatrice Lillie was ill, but has 
topped the $30,000 weekly gross 
mark since her return. 

Comedienne and her co-star 
Jack Haley, are under contract to 
tour this and next season, as are 
Valerie Bettis and Eric Victor, 
dance leads. Herb Shriner has 
already left the show to concentrate 


on his radio series, and Thelma 
Carpenter will exit when it goes 
on the road. Tour will probably 


lay off next summer and resume in 
the fall. 

Arthur Schwartz production has 
repaid its entire $235,000 invest- 
ment and has a small cash reserve. 
It breaks even at around $30,000 
Last week’s' gross was almost 
$33,000. 





Theatre Booking 
Shuffle on Bway 


Next few weeks will bring a the- 
atre booking shuffle on Broadway. 
With the closing Feb. 19 of “Annie 
Get Your Gun” at the Imperial. 
that house is slated to get “Along 
Fifth Avenue,” which moves over 
from the Broadhurst. Latter house 
will receive “Lend an Ear,” which 
will vacate the National. “The Big 
Knife,” Clifford Odets play cur- 
rently in rehearsal, opens Feb. 23 at 
the National. With “Goodbye, My 
Fancy” shifting Feb. 7 to the Ful- 
ton, “Death of a Salesman” goes in- 
to the Morosco Feb. 10. 

The Boston Repertory production 
of “Richard III,” starring Richard 
Whorf, preems Feb. 8 at the Booth. 
John Golden’s revival of “They 
Knew What They Wanted,” starring 
Paul Muni, is due the week of Feb. 
14 at the Music Box. Phyllis Hold- 
en’s presentation of ‘Anybody 
Home” is pencilled for Feb. 25 at 
the Golden. Sidney Kingsley’s 
“Detective Story” is set for the 
Hudson at a date to be selected. 

“Diamond Lil” arrives Feb. 5 at 
the Coronet. “My Name Is Aqui- 
lon” (formerly ‘Figure of a Girl’’) 
is due Feb. 9 at the Lyceum. Ap- 
parently “Kiss Me, Kate” is to re- 
main at the Century at least for 
the present, although there has 
been speculation that it might be 
moved to the Times Square area. 
“South Pacific” is probably headed 
‘for the Majestic, from which ‘In- 
side U. S. A.” will presently go on 
| tour. 
| Shows on the way but not set for 
theatres are “At War with the 
Army,” “Magnolia Alley,” “Two 
Blind Mice,” “The Sounding Brass,” 
'“The Emerald Staircase” and ‘‘Miss 
Liberty.” Houses with no definite 
| bookings at the moment are the 
Cort and Ziegfeld. 


CALVERT SWITCHES TO 
DOUBLE BILL ON COAST 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

“The Wizard of Awes” and 
“Trial of the Dead”’ will be the two 
productions starring John Calvert 
in a two-night live double-bill pro- 
gram at the Wilshire-Ebell Thea- 
tre, Feb. 10-11. 

“Wizard” features Calvert's 
regular magic act. “Trial” brings 
back to life such characters as Dr. 
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Were-Wolf, 
Dracula, Queen of the Cat People 
and an 18-foot monster who's been 
dead, lo these 2.000 years. Calvert 
blandly says it’s the monster’s 
stage debut. 


Ruby’s 100% ‘Chair’ 


Harry Ruby has arrived from the 
Coast: with a legit musical, “Pull 
Up a Chair,” which is 100% of his 
own writing—book, lyrics and 
music. 

Songsmith, who just completed 
working on the (Bert) Kalmar & 
Ruby biopic at Metro—it has yet 
to go into production—plans set- 
ting a production deal while cast. 








introduced 


Establishment of a national thea- 
tre, as proposed under a measure 
Monday (24) in Con- 
gress by Rep. Jacob K. Javits (R, 
N. Y.), would be aimed not only 
to spread local and regional drama 
but to increase the number of road 
stands and expand road playing 
time. According to Javits and Sen. 
Irving M. Ives (R, N. Y.), who is 
sponsoring the measure in the 
Senate, it has a good chance of 
passage, particularly if its backers 
succeed in having it considered 
quickly, during the “Truman 
honeymoon.” 

Although show business reaction 
to the bill has generally been 
favorable, it has already been 
criticized in some quarters. For in- 
stance, Lee Shubert minimized the 
prospects of subsidized drama, ex- 
plaining, “Nothing works in the 
theatre unless it’s commercial. 
Plays froduced for art-for-art’s 
sake have never been a success. 
Too many people have things to 
say about them.” Spokesmen for 
the Metropolitan Opera Assn. re- 
fused to express an opinion until 
they had seen a copy of the bill. 

In most show business circles, 
however, the reaction appears to be 
strongly favorable to the proposal. 


Fnthusiasm has’ been voiced by 
Clarence Derwent, president of 
Actors Equity; Lawrence Tibbett, 


president of the American Guild 
of Musical Artists, and C. Lawton 
Campbell, Vinton Freedley and 
other heads of the American Na- 
tional Theatre and Academy. The 
latter organization would presum- 
ably be delegated as the agency 
in charge of the proposed setup. 
Point To Symposium 

With the Javits-Ives measure 
formally on the Congressional 
slate, the forthcoming theatre sym- 
posium to be held in New York by 
various legit organizations now ap- 
pears to have more point. Any 


(Continued on page 61) 


Plea to Cancel Lease On 
Shubert, N. Haven, Denied 
By Federal Court Judge 


New Haven, Jan. 25. 

The application of the Taft 
Realty Corp., owners of property 
including the Shubert theatre 
here, to show cause why a lease 
between the Taft Corp. and the 
Yorkshaven Enterprises, Inc., oper- 
ators of the theatre, should not 
be declared null and void was dis- 
missed Thursday (20) by Judge 
Carroll C. Hincks of the U. S. dis- 
trict court. His ruling was that 
the Federal court is without juris- 
diction in the matter. 

Taft Realty also sought $500,000 
damages based on a claim of un- 
favorable terms at the time of 
signing the lease. 

Situation is an outcropping of a 
Taft Realty reorganization effected 
under 77B in_1937. It is the claim 
of the present Taft setup that di- 
rectors in office in 1941 and 1942, 
when the lease and its subsequent 
modifications were drawn origi- 
nally, were not empowered to enter 
into such agreements without court 
approval. 

Yorkhaven maintains that the 
lease was signed according to cor- 
rect procedure and there is no 
basis in law for the action filed by 
Taft Realty. 

Taft Realty has indicated that 
the petition will now be carried 
into the state court. 


De Cuevas Ballet Hikes 
Capitalization to 295G 


The Grand Ballet de Monte 
Carlo, a N. Y. corporation, was re- 
capitalized last week (20), increas- 
ing its capitalization from $60,000 
to $295,000. Reason for the huge 
hike was the financial demands 
made by the dance troupe abroad, 
its expenses outrunning its grosses. 

Corporation has only two part- 
ners, Marquis George de Cuevas 
and wife Margaret (daughter of 
John D. Rockefeller, Jr.). Dance 
troupe, which the Marquis pur- 
chased a couple of years ago, 
opened in Alexandria last Thurs- 
day (20) to SRO biz, following a 
three-week stay in Cairo. Troupe 
will dance in Alexandria through 
Monday (31), then return to its 
home quarters at Monte Carlo. It 
opens a home stay of six weeks 
March 15. 
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Plays Out 


Death of a Salesman 
Philadelphia, Jan. 22. | 


Kermit Bloomgarden-Walter Fried pre- | 
sentation of Elia Kazan’s production of a | 

ew play in two acts by Arthur Miller. | 
Features Lee J. Cobb, Arthur Kennedy, 
Mildred Dunnock, Howard Smith, Thomas | 
Chalmers, Cameron Mitchell, Alan Hewitt. 
Staged by Kazan; setting and lighting by 
Jo Mielziner; incidental music by Alex 
North; costumes by Julia Sze. At Locust, 

hiladelphia, Jan. 22, ’49. 


EMG LOMAN. . ccccccesessees Lee J. Cobb 
BA «.. ove ca 0 0 e600 00088 Mildred Dunnock 
CE, <0 64m dbo a68S eS Cameron Mitchell 
. | JRA irr Arthur Kennedy | 
Mermard:... 1.06 00600008 o> 4--eee. MOeter 
The Woman. .cccceceee Winnifred Cushing 
CHOTIOT.... .cscccdsevess Howard Smith | 
Uncle Ben .. seeeee. Thomas Chalmers | 
Howard Wagner.......+..:+-- Alan Hewitt | 
SEES. 5 « vs 00 0 406 6600W 00> Ann Driscoll 
Stanley jlunesiavesebeee Tom Pedi 
Miss Forsythe............Constance Ford 
Sarto. a 





‘ing and authentic as the loyal wife 


of Town 


scene of his discovery of a woman | 
in the hotel room occupied by his) 
beloved father during a Boston 
trip, and his later scene of bitter | 
argument with that same parent 
are two of the evening’s big mo- 
ments. Mildred Dunnock is touch- 


and admirable cameos are turned 
in by Thomas Chalmers as a fabu- 
lous Uncle Ben who makes 
periodic appearances throughout 
the play, Howard Smith as the 
friendly neighbor, Cameron 
Mitchell as the second son and 
Alan Hewitt as the employer. 
Despite its unrelenting tragedy, 
this one looks to have what it takes 


in the present-day theatre. 
Waters. 





Bandying about adjectives like 
“sreat” and “superb” is always a 


Riehard Ill 





Boston, Jan. 22. 


Boston Repertory Assn. production of 
drama by William Shakespeare in version 


profitiess business, but a lot of 
people are going to link them to 
Arthur_Miller’s new play, “Death jy"Richard Whorf and Richard Barr. En- 
of a Salesman,” which preemed tire production conceived and staged by 
here at the Locust. The farthest Whorf. At the Copley, Boston, Jan. 17, 
out on the limb this writer will go #9: $2.25 top. Richard Whorf 
is to observe, as a matter of strict | George ...Will Kuluva 
reporting, he has never im exactly | Brackenbury Ween Se 
30 years as a VARIETY mugg seen a — Fc ah ed ded Wrances meld 


Philly audience accord a MOFe Tressel :.........+-+e0e0+: Paul | Dwinell 
vociferous and enthusiastic recep- Berkeley in eeeeeeeeeel P almer _bizen 
tion to the first performance of a Rivny  ...II Glenn _ Wilson 
new dramatic play here. Vaughan ... ..Robert Fletcher 


Philip Bourneuf 


The play itself is sombre, pitiless Duke of Buckingham..... asin Reahad 


tragedy. Probably because of the Stanley oii + elgg ee 
re-association of Elia Kazan as Edward IV Joseph Foley 
director and Jo Mielziner as de- Lord Mayor atk boars gan ater Appler 
signer, but also due to definite Tyne". 4 oe eg od 
similarities in the plays them-| Grey Frank Gardner 
selves, first-nighters — making | Dorset.....-..+++++++: 
i yi “Streetcar vee-yres : 
7 ee ig ij, the _ If remembered for ypeeigge 
main difference is that the Williams the Boston mepertaey, nue. bo f° 
play has heavy overtones of sex down in theatre his "7 = 
whereas Miller’s opus has virtually sponsoring organization for on 
none, if one excludes a brief scene the most striking “a 


in a hotel bedroom. | revivals ever staged. 
“Death of a Salesman” is, to the tion, under Richard Whorf, of 


surprise of some of the first-night- “Richard III,” with Whorf in the 
ora, neteally about a salesman and title role, is a smash. Hard \ Let 
climaxes with his death at his own ~ “s weer gets to Broadway, 
hands. Miller tells the grim, !t can SS. ; : 
pathetic, heart-rending story of _The show has a curious a: 
the complete moral and mental Whorf first mounted it in Biarritz 
breakdown of a man. He is Willy With a GI cast. He solved the prob- 
Loman, who has a travelling sales- lem of costuming and setting the 
man’s job of which he is inordi- sanguine tale of Richard’s ascent 
nately proud, three sons of whom to the throne of England with a 
he is equally proud, a loyal and batch of captured Nazi banners. 
understanding wife and—he be- The dazzling reds, blacks and 
lieves at any rate—a host of whites of the banners carried out 
friends. It is hard to put a finger in the costumes proves exciting to 
on just what begins to sap the the eye and at the same time helps 
fine fiber of this man’s character. convey the plot line of the oppos- 
When we meet him at the start of ing forces of the War of the Roses. 
the play, he has already slipped The adaptation by Whorf and 
very far and by the end of the Richard Barr, meantime, cuts out 
play, he has lost his precious job, most of the genealogical recitation, 
has become completely alienated depending both on the color 
from one of his sons—his prized scheme and Richard’s preliminary 
Biff—and has only the tolerant statement of his course of action, 
pity of the others, and his friends to inform the audience of the nar- 
have been reduced to a single, rative line. The result is a melo- 
companionable neighbor. So, af- drama that continues to rise in 
ter having considered _ suicidal intensity and pitch until, scream- 
plans for some time, he finally ing “My kingdom for a horse!, 
takes the step. Richard ts struck down in the 
The play—which ran the first battle of Bosworth Field. ; 
nicht until a few minutes past 11 Still a third technical factor in 
—is consistently packed with taut the play’s smashing effect is the 
drama but there are, of course, staging and lighting of the play. 
certain dramatic highlights. The Before one main set of a street 
eee opening scene between near the Tower of London, the in- 
illy and his sorrowing wife is spired use.of spots and blackouts 
one; so is the first scene between from one side to the other, plus a 
the two older sons when they dis- podium on the apron of the stage 
cuss their Dad’s decay and the with a stairway leading down into 
harrowing scene when Willy asks the pit, Whorf has given the play 
his young boss to be transferred the continuity of a film. The action 
from his New England route to a never stops save for the climactic 
job in the New York office, and is act curtains. It is a masterpiece 
told, instead, that he is fired. So of stagecraft that culminates in a 
is the following scene, in which a pantomimic battle scene of aston- 
projected dinner party between ishing effectiveness. 
the two sons and their father is jl these things aside, however, 
first interrupted by the intrusion jt takes acting to carry so violent 
of a couple of chippies and then a play, and this, with few excep- 
ends in a bitter altercation be- tions, is magnificent. Whorf, as the 
tween Willy and Biff. And then crippled ogre whose lust for the 
there is the truly moving finale— throne drives him from one murder 
Willy’s funeral, attended only by to another, gives a performance 
the family and the one neighbor. that is at once frightening and 
This is played up close to the foot- entirely believable. Not an inflec- 
lights with the characters directly tion that might explain Richard’s 
facing the audience. The wife, ruthtessness, his megalomania, his 
reiterating that she cannot under- subtlety, his hypocrisy, is over- 
stand why Willy took his life, says }ooked. In Whorf’s characteriza- 
over and over that she cannot cry. tion, he is no mere deep-dyed vil- 
As written, and as played by Mil- jain of the old school. but a living 
dred Dunnock as the wife, that symbol of the complex forces that 
scone has a lot of folks out front qominate seekers after power. 
crying. Here in Shakespeare’s matchless 
Using the same general setup words, is a portrait of all war 
that he had in “Desire,” but on a ¢yjminals. 
more elaborate scale,. Mielziner, Whorf is for the most part sur- 
within the compass of a single set. rounded with superior workmen. 
presents, in addition to different The women stand out, whether 
rooms of the Loman house, several they are Frances Reid as the stupe- 
offices and hotel rooms. The com- fed Anne who finds herself se- 
plete and remarkably felicitous qyced by Richard over the dead 
complement of Mieiziner’s in- pody of her murdered father-in- 
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genious setting (and lighting) and 
Kazan’s uncannily facile and sensi- 
tive direction are probably the 
biggest help to the presentation of 
Miller’s finely-written theme, but 
the cast must take a bow too. 
When Oscars and awards are 
nc * doled out, Lee J. Cobb will 
ec mand a flock of votes; that’s 
sure. His Willy Loman is a de- 
vastatingly bitter portrayal that 
rises to commanding emotional 
heights. Arthur Kennedy is cor- 
respondingly good as Biff. 


calling scene in literature. 


law; Polly Rowles as Queen Eliza- 
beth, who is equally stupefied to 
find herself making a deal with 
Richard after the murder of her 
two princes in the tower, or Grace 
Coppin as the deposed, prophetic 
Queen Margaret. The last-famed, 
in particular, gives a sensational 
denouncement of Richard in per- 
haps the most hair raising name-. 


Philip Bourneuf is likewise a 
standout as the duped Bucking- 


© ham, giving a performance that 





STEVE COCHRAN 


Appearing with MAE WEST in 
“DIAMOND LIL” as the handsome 
romantic “JUAREZ.” One of the 
important leading men in her life. 








grows in stature as he—and the 
character—progresses. There are 
also strong moments contributed 
by Will Kuluva as the Duke of 
Clarence, Robert H. Harris -as 
Hastings, Michael Sivy as Rich- 
mond and William Nichols as 
Catesby. But it is, from beginning 
to end, Whorf’s play, and although 
he frequently recites too fast, his 
is a memorable portrayal. 

There are a number of details 
to be attended to before this show 
is ready. Some of the costumes 
seem overdone. That of Hastings, 
for example, makes him seem a 
blend of Poo-Bah and Ghengis 
Khan, and some of the others are 
too fussy. A few non-Shakespear- 


ean dictions are also in evidence, | 


but even as it stands this one 
should score heavily. Play gets an 
ovation here every performance, a 
rare occurrence in the Hub, and 
| seems almost certain to achieve the 
same on Broadway. Elie. 


At War With the Army 
Hartford, Jan. 21. 


Henry May and Jerome E. Rosenfeld 
production of farce-comedy in three acts 
(four scenes) by James B. Allardice. 
Staged by Ezra Stone; setting by Donald 
Oenslager. At Bushnell, Hartford, Jan. 
21, *49; $3 top. 

Capt. Ernest Caldwell. William Mendrick 
2d Lieut. Davenport.... Kenny Forbes 
T-5 Corp. Clark Mitchell Arguss 


Corp. Di Ruccio ..Ernest Sarracino 
Staff Sgt. Kriegar Jerry Jarrett 
lst Sgt. Robert Johnson... Stephen Eliot 
Staff Sgt. McVay...... . Mike Kellin 
A Private ee rere ee Tad Mosel 
Priv. Jack Edwards Bernard Kates 
1st Lieut. William Terray Ty Perry 


Millie Maxine Stuart 
Mrs. Caldwell Sarah Seegar 
Pfc. Alvin Hawkins......William Lanteau 
Colonel Davis............... John Shellie 


| ee Julie Bennett 





This farce-comedy was incubated 
at the Yale Drama School nearly 
a year ago. Originally produced as 
a two-acter in four scenes, it now 
realizes a near commercial maturity 
as a three-acter. Tightening will 
aid immeasurably in quickening 
its already jet-propelled pace. Es- 
sentially, the play is the same as 
produced at New Haven. Two of 
the players, Mike Kellin and Wil- 
liam Lanteau, are holdovers from 
the original Yale production. 

A one-setter with an energetic 
young cast, this presentation should 
get along well at a reasonable nut 
in these days of high costs. With a 
tailor-made audience of countless 
numbers of GI's and friends and 
families to draw from, this comedy 
should find the going fairly easy. 
It is one of the few humorous 
presentations of Army life that has 
reached the boards. Play provides 
plenty of opportunity for numerous 
characterizations with its mishmash 
of types ranging from dumb private 
to blustering colonel. 

Action of the play takes place 
in the erderly room of a training 
camp. It revolves about the _ at- 
tempts of Ist Sgt. Robert Johnson 
to get away from paper work and 
into the fring lines. Surrounding 
him is a hodge-podge of characters 
continually making entrances and 
exits. Play is practically made up 
of these entrances and exits. Inter- 
spersed ir the production are the 
love affairs of Johnson. There is 
the dumb dame, Millie, who con- 
tinually and fruitlessly pursues the 


sarge. She is pregnant, and angle 
is that the father is not the 
sergeant. 


_ Play clocks a slew of laffs. And 
is well written and directed: Double 
takes, panto, excellent dialog, mis- | 
taken identity, all good tricks of 
theatre, are used to best advantage. | 
Tad Mosel as the sorry-looking 
lost private trying to find a place 
or someone to report to, turns in| 
an _ excellent job of pantomime. | 
William Lanteau as the hillbilly | 
seeking a furlough; Mike Kellin as 
the hard-headed drill sergeant: 
Maxine Stuart as the dumb Millie, 
turn in good performances, as do 
the remainder of the company. | 
Eck. | 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Tallulah Bankhead said this week she’d sue The New York Times « 
my grave” to get an adequate retraction of the paper's story last week 
that she “crashed” the reviewing stand for diplomatic and other special 
guests at the presidential inauguration last week. Times indicated 
that the actress didn’t have tickets and got to the reviewing stanqg b 





of “Streetcar Named Desire,” in the current issue of Life is the 


'recognized her while she was battling with a guard. 
| Flashing her ticket stubs upon her return to New York, she told Times 
' managing editor Edwin L. James, a personal friend, in typical Bankhead 
‘fashion of what had occurred. A staunch Truman supporter all the 
'way, the White House had arranged not only seats for her, but 


pte a 
‘and an escort from the station. Her difficulty with the police thats 
Times reporter had apparently spotted was on arrangements for Setting 


out of the stand, not getting in, she said. She wanted to make sure 
she'd have no trouble getting away to catch the 4 p.m. train to get her 
back to New York in time for her evering performance in “Private 
Lives.” 

The Times ran a very brief retraction of its statement on page six 
That suited Miss Bankhead not a bit and she was making the air blue 
| this week as she threatened to call her lawyers unless the Times did 
| right by her. 
| She also resented that the Times man who had noticed her repartee 
with the cops hadn’t also reported that she got up amidst the diplomats 
on the stand and leaned on Secretary of State Dean Acheson's shoulder 
to loudly boo Governor Talmadge of Georgia when he passed in the 
parade. Miss Bankhead is a reconstructed rebel from Alabama. 





Producer John Golden crossed up his press agent and the city 
Philadelphia last week in connection with his appearance there That 
day (20) to receive the key to the city from Mayor Bernard Samuels. 
Golden’s revival of “They Knew What They Wanted” played Philly 
last week, and p.a. Bernard Simon dreamed up the key receiving stunt. 
Golden already has one key to the city of Philadelphia, given him in 
1928; it hangs with several from other cities in his office. Simon’s idea 
was to have Golden turn in the old key and get a new one. At the 
ceremonies Golden suddenly balked; he wanted to keep the old one, he 
said. Obdurate stance of the producer made a better story than the 
original idea, and landed on the front page of the staid Bulletin, which 
rarely falls for press stunts. 

, Golden has “registered” ‘‘Wanted” with the League of N. Y. Theatres 
to open some night between Feb. 15-Feb. 18, but the reservation is only 
tentative, pending some other management’s application for one of the 
specific dates. So far, the Sidney Howard revival is the only show 
slated to preem that week. If another is set, Golden will be required td 
select a specific date. 





Ed King and Cy Bloom, KDKA scripters, have closed a deal with 
Fred Burleigh, director of Pittsburgh Playhouse, to write the sketches 
and lyrics for the Pitt community theatre’s annual spring revue. Bur- 
leigh had to look elsewhere for material following Broadway click of 
Charles Gaynor’s ‘‘Lend An Ear” since Gaynor has been his ace in the 
| hole for the yearly musical in the past. In fact, ‘Lend An Ear” is a 
| compilation of the four shows by Gaynor which were first presented 
here at Playhouse by Burleigh. Gaynor was to have done the 1948 
musical last spring and Burleigh let him out of the commitment to work 
with Bill Eythe in “Lend An Ear” on Coast. That led to the present 
Broadway smash. - 

King and Bloom authored recent radio rib, “Gimmicks of 1949,” 
which was presented jointly by Pittsburgh Radio and Television club 
and local chapter of AFRA, and it was that which prompted Burleigh 
to sign them up to do his 1949 revue. They’re both comedy specialists, 
their main KDKA chore being to supply gag material for the station’s 
daily fun show, “Brunch With Bill.” Scripters will work with a song- 
writer who hasn’t been selected yet. 





Review of “All For Love,” which premiered Saturday night (22) at 
the Mark Hellinger (formerly Hollywood), N. Y., were even more severe 
than those accorded the flop ‘“‘“Grandma’s Diary” last fall. Anthony B. 
Farrell, co-producer and sole bankroller of the show, was singled out 
for personal mention by several of the critics. Brooks Atkinson’s notice 
in the N. Y. Times was sub-headed “Farrell’s Folly.” Ward Morehouse, 

'in the Sun, captioned his piece, “All For Nothing,” while Howard 
Barnes, in the Herald Tribune, headed his “Love Is Not Enough.” 

Notices for “Leaf and Bough,” which opened Friday (21) at the Cort, 
N. Y., and folded the following night, also drew unanimous pans, though 
nothing like the beating given “All For Love.” As usual there was 
complete disagreement among some of the critics as to the reasons for 

the play’s failure. Atkinson put much of the blame on Rouben Mamou- 
lian, while John Chapman, in the News, praised the producer-director 
and called the show “the best-acted, best-lighted, best-set radio serial 
I ever saw, with never a trick missed in either script or production.” 





Booking of “Death of a Salesman” into the Morosco, N. Y., and the 
move of “Goodbye, My Fancy” from that house to the Fulton, stemmed 
from a verbal promise given several months ago by Louis A. Lotito, 
president of City Playhouses, Inc., which owns both theatres. Kermit 
Bloomgarden, whose production of “Searching Wind,” “Deep Are the 
Roots,” “Another Part of the Forest” and “Command Decision,” all 
played the Fulton, was assured by Lotito last summer that he could 
have the Morosco for “Salesman.” 

In the meantime, Lotito took “Fancy” as an interim booking for the 
same theatre. Rather than go back on his promise when “Fancy” 
proved a click, Lotito arranged with Michael Kanin and Richard Ald- 
rich & Richard Myers, producers of the comedy, to move it to the 
Fulton, though they'd rather keep the play at the Morosco. Show 
plays its final performance at the latter house Feb. 5, lighting at the 
Fulton Feb. 7. “Salesman” is due Feb. 10 at the Morosco. 





Despite uneven business recently in legit on Broadway, the dance 
world is sock. Three events in New York last Sunday (23), giving five 
performances, were all SRO. These were the N. Y. City Ballet Co., 
giving matinee and evening performances at City Center, seating 3,500 
people each performance; Valerie (“Inside U.S.A.”) Bettis and com- 
pany, dancing her work, “As I Lay Dying,” twice at the YMHA, to 800 
patrons each time, and Jean Erdman and group, at Hunter College 
Playhouse, seating 700. 





Thornton Wilder, who adapted the New Stages production, “The 
Victors,” from the Jean-Paul Sartre original, was amused to learn 
that dialog in the play shocked some of the critics. Informed of the 
show's Broadway reception, Wilder wrote to New Stages from Porto- 
fino, Italy: “I hope it (‘Victors’) is frightening the daylights out of the 
too-comfortable. I was delighted to know that some of the bad words 
upset some of the critics. There’s a sheltered life for you.”’ 





Picture spread on Uta Hagen, femme lead of the Chicago og | 
0 

major layout the mag has carried on the show in the last 13 months. 
No other legit presentation has ever had such coverage in the pub- 
lication. First spread, shortly after the opening, was on the play itself, 
and subsequent ones covered Tennessee Williams, the author, an 
Marlon Brando, lead in the original production at the Barrymore, N. *. 





Pittsburgh crix last week went all out for Marilyn Landers, new 
“Laurey” in national company of “Oklahoma!” Gal, who moved up 
lead from role of “Giggling Gertie,” made a nice impression on the boys. 
She’s only 20 and the daughter of George Landers, manager of E. 
Loew’s theatre in Hartford. 


one 


| following the parade, and then only achieved a seat when somebody | 
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~~ Total Broadway Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on Vartety’s 
poxoffice estimates, for last week and the corresponding week of 


last season: 


This Last aid : 
| Srossing a sock $23,000 for its five 
t Season Season | performances (four days). At a/| 
Number of os oot ee . 27 3 !$3 top, with house seating 3,500. | 
Total weeks played so far by all shows............ 739 806 | troupe wound up its two-week | 


Total gross for all current shows last week... . $674,000 
Total season’s gross so far for all shows... $17,575,800 $17,236,900 | $44,000 take. 


j 


Two Boff Weeks With 446 


|. The N. Y. City Ballet Co. fin- 
|ished its second and final week at 
| City Center, N. Y., Sunday (23), | 


$693,500 | stay of 10 performances with al 
House was practical- | 








N.Y. City Ballet Winds Up | 


B'way Grosses Hold to Strong Pace: 
Girls’ 51G, Kate’ 466, ‘Shoes’ 406, 
Chaillot’ $22,000, ‘Anne’ $33,500 


Broadway continued to ride a,caught on and now seers set for 


Number of new productions so far................ aad 40 | ly SRO the second week, except seasonal boxoffice crest last week, an extended run; best week’s 
is | for Sunday’s matinee. ' grosses generally holding their, gross yet at $22,000. 
ee | Engagement marks first t f , i , , “ ” j 
st me tor’ own from the previous week’s up- Mister Roberts,” Alvin (49th 
surge, and in some cases even wk) (CD-1,357; $4.80). As usual, 


° S ) e W h . i2 resident ballet company in his- 
Chi B.0. trong espite eat er; friAy now ha , tallet eee 


é e ? ‘ 9 ] | expected ee mee 50.00 . 
Brigadoon $33,800, ‘Streetcar’ 17146 S:Pss Ser iss cetens 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 4 


add to its opera and symphony, 
on the 


er’s directors are so pleased with 
standards and draw of its troupe 





Icy streets didn’t affect legit 


scene here, since the five lit houses | 


husky )b.o.’s. Opening of 
‘aan the Roof,” at Great North- 
ern, was a boff homecoming for 
Jerry Lester eon: 
and next to final week for “Briga- 
doon” kept ticket-takers hopping. 
“Mister Roberts” got usual heavy 
draw from conventioneers with 
near SRO prevailing. 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Brigadoon,” Shubert (16th wk) 
(2.100; $4.94). Sell-outs already 
registered for last performances 
next week. Nice $33,800. 

Dante, Studebaker (2d wk) (1,- 
246: $3.10). B.o. steadily climbing, 
with fair $12,000. 

“Mister Roberts,” Erlanger (19th 
wk) (1,344; $4.33). Getting husky 
play as usual with sock $29,000. 


“Raze the Roof,” Great Northern | 


(1st wk) (1,500; $3.71). Laugh show 
faring well in first week; okay 
$15,000. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Har- 
ris (17th wk) (1,000; $4.33). Taper- 
ing off slightly, but still plenty 
profitable at $17,500. 


‘BORN YESTERDAY’ 146, 
‘BLACKOUTS’ 176, L.A. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 25. 
Town’s two new attractions got 





and Ada Leonard, | 


off to slow starts last week. “Born | 
bert, Bost. (24-29); Forrest, Philly | 31. 


Yesterday”’ met unanimous critical 
acclaim after its Biltmore bow but 
was slow in building. ‘“Icelandia,” 
which debuted at Las Palmas, drew 
mixed reactions. 

Estimates for Last Week 


“Blackouts of 1949,” El Capitan | 


(344th wk) (1,142; $2.30). Still $17,- 
000. 

“Born Yesterday,” Biltmore (1st 
wk) (1,636; $3.60. First week’s $14,- 


000 profitable but not up to hopes. | 
Started Sunday performances this | 


week (23) and is building. 

“Icelandia,” Las Palmas (1st wk) 
(388; $3.60). First four days after 
Wednesday (19) opening brought 
so-so $3,000. 


‘Medea’ 17G in 5, Mpls.; 
$8,000 in Three, St. Paul 


, Minneapolis, Jan. 25. 
‘Medea,” with Judith Anderson, 
moved across from St. Paul on the 





coldest night of the winter but still | (24-25): 


managed to grab a neat $17,000 in 
pe performances at Lyceum the- 
re, 
Show had taken an estimated $8,- 
in three performances at St. 
Paul Auditorium. 


Wynn 306, St. Louis 


; St. Louis, Jan. 25. 
Despite the worst snowstorm in 
years and opposition from many 
quarters, “Ed Wwnn’s Laugh Car- 
nival” wound up a profit-taking, 
Sac, week stand at the American 
aturday (22). The house was 
Scaled to $3.66 and nine perform- 
oon 8rossed an estimated $30,- 
thei went overboard with 
elr plaudits for Wynn, Phil 
er, Pat Rooney, Allan Jones and 
e piece, 
American is dark this week. Kay 


rancis opens Mond is y 
orite Stranger.” ay (31) in “Fav 


‘Annie’ 3314G, Balto 


Baltimore, Jan. 25. 











“Annie 


meted the first of a two-week book- 

mopped ces, neve last week and 

wi i a 

| total. . hap deeohet 
xtra Performance Sunda 

y (23) 

win warted off the second round, 

wy) leonies completely sold out 

e entire week, and continued 


a 
pre sl figured to. top the initial 








Joanna Albus has been named 


executive vice i i 

- -president of Muni- 
Win Concerts, Houston, of which 
ns Z. Rozan is prez. Miss 
tone S was previously stage man- 
oly N. Y. for Tennessee Wil- | 
sire,” 


that they plan to restrict ballet of- 
ferings to their own company, in- 
stead of leasing the house to other 
troupes as in the past. The Ballet 
Russe de Monte Carlo is in for a 
guest engagement next month, on 
an old booking, which will be the 
windup for outside dance troupes 
there. 


Current Road Shows 


(Jan. 24-Feb. 5) 
“Allegro”—Curran, Frisco (24-5). 
“Annie Get Your Gun”—Ford’s. 

Balto. (24-29); Lyric, All. (31-2); 
Rajah, Reading (3-4). | 
“At War With the Army”—Wil- 


bur, Bost. (24-5). Vi k ? AL ( H h 
“Blackouts of 1948”—El Capitan, | ° 
L. A., (24-5). — a e V, u 9 


“Born Yesterday”—Biltmore, L. | 


A. (24-5). | ¢ - . 

“Brigadoon”—Shubert, Chi (24-| 
29); Davidson,’ Mil. (31-5). | ine ; ’ 

“Dante”—Studebaker, Chi (24-5) | 

“Death of a Salesman”—Locust, | 
Philly (24-5). 

“Desert Song’—Shubert, Philly 
(24-29); Court, Spfid. (31-1); Aud., 
Hart. (3-5). 

“Favorite Stranger” — Shubert-| ; ‘ | 
Laf., Det. (24-29); Amer., St. Louis| “Richard III” in Richard Whorf’s 
(31-5). production, with him in the title 

“Finian’s Rainbow” — Cass, Det.|role, came into the Copley last 
(24-29); Shubert, Chi (31-5). |week as the only entry and got 

“Harvey”—Victory, Dayton (24-| practically the top notices of the 
26); Aud., L’ville (27-29); Black-|year. Biz, however, was way off and 
stone, Chi (31-5). 

“Harvey”—Acad., N’hamptn (24);|penses. Other houses were gener- 
Strand, Albany (25-26);  Lyric,|ally so-so. | 
Utica (27-29); Majesty’s, Mont’l (31-| Season seems to be sagging at | 
5). ithe moment in prospects, with only | 

“High Button Shoes” — Royal|one opener this week in “At War 








Boston, Jan. 25. 


Gol OK $18,400 


failed to make the running ex- ‘trend, and the drama now appears 


From in- the only variation is the number 
main- of standees; almost $35,000. 
“Oh, Mr. Meadowbrook,” Golden 


edging up a bit further. 
dications, business should 
tain the strong pace for the next 


couple of months. (4th wk) (C-1,057; $4.80). Was 
There were three closings Satur- slated to close Saturday (22), but 
day night (22), “The Shop at Sly got more financing and another re- 
Corner,” “Leaf and Bough” and prieve; must fold at the end of 
“The Victors.” Two new entries next week, as the house has anoth- 
arrive this week, “Forward the er booking: $4,000. 
Heart” and “Carousel,” the latter “Private Lives,” Plymouth (16th 
for a limited run at pop prices. wk) (C-1,062; $4.80). Bankhead’s 
Scheduled for next week are “Dia- vaude field day remains a public 
mond Lil” at the Coronet, Feb. 5, draw; piling up profits at $24,000. 
and “Blood Wedding” at New “Red Gloves,” Mansfield (7th 
Stages, Feb. 6 wk) (D-1,041; $4.80). End of thea- 
Estimates for Last Week tre parties next week should indi- 
| Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), Cate whether Charles Boyer’s per- 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), SOnal pull can mainiain the pace. 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). With a running nut of about 
“All for Love,” Hellinger (st $19,000, the show has been making 


: . : “ . - a moderate operating profit; 
jl Sie ee ae underquoted last week: $24,500. ; 
Anthony B. Farrell opened Satur- ot) ie ee ~~. +. 
day night (22) to murderous no- at ; $4.80). pan _ 

tices: got about $2300 on the to unanimous pans, closed Satur- 
preem has 8 nut ef around $26 day og? (22) after seven perfosm- 

oe ree “ances; $4,800. 

Siene a ee sag A “Silver Whistle,” Biltmore (9th 
(2d wk) (R-1,160: $6). Despite wk) (C-920; $4.80). Theatre Guild’s 


. # lick comedy is making a neat 
|mixed notices, business has been a . , : : 
| encouraging, but next week should W@ekly operating profit; slightly 


| give better indication of its payoff pat tor to ee Se: 
prospects; first full week strong! ..* 60th %) t 1 — 0), 
$30,000. Back to virtual hiatelie gan and 

| ne Dike oy tf yrreen i a cinch to play the balance of the 


; ; season; $25,000. 
ance rose again with the general | “The Victors,” New Stages (4th 


wk) (D-299; $3). First production 
of the season for New Stages did 
fairly well, though it failed to pay 
off for the cooperative group; 
closed Saturday night (22); $3,200, 

“Where’s Charley?,” St. James 


a cinch to run at least the balance 
of the season; $33,500. 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Im- 
perial (141st wk) (M-1,472; $6.60). 
Set to close Feb. 19; slid to $28,700. 


Alex., Tor. (24-29); Nixon, Pitt. (31- | 
5). 
“Make Mine Manhattan’—Shu- 


with the Army” at the Wilbur. 
“They Knew What They Wanted” 
and “The Big Knife” are due Jan. 


Estimates for Last Week 


(31-5). 
“Man and Superman”—Cox, “Figure of a Girl,” Colonial (2d 


| Cincy (24-29); Murat, Indpls. (31-| week) (1,500; $3.60). Second week 


Get Your Gun” com- | $45,000. 


5); Aud., L’ville (2-3); Aud., Mem-|of this Guild show was an esti- 
'phis (4-5). | mated $18,400. 

“Medea”—Hartman, Col. (24-26);| “Make Mine Manhattan,” Shu- 
Town, Toledo (27-29); Cass, Det.| bert (2d week) (1,750; $4.80). Sec- 


| (31-5). ‘ond week held to a good estimated 
“Mr. Roberts” — Erlanger, Chi.| $27,500, Friday night snow storm 
(24-5). |cutting into the take. 


“My Name Is Aquilon” (“Figure| “O Mistress Mine,” Plymouth 
a ay a a 

~ stress ne’”’—Court, - 5 
fid. (24-26); Acad., N’>hampton (OD: week with estimated $10,100; not 
Aud., Hartford (28-29): Erie, Sche- | too profitable but reasonably satis- 
/nectady (31); Aud., Roch. (1-2); Er- pr semen considering offish biz every- 

langer, Buff. (3-5). ; where. 

“Oklahoma!” (No. 1 Co.)\—Murat,| _ “Richard II,” Copley (1st week) 
eee: oat Veta, Whestog |’ fad dheala Giee ited 
if o i. | 

“Oklahoma!” (No. 2 Co.)—Nixon, |the b.o. but the uptown house just 
Pe a a: Ty ei lgocet dattnated Satna ict 

‘Raze e Roof”—Gt. No’thn, | . ’ ye 
| Chi. (24-5). | where near enough to carry the big 

“Show Boat”—Home, Okla. City — pow yy eel pee week cur- 
Hall, Tulsa (26); Music | om a Sy oo Sols ate.” 
(31-2) KENT, Dec Moke’ oan | prattie (500, $1.90" This ail 
| (31-2); , Des Moines (3-5). | Brat » $1.80). - 

“Streetcar Named Desire”— Equity stock company has long had 
Harris, Chi. (24-5). a faithful audience that keeps the 

“The Big Knife’—Shubert, N. house gross around $2,000, and this 

Haven (26-29); Plymouth, Bost. (31- beter ge _ tt cae 
). 400. 

“The Frisco | Franklin Trask, who operates about 

(24-5). |a dozen strawhatters, 


“They Knew What They Wanted” | 
—Forrest. Philly (24-29); Shubert, ‘Show Boat’ 35G (6), Denv 


ius pis | $6,000 in Boulder, Col. 


Heiress”—Geary, 











| “As the Girls Go,” Winter Gar-| 
den (10th wk) (M-1,519; $7.20). An- 
other great week for the Country’s 


(15th wk) (M-1,509; $6). Is back in 
—_ stride after the year-end dip 
(and possibly the world’s) top 2%¢ 1s now a bet to play through 
| legit grosser; standee limit nightly, | the season; $36,900. 





| comedy, now the longest-run en- | 

| try on the list, completes its third | 

|year Feb. 3 with no sign of sub-| . 9 e 

| siding, although two-for-ones ed hg y 
9 

$3). mga} Rodgers-Oscar Ham Philadelphia, Jan. 25. 

| merstein, 2d, musical version Of! ‘There is one subject and one 

chilim, (Presented by the Thea only on everybody's tongue and 

; : lay, which preemed at the Locust 

| wk) (D-1,214; $4.80). London im-| P44 p C ‘ L 

| port remains one of the top agency | Saturday (22). Received with noisy 

‘calls, going virtually clean every 4nd unashamed excitement and en- 

| week; $28,000 again. |thusiasm, given rave notices such 

|Street (D-921; $4.80). Play by Ber- 

|nard Reines, presented by Theatre | of a Salesman” is sure to mount to 

‘Enterprises, Inc. (Anthony J. | absolute-capacity within a few per- 

Parella & Leon J. Bronesky),| formances. It is playing a two 

(10th wk) (CD-931; $4.80). Fay | tomorrow, judging by the way tick- 

—— ee ee a strong -ets are going. The new show— 

| audience-getter, Uv. _without benefit of marquee names, 

(67th wk) (M-1,900; $6). Holdover  80t $3,000 in its opening perform- 

back after the general post-holiday | b.o. activity is being caused by a 

‘slump and is now figured to con- | Stark, 100% tragedy! 

'tinue through the spring; almost; Biz last week was good in gen- 

$40.000. eral, the big surprise being the re- 


with only midweek matinee not go- | 
| ing clean; topped $51,100. F ; 
“Born Yesterday,” Miller (155th Wanted $74 0M) 
| wk) (C-940; $4.80). arson Kanin | 
| ) * 
| still a factor; $14,000. 
| “Carousel,” City Center (M-3,025; 

* mind among theatre circles today, 
| eek Me eek eee iit 'and that is the new Arthur Miller 
| “Forward the Heart,” 48th as have been seen here few times 

‘in the last quarter-century, “Death 
opens Friday night (28). * weeks’ engagement at the Locust, 
| “Goodbye, My Fancy,” Morosco and will hit sell-out proportions by 
| “High Button Shoes,” Broadway 
musical has made a strong come- 2¢e. And all this excitement and 
“Howdy, Mr. Ice,” Center (31st vival of “They Knew What They 
wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). Seasonal slide ; Wanted.” 


| Denver, Jan. 25. (for this skating spectacle is less | Estimates for Last Week 
Fi oe 306 D t it: | In two Colorado spots, both |evident than normally; nice; “They Knew What They Want- 
Inian $ ’ eirol ’ 'booked by A. M. Oberfelder, “Show $33.000. d,” Forrest (1st week) (1,766; 


.. - ? 'Boat” drew to near capacity. In) 
Francis- Stranger’ 9G Denver's “Auditorium, ‘with’ four, 
it. J 25 nights and two matinees (3,200. 

“Finian’s OE a rie deassee Seats), the take was a big $35,000, 
almost $30,000 last week for al oe Reg Fall gut My rieey 
second semester at the Cass here. | 7, Bouider, in the Mackey Audi- 


Kay Francis, starring in the pre- + orium (2,500 seats) at $3. the gross. 
| Broadway “Favorite Stranger,” did was a smash $6,000. $3, g 


\ mild $9,000. Civie Light Opera 
The Detroit Civic Lig a ‘ ’ ° 
| Co. presentation - —— pn Okla.! $37,300, Pitt | 
i , did a stro 
a = Pittsburgh, Jan. 25. 
They’re still that way about 


“Oklahoma!” around —, Lag ol 
‘ ? 'tre Guild musical came bac re) 

Allegro $34,800 Week ithe Nixon last week a4 mgt bred 

53 ity, Jan. 25. (and rung up better t an i 

Weather a gpl a dl for all, for the first half of its return. | 
three days of “Allegro” date here | New mark is expected to be estab- | 
Jan. 20-22, but failed to put more lished the current week. ' 
than a light dent in play’s gross. | High Button Shoes” comes in 
|Five performances in three days Monday (31) for two weeks, with | 
|hit a fine $24,000, nearly 90% of the Sylvia Sydney-John Loder “O 
‘the Music Hall’s capacity. ye Mistress Mine” likely to follow. | 
top was $4.27 with matinee top a 
1$3°66 for both Friday and Saturday| | ‘Okla’ 3814G Split Take | 
| afternoons. Musical grossed a Springfield, Mo., Jan. 25. tM 
| juicy $10,800 the first half of the) No. 2 company of “Oklahoma! 
| week in Des Moines. pulled a gross of $38,500 last week 
Advance sale already is good for’ between the Auditorium, St. Jo- 




















“A Streetcar Named De-| “Showboat” due in for six shows |seph; Memorial Hall, Joplin, -and | 


Mosque here, 


‘Jan. 27-30. 


| (14th wk) 


|(M-1,319; $6). First week of Sunday 


ed, 
“Inside U. S. A.,” Majestic (39th $3.90). Revival with Paul Muni has 
wk) (R-1,659; $6). Holdover musi- clicked very positively here on 
cal has recovered from the sea-' strength of excellent notices. Got 
sonal lull and the absence of Bea- | surprising $24,000 in first week, 


tr Rg nesriy o Geatuse (ath with ATS subscription rates tend- 

wk) (M-1,654; $6). Continues to be | ~~ seme. iis 

the hottest ticket on the list; I ¢ an, u 

standees almost every perform-|‘OPened Saturday night) (1,580; 

ance. Theatre parties limiting the $3.25). A very fine $3,000 on 

gross to $46,000. | preem performance, and will be 
“Leaf and Bough,” Cort (1st wk) | Sell-out by tomorrow night. Ter- 

(D-1,604; $4.80). Opened last Fri- | Tific hit with first-nighters and 

day night (21) to poor notices; first | crix. 

three performances took in $3,700.| _ Blackstone, Walnut (2d week) 
“Lend an Ear,” National (6th wk) (1,340; $2.60). Another $9,000 in 

(R-1,172; $6). As with most clicks, | second and last week. Excellent 

matinees are the only light per-| for magician. 

— Almost capacity at | — woo mone,” or. (ist 
9.000. | week) (1,877; 25). evival re- 
“Life With Mother,” Empire ported $22 a2 in first of two 
(C-1,082; $4.80). Still | " ; 

pote | weeks, getting fairly good notices. 


near capacity pace; $22.300. 
‘Harvey’ 186, New Haven 


“Light Up the Sky,” Royale (10th 
wk) (C-1,035; na oy Another com- | 
edy that approaches capacity every | 
4 AAC . d at New Haven, Jan. 25. 
Shubert played a full week of 
the Joe E. Brown “Harvey” troupe 


week: $25.800. 
“Love Life,” 46th St. (16th wk) | 
‘last week (17-22) for a fair $18,000 
_in eight performances at $3.60 top. 
Current week has preem of “The 
= Knife” in for five shows (26- 
9). 





performances boosted attendance; 
okav at $27,900. 

“Madwoman of Chaillot,” Belasco 
(3d wk) (C-1,077; $4.80). Original 
comedy was a slow starter, but has 


ER Serre een 

















AAO Ne Rie ee a nee ee ee 





are 


tlt pl n etonein oe illipmaatih ntininiil 
et 


siitehatiinme ee 


© EE eRe © tte 


tes 





60 LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, January 26, 1949 





Plays on Broadway 


All for Love 


Sammy Lambert and Anthony B. Far- 
rell production of revue in two acts (22 
scenes). Stars Grace and Paul Hartman, 
Bert Wheeler; features Patricia Wymore, 
Milada Mladova, Dick Smart, Leni Lynn, 
Kathryne Mylroie, Milton Frome, Paul 
Reed, Budd Rogerson, June Graham, Rich- 
ard D’Arcy. Music and lyrics, Allen Rob- 
erts & Lester Lee, Michel Emer & Sammy 
Gallop, Peter Howard Weiss; sketches, 
Jane Bishir, Billy K. Wells, Ted Luce, 
Grace & Paul Hartman, Max Shulman; di- 
rector, Edward Reveaux; choreography 
and musical staging, Eric Victor; scenery, 
Edward Gilbert; costumes, Billy Living- 
ston; musical direction, Clay Warnick; 
orchestrations, Ted Royal, Don Walker. 
Robert Russell Bennett, Hans Spielak. At 
Mark Hellinger, N. Y., Jan. 22. °49; $6 
top ($9.60 opening). 

Cast: Grace & Paul 
Wheeler, Patricia Wymore, Milada Mla- 
dova, Dick Smart, Leni Lynn, Kathryne 
Mylroie, Milton Frome, Paul Reed, Budd 
Rogerson, June Graham, Richard D'Arcy, 
Jack Warner. 

Singers, dancers, etc.: Janie Janvier, 
Carol Lee, Prue Ward, Frank Stevens, 
Carl Conway, Sid Lawson, Tom Bowman, 
Eric Kristen, Tiny Shimp. Peter Gladke, 
Onna White, Bill Thompson, Bob Shawley, 
Yvonne Tibor, Helen Wenzel. Janet 


Hartman, Bert 





Bethel. Norma Dogett. Jean MHandzlik, 
Marilyn Frechette. John Henson, Arthur 
Carroll. Verne Rogers, Gloria Benson, 
Ann Blackburn, Ruth Edberg, Arlyne 
Frank, Helen Schurgot. 

Seldom have so many contrib- 


uted so much to so little as in “All 
for Love.” This revue, for which a 
sizable fortune has been spent and 
dozens of people have supplied 
material and brought their pres- 
ence, is a strikingly handsome but 
otherwise hopelessly mediocre 


show. It represents an appalling 
waste. : 
When the outstanding thing 


about a revue is the beauty of the 
scenery and costumes it’s a dismal 
comment on the’ entertainment 
quality of the show. But that is 
the case with “All for Love.” Again 
and again during the 22 scenes the 
decorative settings and stunning 
costumes put to shame the tedious 
comedy, monotonous music and, 
with few exceptions, commonplace 
dancing. “All for Love” has the 
hopeless misfortune of seeming 
longer than it really is. 

The show’s merits can be briefly 
listed. Grace and Paul Hartman 
manage not to seem foolish, though 
some of their material is so anemic 
it’s practically transparent. They’re 
attractive and occasionally divert- 
ing, as in the Bond clothes sign 


travesty or the dramatic rehearsal 
sketch. 
Bert Wheeler, afflicted with 


dreary material, extracts occasional 
smiles from a front-of-the-curtain 
take-off of Robert Morley and a 
burlesque wrestling match. Milada 
Mladova has one graceful ballet 
number (without program credit) 
and Jack Warner does a short but 
electrifying tap routine (also not 
listed in the program. June Gra- 
ham also has a notable, though con- 
ventionally conceived, dance. 

“All for Love” has no underly- 
ing theme, but appears to have 
been assembled from whatever was 
at hand. Several sketches and 
numbers start fairly promisingly, 
such as the “Edward, My Son” 
parody, the “Big Four” spoof of 
name choreographers (though both 
are familiar ideas) or the Hart- 
mans’ sea diver skit, but inevitably 
fall into slapstick or just peter out. 
None of the music is memorable 
and the singing is ordinary. Much 
of the dancing is meaningless hoof- 
ing. There’s littile semblance of 
routining or direction. 

The production is announced to 


SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 
Play, Brokers and 


Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Street, New York 
71623 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood 46, Cal. 























EUROPEAN REPRESENTATIVE 


Director-Producer going on business 
tour of Kurope—Will act as contact 
man Re: seripts; talent; investigate 
ideas, promotions, Leaving March 26. 


Box V-12, Variety 
154 W. 46th St., New York 19, N. Y. 








| Myra Warren 
| Attie Warren 


have cost $250,000 and looks it. 
The entire amount was supplied by 
co-producer Anthony B. Farrell, the 


upstate New York heir and indus- 


trialist who was the sole bankroller 
of Sammy Lambert’s $200,000 pres- 
entation of the musical flop, “Hold 
It,” last season. Farrell also spent 
around $1,500,000 to buy and ren- 
ovate the Hollywood theatre, which 
he has renamed the Mark Helling- 
er, to house this revue. All of 
which is learning show business 
the hard way, even if he can afford 
it. Hobe. 


The Shop at Sly Corner 


production of melo- 
drama in three acts by Edward Percy. 
Stars Boris Karloff; features Una O’Con- 
nor, Ethel Griffies, Reginald Mason, Em- 
mett Rogers. Directed by Margaret 


Gant Gaither 


Perry; setting and costumes, Willis 
Knightson. At Booth, N. Y., Jan. 18, °49; 
$4.80 top ($6 opening). 

Archie Fellowes ; Jay Robinson 


Descius Heiss Boris Karloff 
Margaret Heiss 
Joan Deal ren 
Mathilde Heiss......... 
Mrs. Catt 
Robert Graham 
Corder Morris 
Steve Hubbard 
John Elliot 


Mary MacLeod 

.. Jane Lloyd-Jones 
Ethel Griffies 
Una O’Connor 
Philip Saville 
Emmett Rogers 
Alfred Hyslop 
Mason 


cE Sige Reginald 

Typically British melodrama has 
a deliberate, machine-made quality, 
with the usual stuffing of elaborate 
stage business and eccentric char- 
acters. It has slow pace and ob- 
vious story quality, and is too in- 
substantial to pay off on Broadway. 

Play was originally done in Lon- 
don. reportedly having had a two- 
year run there. It was produced in 
the U. S. seven years ago, under 
the title, “Play with Fire,”” being 
abandoned during its road tryout. 
Producer-director at that time was 
Reginald Denham, who previously 
collaborated with the author, Ed- 
ward Percy, on “Ladies in Retire- 
ment” and other plays. Republic 
recently released an English-made 
screen version tabbed “Code of 
Scotland Yard.” 

Considering the _ dust-covered 
script, the cast does reasonably 
well. Boris Karloff, looking hand- 
some and distinguished in a beard, 
is plausible and ingratiating, but 
fumbles the French accent of the 
antique dealer and jewel fence 
who throttles his blackmailing 
clerk. Una OConnor has a char- 

acter woman’s field day with the 
traditional part of a comedy maid, 
and Ethel Griffies does what she 
can to clarify the role of the old 
man’s hysterical sister. 

Reginald Mason is capable in the 
small part of a detective, Emmett 
Rogers is believable as a jewel 
|thief, Jay Robinson makes the 
blackmailer thoroughly obnoxious, 
‘while Mary MacLeod and Jane 
|Lloyd-Jones are decorative’ in 
ingenue parts and Philip Saville is 
an acceptable juvenile. Margaret 
Perry’s direction is supple, but 
permits some hokum_ character 
acting. Willis Knightson’s single 
setting looks authentic. Opening 
night curtains and house lights 
were badly mishandled. 

Actors in the version that Den- 
ham produced in 1941 included, in 
‘the order listed in the cast above, 
‘Howard Johnson, Henry Hiull, 
|Mary Orr, Joen Arliss, Olga Fuchs, 
Octavia Kenmore, Thomas Speidel, 
Horace McMahon, George Spelvin 
‘and Arthur Pierson. Raymond 
| Sovey did the scenery. Hobe. 
| (Closed Saturday (22) 
seven performances.) 


Leaf and Bough 


Charles P. Heidt presentation of Rouben 
Mamoulian production of drama in three 
acts by Joseph Hayes. Features Richard 
Hart, Coleen Gray. Directed and lighted 
by Mamoulian; Carl Kent. At 
Cort, N. Y., Jan. 21, $4.80 top ($6 
opening). 
Bert Warren 


after 


settings. 
"48; 


Anthony Ross 
Dorothy Elder 
a Aree Louise Buckley 
Mary Linn Beller 
William Jeffrey 

Coleen Gray 
Alice Reinheart 

David White 
Charlton Heston 
Richard Hart 

Jared Reed 


Re Sear 
Grandpa Nelson 
Nan Warren 
Laura Campbell 
Frederick Campbell 
Glenn Campbell 
Mark Campbell 
Harlan Adams 
Dr. Vincent Cullen 


oo 


ee 





“Leaf and Bough” represents a 


‘disappointing start for a new play- 











THE FIRST OF AN INVITATION SERIES BY 
AN AMERICAN PLAYWRIGHT 


3 Outstanding Comedies: 


SHAKESPEARE COMES TO BROADWAY 
THE LAST AMERICAN 
PAGING A ONE MISPLACED EYEBROW 





An invitation is extended to all groups actively engaged in the produc- 
tion of plays to try the temper and range of the new. Each a complete 
comedy. Each is of a mood and distinct character. Your needs can 
best determine which one of the above plays you may want to produce 
—you can give as many as six performances without the need to pay a 
royalty. Further, a copy of the plays will be sent without cost. 


Write: DILEO PLAY PROPERTIES 


1407 70th ST., NORTH BERGEN, N. J. 
No performance is authorized unless permission is first obtained in writing; 
and, of necessity, the royalty free offer made in connection with the above 
mentioned plays will terminate at midnight, April 30th, 1949. 











wright, Joseph Hayes. It’s an earn- 
est effort, written with a familiar- | 


| ity with the author’s Indiana back- | 


ground, but it seems talky, slow, 
wavering and curiously undra- 
matic. The few effective passages 


fail to coalesce into a continuous | 


story, and the play is buried un- 
der a ponderous production. The 
result is unfortunate. 


Yarn is presented in alternate , 


scenes on a divided stage, repre- 
senting the kitchen-dining room of 
a farmhouse and the living room 
of house in town. Two other scenes 
take place on a country hilltop. 
The action involves an_ eager. 
clear-eyed farm girl and a rather 
complex town boy, whose romance 
is complicated by the bigotry and 
eynicism of their respective fam- 
ilies. 

A scrim, used at the start to in- 
dicate the relationship of the two 
principal locales, presently tends 
to impede the action and mar the 
illusion. Also the complicated 
lighting, cluttered stage and nu- 
merous props also hinder the ac- 
tors. Finally, the performance 
seems raggedly paced. 

Richard Hart is plausible as the 
confused but essentially upright 
hero, while Coleen Gray is appeal- 
ing and properly forthright as the 
girl. There are also acceptable per- 
formances by Anthony Ross as a 


self-righteous farmer, Dorothy 
Elder as his disillusioned wife, 
Louise Buckley as a_ morbidly 


moral spinster, Mary Linn Beller 
as an admiring kid sister, William 
Jeffrey as a sympathetic gaffer, 
Alice Reinheart as a_ soiled ex- 
siren, David White as her weak 
husband, Charlton Heston as a 
frightened bully, Jared Reed as a 
bucolic beau and Tom McElhany 
as a philosophic doctor. 


“Leaf and Bough” won a play 
contest for its author, was done 
last spring by Margo Jones at her 
Theatre °48 in Dallas and was 
slated for presentation by the Ex- 
perimental Theatre when Charles 
P. Heidt acauired the script and 
hroucht in Rouben Mamoulian to 
produce it. Hobe. 

(Closed Saturday (22) after 
three performances.) 


Play Abroad 


Les Oeufs de L’Autruche 
(THE EGGS OF THE OSTRICH) 
* Paris, Jan. 14. 


Yvonne Printemps and Pierre Fresnay 
presentation of comedy in two acts by 








Andre’ Roussin. Directed by Fresnay. 
Set by J. P. Genisset. At Michodiere, 
Paris. 

Hippolyte Barjas ; Pierre Fresnay 
are . Jean-Henri Chambois 
Roger ie we Clement Thierry 
Therese ....Marguerite Cavadaski 
Mme. Grombert......Germaine De France 
BEE, 5 cA cle bidse WAS ak Germaine Lancay 





This comedy is locally a smash. 
This is _ mostly due to the way 
Pierre Fresnay makes palatable 
the brazen exposure of a family’s 
breakdown. It’s doubtful as a 
picture theme even here, where 
homosexuality is not yet considered 
/screen material, and for U. S. it 
may debar it from Broadway. 
|. Fresnay, as a typical French 
businessman, is kicking about the 
way his wife has brought up his 


two sons, 20 and 17 years old. When | 


he reproaches his wife, she answers 
| that he should have seen himself 
| what was going on, that he de- 


"| liberately blinded himself to it, like 
an ostrich hiding its head in the’ 


sand to forgetgdanger. 


Fresnay is effective as the father, 
making role typical of the French 
bourgeois whose moral standards. 
unchanged for generations, are 
suddenly deteriorating due to 
changes in the French way of life. 
His lines are packed with colloquial 
expressions which he manages to_ 
—— 4 a = aren though% 
oarse makes them 
rag tron oth | 


The younger son, done by Clem- 
ent Thierry, is also most realistic. 
Marguerite Cavadaski, as 
frustrated wife, is also very good. 
Germaine de France as the mother- 
in-law, Jean Henri Chambois as the 
relative who always was a silent | 
admirer of the wife, as well as 
Germaine Nancey as the maid- 
servant, acquit themselves well of 
minor parts. 

_ The comedy is a true and cruel 
indictment of the current way of 
living in many French families, 
where the children are morally 


deviating from the straight and 


narrow without the parents doing 
anything about it until it’s too late. 
If a foreigner had penned this 
stage exposure of current French 
parental carelessness, he would un- 
doubtedly be accused of slandering 
this country. Fresnay’s savoir 
faire and the clever dialog make 
the audience like the play. 
Production is simple, with one 
set showing a middle-class drawing 
room. Fresnay’s direction is un- 
erring. Mazi. 


woman of Chaillot”); Walter Wil- 


the , Boat”); Earl McDonald, Guy Toma- 





Blitzstein and Robbins’ 
‘Guests’ in Provocative 
Preem by N.Y. City Baller 


Composer Marc Blitzstein, whos 
musical version of Lillian Hell. 
man’s “The Little Foxes” wij be 
produced by Cheryl Crawford next 
season, and choreographer Jerom 
Robbins, who will stage the danse 
for the Irving Berlin musical, 
“Miss Liberty,” this season, have 
combined for a provocative piece 
of dance theatre in the ballet, “The 


Legit Bits 


Jean Rosenthal, prez of Theatre 
Production Service, who just fin- 
‘ished a Broadway stint handling 
‘lighting for the N. Y. City Ballet 
Co., at City Center, leaves N. Y. 
tomorrow (Thurs.) for an eight- | 
week tou of college and little the-| 
atres in 50 cities. 

Sneak thieves broke into Jose, 














Ferrer’s dressing room at the Bilt-| Guests,” which the N. Y. Cit 
more, N. Y., last Wednesday (19) | Ballet Co. premiered at the City 
during second act of “The Silver | Center, N. Y., last Thursday (99), 


The work is _ Blitzstein’s first 
score written for a ballet. and 
Robbins’ first choreographic ere. 
ation in two years. Choreographic. 
ally, the ballet is thin in spots and 
often not clevr. The libretto ap- 
parently is icerned with dis. 
crimination in society, and is stated 
by means of a group of caste-mem. 
bers who refuse to accept an alien 
into their midst. In one sense this 
is too simply stated; from another 
it is too complex, or blurred. But 
the dance movements are intrigu- 
ing, and in the central pas de deux 
(which Maria Tallchief and Nich- 
olas Magallanes dance superbly) 
they are beautiful. 

Blitzstein’s score 


Whistle,” and stole actor's jacket, | 
gold pen and pencil, and other 
items ... Mildred Natwick back 
from Coast after making two pix 
for John Ford Peggy Wood 
playing a research doctor in Philco 
TV Playhouse production of “Dark 
Hammock,” opposite Sidney Black- 
mer ... American Theatre Wing’s 
Professional Training Program 
moving to new quarters, 121 W. 
54th st.. N. Y. Jose Ferrer for- 
mally opening same as guest lec- 
turer Monday (31)... Scenic de- 
signer Mordecai Gorelik and his 
son, Eugene, sailed for Rome last 
week French novelist - play- 
wright Maurice Dekobra due in 
New York Feb. 3 on the De Grasse 
with several scripts he’s bringing; modern rhythms, sat times pleas. 
along for production. |antly dissonant, generally melo- 
Rowland Field, Newark News| dious, and much the better of the 
drama critic, to Havana for eight-| ballet collaboration. It is good 
day vacation. Ditto N. Y. News/ musical theatre writing, as often 
theatre columnist Robert Sylvester | Broadwayish as not. It is also 
and singer Bunty Pendleton (Mrs. | strongly positive in character and 
Sylvester) Elliott Nugent is | highly listenable. 
due east shortly to co-produce with The N. Y. City Ballet troupe 
Theatre, Inc., “The Fundamental danced the ballet with great spirit, 
George,” by Max Wylie and John | Francisco Moncion, as leader of 
Gibbs. He'll also direct and star. the caste-members, dancing and 


is tangy in 


He has just finished directing “Mr. | miming with great authority, and 
Belvedere Goes to College” for| Miss Tallchief and Magallanes 
20th-Fox . . . Alvin Brandt has re- | bringing sensitivity and style as 


signed from the ANTA to join the 
national office of AGVA . .. With 
Mae West recovered from her re- 
cent appendicitis attack. ‘Diamond 
Lil’ is due to open Feb. 5 at the 
Coronet, N. Y. . . . Sol Jacobson has 
joined the Richard Maney public- 
ity office to p.a. the Richard Whorf 


| well as high technical excellence 
| to their performance as the strange 
“guests.” Bron. 


Roerick Quits ‘Heiress’ 
For ‘Happiest’ Revise 


William Roerick has withdrawn 





edition of “Richard III” pending : ‘ 
the arrival of “The Ivy Green,” |from the touring “Heiress” com- 
Hall Shelton’s forthcoming pro-|Pany to collaborate with Thomas 


Coley on revisions of their play, 

“The Happiest Years,” for a pros- 

pective Broadway production. 
Comedy was tested last summer 


duction of Mervyn Nelson’s play 
about Charles Dickens. 
Wayne Tolman, who is on a two- 


year leave from the Utah Univ. : 
theatre to get practical theatre |2t the Berkshire Playhouse, Stock- 
management training, has been | Pridge, Mass., and was considered 


by several New York managements 
at that time. 


Kirkland Preps ‘Adam’ 


Jack Kirkland is putting the 
finishing touches to his adaptation 


placed by ANTA with the Barter 
Theatre’s touring production of 
, Hamlet” Patricia Reynolds, | 
correspondent for Theatre News- | 
letter, New Theatre and Drama, | 
London publications, is in the| 
ae for . tea tour and to! 
gather materia Additional . , “Mr i 
stage manager assignments aoe |e ee ee 


and will produce it himself on 
Walter Wagner, Scott Jackson, | Broadway. Understood he’s dicker- 


Maury Tuckerman (‘Anne of the ; " ic 
Thousand Days”); Lamar Caselli, | peg yon — lneepmenane — 
 egegy i vee — War with “Story revolves around a lone 
; mbr a1i j 
John yn (“The Big Knife’): | male to escape sterility following 


Del Hughes, James Gregory explosion of an atom bomb. 
(“Death of a Salesman’): John 

Sloper, Michael Kenne (“Diamond | ‘CAROUSEL’ 54G, RICHMOND 
Lil”); Charles Snyder, Michael Bey Richmond, Jan. 25. 
(“Favorite Stranger”): Buford Ar- Theatre Guild production of 
_mitage, Louis Borel, Richard Hep- “Carousel” stood up the town here 

















Ee iii car grr ater ngewe «a 
Ward Bishop, Donald Mayo, Wile) yp ee, theatre. k 
|liam Lilling (“Kiss Me, Kate’): tend. ¥ae,2 Dowernouse all week 
David Kantor, Peter Lawrence, | 


Raymond Katzell (“Lend an Ear”): | 
Robert Callen, James Wicker, 
Jules Racine (“Love Life’): Willis 
Gould, Bill Chambers (‘Mad- 


Attention Producers 
Leases now available for legit stage- 
show productions 1949 season. 
BEAUX ARTS THEATRE 


liams, Ralph Edington (‘Man and 749 S. Beacon Avenue 











Superman” on tour); Lam 

Coselli (New Stages); Peggy Mur. | Los Angeles 14, Calif. 

ray, Mary Mace (“O Mistress — 
Mine”); Herman Shapiro, Richard | —— 





Martin (“Red Gloves”); . Walter. 
Russek, James Field (“Show 


SUMMER THEATRE 


jian (“They Knew What The (With Bar and Restaurant) ;' 
Wanted”); Robert Griffith, Daniel deel -§ ~~ one 


Sattler (“ , v 9” Offers unusual opportunity for 
(“Where's Charley? ). | two partners, silent or active. 


Danny Newman takes over flack | For Details Write Box No. 841. | 
chores for Dante, the magician, at |] V#tiety, 154 W. 46th St, N-y. 10, N.Y. 
Studebaker theatre Chicago , | Immediate Action Necessary- 


“VIC HYDE 


CURRENTLY Emile Littler’s “HUMPTY DUMPTY” 
CASINO THEATRE, LONDON 
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Personal Management: NAOMI HORRABIN 
Paramount Theatre Building, Des Moines, lowa 


LONDON: HARRY FOSTER'S AGENCY 
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SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


Winter Palace, Jan. 23. | 
Through one of those fortuitous accidents of history President Tru- | 

‘s inaugural and Norma Finney’s coronation followed each other 
ior Mutual on Jan. 20. Between the two, the gal who was crowned 





| 
| 


rvrwvrwvTveeegefeefe. 





“~Queen For a Day” seemed to be getting more out of the thrill that | 


mes once in a lifetime than the 32nd President of the U.S. was geiting 
out of the lifting of his option, = = | 

Feeling that maybe radio wasn't quite fair to the vest pocket marvel 
from Missouri, I mushed through rain and sleet and caught the Prez 

ain on a far-off neighbor’s television sct. Par was serving us a film 
Ciracn of the biggest inaugural in history, and it seemed to me at the 
hed that they still did things more glamorously on “Queen For a 

“Still looking for trouble, I ‘mushed over to Mutual’s new studio in 
Hollywood, where they hold this “Queen For a Day” ceremonial every 
day Monday through Friday. Peasants were lined up as early as 8 a.m. 
waiting for somebody to drop dead so there would be a vacancy in the 
geating arrangements attending the coronation. ; 

Between 5,000 and 6,000 applicants, mostly women, write in every 
week for seats. Only 350 can be accommodated for each show. Hun- 
dreds hang around for that possibly ill wind that will blow them the 
small favor of an empty chair. 

No Moths In This Monarchy 

By 11 a.m. the lucky ones are herded into that 19-color job which is 
Mutual’s contribution to pash performances. They stretch off in beau- 
tiful corduroy (“cloth of kings,” that means) seats and await the sep- 
aration of the gorgeous yellow drapes. Frankly, among the moth-eaten 
monarchies of the world, there never was a setting quite as royal as 

is one. 
or Ay cue, out steps the emcee. You'd expect at least a knight of the 
garter, but what you get is a gay blade with mauve gags (that’s a little 
on the Victorian side of blue) who proceeds to warm up the ladies with 
his banter. He walks among them, asking them what has brought them 
to the show, and if they say it’s because they want to see a studio or 
Clark Gable, he gives them a gracious and courtly brush (but neverthe- 
less a brush) and proceeds to more serious candidates for the primacy. 

This Metternich of the housemaids comes from San Diego. His name 
is Jack Bailey. He was a disc jockey. Does that answer your question? 
He’s been on the show from the beginning. It began three years ago 
as a package of Raymond R. Morgan, who right now is in Paris at the 
George V grooming Maurice Chevalier into being a sort of Old Roman 
Emperor For a Day. 

And Go In a Washing Machine? 

After Bailey warms them up he combs four candidates out of his hair 
and places them between his questions and the object of their affec- 
tions, which usually turns out to be a trip to Hawaii and a washing 
machine. ' 

The day HST was sworn in, in Washington, and paraded before the 
millions, who by every poll never voted for him, the four candidates for 
“Queen For a Day” paraded before their peers in Hollywood. Included 
was one whose husband was a bean-grower near Globe, Ariz., and who 
hunted mountain lions between sproutings. It turned out he hadn’t 
bagged a cat in 18 years. And she wanted to be “Queen For a Day” so 
she could get her regal mitts on a pair of binoculars to help him bag 
at least one on account the bounty on a dead one was 250 bucks. 

Then there was a Mrs. Lloyd C. Akley, whose husband was advertis- 
ing manager of a small paper in Compton, Cal. She explained he 
stayed away from home a lot nights, working on layouts and putting 
the paper to bed. 

At this point the program cut from Hollywood to Washington to get 
some pearls of wisdom that might be dropped from the Prince for the 
Day. He turned out to be Butch Stone, aged 2, of Massachusetts, who 


had a quacking duck as a toy—a gadget possessed by far of a better | 


gift of gab than Butch. 

From this low point “Queen For a Day” was switched back to Holly- 
wood and went into the overdrive. The next candidate was a Mrs. 
Norma Finney from Duluth, Minn., who was a city employee, but when 
quizzed as to why she wasn’t on duty at 11:30 a.m. said she had had 
an accident and was on sick leave till Feb. 1. 


game automobile accident that nearly finished off the candidate for 
“Queen For a Day” as well. 

Usually when a switch like this hits the kilocycles the m.c. goes into 
low register and puts on his best funereal manner, but this Bailey 
character, caught off guard, kept right on going through the red light 
and got away without a ticket. He asked Mrs. Finney what she wanted | 
most if she were elected queen. | 

And a Foam Rubber Cushion? | 

“A good office chair,” she said. ‘My back is killing me.” 

That broke the spell and put everybody back in good humor. 

The Potemkin of this Catherine the Great assured her he not only | 


| 


would get her a good office chair but would make all her bosses try it | 


Out beforehand. 

The regal candidates had to wait for the commercials before the 
balloting began. These consisted of plugs for Alka-Seltzer and Philip 
Morris cigarets. The snipe sycophants covered a wide field. One fresh 
from England had switched to PMs on arrival here, and personally I 
was delighted to hear that they hadn’t changed her accent in the least. 

he other complained that other cigarets irritated her throat. “But I 
neues to Philip Morris, and cigarets hasn’t did this to my throat 
since.” 

This struck me as an attempt to get credence into a testimonial by 
resorting to the Vulgate, but my own one-man war is not against the 
throat irritation of other brands of cigarets but the smog, fog and grog 
that is fast making L. A. the open-hearth furnace of the west. 


quit smoking. 

But before I could develop this subversive thought the voting was on. 

he young Widow Finney began foiging to the front. She went from 
semifinals to finals and won amid a deafening round of applause. The 
applause indicator, beamed on the ceiling, proved it was all over but 
the coronation. The reception couldn’t have been warmer if Benny, 

ope or Godfrey had mentioned Cucamonga on a comedy show. 

The Queen’s Taste 
Two lords-in-waiting, Fort Pearson and Hugh Brundage, began de- 


Scribing the gorgeous red velvet cloak about to drape Queen Norma. | 


It even had ermine on the collar. Next she was handed a silver sceptre 
and two dozen roses (sh-h-, democratic American Beauties). While she | 
Was being photographed, I waited to hear what her prize would be. A | 
trip to Paris and a washing machine? A sea voyage to Hawaii and a | 
refrigerator? A trip to Buckingham Palace and a year’s supply of | 
Alka-Seltzer? It turned out to be none of these things. Queen Norma, | 
israeli Bailey was telling the world, was going to have luncheon at the | 
Portsmen’s Lodge, a preview of “Wake of the Red Witch,” and a 
Sneakview of John Wayne (in person) at the Republic studios, dinner 
vo Don the Beachcomber's, an office chair to end all backaches, and a 
rip to Kearney, Omaha, and Lincoln, Neb., as the guest of the Chev-_ 
Tolet Nielson Co. of Fort Kearney, all hotel bills, travel, meals, shows— | 
¢verything—paid. 
—" how do you like that?” Bailey wanted to know. 
enn silence that followed was so frightening it gave Reno another 
“I say how do you like that?” Baile | 
? y repeated. 
angen Norma told him how she liked it in three unforgettable words. 


© said was: “Cold back there.” at 
ell, for that matter, did you ever know a royal palace that wasn’t? | 





Asked what her husband | 


did, it developed he was dead, that he had been killed recently, in the | antipathy to legit copy is an ex-| 


Until 
the town’s industrial areas have quit blowing their smoke my way, I’ve | 





Chi Cops 


Continued from page 57 


ing will follow, 
tionally prominent 
cording to Despres. 
seats 1,066 persons, but 400 addi- 
tional seats will be set up in ad- 
joining halls to enable other per- 
sons to hear the reading, though 
not see the production. ° * 


“It is highly significant that the 
Univ. of Chicago has made its halls 
available for discussion of this is- 
sue and for presentation of the 
serious work which two city offi- 
cials have effectively banned else- 
where within the city limits. The 
commendable action of the univer- 
sity is most hopeful and demon- 
strates that Chicagoans are not 
an inert people,” Despres con- 
cluded. 

Meanwhile. Capt. Harry Fulmer 
head of Chi Censorship Board, 
stated that action would not rest 
with the higher-ups, and inferred 
that since the play would not be 
given at a public performance, it 
didn’t seem likely that any action 
that he knew of could be taken. 











Hub Continues 


featuring a na-, 
speaker, ac- | 
Mandel Hall | 





ND 
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Toss Out Libel Action vs. WW 


Walter Winchell was cleared last 
week of a libel charge filed against 
him in 1944 by Prof. George W. 
Hartmann of Teachers College, Co- 
lumbia Univ. Jury found unani- 
mously for the commentator-col- 
umnist in N. Y. supreme court, 
where the case was tried before 
| Judge B. M. MeNally. 


Winchell had attacked Hart- 
mann in his column, claiming the 
latter’s work as chairman at that 
time of the “Peace Now” move- 
ment was hindering the war effort. 


Hartmann’s suit asked $50,000 
damages from Winchell and 
$25,000 from the Hearst news- 


papers. Winchell had personally 
testified during the proceedings. 





Zolotow’s Scribe Org 
Society of Magazine Writers has 
been formed by a group of scribes 
headed by Maurice Zolotow. New 
organization is restricting its mem- 


bership to writers of non-fiction 
articles, both ‘men and women, 
who have authored at least four 
pieces for major American mags 


within the year prior to joining. 
Editors or staff writers of these 
publications are excluded from the 














Continued from page 446 = 


jestic, Opera House, Plymouth, 
Shubert and Wilbur. Philly has 
four—the Forrest, Locust, Shubert 
and Walnut. On the basis of an- 
other yardstick, the relative num- 
ber of Theatre Guild subscribers, 
Philadelphia has a slight margin. 
A major factor in the legit setup 
in the two towns is the newspaper 
situation. In policy as well as num- 


ber of the dailies, Boston is much | 
more attractive than Philadelphia. | 


Latter town has three dailies, the 
Evening Bulletin, Inquirer and 
News, the latter, a tab, being a 
weak also-ran. All tend to give 
the brush to legit copy, the Bul- 
letin in particular. 

Boston, with seven major dailies, 
offers a striking contrast, particu- 
larly in the liberal policy toward 
theatre coverage. The sheets are 
the Post, Herald, Traveler, Globe, 
American, Record, Monitor and 
Sunday Advertiser. Besides daily 
space for reviews, news, features 
and art, all the sheets carry theatre 
sections Sunday. For that reason, 
Boston is a pressagent’s dream, 
whereas Philly resembles a night- 
mare. As a consequence the ave- 
rage p.a. tries to persuade his pro- 
ducer to play Boston in preference 
to Philly. 


How much the Philly newspaper 


pression of public lethargy toward 
‘show business and how much it 
contributes to that condition is e 
question. In any case, the journal- 
istic-public disinterest in the the- 
atre tends to discourage bookings 
in the town. The legit climate in 
Boston, on the other hand, attracts 


tryouts, touring shows and business. | 





Met soprano Jarmila Novotna, 
'who sang the lead in the “Helen 
Goes to Troy” legiter, will tour 


with Sigmund Romberg orchestra’ 


on an 80-city visit starting next 
; month. 


rolls. 


It's stated that SMW _ won't 
operate as a labor union, but is 
meant primarily for social and 


professional gatherings, to ex- 
change useful information and to 


“raise the standards of article 
writing.” Meetings will be held 
monthly. Other elected officers 


include Murray T. Bloom, veepee; 
Phil Gustafson, secretary, and 
Mort Weisinger, treasurer. 





Wing’s Hospital Manual 
The just- published American 


Theatre Wing book on specialized | 


hospital entertainment, ‘“‘Entertain- 
ment Is Fun,” with text and edit- 
ing by Esther M. Hawley, chair- 
man of the Wing’s Hospital Com- 
mittee, is based on the Wing’s 
unique program, and is the first 
definitive manual of its kind. 

A sort of show business con- 
tribution to medicine, the book 


gives the results of Wing experi- | 
ments, conducted in collaboration | 


with military and medical authori- 
ties for over five years. Book is 
' designed for use by volunteers and 
staff workers in areas removed 
from theatrical centers. Bron. 





Goodman’s Cooper Yarn 
Ezra Goodman’s piece for Col- 


CHATTER 
Prof. Robert Gessner of NYU 
‘doing story on siege of Jerusalem. 
| Jack Carter in Hollywood to 
|'make motion picture contacts for 
/the Woman’s Home Companion. 


; Gloria Votsis joined Street & 
Smith's Mademoiselle as assistant 
to the mag’s editor-in-chief Mrs. 
Betsy Talbot Blackwell. 

| Gita Lewis and Henrietta Martin 
completed their mystery novel, 
“The Naked Eye,” and turned it 
over to Paul Reynolds for publica- 
tion. : 

Sergei Eisenstein’s “Film Form,” 
a collection of basic writings in 
film theory, has been translated 
and edited by Jay Leyda for early 
publication. 

Robert Spiers Benjamin, former 
Time correspondent in Buenos 
Aires, planed to Mexico City last 
week where he'll be the mag’s 
bureau chief replacing John Stan- 
ton who moves to the Paris bureau. 

New Republic is getting out a 
special Hollywood supplement, 
Jan. 31, with articles on the film 
capital by Kenneth Macgowan, 
Lewis Milestone, Howard Koch, 
Ernest Pascal, Robert Shaw and 
Tom Brady. 

S. J. Perelman, who recently left 
for Siam to write a series of hu- 
morus tales for Random House, 
has a peculiar contract with Ben- 
net Cerf, head of that publishing 
firm. Pact contains a _ penalty 
clause which permits Perelman to 
cancel the deal if Cerf bothers him 
with telephone or social calls. 
Perelman wants to be alone. 


Nat’! Legit Bill 


Continued from page 57 























suggestions that the various show 
| business elements can agree to 
| support would obviously have pri- 
ority in the conference provided 
| for under the bill. Contrariwise, if 
the New York symposium produces 
no specific plan or proposals, it 
| might have a blighting effect on the 
whole Javits-Ives program. 

Idea for the national theatre is 
believed to have originated with 
Javits himself. Congressman con- 
sulted Helen Hayes, who brought 
in her husband, playwright-mag 
editor Charles MacArthur. Matter 
| was then taken to Derwent, Freed- 
'ley, attorney John Wharton and 
Theatre Guild co-directors Theresa 


‘lier’s on Gary Cooper, titled “The | Helburn and Lawrence Langner. 
Laziest Man in Hollywood,” is be- | Javits subsequently made two ap- 
ing illustrated by the star, who/| pearances before the ANTA board, 
used to be a newspaper cartoonist. | which agreed to give the measure 
' Goodman also did a piece on) full support. 

Sidney Skolsky, titled ‘Small | Bill would appropriate $250,000 
|Wonder.” The mag writer is due} to underwrite a conference of all 
‘east next week to huddle with show business interests, to be 


;magazine editors on other Holly-| 
/ wood subjects. | 





India Mag Sets Revue 


The Cinevoice, one of the leading | 
film magazines in India, published 
'in Bombay, is organizing a revue 
with film stars in featured roles. 


called by the President. This con- 
ference would be asked to draw 
up a plan for a national theatre, 
for which as much as $25,000,000 
might be appropriated, Javits says. 
It’s emphasized that the program 
would not involve anything in the 
nature of unemployment relief or 





The purpose is to collect funds for, another WPA theatre. Also, it’s 
refugee rehabilitation. | stressed, there would be guarantees 

It's believed the first time that against any Government control of 
an Indian journal directly inter-| plays, or anything smacking of 
ested itself in show business. ‘“thought control.” 
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A novel 


Just published, $2.75. A forthcoming PARAMOUNT PICTURE 
At all bookstores, RANDOM HOUSE, New 
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» The exciting story of a man’s 
search for the person who had 
betrayed him, the woman who 
had loved him, and the man he 
had once been... by the 
author of NO SURRENDER 
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on the site of a house destroyed 
by bombs in 1943. At Harburg 
the U. T. Rathausplatz (650 seats) 
| gives the town its sixth pix house, 
while in Essen, the Gemar Palast 
| (1,200 seats), has reopened. It was 
‘completely destroyed by bombs. 


Paris 


By Maxime de Beix 

(33 Blvd Montparnasse ) 
Friends feting clown Francois 

Fratellini on 70th birthday. 
Arthur Ornitz back from Bel- 


Broadway 


Hot Air Club holds its 50th an- 
ual beefsteak dinner at the Lambs 
aturday (29). 

Chico Marx and actor George 
Coulouris among those sailing to- 
night (Wed.) on the Queen Mary. 

National Council to Combat 
Blindness planning name show for 
March 27 at Century theatre to 
raise funds. m 

Maurice Winnick, British band- 
leader, is on the Queen Mary Mon- 


ut acts for London’s 
«head ‘Mall. 2 | gium to begin work on TV shorts. 
Wladimir Lissim, RKO’s conti-| Katherine Dunham signed a new 
nental manager, and nitery chan-| contract for a two-month holdover 
teuse Suzy Solidor arrive today in Paris. ; 
(Wed.) on the America. J. B. Morrill _took entire com- 
Marlene Dietrich heads for Eu-| pany of Big Ben’s to Lausanne for 
rope shortly to make a picture | opening of new film house. — 
for Terence Ratigan or Jean Coc-| Rex Stewart is doing a series of | 
teau, or both, if the timing can be Sunday —_ programs for French | 
arranged. | Radio on the history of jazz. “ 
Joseph P. Brinton III, former) George Maurer, producer of “Mr. | 
public relations officer for the! Vincent,’ got a belated Legion of | 
American Field Service in >t Honor for war services, with pen-| 
joi ilm Counselors as an ed-| sion. 
Sortal ah | Bill Robson, CBS producer, and | 
Monroe Greenthal Co., ad agency | Ray Morgan, associate, in on Ca- 
penne both Universal and — |ronia to begin “This Is” Paris 
i is branching into non-show-| series. 
i eetieilion “yy taking on the; Belgium, Dutch and French Ra- 
Florida Citrus Canners Coopera-| dio bigwigs holding conference to 
tive account. | decide on standard TV screen for 
Raymond Massey bought Law-| Europe. 
rence Tibbett’s Wilton, Conn., es-| Leon Pearson, NBC, Paris, called 
tate for a reported $125,000. The| to Washington to run NBC video 
Tibbets. however, are retaining see He is Drew Pearson’s| 
§ cres and a small house | brother. 
song Md a use. Ichitaro Takata, editor of Tokyo 
Attorney Arnold Grant to the | daily Mainichi, first Japanese 
Coast for confabs with Harry Cohn,| newspaperman to hit Paris since 














lumbia prexy, whom he repre-| the war. tats 
— Grant is also slated to hud-| Hotelman M. Berladier is financ- 
dle with Jack and Harry Warner) ing four Paris legit houses—St. 
on deals for his clients pending | Georges, Mathurins, Glamont and 
there. | Ambigu. 

Roberto Rossellini, director of| Orson Welles down last week 


with flu, but prepping to hop for 
|a short London o. o.-before direct- 
ing picture here with Eric von 
Stroheim and Maria Montez. 


“Paisan,” accoladed for that film 
last week when the National Board 
of Review handed him its 1948 
award for the “best motion picture 
of the year,” at a reception held at} Metro’s 3,000-seater Forum, in 
the Museum of Modern Art. | Liege, Belgium, will house one- 





Irene Dunne Rigg Bead a a) night stops of Mauries snevensee 
1 from the Protestan 1o-| and of Katherine Dunham tours. 

Ron Wishere Council Friday (28) at; Roger Capgras, produce mer- 

an AMPA luncheon in the Hotel) chant already interested in many 

Piccadilly. ay is we - work | theatre ventures, repotted about to 

in RKO’s “I emember ama, 

chosen by the Council as “Best Lido club. 

Family Picture of 1948.” 

Bryan Foy, Eagle Rag FT ptgewed 

and James T. Vaughn, ’s studio ° e 

production manager, converged on Miami Beach 

Gotham this week to start location By Lary Solloway 

a eee a ay ponte pall Lou Irwin in town, at wa 

Waskinaten, where he attended the oa Schenck here on - 

| agg ay ere ogg Vaughn trekked |*' poy Hope troupe hosted by Neal 

rom ® 

, Frank Meyer, retiring p —— —= poe ll Frontenac 

by ho. execs at the Hotel Astor | While here for Olympia engage- 

last week, with Austin C. Keough, | gy Shurr flew in to meet Bob 
general counsel, emeceing, ined Hope and went to Tampa with him 

Charles Reagan, Paul Raibourn, “coer Tat cee cea Patiedh 

Leonard Goldenson, Russell Hol-| .j.4 engagement on news of fa- 

d Mohrhardt, John Bala- ’ 
an, Fre * And George |ther’s death Sunday (23) and rushed 
an, Y. Frank Freeman an eorge | back to N.Y. 

Weltner. Gene Baylos may be back at 
Mother Kelly’s, where he clicked 
last year, if terms can be arranged 
for Feb. 7 date. 

Beachcomber’s Sophie Tucker- 

Harry Richman-Jackie Miles-Vaga- 


Germany 


By Harvey Sanderson 
Geiselgasteig, Munich, now has 
seven studios, making it the center 
of German pix production. 
Tova Film, Berlin (licensee Carl 
ine i and Gaston Briese,) is shoot- 


records over weekend. 

Season disappointments forgotten 
when_ hotels filled this weekend, 
with Delano already turning down 


ng its first pic in studios of Ondia| reservations for February and 
n Berlin. , March. 
Film actress Else Elster is star- Kay Thompson and Williams 





Brothers, Peter Lind Hayes and 
Mary Healy, the Jack Cole dancers 
and Sammy Kaye orch, opened at 
Copa City, Monday (24), 


“Rather Rich—But Happy,” a musi- 
cal comedy playing in Cologne. 
The Gloria Palast, a new 720-' 
seater, has opened in Berlin only! 
a few hundred yards from the site 
in Kurfuerstendamm where the 
eriginal Palast was destroyed. 
Omnium Film began its film dis-} Lynn Merrick, Hollywood film- 
tribution business in the three ete, visiting Rome. Will visit Paris 
western zones of Germany and in| soon. 
Austria with the film “Blossom Gregory Ratoff in Rome discuss- 
Time,” starring Richard Tauber. | ing film plans with author Ben 
Willy-Zeyne Film, in Munich-' Simcoe. 
Geiselgasteig, is synchronizing! Binnie Barnes; now 
three English films. First two are getting offers from film 
“Pygmalion” and “Major Barbara,” in Italy. 
but third is unnamed. Scheduled Emile Lopert, of the Lopert-Ros- 
for distribution next summer. 'sellini combination, in ome on 
F-T Production, Berlin, a new’ business. 
French-licensed outfit, is starting) “A Streetcar Named Desire,” in 
two documentaries, “The Berlin | Italian, opened at the Eliseo thea- 
Woman Today” and “They Don't | tre, Luchino Visconti directing. 


ring with Bernard Koenigsfeld in | 





Rome 


in Rome, | 
companies | 


Tauber, has written his —o 
which is to be published in Fe 


lof “Oklahoma!” turned songwriter 


bonds show, broke spot’s gross. 


| __Carl Rosa Opera set to play His 


London 


Diana Napier, widow of Richard 
ru- 


ary. 

a O’Brien, M.P., British labor 
chief, visiting Austria and Hungary 
on a mission for the Trades Union 
Congress. 

Frank Lawton is to star with 
Rosalyn Boulter in a new comedy, 
“Summer in December,” by James 
Liggat. Show opens a provincial 
tour early in February. 

Harry Roy re-forming his band 
after two years lapse to tour vaude- 
ville with version of “Stop the 
Music,” and opens extensive tour 
for Moss and Stolls some time in 
April. 

Wally Peterson, one of the few 
remaining original cast members 





with a waltz, “This Is the First 
Time,” which Lawrence Wright | 
Music is publishing. : 

To emphasize the association of 
Pathe Pictures with the Associated | 
British Picture Corp., William Mof- | 
fat, Pathe topper, 
ehange of company’s name to As- 
sociated British-Pathe. 

Godfrey Tearle makes his first | 
appearance as Macbeth when he 
plays the role in this year’s Shakes- | 
pearean Festival at Stratford-on- | 
Avon, opening April 16. Diane 
Wynyard plays Lady Macbeth. | 

Alison Leggatt taking over Mary | 
Merrall’s role in “The Gioconda | 
| Smile” when latter leaves to ap-| 
| pear in Margery Sharp’s new play, 
\“The Foolish Gentlewoman,” sked- | 
|ded for the Duchess in February. | 
| 20th-Fox star Marion Marshall, | 
now playing in “I Was a Male War 
Bride,” extending her stay in Lon- 
|don by playing the smart Amer- 
ican girl in Two Cities’ “Chiltern | 
Hundreds,” which goes into pro-| 
duction next month. 
| Irwin Tishman to Paris Jan. 31, 
|to fix bookings for Buster Shaver, 
/Oliye, George and Richard in 
| France and Switzerland prior to 
team’s return to England to play 
|20 weeks season for Lawrence 
| Wright at Blackpool, opening June | 
13. 
| Forthcoming revue skedded to/| 


|open a small legiter back of the |follow the pantomime at the Casino | 


is titled “Latin Quarter.” Tom 
Arnold and Emile Littler present 
the show which will be directed by 
Robert Nesbitt. 
Day, Jack Durant, Georges Gue- 
tary. 

Jack de Leofi presenting a new 
|naval comedy by Commander 
| Hackforth-Jones, titled 
hearts and Wives,” in which Jessie 
Matthews and Patricia Burke will 
have leading femme roles. Play 
will have brief provincial tour be- 
fore West End bow. 

Filippo del Guidice, who has 
| been elevated to the chairmanship 
of Pilgrim Pictures following the 
resignation of his millionaire | 
backer, William G. Riley, is leaving | 
for N. Y. Jan. 29 to arrange special | 
showings of his first indie produc- 
tion, “The Guinea Pig.” 

London Films (International) has 
acquired the Australian, New Zea- 
land and South African rights to. 
Dan Fish’s  Technicolor-featuret | 
“Say It With Flowers.” Pic, which | 
has Eric Portman as narrator, with | 
Erie Maschwitz responsible for. 
story continuity, recently finished 
five weeks’ run at Paramount’s 


Aberdeen 

















Majesty's April 11: 

Harry Parry and Rhythm Sextet 
booked for variety at Tivoli Jan. 31. 

Big advance sell out for February 
season of “Annie Get Your Gun,” 
hitting its furthest-north spot in 
Britain. 

_ The Logan Family, w.k. Scot out- 

fit of entertainers, play two weeks 
here next month, Mother is sister 
of Ella Logan. 

Scots comic Jimmy Nicoll who 
clicked here in pantomime “Dick 
Whittington,” has been booked for 
next Christmas. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 








Sleep Nights.” Most of the shoot-| John Kitzmiller, American Ne- 
ing will be done on the streets of | gro and former Army captain, has | 
Berlin. just finished his third Italian film. | 

Magda _ Schneider and_ Karl “Babes in Toyland,” 12-year-oldie | 

Schoenboeck have joined Walter| starring Laurel and Hardy, has'| 
Janssen in a musical comedy, “The | been dubbed in Italian and is very. 
Minstry Is Offended,” current at! popular here. 
the Schaubade in Munich. They; Alfred Hayes, who was on the. 
ecently played in Nurnberg, Er-| writing staff for “Open City,” has | 
angen and Augsburg. sold screen rights to his novel, “The | 

The press department of DEFA/Girl on Via Flaminia,” to’ Gary | 
has denied stories in some daily|Cooper. Plans are being made to’ 
apers to the effect that it was be-|do the film in Italy later in the 
ng made a Soviet film corporation. | year. 

They also denied that a credit of, Alida Valli, star of “The Paradine 
40,000,000 rubles had been set up. 
o launch the new concern, 

A new 1,000-seater, the Alster 


not working on film “Third Man” 
heim. in has opened in Mann- 


in Vienna. She will spend a short 
time in England before returning 


eim. In Hamburg a fourth house, 
'to Hollywood. 


he Urania Lichtspiele, has opened 





/a local chore for Ealing. 


Case,” has been visiting her mother | Wright, is returning to Aussie after 
in Como, in northern Italy, when | lengthy stay in England. 


Slapsie Maxie Rosenbloom okay 
at Celebrity Club, Sydney. 

J. C. Williamson reviving “White 
Horse Inn” for short run in Mel- 
bourne. 


Will Mahoney has clicked in| 
panto for Maurice Diamond in) 
Newcastle. 


' 
Cecil Marks, Korda’s Aussie |. 
sales manager, set for New Zea- 
land selling trip. 
Chips Rafferty is due back from 
London early February. He’s todo) 


Arch Menzies, well-known play- 


Tessie O'Shea is in third week in 
Sydney for the Dave Martin Tivoli 
oe. Returns to London soon. 

aurice Sloman, indie loop op- 





Stars are Frances | 


“Sweet- | 


erator with Charles Munro, boats 

to London on a biz-pleasure trip. 
Herschell Stua continues to 

make slow progress at St. Vincent’s 


Hospital, Sydney, following heart |" pi: oBriens 


attack. Fe 

U. S. principals for “Oklahoma” | 
have arrived in Melbourne. Show | 
opens late February for J. C. Wil- 
liamson. 

“Strong is the Seed,” home made 
pic with indie local coin, is still in 
the cans waiting retease. Pic was 
completed several months ago. 
Arthur Collins directed. 

Home-made Aussie serial, “The 
Lawsons,” written by Gwen Meri- 
dith for the Austrialian Broadcast- 
ing Commission, winds up Feb. 25 
after doing 1,299 daily episodes 
via native cast. 


Dublin 





Hollywood 


Col. Fred Levy, Sr. wintering 


celebrat 
18th wedding anni. ed their 


Sid Grauman considerably im. 
proved over a year ago. 

Jimmy McHugh esconced at the 
Sunset Towers while here. 

Bing Crosbys moved into their 
aoe nog 4 ligne Beach. 

arry Parks and Betty G 
slightly injured in auto accident” 

Rosita Moreno hospitalized in 
Santa Monica with undulant fever 

Jimmy Boyle, former RKO flack 
now 
equipment. 

Bobby Hyatt, film moppet, romp. 
ing again after four months of po. 
lio treatment. 

Kay and Groucho Marx just 
moved into their New North Foot- 
hill road manse. 





By Maxwell Sweeney ; 

BBC producer Stephen Miller in| 

town to 0.0. Irish scene. 

Bristol Old Vie skedded for re-| 
turn season at Gaiety here. 

William Kelly and _ Elizabeth | 


Theatre. 

Comedian Danny Cummins to 
take out own roadshow after cur- 
rent stint in pantomime. ’ 

Abbeyite Eileen Crowe back in| 
town after stint for Par in Holly- 
wood on “Top o’ the Morning.” 

Jack Cronin has sold 900-seater 
Lyric cinema, Limerick, to) 
McNally Enterprises for $120,000. 

Josephine Albericci has bowed | 





|out of Sunday Theatre Co. P. J.|derland” 


O’Connor Productions takes over | 
unit. 
Abbey playwright and director 


‘Lennox Robinson has been com-} Belinda.” 


missioned to write a history of Ab-| 


| bey theatre and Irish national the-| Russell (Mrs. 


atre. 
Jarl Norman, of the N. Y. Opera | 
Co., here on way to fill engage- | 


‘ments on Danish radio and vaca-' of 
|tion in native Oslo before return- as 


ing to U. S. 
Busiest producer in town. is 
Patrick J. O’Connor, currently 


handling five plays—apart from 
O’Neill’s “S.S. Glencairn” group | 
which he directed for Sunday the- | 
atre, Jan. 16. 





Kansas City 


By John Quinn 
Sherman Bros. at El Casbah of | 
| Bellerive hotel. 

Severe snow and blizzard of last | 
week put a crimp in show biz of all | 
| kinds. | 
| Isaac Stern fiddling with the | 
‘Philharmonic Orch as guest star | 
ilast week. 
| “Enchanted Cottage” scheduled | 
| for second production of the Resi- 
dent theatre season. 
| Sherman Hayes, whose band | 
opened at Muehlebach hotel, laid | 
|up at Research Hospital. | 

Olsen & Johnson “Hellzapop- 
pin’” troupe in extra rehearsal 
here as new show is being shaken 
down for rest of road tour. 

Sherman Hayes orch making 
annual stand in Terrace Grill of 
Muehlebach hotel. Here following 
long stand at Blackhawk in Chi. 

Blevins Davis, the producer, host 
to President Truman and family 
for dinner on his Independence 
— during presidential vacation 
ere. 

Ruth Warrick due in from 
Coast to begin rehearsals for 
“Candida.” Play opens Feb. 21 at 
University of Kansas City Play- 


house. 
Shanghai 


By Hal P. Mills 

“Bell Tolls” and “Search” two 
biggest b.o. currently. 

_ Metro’s Eddie O’Connor planed 
in from Hongkong for brief visit. 

Niteries will be hard hit when 
American Army pulls out of this 
city soon. 

Leon Britton, head of RKO’s 
Far Eastern-setup, planed in from 
his headquarters at Singapore. 

Kulpa Sisters and Bob Hill's: 
band packing ’em in at the Garden 
bridge American Officer’s Club. 

Wage increase of 80% granted 
Chinese employees by foreign dis- 
tribs ended week-old_ sitdown 
strike. Strikers threatened to force 
boycott of foreign pix. . 

Broadway, Shanghai’s Tender- 
loin, ruled out of bounds to Amer- 
ican marines. Thoroughfare is un- 
safe at night and foreigners trav- 
erse it in groups. More than 100 
clip joints on Broadway and more 
than 100 strongarm robberies every 


Portland, Ore. 


Toy and Wing and Paula Drake 
at Clover Club. 

Ted Weems orch 
Beach Ballroom. 

Jack McCoy headlining show at 
Paradise Room, Nortonia Hotel. 

Louis Armstrong and his Jubilee 
Combo here for a concert and 
dance at Cheney’s Palaise Royal 
and Auditorium, 





at Jantzen 





Jeanne Crow, Queen of N. 
Press Photographers’ Ball, getting 
RKO screen test. 

Director Henry Koster’s illness 
halted work on “Come to the 


Dore Schary will have to Wear 
that brace for his sacroiliac injury 
for a coupla months. 

Jonie Taps threw a dinner at 
Chasen's for Saul Bourne, N, y 
music publication chief. / 

Veronica Lake laid up with fly 
while the “Slattery’s Hurricane” 
troupe shoots around her. 

Sammy Fain and Bob Hilliard 
here to songsmith “Alice In Won- 
for Walt Disney. 

Agnes Moorhead awarded plaque 
by Caledonian Society of San Fran. 
cisco for her work in “Johnny 


announced! Brady to direct new Irish Youth/|Stable” at 20th-Fox. 


Freddie Brisson and Rosalind 
B) LaQuintaing be- 
fore she starts her Columbia ase 
signment. 

L. B: Mayer still collects 10% 
the purses on Honeymoon, et al., 
breeder’s fees, even though he 
sold out his stable. 

Lawrence Taylor returned from 
Palm Springs vacation to put final 
touches on his “Undesirables,” 
screenplay at Metro. 

MGM Records exec’ Jesse Kaye 
showing Mrs. Frank White, wife 
of the Columbia Records prexy, 
around the Metro studio. 

Preston Sturges building a 200- 
seat little theatre back of his Play- 
ers restaurant with an unique ris- 
ing floor for the customers. 

George Jessel, Jack Benny and 
Al Jolson rounding up cast for 
Friars Club’s first benefit show for 
Motion Picture Relief Fund. 

Both Louis K. Sidney and his 

son, George Sidney, Metro veepee 
and director, respec, have trained 
down plenty of poundage by diet- 
ing. 
George Brown, Par studio pub- 
licity-ad head, east to sail Feb. 3 
on a 13-day Caribbean cruise. His 
wife to Mexico with the Bill Ben- 
dixes for a quickie holiday. 

Herb Yates east, following Jim- 
my Grainger’s departure. Repub- 
lic’s publicity chief Mort Goodman 
to Frisco territory attendant to 
launching John Steinbeck’s “Red 
Pony.” 

NBC exec veepee Charles Denny 
detoured to Frisco to huddie with 
John Elwood while NBC v.p. John 
F. Royal lingered here an extra 
few days, returning to N. Y. over 
the weekend. 

Old Hearst mansion on North 
Benedict drive was completely 
done over by Louis B. Mayer for 
his bride, the former Lorena Dank- 
er, in 12 days while both were 
honeymooning east. 

Director Charles Vidor and his 
wife, former Doris Warner, left for 
a month’s holiday in New York. 
Vidor, however, flies back here in 

(Continued on page 63) 


India 


By N. V. Eswar_ 

South Indian film industry jolted 
by the ban on any program that 
extends over three hours. 

Calcutta in 1948 produced 39 pic 
tures in the local language, Ben- 
gali. A dozen proved boxoffice suc 
cesses, } 

The Madras Government is = 
sidering imposing a ban on the 
portrayals of gods and goddesses 
in South Indian films. t 

The Central Government 
Delhi set up a committee to 100 
na ares mate my a stock an 

m equipment in India. tli 

Walt Disney’s “Melody et 
failed to click in Madras. His 18s} 
picture, “Fun And Fancy Free, 
= hae click in Madras a? 

omba 

Goveranent of India has ae 
directly assumed powers to — 
licenses for film storage all one 
India. Hitherto this was under ial 
direct control of the province 

overnments. 

Touring cinema owners of Sout 
India have formed the Sout a 
dian Touring Cinema yee 
Assn. There are nearly 300 esout 
cinema camps operating in 
India at the moment. 
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Be age eel ae 


OBITUARIES 


JOSEPH CAWTHORN 


Cawthorn, 81, veteran 
Poe ed screen comic, died of | 
stroke at his home in Beverly | 
Hills, Calif. Jan. 21. Although in-' 
active for the last six years, Caw-. 
thorn appeared in more than 50, 
films since going to Hollywood in| 
1926. Prior to that he was star in | 
numerous legit plays and musical | 
comedies. 
Born in New York, Cawthorn | 
made his stage debut when he was_ 
four years old in a juvenile revue 
called the “Pickaninny Minstrels. 


| graduated into radio from piano 


| area. 











legit stock company in Salt Lake , 
City, Wright moved to Hollywood | 
several years ago to work in films. | 

Among Wright’s recent pictures | 
were “Rose of the Yukon,” “Air 
Hostess” and “Impact.” 





Ra ee STEWART 
selling, going to KOA, D i | Louis Stewart, 61, Cincinnati ex- 
1944, y Bg WMAQ, Chicago, where | hibitor, died Jan. 21 in that city. 
he had a wetwork euarter hear He had been ill since June, when 
Turner joined C in 1931 _— he sold the Parkland, Sayler Park, 
ing one of the first radio enter- | 27¢ sed a, eee ith ex Ed Dukoff for Kaye’ 
tainers to give children’s programs | yn ht oe by, Wilt, GUMGMOr: and | WEN 6x Be: Eu Feb . ‘Se 434 
in charity hospitals of the Chicago | eae See : ae 4 “aa it ‘last : “4 for | 
He wrote several songs ee ere See ee ae ee 
amu’ thoes eas PO BILLY RANKIN /a birthday surprise to Kaye. 
Your Window cont - “CO N\ Billy Rankin, 64, died in Chicago| Ramon (& Renita), ex-dancer, 
onignt an Ty-| Jan. 21. He was the producer of now bonifaces of the Papagayo, | 


ing My Eyes Out for You.” Aver-|come of th ne ; : i i 
g i ; e first lavish nightclub Santa Monica Mexican-type restau- 
aging six shows weekly for 26 years, rant, farewell-partied Lina Romay 


as 1 ee : productions, such as the Midnight 
as ongest was a marathon from | Fyolics, Club Royale and the Friars before her departure on a South 
11:30 to 7:30 a.m., without repeat- American tour with Xavier Cugat. 


Hollywood | 


two weeks to guest-shot on the 
Jack Benny radio show. 
Sylvia Fine preceded Danny |, 


Kaye east, latter arriving this week 


| 
| 





| 
| 


| 


Inn. 


Chatter 


Continued from page 62 


ing a piano number. 
Survived by wife and three chil- 
dren. 


was with Haverly’s Minstrels a 
per later. At 9, he went to Eng- 
jand where he appeared in music 
halls for four years. 

Back in the U. S., his interest in 
the legit stage gradually became 
concentrated on musical comedies. publishers of pop music, died Jan. 
Cawthorn was starred in “The For- 19 at his home in Brentwood near 
tune Teller,” “Little Nugget,” “The St. Louis. Stark, who retired 12 
Singing Girl,” “Girl From Utah,” years ago as head of the Stark 





WILLIAM P. STARK 
William P. Stark. 77, one of first 


Survived by widow and brother. 
GEORGE A. FORTIN 
George A. Fortin, 71. died Jan. 
17 in Bradley, Ill. He was one of 
the organizers of Majestic Amus. 
Co., which operates theatres in 
Kankakee and Streator, IIl. 
Surviving is widow, brother and 
sister. 


ultra 


Mae and Charlie Einfeld selling | 
their Bevhills manse_ furnished, | 
excepting for certain choice pri- 
vate pieces, books, etc., and will 
take a beach house here instead. 
Have an apt. on West 55th in Man- 
hattan. 

They're 
party 


about that 
Mary and 


still talking 
staged by 


| Jack Benny for 98 guests in honor 





PR TGs 











“Mother Goose,” “Light Wines and 
Beer,” “Sunny” and numerous, 
others. F 

He went to Hollywood in 1926 
and appeared in such films as 
‘Taming of the Shrew,” “Kiki,” 
“Princess and the Plumber,” | 
“Tailor Made Man,” “Smart Girl,” 
“Page Miss Glory,” “Cat and the 







CHARLES E. BENSEE 


In Loving Memory of a Devoted 
Husband and Father who left this 
earth Jan. $1, 1948, 


LOTTIE WALTON 
DOROTHY OGDEN 






Fiddle,” “Gold Diggers of 
and “One Rainy Afternoon.” 


1935” 


While in Hollywood, Cawthorn 
finally played the role of Herr 
Schumann in ‘“‘Naughty Marietta,” 
a part originally written for him 
by Victor Herbert. 

During his career on the legit 
stage, he appeared in musicals pro- 
duced by Klaw and_ Erlanger, 
Charles Frohman, Charles Dilling- 
ham, Al Woods and Oscar Ham- 
merstein. 

During the first World War, | 
Cawthorn was forced to drop his | 
German dialect, for which he was | 
widely known. He was considered 
one of the outstanding German 
dialect comics of the U. S. stage. 
Cawthorn was a favorite comedian 
of numerous famed persons, in- 
cluding the late President Wood- 
row Wilson. His first production 
without his dialect was “The 
Canary.” He co-starred for eight 
years with Julia Sanderson. 

He is survived by his widow, the 
former Queenie Vassar, former | 
musical comedy star, and two step- | 
sons. 





KATHERINE STEWART 


Katherine Stewart, 81, British) 
actress who appeared in many U.S. | 
legit hits in the early 1900's, died 
in N. Y., Jan. 24. Born in Sand- 
wich, England, and playing with 
Wilson Barratt and Arthur , Bou- 
chier there, she came to America 
with Lili Langtry’s company. Later 
she went into Charles Frohman. 
productions, appearing in support | 
of John Drew. Mfss Stewart sub-| 
sequently played with Olga Neth- 
ersole in a repertoire that included 
Sappho.” 

Miss Stewart also appeared un- | 
der George M. Cohan’s manage- 
ment in “Genius and the Crowd,” 
with Katharine Cornell in “Age of 
Innocence,”. in support of Ina 
Claire in “Ode to Liberty,” with 
Helen Hayes, and in “Tonight or 

ever.” One of her last engage- 
ments was in “I Married an An- 
gel,” being forced to retire soon 


|idential nomination in 1912. Stark’s | 


,actress and star of the Vienna} 
| Burg-Theatre, died Jan. 20 in San-| 


/operas were 
| Diplomat.” 





Music Printi ‘9 of the Bill Paleys. Mike Romanoff 
firm in 1398. It on the Eeok et| GILBERT L. BECKER catered, and somebody cracked 
of the Mississippi river. Gilbert L. Becker, office man-|that all of Benny’s capital gains 
He printed the first. published | 28er for Metro in Detroit. died went into financing the caviar-and- 
tune, “Maple Leaf Rag,” by Scott there after a long illness. SS a ae 
Joplin, originator of ragtime mu-| . Survived by wife and two lotelier hands - across - the - sea 


stuff: boniface Hernando Court- 
right of the Bevhills feted hotelier 
Max Blouet, managing director of 
the Hotel George V, Paris, at a 
luncheon here. Blouet is en route 
east via hotel stopoffs in Phoenix, | 
Tucson, New Orleans, etc., audition- 
|ing the U. S. scene. | 


of Herman Land-| : 


sic. He also published the cam-, 4aughters. 


paign song, “You Gotta Quit Kick- Mether, 69, of legit producer- 
a My Dog Around,” used by Mis- | sirector John C Wilson died Jan 
souri’s Senator Champ Clark in his | ; ea PA ae 


campaign for the Democratic pres- | 18 in Trenton, Daughter, another 
son and three grandchildren also 
| Survive. 


and | 





wife wrote the song. 
Survived by wife, 





son 








for the pro-grid champion Phila- 
delphia Eagles, began his floor 
show career this week as singin 
star at the Rendezvous in Hote 
Senator. 


Abbott and Costello were on tel- 
evision from the Inaugural Ball in 
Washington last Thursday night 
(20) at 9:30 p. m., and were back 
in the Click here in time for their 
11 o’clock show. A special plane 
and motorcycle police escort from 
the airport enabled the comedians 
to play both. 


Edinburgh 


Perth Theatre presenting Shakes- 
peare’s “As You Like It” at Gate- 
way here. 

Avalanche of bookings at King’s 
for five-weeks’ season of “Annie 
Get Your Gun,” teeing off Feb. 22. 

Flora Robson set for Edinburgh 
Jan. 31, with Company of Four, in 
Shaw’s “Captain Brassbound’s Ad- 
venture.” 

New Terence Rattigan play, “Ad- 


venture Story,” starring Gwen 
Ffrangcon-Davies, plays Lyceum 
here Feb. 7. 


By Gordon Irving 
Anne Crawford, Edinburgh-born 
actress, guest at Glasgow’s Silver 
Jubilee Cinema Ball. 


: Mother, 82, : 
daughter. | wehr, aie manager of Capitol, | ° | Carl Rosa Opera set for four- 
co oe! in Spri ] rN 7" | | weeks’ season here in April, with 

NORA GREGOR ¥., died in Spring Valley, N. ¥ Pittsburgh t Eugenia Zareska as guest star. 


Nora Gregor, former Austrian | By Hal Cohen 


Mother of Mrs. Harry K. Mc-| Jackie Heller on 16-day South 
tiago. Chile _seseliggo ‘ | Williams, who is wife of Colum- |American cruise to convalesce from 
ladine trea > bene co Seca bia Pictures’ exploitation manager, | recent illness. 


Aires. Brought _died in New York, Jan. 21 Johnny Harris back from West 


by Max cauinedt. tasiGeemer ae: , Coast after getting tour of “Ice 
+ P-| Mother, 80, of Phil, Leopold and Cycles” under way. 


peared briefly.in some U. S. films,!,,.... ae . di . 
first in foreign versions of Holly-| Maurice Spitalny, orch leaders, | Howard Crombie. Monogram 
|salesman, will be laid up another 


wood product and in “But the Flesh | “ed in Cleveland, Jan. 19. j 
Is Weak” after she learned Eng- month with broken leg. 





“4 
Jan. 21. | 
| 








lish. Helen Claire McAllister, tocal | 
Surviving are her husband, | BIRTHS idancer, doubling long shots for 
Prince Ernst Von Starhemberg,; Mr. and Mrs. Paul Brinkman, | June Haver in “Silver Lining.” 
former Austrian vice-chancellor,| son, Los Angeles, Jan. 21. Mother Irv Levison, former WB booker 
and a son. | is Jeanne Crain, film actress; fath- here and in Indianapolis, is scout- 





| is a radio manufacturer. ing Film Row possibilities again. 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Adler, son, Bernie Randall, ex-RKO booker, 
Jan. 3 in Chicago. Mother assistant changed mind about going into 
to Biggie Levin, radio producer. | dress — and is selling tele- 
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Thompson, | V!S10? Sets. 
daughter, Hollywood, Jan. 17. Rowe yp ape S 
Father is a cameraman at Para- ?:@Y° arouse! 1f0f 
mount, 


MIKE CONNORS 

Mike Connors, 57, Australian 
vaude and radio actor, died in 
Sydney, Jan. 17. He broke into| 
Aussie show business 30 years 
ago ir a singing duo with Freddy 
Witt, playing the old Fuller cir- 


(MacQuillan) 
first home- 


cuit. Later, the act split with Con-, dancing professionally. 

nors marrying Queenie Paul, an-| Mr. and Mrs. James McGlone,| William Wymetal, managing di- 
other vaude player, and touring | daughter, in Chicago Jan. 20.\rector of outdoor opera company, 
the vaude loops with his wife. Mother was Mariam Siwek, for- has arrived in town to arrange 


In 1938, Connors joined the Aus- Mer midwest advertising rep for 
tralian Broadcasting Commission, | VARIETY. 
non-commercial operators, and; Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Broyles, 
conducted a breakfast air session.| son, in San Antonio, Jan. 16. Fath- 
He is survived by wife, daughter er is program director for KCOR | 
and son. | there. 


| 
| Mr. and Mrs. Bud frizer, caugh- 


f itts -gh, Jan. 17. Father's 
Alexander Savine. 67, died of a ber, in Fisuuren, can. 37. Father's 


NV ‘ re, 
heart attack Jan. 19 in Chicago. |°" 1. yee = yn en 
, _ < . | : Ss. ¥ » 
He was ® composer of operas and bregge, son, in Pittsburgh, Jan. 21. 


symphonic poems. having collabo- | "3 burgh, 21 
rated with his wife in composing Father s on KQV staff in Pitts- 
“The Girl From Sanjak.” His other  bureh. 


repertoire for this summer. 


Chicago 

Charles Tucker,*London agent, 
looking over talent here. 

Barbara Ann Scott on stage ap- 
pearance at the Chicago, Feb. 4. 

Glenda Farrell in town visiting 
son, who's comedian of team 
McCarthy & Farrell. 

Walt Disney and cast members of 
“So Dear to My Heart” cocktailed 
“Xenia,” and “The; Mr. and Mrs. Frank W. Kelly, press at Blackstone hotel last week. 

| daughter, Buffalo, Jan. 10. Father Dorothy Shay skedded for April 

Savine had conducted the is assistant station manager of 7 opening at Palmer House Empire 
Geneva Philharmonic, the Festival! WBEN, Buffalo. 
of Grand Operas in Zurich, the! Mr. and Mrs. Max Tishman, 
— Symphony and many | daughter, Jan. 23, N. Y. Mother is 

‘ Ruth Gray, of the Gray Family side spot, takes big jump to Chez 


s; h SV : 
PHILIP SPERRY | vaude act; father is vaude agent iasee, Pek. 16. 


1: encd Mr. and Mrs. Buddy Friedlander,; }{oney Dreamers. currently at 
Philip Sperry, 48, who started .0, New York. Jan. 21. Father is Honey Dreamers, currently a 





ALEXANDER SAVINE 


‘ing May 6. 


year’s stay at Vine Gardens, north- 





in 1916 as a newsreel photographer : hg Pec Oe College Inn, being shadowed 
and later became a newsreel cam-| Mills Music contactman; mother nightly by Joey Gardner, Eagle | 
eraman with William Fox, died | W@S formerly secretary to Lou Lion talent scout. 


Schwartz, Mills office manager. | Lucia Perrigo, former publicist | 


» with Warners here, now handling | 
‘special promotion for College Inn 
and Ambassador hotels. 


Jan. 24 in New York. At the time 
of his death, he was sales man- 
ager of the Wabash Corp. Sperry 
was instrumental in the develop- 
ment of low priced equipment for 











Plush Niteries 





town engagement since she started | 


‘Room, with Billy DeWolfe follow- | 


Joey Bishop, comedian finishing | 


after that because of failing health. ash photography in inexpensive | 
e€ was a memb », cameras. 
Fauity, Episcopal Actors’ Guild and Survived by wife and son. 
ctors’ 
Mund of America. DR. IMRE F. PATAI 


Dr. Imre F. Patai, 54, researcher 
iin electron tubes for radio and 
television, died Jan. 20 in Swarth- 
more. He won notice for his work 
in electronics, being on the staff | 
of Franklin Institute’s Bartol Re- 





BASILE IVANOFF 


Basile Ivanoff, 48, Russian 
dancer, died in Washington, Jan. 
a only two days after his mar- 
coaie Born in Russia, he fled the 
studied ae the revolution and search Foundation. 
first visit allet in Italy. Ivanoft | Survived by his wife, Agi Jam- 
of a ‘Sen the U. S. as a member por, a concert pianist. 
troupe Ossack horsemen’s show | pi te ae ’ 

As a m | ALFRED MAXWELL SARGENT 
Cossack “Chet Of Platoff's Don! Alfred Maxwell Sargent, 68, 
world fo hoir, he toured the stage and screen player, died re- 
in the Se ee years. Settling cently in Kalamazoo, Mich., after a 
ger dancer at the eae yee tae" | brief illness. a, 
rant in Washington pe = restau-| He played the captain in the 

urvived by wife and a 


b - 
Y former Marriage. |several musical shows and made | 


: JACK. TURNER one picture. | 
ohn C. (Happy Jack) Turner, WILLIAM WRIGHT | 


in hager on KOA, Denver, died} William Wright, 37, film actor, 
pri city Jan. 19 a few hours/ died Jan. 19 in Ensenada, Mexico. 


Continued from page 1 ja 


should Ned _ Schuyler, Beach- 
comber, Miami Beach, operator, 
take over the Harem, and Harold 
Minsky, now with the Colonial 
Inn, Hallandale, Fla., operate the 
Carnival. Such deals are in the 
works. 

Biggest worry to.current opera- 
tions is the possibility that Schuy- 


| 


ler may attempt to run the Harem) 


| with a multiple headliner policy. 
' Should this occur, it’s likely that 
'a talent war of 


unprecedented 
dimensions will take place in New 
York. 


In the present cafe scene, inti- | 


meries are holding up best. Opera- 
tions such as the Blue Angel, Le 


ground. These spots are operating 
virtually on a 
solely, which is the most profit- 
able, and they aren’t handicapped 


} 
| 


| 


ght years. | “Wizard of Oz” stage production Ruban Bleu and the Bagatelle | 
daughter that included Fred Stone, sang in|... on comparatively more solid’ 


liquor business, 


by the huge nut that larger ate | 


and fo his’ daily broadcast. He! Once a member of Moroni Olsen’s | have. 


| 
| 
. 
Vienna | 


Lillian Moore’s solo ballet in 
Konzerthaus big success. | 

Society of Film Friends im-'| 
ported first Mexican pic, “Torero.” | 

Alice Ostrowsky of State Opera | 
(now Mrs. Charles Cawthorn) off | 
to San Francisco. 

Pepi Gloeckner - Kramer, for | 
many years a star of Volkstheatre, | 
feted on 75th birthday. 

Pabst-Kiba inked Volkstheatre 
actors Manfred Schuster and Erich 
Auer for film, “On the Verge of | 
Life.” | 


e e 
Philadelphia | 
By Jerry Gaghan | 

Zelda Theeman now handling’ 
the cocktail bookings for Lou 
Schliefer’s agency. 
Danny Thomas booked into the) 
Latin Casino Jan. 31, and will 


Park theatre shuttered after giv- 
ing Glasgow eight years of drama 
in city’s first intimate little theatre. 

John Casson, son of Sir Lewis 
Casson and Dame Sybil Thorndike, 
producing “Macbeth” at Citizens 
theatre. 

Douglas Byng and Barbara (‘‘An- 
nie Get Your Gun’) Oakley feted 
at New Year luncheon by Scottish 
Critics’ Circle. 

Ana Esmeralda, Spanish dancer, 
made British debut in 3,000-seater 
St. Andrews Halls, presenting tra- 
| ditional ballet and bringing own 


| stage. 

| Amsterdam 

By Den Berry 

| Ballets de Paris playing the 


Stadsschouwburg here. 
U. S. tour arranged for the Con- 


i|certgebouw Orchestra now post- 
| poned. 
| Dutch Intersates Film Produc- 


tion Co. planning English language 
version of Alexandre Dumas’ “The 
| Black Tulip.” 
| Composer Rudolf Nelson and 
| singer Dora Paulsen off to Frank- 
furt for three-week cabaret stint 
in the Struwelpeter. 
| First full-length all-Dutch film 
‘to be produced since the war 
'preemed in City theatre here. 
Title is “Not In Vain” and story 
‘deals with the German occupation. 
Singer Leo Fuld played to 
packed house in the Concertge- 
bouw Sunday (16). Also on the 
|bill was harmonica-player Max 
|Geldray and the Jack de Vries 
| orchestra. 


South Africa 


By Joe Hanson 

“Apartment for Peggy” (20th) 
flop at the Colosseum, Cape Town. 

Joseph Seidelman, U-I exec, due 
this week from U. S. for confer- 
ences. 

“Oklahoma!” a sellout at His 
Majesty’s, Johannesburg, since its 
opening Dec. 24. 

Southern Rhodesia Government 
shortly passing legislation to set 
up a State Broadcasting Corp. 

Joyce van Geems, ballet dancer 
and teacher, found shot with her 
husband while on picnic. Suicide 
pact indicated. 

“The Glass Menagerie,” by Ten- 
nessee Williams, produced in Cape 
Town by Leonard Schach. Show 
very well received. 








MARRIAGES 


Nancy Dare to Lorry Marshall, 
in Pittsburgh, Jan. 15. Bride’s a 
dancer; he’s a musician. 


Phil Gray to Peggy Ford, in 
Omaha, Jan. 18. Gray is with 
Henry Busse’s band; bride is 
dancer. 


Ruby DeLeon to Mel Ody, Den- 
ver, Colo., Jan. 20. Bride is mem- 
ber of dance team of DeLeon Sis- 
ters; he’s a juggler. 

Martha Grayson to J. Edward 
Shugrue, St. Louis, Jan. 29. She's 


headline Philly Sports Writers an-'a Powers model; he’s former film 


nua! dinner. 
Bosh Pritchard, star half-back 


roducer, now national director 
or the Freedom Train. 
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BOPrine AND BLAZING BIG BOX OFFICE 
WITH THE 4€W TREND IN JAZZ!!! 








“The biggest be-bopper in the jazz world today 
is the muffin cheeked trumpeter named John Birks 
(‘Dizzy’) Gillespie.” LIFE 





EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT 


Willard a> OS Alervauder. Die. 


30 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA, ‘NEW YORK 








